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A Robustness tests

A.1 Additional Results

Table A1 and the subsequent figures provides a number of additional results:

• First, panel (a) replicates the analysis excluding 54 cases with accusations against members

of both networks

• Next, we replicate on panel (b) our main results using the number of cases filed per day

against our sample of politicians.

• Fourth, panel (c) computes or main results controlling for the party in power.

• Panel (d) presents results using a 5-degree polynomial.

• Sixth, we replicate our results using a window of 100 days (panel e).

• We present results separately for primary and general elections (panels e and f).

• Finally, we also present our main results using an alternative list of politicians and public

officials, that we assembled combining different public sources (see the main text for a full

description). These results are presented on panels (h) and (i).
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Table A1: Local-linear estimates

Outcome Est. 95% CI p-value n control | n treat Bandwidth

(a): Excluding accusations against members of both parties
Incumbent + Opposition 0.24 [0:0.55] 0.047 266 | 257 37
Incumbent cases 0.18 [-0.04:0.5] 0.094 266 | 257 37
Opposition cases 0.09 [-0.1:0.23] 0.446 266 | 257 37

(b): Number of cases per day
Incumbent + Opposition 0.43 [0:0.8] 0.052 266 | 257 37
Incumbent cases 0.94 [-0.26:2.84] 0.102 266 | 257 37
Opposition cases 0.56 [-0.12:1.07] 0.115 266 | 257 37

(c): Controlling for the party in power
Incumbent + Opposition 0.26 [0.03:0.56] 0.03 266 | 257 37
Incumbent cases 0.2 [-0.01:0.52] 0.063 266 | 257 37
Opposition cases 0.15 [-0.06:0.29] 0.19 266 | 257 37

(d): Polynomial
Incumbent + Opposition 0.43 [0.19:0.7] 0.001 716 | 702 187.1
Incumbent cases 0.33 [0.08:0.6] 0.011 676 | 666 175.6
Opposition cases 0.23 [0.06:0.43] 0.009 656 | 646 167.9

(e): Alternative bandwidth: 100 days
Incumbent + Opposition 0.03 [0.05:0.38] 0.012 460 | 446 100
Incumbent cases 0.04 [0:0.33] 0.049 460 | 446 100
Opposition cases 0.04 [0.03:0.25] 0.012 460 | 446 100

(f): Distance to primary elections
Incumbent + Opposition 0.26 [-0.13:0.69] 0.183 130 | 125 37
Incumbent cases 0.16 [-0.25:0.58] 0.445 130 | 125 37
Opposition cases 0.26 [0.05:0.6] 0.021 130 | 125 37

(g): Distance to general elections
Incumbent + Opposition 0.26 [-0.06:0.76] 0.096 130 | 125 37
Incumbent cases 0.26 [-0.01:0.78] 0.054 130 | 125 37
Opposition cases 0.06 [-0.31:0.2] 0.656 130 | 125 37

(h): Cases against public officials
Incumbent + Opposition 0.25 [0.01:0.56] 0.043 266 | 257 37
Incumbent cases 0.2 [-0.04:0.51] 0.088 266 | 257 37
Opposition cases 0.14 [-0.08:0.31] 0.266 266 | 257 37

(i): Cases by public officials
Incumbent + Opposition 0.07 [-0.13:0.38] 0.328 266 | 257 37
Incumbent cases 0.1 [-0.08:0.35] 0.214 266 | 257 37
Opposition cases -0.02 [-0.16:0.25] 0.663 266 | 257 37

Local-linear estimates with triangular weights. Confidence intervals and p-values are calculated
using the robust procedure developed by Calonico, Cattaneo, and Titiunik (2014).
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Figure A1 replicates the results from Figure 3 using the number of cases filed against politicians

using a Poisson model.

Figure A1: Difference in the number of cases filed before and after the nearest election.
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We also examine the statistical significance of the difference between the estimated effects of

incumbent and opposition lawsuits. Table A.2 presents the results. We compute the standard error

of the difference using the sum of the variances of each point estimate as an estimate of the variance

of the difference.

