Online supplement to Bjork-James, ‘When does Lethal Repression Fail? Unarmed Militancy and Backfire in Bolivia, 1982–2021,’ Journal of Latin American Studies.
Data and Methodology
R Code and Calculations
All calculations and data tables referenced in this article are compiled in RMarkdown file WLRF‑Tables.Rmd in the Ultimate Consequences package on GitHub, using the database as constituted on May 12, 2022. A copy of the database on that date is archived for reproducibility of the analysis. Access is currently available to researchers on request and will be incorporated into the forthcoming public release of the dataset. The queries, data tables, and code used to create them are published online at https://ultimateconsequences.github.io/ ultimate-consequences/WLRF-Tables.html.
The Ultimate Consequences database
The Ultimate Consequences database enumerates individual deaths in Bolivian political conflict since October 1982, the end of military rule in the country. The research team is led by Carwil Bjork-James and has included Emma Banks, Chelsey Dyer, and Nathan Frisch. These researchers compiled data from multiple sources, including media reports, governmental, intergovernmental, and private human rights reports, and research literature on political conflict. The dataset now includes nearly all of the deaths identified by a Permanent Assembly of Human Rights-Bolivia (APDHB) study of deaths from 1988 to 2003, and a study of the coca conflict from 1982 to 2005 (Navarro Miranda 2006; Llorenti 2009; Salazar Ortuño 2008). Unlike prior compilations by human rights organizations, however, this database includes a variety of qualitative variables designed to understand how and why the deaths occurred and what policies and patterns underpin them.
The database is designed to both catalog the lethal consequences of participation in social movements and political activism, and to assess responsibility, accountability, and impunity for violent deaths. All deaths are significant as signs of the price that has been paid to seek social change. Some deaths are also significant as elements of repression or violence for which someone might ultimately be held accountable. Rather than begin by asking, “Is this death someone’s fault?,” the database codes each death according to multiple factors that enable us to extract different subsets of the overall database for different purposes. We estimate there were 580 to 600 deaths associated with Bolivian political conflict from October 1982 through December 2019. As of June 2020, the project had identified 578 of these deaths, including those of 540 named individuals. The database is maintained as a Google Docs spreadsheet, which can be queried by R scripts. Reports can be generated internally or exported for further manual coding, as done here for all events with three or more deaths.
The scale of the dataset for this period is both large enough to identify significant patterns and small enough (unlike the situation in some other Latin American countries) to permit the construction of a database that includes detailed information about every death. Precisely because its coverage is nearly comprehensive, the database offers a systematic sample of cases for quantitative and/or qualitative analysis, untainted by selection bias. 
The situations described in the dataset principally involve the following:
1. Deaths from repression or confrontations with security forces during protest
2. Deaths from security force incursions into politically active communities that are related to their activism 
3. Deaths from inter-movement and intra-movement confrontations
4. Deaths of all kinds related to guerrilla or paramilitary activity
5. Deaths of all kinds related to the conflict over coca growing
6. Political assassinations of all kinds, including public officials, political activists, and journalists
7. Deaths of social movement participants while in police custody for their activism
8. Deaths from the hardships of protests and acts of self-sacrifice such as hunger strikes, long-distance marches etc.
9. Acts of suicide as a form of protest
10. All deaths related to land conflicts that involve a collective/social movement organization on at least one side.
Each death record includes identifying information about the person who died, the individual or group who caused the death, the place and time of the death, the cause and circumstances of the death, whether the death appears to be deliberate or intended, the geographic location, the death’s connection to social movements and social movement campaigns, sources of information available about the death, types of investigation that have been performed, accountability processes, and relationship to the Bolivian state. Analytical variables used so far include: political assassination (a binary yes/no category); protest domain (aggregating all protest campaigns into a small number of topics such as “labor” and “municipal governance”); and denial (a binary yes/no category indicating whether the perpetrator denied responsibility for the death).  In creating database entries, we create brief narrative descriptions of the events involved and/or quote such descriptions directly from sources of reporting. We also are collecting textual segments of reporting and testimonial narrative relevant to each death.
Deaths excluded from this analysis