Table A2: Difference between local-linear estimates

Est. 95% CI p-val n_c | n_t h

Accusation against:

Incumbent 0.204 [-0.015:0.518] 0.064 266 | 257 37
Opposition 0.153 [-0.06:0.295] 0.195 266 | 257 37
difference 0.052 [-0.268:0.372] 0.751

Accusation filed by:

Incumbent 0.079 [-0.029:0.274] 0.112 266 | 257 37
Opposition 0.094 [-0.01:0.252] 0.07 266 | 257 37

difference -0.014 [-0.214:0.186] 0.89

Local-linear estimates with triangular weights. Confidence intervals
and p-values are calculated using the robust procedure developed by
Calonico, Cattaneo, and Titiunik (2014).
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A.2 Newspaper Cover Analysis by Newspaper

Figure A2 presents our newspaper keywords results by analyzing each of the dailies separately.

Figure A2: Corruption News Coverage before and after the election.
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B Full tables

Below we present the tables from which we assembled the figures presented in the main text.
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B.1 Figure 1

Table A3: Crimes under investigation

Crime Incumbent (sum) Incumbent (%) Opposition (sum) Opposition (%)

Abuse of power 551 52.78 122 31.28
Failure to comply with public duties 347 33.24 70 17.95
Other 140 13.41 91 23.33
Fraud 142 13.60 81 20.77
Criminal conspiracy 149 14.27 41 10.51

Embezzlement 133 12.74 56 14.36
Conflict of interests 121 11.59 44 11.28
Bribery 87 8.33 36 9.23
Not specified 70 6.70 42 10.77
Money laundering 39 3.74 23 5.90

Unlawful appointment 49 4.69 11 2.82

Cases may include none (Not specified) or multiple crimes under investigation.
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B.2 Figure 2

Table A4: Difference in days with cases before and after the nearest election (Incumbent and Opposition)

Defendants Accusers

Bw Outcome N Est. CI (Low) CI (High) Est. CI (Low) CI (High)

5 Incumbent & Opposition 77 0.250 0.026 0.474 0.197 0.033 0.361
6 Incumbent & Opposition 99 0.232 0.037 0.427 0.218 0.070 0.366
7 Incumbent & Opposition 110 0.236 0.054 0.418 0.182 0.052 0.312
8 Incumbent & Opposition 110 0.236 0.054 0.418 0.182 0.052 0.312
9 Incumbent & Opposition 121 0.239 0.065 0.414 0.176 0.047 0.304

10 Incumbent & Opposition 143 0.165 0.001 0.328 0.162 0.045 0.279
11 Incumbent & Opposition 165 0.167 0.015 0.319 0.154 0.043 0.266
12 Incumbent & Opposition 187 0.126 -0.017 0.269 0.146 0.043 0.250
13 Incumbent & Opposition 209 0.122 -0.013 0.257 0.102 0.004 0.200
14 Incumbent & Opposition 220 0.127 -0.004 0.259 0.082 -0.010 0.174

15 Incumbent & Opposition 220 0.127 -0.004 0.259 0.082 -0.010 0.174
16 Incumbent & Opposition 230 0.142 0.014 0.270 0.090 0.001 0.180
17 Incumbent & Opposition 250 0.114 -0.009 0.237 0.082 -0.001 0.165
18 Incumbent & Opposition 270 0.084 -0.035 0.202 0.091 0.012 0.170
19 Incumbent & Opposition 290 0.077 -0.037 0.191 0.085 0.007 0.162

20 Incumbent & Opposition 310 0.085 -0.025 0.195 0.092 0.018 0.167
21 Incumbent & Opposition 320 0.075 -0.033 0.183 0.088 0.015 0.160
22 Incumbent & Opposition 320 0.075 -0.033 0.183 0.088 0.015 0.160
23 Incumbent & Opposition 330 0.085 -0.021 0.192 0.086 0.015 0.158
24 Incumbent & Opposition 350 0.070 -0.034 0.173 0.070 0.001 0.139

25 Incumbent & Opposition 370 0.061 -0.041 0.162 0.061 -0.007 0.129
26 Incumbent & Opposition 390 0.042 -0.057 0.140 0.042 -0.024 0.109
27 Incumbent & Opposition 410 0.025 -0.071 0.122 0.055 -0.010 0.120
28 Incumbent & Opposition 420 0.024 -0.071 0.119 0.052 -0.011 0.116
29 Incumbent & Opposition 420 0.024 -0.071 0.119 0.052 -0.011 0.116