At the beginning of this analysis, I excluded deaths classified as “collateral”, defined as indirect consequences of intentional but nonviolent acts upon non-participants. (Our codebook refers to “weapons, arson, or assault” rather than “violence.”) I also excluded non-conflict-related accidents (e.g., car crashes outside confrontational scenarios) and health incidents (e.g., heart attacks of marchers) that occurred during conflicts. The database also handles the situation where a report of an uncertain number of deaths (e.g., three to five) was recorded by tagging the excess deaths as “unconfirmed.” For the remainder of this article, I refer to deaths not filtered in any of these ways as “confirmed deaths.”
There were 180 events in the dataset before these filters, and 170 after excluding them. The 10 excluded events include 11 deaths; 0 have 3 or more deaths. In addition, there were 5 events that would meet the three-event threshold for consideration in this article if this filter were not applied: three in which most or all deaths were incidental, and two in which some deaths were unconfirmed. The 2011 TIPNIS march, where deaths are incidental, is mentioned briefly under Quadrant 4. 
Selection of events
The analysis in this article uses events rather than individual deaths as its cases. Every death is associated with precisely one event, and each event is coded as part of a “protest domain,” one of 18 general areas of political contention, and a more specific “protest campaign.” Every death is coded as to whether it was committed by a member of the state security forces (i.e., the police and military), a “state perpetrator” death; and as to whether it had a member of these forces or national government officials as the victim, a “state victim” death. The first step in the data analysis then is to compile the total number of deaths, of state perpetrator deaths, and of state victim deaths for all events, something the database is configured to do automatically.
Before performing the event analysis, deaths were filtered as described above. There were 182 events in the dataset before these filters, and 172 after excluding them. The 10 excluded events include 11 deaths; none have 3 or more deaths.
For each of these events, I surveyed news reports and academic writings on the conflicts involved and described the results of the protest event from the point of view of the protesting group. In the tables these are colored as a binary success by movement (green; up arrow and grey in print version) or the state (red; down arrow and black in print version), while the text describes the outcome. Several were coded as movement successes but I note a “(Partial) agreement” by the government. One case, the June 1988 cocalero protests—described here as the “Villa Tunari Massacre” due to deadly repression on June 27—had a definitively split outcome: the government reversed its plans to spray herbicides to eradicate coca crops, as the protesters demanded, but nonetheless passed Law 1008, which criminalized all coca growing in the Chapare. 
Clustering deaths into events; robustness of choices regarding 2019 crisis
In classifying deaths into events, there are inevitable questions of whether to lump individual deaths into smaller numbers of events, and whether to combine events over a prolonged social movement effort into a single event. In the service of evaluating the success or failure of periods of social mobilization, I opted to consolidate events across time when there was a sustained process of mobilization, and to consolidate events across geography making common demands. However, when a clear outcome occurred in response to just part of a wider or longer period of sustained mobilization, I categorized the event as if it ended with that outcome.
Following this logic, the 1996 mining uprising, the 2003 Tarifazo protests (with deaths in Cochabamba and La Paz), 2003 Gas War (with deaths in rural and urban La Paz department), the 2019 electoral fraud protests (events prior to Evo Morales’ ouster) are consolidated across geographic locations. The 2006 Huanuni mine clashes resulted in government concessions, but shortly afterward a security force member was killed; for purposes of categorization, I disregard this final death and include the event in Quadrant 4. Similarly, the 2008 Porvenir massacre—an act perpetrated by the departmental governor and allied non-state actors—precipitated a national government response to impose a state of emergency in Pando and arrest the governor; I treat this latter effort as a separate event.
The 2019 crisis remains open to multiple clusterings. Evo Morales’ resignation on November 10 provides a natural break between events, but there is uncertainty about how to group the deaths afterwards. I considered three alternatives: grouping all deaths after Morales’ ouster as a single “Combined 2019 post-resignation protests”; grouping events by region, which qualifies “Metro Cochabamba post-resignation” and “Metro La Paz post-resignation” as events with 3 or more deaths; and keeping a separation between the Sacaba and Senkata massacres and prior events. Since these massacres are two of the five largest one-sided killings in the dataset, and neither produced backfire, I think including them in the Quadrant 1 analysis is highly informative. However, I have also re-calculated comparative analysis tables on the basis of treating all post-resignation deaths as a single event; they are included in Tables S5 and S6. As can be seen, the overall outcome in S6 is robust to different ways of dividing 2019 into smaller events.




Table S1. All cases analyzed in this study, arranged chronologically.
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Table S2. Full tables of outcomes for the four quadrants
Quadrant 1: Cases with deadly state repression and zero state victims
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Quadrant 2: Cases with deadly state repression, but where state security forces were also killed
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Quadrant 3: Cases with no deaths perpetrated by the state, but where state forces were killed
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Quadrant 4: Outcomes of protest events in cases with no deaths involving the state
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Table S3. Table of deaths by presidency and state responsibility
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Table S4. Share of larger (n≥3) events by presidency 
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Table S5. Possible ways to cluster the deaths in the 2019 crisis
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Table S6. Results of Qualitative Comparative Analysis under different clusterings of the 2019 crisis

	
	
	Deadly Violence by State
	Deadly Violence against State
	Guerrilla or Paramilitaries
	Coca Conflict
	Dueling Partisan Mobilizations
	Cases
	Deaths
	Deaths in Movement / Repression Success
	Movement / Repression Success
	Movement Success %

	2019: Early post-resignation events (November 10–13) merged.

This grouping used in main article.
	Deadly state repression (Quadrant 1 and 2)
	+
	
	
	
	
	28
	285
	169 (+10 partial) / 77
	13 (+1 partial) / 10
	57–58%

	
	Quadrant 1: Deadly state repression and zero state victims
	+
	-
	
	
	
	16
	87
	34 (+10 partial) 
/ 26
	6 (+1 partial) 
/ 5
	55–58%

	
	Quadrant 2: Deadly state repression and violence against state 
	+
	+
	
	
	
	13
	198
	135 / 51
	7 / 5
	58%

	2019: Post-resignation events grouped by place

Metro Cochabamba includes Sacaba massacre.
Metro La Paz includes Senkata massacre.
	Deadly state repression (Quadrant 1 and 2)
	+
	
	
	
	
	28
	285
	169 (+10 partial) / 83
	13 (+1 partial) / 10
	57–58%

	
	Quadrant 1: Deadly state repression and zero state victims
	+
	-
	
	
	
	16
	87
	34 (+10 partial) 
/ 15
	6 (+1 partial) 
/ 4
	60–64%

	
	Quadrant 2: Deadly state repression and violence against state 
	+
	+
	
	
	
	13
	198
	135 / 68
	7 / 6
	54%

	2019: All post-resignation events (November 10–19) combined into a single event.
	Deadly state repression (Quadrant 1 and 2)
	+
	
	
	
	
	26
	285
	169 (+10 partial) / 99
	13 (+1 partial) / 10
	57–58%

	
	Quadrant 1: Deadly state repression and zero state victims
	+
	-
	
	
	
	16
	87
	34 (+10 partial) 
/ 15
	6 (+1 partial) 
/ 4
	60–64%

	
	Quadrant 2: Deadly state repression and violence against state 
	+
	+
	
	
	
	13
	198
	135 / 84
	7 / 6
	54%
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Cited Narratives of Cases Examined
Note: Narratives are only included for cases with a coded outcome or otherwise mentioned in the text.