30 Incumbent & Opposition 430 0.024 -0.070 0.118 0.052 -0.011 0.115
31 Incumbent & Opposition 450 0.019 -0.073 0.111 0.059 -0.003 0.121
32 Incumbent & Opposition 470 -0.008 -0.097 0.082 0.056 -0.003 0.116
33 Incumbent & Opposition 488 -0.012 -0.100 0.076 0.054 -0.005 0.114
34 Incumbent & Opposition 506 -0.023 -0.109 0.063 0.048 -0.009 0.106

35 Incumbent & Opposition 515 -0.029 -0.115 0.056 0.043 -0.014 0.100
36 Incumbent & Opposition 515 -0.029 -0.115 0.056 0.043 -0.014 0.100
37 Incumbent & Opposition 523 -0.035 -0.120 0.050 0.042 -0.014 0.099
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Table A5: Difference in days with cases before and after the nearest election (Incumbent)

Defendants Accusers

Bw Outcome N Est. CI (Low) CI (High) Est. CI (Low) CI (High)

5 Incumbent 77 0.235 0.015 0.455 0.076 -0.055 0.207
6 Incumbent 99 0.223 0.031 0.414 0.105 -0.022 0.231
7 Incumbent 110 0.200 0.022 0.378 0.091 -0.022 0.204
8 Incumbent 110 0.200 0.022 0.378 0.091 -0.022 0.204
9 Incumbent 121 0.197 0.025 0.369 0.100 -0.008 0.208

10 Incumbent 143 0.130 -0.032 0.292 0.097 0.002 0.192
11 Incumbent 165 0.112 -0.038 0.262 0.073 -0.017 0.164
12 Incumbent 187 0.098 -0.042 0.239 0.053 -0.029 0.135
13 Incumbent 209 0.107 -0.026 0.240 0.037 -0.038 0.113
14 Incumbent 220 0.109 -0.020 0.238 0.027 -0.044 0.098

15 Incumbent 220 0.109 -0.020 0.238 0.027 -0.044 0.098
16 Incumbent 230 0.120 -0.006 0.245 0.033 -0.036 0.101
17 Incumbent 250 0.094 -0.027 0.214 0.029 -0.034 0.093
18 Incumbent 270 0.079 -0.037 0.195 0.042 -0.020 0.104
19 Incumbent 290 0.080 -0.031 0.191 0.039 -0.019 0.097

20 Incumbent 310 0.081 -0.026 0.188 0.050 -0.007 0.106
21 Incumbent 320 0.075 -0.030 0.180 0.044 -0.011 0.098
22 Incumbent 320 0.075 -0.030 0.180 0.044 -0.011 0.098
23 Incumbent 330 0.082 -0.022 0.185 0.046 -0.007 0.100
24 Incumbent 350 0.066 -0.035 0.166 0.043 -0.007 0.094

25 Incumbent 370 0.062 -0.035 0.159 0.030 -0.019 0.080
26 Incumbent 390 0.048 -0.046 0.143 0.024 -0.024 0.072
27 Incumbent 410 0.046 -0.046 0.138 0.032 -0.015 0.080
28 Incumbent 420 0.043 -0.048 0.134 0.029 -0.018 0.075
29 Incumbent 420 0.043 -0.048 0.134 0.029 -0.018 0.075

30 Incumbent 430 0.053 -0.037 0.142 0.026 -0.020 0.072
31 Incumbent 450 0.051 -0.037 0.138 0.034 -0.012 0.080
32 Incumbent 470 0.027 -0.059 0.113 0.032 -0.011 0.076
33 Incumbent 488 0.026 -0.058 0.110 0.027 -0.016 0.070
34 Incumbent 506 0.009 -0.073 0.092 0.026 -0.015 0.068

35 Incumbent 515 0.005 -0.077 0.087 0.024 -0.017 0.064
36 Incumbent 515 0.005 -0.077 0.087 0.024 -0.017 0.064
37 Incumbent 523 0.004 -0.077 0.085 0.025 -0.015 0.065
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Table A6: Difference in days with cases before and after the nearest election (Opposition)

Defendants Accusers

Bw Outcome N Est. CI (Low) CI (High) Est. CI (Low) CI (High)

5 Opposition 77 0.053 -0.085 0.191 0.121 0.006 0.236
6 Opposition 99 0.127 -0.005 0.259 0.114 0.018 0.210
7 Opposition 110 0.127 0.007 0.248 0.091 0.013 0.168
8 Opposition 110 0.127 0.007 0.248 0.091 0.013 0.168
9 Opposition 121 0.121 0.002 0.241 0.076 -0.007 0.159

10 Opposition 143 0.115 0.010 0.219 0.065 -0.014 0.144
11 Opposition 165 0.149 0.049 0.249 0.081 0.005 0.157
12 Opposition 187 0.110 0.017 0.203 0.093 0.021 0.166
13 Opposition 209 0.098 0.011 0.185 0.065 -0.005 0.134
14 Opposition 220 0.091 0.009 0.173 0.055 -0.010 0.119

15 Opposition 220 0.091 0.009 0.173 0.055 -0.010 0.119
16 Opposition 230 0.088 0.006 0.170 0.058 -0.006 0.121
17 Opposition 250 0.081 0.003 0.159 0.053 -0.006 0.111
18 Opposition 270 0.060 -0.017 0.137 0.056 0.000 0.112
19 Opposition 290 0.056 -0.018 0.130 0.053 -0.005 0.111

20 Opposition 310 0.059 -0.013 0.131 0.056 0.000 0.111
21 Opposition 320 0.056 -0.014 0.127 0.056 0.002 0.111
22 Opposition 320 0.056 -0.014 0.127 0.056 0.002 0.111
23 Opposition 330 0.050 -0.021 0.120 0.053 -0.002 0.107
24 Opposition 350 0.059 -0.012 0.130 0.038 -0.015 0.092

25 Opposition 370 0.061 -0.009 0.132 0.042 -0.010 0.093
26 Opposition 390 0.053 -0.015 0.122 0.029 -0.022 0.080
27 Opposition 410 0.036 -0.032 0.104 0.038 -0.012 0.088
28 Opposition 420 0.033 -0.033 0.100 0.038 -0.011 0.087
29 Opposition 420 0.033 -0.033 0.100 0.038 -0.011 0.087

30 Opposition 430 0.025 -0.042 0.092 0.040 -0.008 0.089
31 Opposition 450 0.007 -0.059 0.072 0.039 -0.009 0.087
32 Opposition 470 -0.007 -0.071 0.058 0.037 -0.009 0.083
33 Opposition 488 -0.006 -0.069 0.057 0.040 -0.006 0.086
34 Opposition 506 -0.002 -0.064 0.060 0.034 -0.011 0.080

35 Opposition 515 -0.007 -0.068 0.054 0.031 -0.013 0.076
36 Opposition 515 -0.007 -0.068 0.054 0.031 -0.013 0.076
37 Opposition 523 -0.014 -0.075 0.047 0.029 -0.015 0.073
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B.3 Figure 3

Table A7: Placebo tests

Outcome Est. 95% CI p-val n control | n treat Bandwidth

Incumbent + Opposition (t-1) -0.15 [-0.58:0.11] 0.187 166 | 166 37
Incumbent + Opposition (t+1) -0.05 [-0.53:0.27] 0.524 153 | 146 37
Cases filed by politicians against non-politicians 0.03 [-0.13:0.61] 0.197 266 | 257 37
Drug trafficking -0.5 [-1.92:1.78] 0.941 266 | 257 37
Human trafficking 0.25 [-0.67:1.17] 0.591 266 | 257 37

Falsifying documents 0.52 [-0.64:3.58] 0.171 266 | 257 37
Falsifying money 0.66 [-0.26:2.65] 0.108 266 | 257 37

Estimates come from local-linear regressions. Bars represent robust 95% confidence intervals as developed by Calonico,
Cattaneo, and Titiunik (2014).