Cases with deadly state repression and zero state victims (Quadrant 1)
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(3) Parotani Triennial Plan protest: A joint military-police intervention against road blockades set up to protest the Triennial Plan to Fight Narcotrafficking resulted in at least five deaths in the towns of Parotani and La Angostura on May 28, 1987. After the plan was announced in January 1987, Chapare coca growers, the CSUTCB national peasant federation, and the COB national labor confederation publicly organized against it (Hoy 1987a). Following protests and unsuccessful negotiations, they erected blockades in Parotani, Angostura, and Chiñata. At Parotani, the violence began with an accidental self-inflicted gunshot by soldier Carlos Caballero Juárez. Two adult male coca growers were confirmed dead at Parotani, as was a two-month-old child who was beaten to death. Witnesses reported seeing another woman dead on a military truck, but this could not be confirmed by an investigation. Another peasant protester was killed at La Angostura. Protesters and the government agreed on the withdrawal of the Triennial Plan, the end of involuntary coca eradication, and the legalization of coca cultivation (Asociación de Familiares de Detenidos Desaparecidos y Mártires por la Liberación Nacional (Bolivia) 1987; Salazar Ortuño 2008, 119–30). 
(4) Education Strike 1987: Rural and urban teachers mounted a 48-day strike campaign for higher wages in July and August 1987. The campaign attracted solidarity strikes and blockades from other sectors, including in rural La Paz department. There, in Huatajata, the military launched a deadly attack on protesters and carried out house-to-house raids, killing one teacher and two rural residents on August 13 (Hoy 1987c; Sucesos de Huatajata: Un Día Inolvidable, 13 de Agosto 1987 1987). A further teacher was killed by the consequences of tear gas in Sucre on August 15  (Hoy 1987b). The Catholic Church mediated an agreement on increased pay that was accepted by all parties by August 28 and signed on September 4  (Centro de Documentación e Información (CEDOIN) 1987a; 1987b)
(5) The June 1988 mobilization by Chapare coca growers against escalated government efforts to eradicate their crops culminated in the June 27 Villa Tunari massacre, in which nine civilians were killed and another three disappeared and are presumed dead. While the Villa Tunari crackdown was precipitated by an unarmed crowd’s attempt to occupy an eradication base, security forces simultaneously cracked down across the region (Centro de Documentación e Información (CEDOIN) 1988b; 1988a; Informe “R” 1988; Kawell 1989). Afterwards, the government proceeded to pass Law 1008, which prohibited coca growing in the region, although it did hold back from plans to use chemical defoliants as a method of eradication (Thoumi 2003; Malamud-Goti 1990; Andreas and Youngers 1989). 
(6) Santa Ana de Yacuma drug trafficking raid: A joint UMOPAR–DEA raid targeting drug traffickers around a village uprising against in Santa Ana de Yacuma, Beni. Four villagers were killed during the ensuing confrontation, in which local Bolivian naval forces also fired on UMOPAR. The agents withdrew without capturing the target of the raid (Malamud-Goti 1990, 47; García-Sayán 1990, 166; Menzel 1997, 45). 
(7) Isinuta DEA confrontation: During joint operations near Insinuta, DEA and UMOPAR agents engaged in aerial bombardment in an effort to destroy roadways and landing strips in the Chapare. On September 24, 1990, they were confronted by an apparently armed group of peasants and possibly drug traffickers along the Isiboro River near Isinuta. According to Jaime Malamud-Goti, “an hour long shoot-out ensued” during which a government helicopter “fired at the crowd, killing four campesinos” (Goti 1991, 127ff; Isikoff 1990). US officials confirmed one death as well as the wounding of a DEA agent. No information could be found about the continuation or ending of the policy of bombardment. 
(8) La Paz raid on CNPZ: The Nestor Paz Zamora Commission, an urban guerrilla organization, kidnapped Coca-Cola tycoon Jorge Lonsdale and demanded millions for his release. During a police operation to find Lonsdale, he and several rebels were killed. Witness accounts dispute whether CNPZ members or the police killed the hostage, but witness and medical accounts confirm that the police killed four rebels, including one following his capture and torture. Two more may have been disarmed before their deaths. Despite this, the police raid resulted in the collapse of the organization (Agencia de Noticias Fides 2017; Reuters 1990).
(9) UMOPAR 1992: No unified campaign; 3 deaths over 4 months (Petterson, Mackay, and Andean Information Network 2005; Human Rights Watch/Americas 1996).
(11) Coca eradication 1995: The Bolivian government conducted intensified eradication of coca crops in the Chapare in coordination with the United States. In April 1995, the government issued a six-month state of siege under which there were numerous confrontations between cocaleros and security forces. Confrontations led to the deaths of four or five cocaleros between July and September. The deaths came during an explosive attack on an UMOPAR truck transporting detainees, attempts at forced eradication, resistance efforts, or other militarized operations denoted as “anti-narcotics raids” (Salazar Ortuño 2008, 254–68; Human Rights Watch/Americas 1996; Ledebur 2002). The eradication campaign and violence prompted a national march by the cocalero federations, “Marcha por la Vida, la Coca y Ia Soberanía Nacional,” which began in Villa Tunari on September 2. Marchers endured repression and arrived in La Paz on September 19. There they worked out an agreement, but this was immediately discarded by the government (Navarro Miranda 2006, 84–88).
(18) CSUTCB mobilization September 2000: In September 2000, allied movements led “the most tenacious Andean rural road blockades in modern history” (Healy 2004, 28). A teachers’ union strike included a march from Oruro to La Paz, while the CSUTCB peasant confederation mobilized nationwide roadblocks and the Six Federations of coca growers demanded the government break its commitment to coca eradication and the construction of three new US-funded bases in the Chapare (Kohl and Farthing 2006, 168). The blockades lasted from September 11 to October 7. As the mobilization extended, there was a shift from mere blockades to mass gatherings preparing to advance on La Paz, 50,000 in Achacachi alone. Blockades caused food to grow scarce in La Paz and El Alto, and Alteño housewives mobilized in solidarity. The state was obliged to concede certain demands, including the cancellation of three planned military installations around the coca-growing Chapare region (Ledebur 2002) and lengthy agreements with teachers’ and peasant unions (García Linera, Chávez León, Marxa, and Costas Monje, Patricia 2010, 123).