11



B.4 Poisson model

Table A8: Difference in days with cases before and after the nearest election (Poisson estimates)

Incumbent + Opposition Incumbent Opposition

Bw N Est. CI (Low) CI (High) Est. CI (Low) CI (High) Est. CI (Low) CI (High)
5 77 0.671 0.568 1.492 0.014 0.123 0.201 1.327 1.013 2.782
6 99 0.744 0.795 2.420 0.177 0.441 1.228 1.312 1.148 3.613
7 110 0.693 0.651 2.269 0.142 0.302 1.080 1.244 1.000 3.457
8 110 0.693 0.651 2.269 0.142 0.302 1.080 1.244 1.000 3.457
9 121 0.642 0.697 2.163 0.131 0.363 1.118 1.153 1.031 3.209

10 143 0.539 0.622 2.202 0.089 0.328 1.161 0.988 0.917 3.243
11 165 0.575 0.655 2.461 0.157 0.371 1.434 0.994 0.939 3.487
12 187 0.416 0.420 2.040 0.035 0.167 1.183 0.798 0.672 2.896
13 209 0.436 0.413 1.921 0.076 0.168 1.122 0.796 0.658 2.719
14 220 0.475 0.408 1.838 0.125 0.168 1.041 0.824 0.648 2.636

15 220 0.475 0.408 1.838 0.125 0.168 1.041 0.824 0.648 2.636
16 230 0.505 0.478 1.306 0.161 0.239 0.688 0.848 0.716 1.925
17 250 0.428 0.350 1.248 0.098 0.121 0.648 0.759 0.579 1.847
18 270 0.354 0.286 1.070 0.040 0.066 0.513 0.669 0.506 1.626
19 290 0.350 0.338 1.029 0.041 0.122 0.486 0.658 0.553 1.572

20 310 0.356 0.345 1.012 0.054 0.132 0.482 0.657 0.559 1.542
21 320 0.350 0.340 0.968 0.052 0.130 0.439 0.647 0.551 1.496
22 320 0.350 0.340 0.968 0.052 0.130 0.439 0.647 0.551 1.496
23 330 0.358 0.368 0.795 0.065 0.159 0.308 0.651 0.576 1.281
24 350 0.325 0.376 0.679 0.047 0.172 0.228 0.602 0.579 1.130

25 370 0.307 0.235 0.731 0.037 0.043 0.306 0.576 0.426 1.157
26 390 0.239 0.199 0.599 -0.024 0.010 0.194 0.501 0.388 1.004
27 410 0.182 0.159 0.439 -0.071 -0.025 0.056 0.436 0.344 0.822
28 420 0.172 0.151 0.405 -0.079 -0.031 0.024 0.423 0.334 0.787
29 420 0.172 0.151 0.405 -0.079 -0.031 0.024 0.423 0.334 0.787

30 430 0.175 0.184 0.344 -0.074 0.002 -0.025 0.423 0.366 0.714
31 450 0.158 0.193 0.029 -0.083 0.015 -0.310 0.399 0.372 0.369
32 470 0.086 0.139 -0.030 -0.150 -0.037 -0.366 0.323 0.316 0.305
33 488 0.097 0.161 -0.031 -0.135 -0.012 -0.364 0.330 0.334 0.302
34 506 0.073 0.131 -0.029 -0.154 -0.037 -0.352 0.300 0.299 0.295

35 515 0.050 0.103 -0.064 -0.176 -0.065 -0.388 0.276 0.270 0.259
36 515 0.050 0.103 -0.064 -0.176 -0.065 -0.388 0.276 0.270 0.259
37 523 0.041 0.099 -0.394 -0.183 -0.067 -0.693 0.265 0.266 -0.095
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C Election dates

Table A9: Election dates

Date Type

2013-08-11 primary
2013-10-27 general
2015-08-09 primary
2015-10-25 general
2015-11-22 run-off

2017-08-13 primary
2017-10-22 general
2019-08-11 primary
2019-10-27 general
2021-09-12 primary

2021-11-14 general

D List of Defendants

In the following link we provide the full list of the defendants and their political affiliation:

Complete list of defendants.
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E Sample of front covers

E.1 Clarín
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