(21) Chapare cocalero protests 2001: Early in the presidency of Jorge Quiroga, cocalero protests against the militarization of the Chapare were reactivated. Three cocaleros were killed amid protests on September 27 and October 17. In November, state violence escalated and the government admitted the presence of the Expeditionary Task Force, a US-funded antinarcotics unit that had been denounced as mercenaries by human rights observers and even senior military officers (Faiola 2002; Los Tiempos 2001a). Three more cocaleros were killed on November 15, and a further cocalero was fatally wounded November 20. On November 21, the Minister of Government and cocalero leader Evo Morales agreed to de-escalate mobilization, withdraw troops, and open a “Summit on Coca and Alternative Development” (Los Tiempos 2001c). Backfire is suggested by the government’s felt obligation to seek to de-escalate violence and the moral divisions in the security force leadership (Los Tiempos 2001d; Los Tiempos 2001b). Despite this truce, a soldier would kill local cocalero leader Casimiro Huanca on December 6 and the conflict would re-ignite in early 2002.
(35) Sucre constitution protest: As the Constituent Assembly moved to approve a draft constitution in November 2007, Sucre’s civic movement and protesters from eastern departments attempted to block its sessions, held at the Liceo Militar. In the city center, a civic movement meeting declared the Constituent Assembly “illegal,” promised not to adhere to the constitution it produced, and called for Chuquisaca’s autonomy from the national government (Defensoría del Pueblo 2010, 15). Soon after, the day-and-a-half-long push by the civic movement protesters to reach the Liceo began, a battle of stones, burning tires, tear gas, and rubber bullets in the neighborhood of La Calancha. During running street confrontations, two civic movement protesters were shot dead (likely by security forces), while some 200 people were wounded on November 24 (Correo Del Sur 2008a). Overnight, frustrated right-wing crowds burned down many of the city’s police stations as well as the home of MAS-affiliated Prefect David Sánchez Heredia, who fled the country (Correo Del Sur 2007). During a confrontation over the police Transit Unit, officers killed a third protester but lost control of the building, with many escaping only after being beaten by the crowd (Correo Del Sur 2008b; Correo Del Sur 2008c; Carasco Alurralde and Albó 2008). With the constitutional text approved, both police and constituents abandoned the city of Sucre. 
(37) Santa Cruz raid on Rosza group: Bolivian police raided the hotel room of five members of an apparent paramilitary group in April 2009. During the raid, three of the men were killed and two more were arrested. Accounts of the raid dispute whether the five men posed a deadly threat to officers or were victims of an extrajudicial execution. The raid disarticulated the group and investigations into their alleged terrorist activities and connections to mainstream right-wing activists dragged on for years afterwards. (Romero 2009; Kennard 2013; Sivak 2010, 224)
(38) Yapacaní Mayoral Dispute: Local protesters demanding the resignation of MAS-IPSP Mayor David Carvajal, who was indicted for corruption, attempted to block his return to City Hall. Hundreds of National Police were deployed. During clashes, they shot dead two protesters, while a third was electrocuted during a crowd attack on the police barracks. That night, Carvajal pledged to resign, and was succeeded by another member of his party. The government agreed to investigate the incident and release all detained protesters. (Página Siete 2012; Erbol Digital 2012; Seminario Uno 2012; La Información 2012) 
(47) Sacaba Massacre: After the November 10 ouster of Evo Morales, nationwide protests were held against the new government. Two of these protests, a march of cocaleros to the city of Cochabamba and a prolonged blockade at the Senkata oil and gas facility in El Alto, became the targets for the military crackdown. Following negotiations and a four-hour standoff, the police deployed teargas upon the marchers at 4pm, touching off a prolonged confrontation. Then soldiers with guns replaced police at the frontlines and started shooting (Opinión 2019a; Opinión 2019b). They pursued demonstrators as they fled, killing ten and wounding at least 98. Eight of those killed were struck at such a high velocity the bullets passed through them. One survived nearly seven months with a bullet in his skull before succumbing to his injuries in June 2020 (GIEI Bolivia 2021, 194–214; Melgarejo 2019; International Human Rights Clinic. Harvard Law School and University Network for Human Rights 2020; Centro de Estudios Legales y Sociales (CELS) et al. 2020, 3–10).
(48) Senkata Massacre: A road blockade outside the Senkata YPFB gas installation was part of a general strike across La Paz department mounted by El Alto neighborhood councils and the La Paz campesino federation. Protesters blockaded the road outside the Senkata YPFB gas installation beginning November 10, and began to seriously disrupt gas supplies in La Paz by November 14 (GIEI Bolivia 2021, 228). On the morning of November 19, a convoy of dozens of tankers and trucks carrying LPG gas canisters departed peacefully under a military escort. Within the next hour, however, protesters re-established their blockade. Around noon, protesters toppled part of an exterior wall to the complex and military troops fired live ammunition as well as tear gas at the protesting crowd. The repression lasted over six hours and reached demonstrators 4km away. Eleven people were killed, 31 suffered bullet or projectile wounds, and at least 78 were injured (GIEI Bolivia 2021, 228–54; International Human Rights Clinic. Harvard Law School and University Network for Human Rights 2020; Centro de Estudios Legales y Sociales (CELS) et al. 2020, 10–20).
Despite the dispersal of the Senkata blockade, protesters mounted blockades in increasing numbers, interrupting traffic at 102 points across all nine departments on November 20 (Opinión 2019c). However, the massacres accompanied the demobilization of the protests. Preliminary talks between the Áñez government and pro-MAS social movements began on November 16. The MAS-IPSP-controlled legislature passed a law to convene new elections without Morales, which Áñez signed into law on November 24. The Chapare coca growers lifted the last blockades on November 26. The civil society–government agreement that followed is one of the few such agreements that do not advance major movement demands.



Cases with deadly state repression and state victims (Quadrant 2)

(12) Chayanta mining strike 1996: A simmering labor conflict at the Capacirca mine began in August, after new foreign owners of the Capacirca mine proposed closing it for modernization. In protest, miners occupied it and took over production. In November, they clashed with police. Miners took control of the Amayampa mine on December 17th to protest poor working conditions and the foreign control of the mine. They were supported by surrounding community members of the Juk’umani, Layme, Chayantaka, Puraka, and Phanakachi communities. On December 19, military and police entered the town to retake the mine. Over three days, confrontations took place between the military and miners and their supporters in three towns. Four miners and six other civilians were killed as was one soldier; forty were wounded. Brief talks led to the return of the mines to their owners,  withdrawal of troops, and public disarmament of the miners (Aillón 1998; Ch. 2008; García Linera, Chávez León, Marxa, and Costas Monje, Patricia 2010, 94–95; Inter-American Commision on Human Rights 1997; Agencia de Noticias Fides 1999).
(13) Eterazama eradication 1997: As part of intensified governmental coca eradication efforts in the Chapare, Bolivian security forces including UMOPAR, the ecological police, DIRECO and DINACO conducted an operation to forcibly eradicate coca in Eterazama. Following Law 1008 security forces could eradicate new seedlings and plants, but old plantations and coca deemed excessive had to be voluntarily eradicated with compensation (Cridland et al. 1997). Community members in Eterazama contended that they had no new coca. As troops began eradication efforts community members tried to stop them, blocking their path and begging them to stop. Dissenters included 53-year-old Albertina Orellana Garcia who pleaded on bended knee against the eradication of her fields. When security forces shot and killed unarmed Albertina in the head the community erupted in protest (Salazar Ortuño 2008, 347). Community members went to the town center to destroy the DIRECO building. In efforts to quell dissension, security forces shot tear gas, beat, and shot resisters. As confrontations escalated, additional ground troops arrived as did helicopters. During the confrontation 7 people were killed. Five cocaleros were shot and killed by security forces, one security force member was killed, and a 1.5-year-old asphyxiated on tear gas (Salazar Ortuño 2008, 347). In addition, between 20 and 30 people were wounded and about 163 people were detained (Cridland et al. 1997). The government contended that the confrontation was against narco-traffickers. A human rights commission led by lawyers Juan del Granado and Waldo Albarracín soon arrived to begin an investigation (Salazar Ortuño 2008, 348).
(14) Plan Dignity 1998: Following historic pressure from the US to intensify coca eradication efforts President Hugo Banzer enacted the Dignity Plan in February 1998. Crafted alongside the US, the Dignity Plan was a five year plan whose goals were to eradicate all coca deemed illegal by law 1008 in the Chapare by 2002 and invest in coca growing families to provide alternative subsistence models (Salazar Ortuño 2008, 182). However, in practice the plan focused on militarized eradication while economic support to growers and alternative subsistence models received little to no focus (Ledebur 2002). The plan sparked widespread protests and resistance amongst coca growers.
The deadliest period throughout the Dignity Plan was April and May of 1998. During confrontations between security forces on coca eradication missions and coca growers trying to protect their crops, 12 people were killed in April 9 in May, and two in August. These tactics drew intense resistance across the region. Coca growers established blockades to prevent troops from entering and would try and stop eradication efforts. Security forces used force—tear gas, smoke grenades, and live ammunition—to break up blockades and quell attempts at resistance. For example, in April an overnight anti-eradication vigil on the Chimoré–Santa Cruz highway was hit with a vehicle presumed to be operated by security forces. Two were killed in this incident (Salazar Ortuño 2008, 430).
After ongoing strikes, blockades, and marches the government entered into a negotiation process with cocaleros in September. Preliminary negotiations took place with representatives from COB and ADEPCOCA in October, though leaders such as Evo Morales expressed dissatisfaction with the government’s lack of focus on demilitarization and compensation for those whose crops had been eradicated (Salazar Ortuño 2008, 458).
(17) CSUTCB mobilization April 2000: From April 5, rural unions put up road blockades across the country in support of multiple agrarian demands.  Mass meetings and direct cooperation united labor and campesino organizations. The government declared a state of siege and imprisoned movement leaders. Following the emergency declaration, the riot police themselves went on strike, demonstrating before the National Palace on April 8 (Patzi 2003, 207–10). Confrontations flared in Achacachi, during which two demonstrators were shot dead on April 9. Enraged by the deaths, crowds looted state offices, opened the jail, and attacked officials and officers while urging indigenous soldiers to desert. One soldier was beaten to death. A further protester, a teacher, was shot dead in Patacamaya on the opposite side of La Paz department (Mamani Ramírez 2012, 94–100; Bolivia. Cámara de Diputados 2001, 19, 21). Escalating further, the government invaded the Achacachi region with some 2,000 soldiers, who leveled homes and tortured local residents (Mamani Ramírez 2004, 44; Patzi 2003, 210–12). Nonetheless, the government and CSUTCB reached a broad agreement by April 14, meeting demands on regulation of water and land rights, rural development investment, care for those wounded and killed, and respect for unions’ rights to protest (Gutiérrez Aguilar 2008, 124–28). 
(23) Sacaba-Chapare coca market conflict 2002: From January 14, cocaleros mounted protests in the Chapare and in Sacaba in protest of Supreme Decree 26415, which criminalized sale of their coca in public coca markets, the largest of which was in Sacaba. Open fighting over the Coca Storage Center and market in Sacaba led to the deaths of five coca growers, three soldiers, and one police officer on January 16 and 17. After police raids on the cocalero leadership, protests widened in space and participation: urban protesters and the national peasants union CSUTCB mobilized in solidarity on January 25. Protesters were killed in blockades in Shinahota (in the Chapare) on January 29 and Challapata (Oruro) on February 4, and a previously wounded cocalero died on February 5. On February 9, the government and cocaleros reached agreement, suspending the decree, freeing those detained, and compensating families of those killed. However, Evo Morales, removed from legislature, was not restored to his office (Gutiérrez Aguilar 2014, 211–14; García Linera, Chávez León, Marxa, and Costas Monje, Patricia 2010, 410–11).
(27) January Coca Clashes, Pensioner strike 2003: Amidst increasing economic precarity in Oruro numerous social sectors—retirees, miners, students, and cocaleros—united demanding the government address their economic concerns. On January 13th representative of the Central Obrera Departmental, Pedro Montes declared an indefinite general strike (La Patria 2003c). Protesters constructed blockades at strategic points throughout the department. On January 13th about 15,000 retirees began a march from Patacamaya to La Paz demanding that the government annul the law that supports the continuation of “la Unidad de Fomento a La Vivienda (UFV),” Law 2434 (La Patria 2003a). Under the law, retirees’ pensions were devalued as it did not account for cost of living increases in comparison with the value of the US dollar. Along the march, in Calamarca the retirees began blockading the Oruro-La Paz highway while protesters constructed symbolic crucifixions, mounting themselves on crosses. Soon after the formation of the blockade, police arrived and asked the protesters to leave. The blockade ended peacefully, though the crucifixions continued. In the evening the retirees began the blockade once more by positioning themselves in the road with lit torches (La Patria 2003b). 
They reached the San Francisco Plaza on January 17th and were met with police repression, including tear gas and firing at close range (La Patria 2003d). Following the protests, the government agreed to enter into a negotiation process (La Patria 2003g). On January 22nd the government and the Retiree Confederation of Bolivia reached an accord. The agreement stipulated the retirees’ pensions for the year would remain the same as before the implementation of law 2434, accounting for the flux in valuation of the US dollar (La Patria 2003h). The President of the Retiree Association of Oruro expressed his satisfaction with the agreement (La Patria 2003i).
However, protests, blockades, and police repression of cocalero resistance continued throughout the region. Two soldiers were killed in confrontations on January 21st and 25th and ten other cocaleros and civilians were killed throughout the confrontations (OMCT Network 2003).
(28) Tarifazo 2003: The second deadliest case is the February 2003 protest against a suddenly announced tax (known as the tarifazo). In this case, police in a number of high-profile units staged a mutiny in solidarity with the protests and wound up confronting the military in downtown La Paz (Agencia de Noticias Fides 2003b). Ten police officers and five soldiers were killed in clashes between these two security forces near the presidential palace in the capital’s central square (La Razón 2003). Funerals held for the police hailed them as heroes of the movement. The death toll in these protests was unequivocally split towards deadly violence on the government’s side: twenty-nine deaths from state repression, five deaths targeting state security forces loyal to the president, and one killing of a protester committed either by security forces or a private security guard. 
(29) 2003 Gas War: The Gas War was an intensified period of protests and state repression from mid-September to mid-October. Mobilizations organized against gas privatisation and for greater Indigenous rights. During his last three months in office, Sánchez de Lozada’s government attempted to prohibit, to police, and to militarily repress road blockades, only to have this repression dramatically backfire, leading him to resign from office. Soldiers deployed to break up road blockades shot five civilians in rural La Paz department on September 20 and killed fifty-three civilians (largely in the cities of El Alto and La Paz) between October 9 and 16, 2003. Undeterred, protesters rebuilt and expanded their blockades day after day. The killings prompted Vice President Carlos Mesa to publicly distance himself from the government and Human Rights Ombudswoman Ana María Romero de Campero to lead a nationwide hunger strike campaign calling for the president’s resignation. Over fifteen hundred people swore off food at 83 different sites. Sánchez de Lozada yielded to massive crowds demanding his resignation and fled the country late on October 17  (Gutiérrez Aguilar 2008; 2014; Hylton and Thomson 2005; 2007). 
(32) Beni Highway blockade: Responsibility for the deaths at a June 2004 road blockade by peasant colonists outside Trinidad is totally disputed. Peasant leaders and allied Congress members blamed security forces for the deaths of two protesters, while President Carlos Mesa attributes those deaths and that of a soldier to armed civilians sent by urban ultraconservative opponents of the protesters (Mesa Gisbert 2008, 178). In either case, president Carlos Mesa fulfilled protesters’ demands to remove the prefect of Beni from office.
(43) Cooperative miner strike 2016: In August 2016 the National Federation of Cooperative Miners (Fencomin) organized protests contesting national mining policies. Protesters had 10 key demands which included increased mining concessions in indigenous territory, contesting the government’s decision to allow workers to unionize, and reduced environmental restrictions among others (Achtenberg and Rebel Currents 2016). Protesters constructed a blockade across one of Bolivia’s highways, impeding the flow of goods and people across the country on the La Paz–Oruro highway. Police were dispatched to dismantle the blockades and deadly confrontations between miners and security forces ensued. Two miners were shot and killed along the Oruro–Cochabamba highway in Sayari. Two more miners died in Panduro, one from a gunshot wound and another as a result of a dynamite explosion (Mendoza 2016b). A fifth miner was killed after being shot in the head (Opinión Bolivia 2016). 
On the second day of attempts to remove the blockades Deputy Vice Minister Rodolfo Illanes arrived in Panduro on August 25th to arrange a national negotiation process with protesters (BBC News 2016). Illanes was responsible for directing security forces. However, upon his arrival he was kidnapped and beaten to death over the course of six or seven hours by members of Federation of Cooperative Miners (Fencomin) (BBC News 2016). After being beaten his body was left on the side of the highway. Throughout the protests six were killed, five miners and one State official. 
The miners’ protests were unsuccessful. In fact, a day after these confrontations the Morales government issued a series of decrees decreasing the power of cooperative miners (Achtenberg and Rebel Currents 2016). The decrees included more stringent regulations of mining cooperatives such as annual audits, increased labor concessions, as well as the reversal of some land concessions previously given to cooperative miners (NODAL 2016).
(44) Asunta coca conflict 2018: In the La Paz Yungas, the municipality of Asunta became the leading site for coca cultivation, around one-quarter of which exceeded the authorized area for cultivation, according to government officials (Página Siete 2018). During eradication operations by the national government, Police Lieutenant Daynor Sandoval was killed on August 24, and seven others wounded, in what official sources called an ambush (Los Tiempos 2018; La Razón 2018). Franklin Gutiérrez, leader of the La Paz Departmental Coca Association (Adepcoca) was charged with the murder and “instigation of delinquency” on August 29 (La Razón 2018), but the government did not name him as a material author of the killing (Agencia de Noticias Fides 2019). The same day, a new deadly outbreak of violence in Asunta led to the deaths of two coca growers, and the wounding of a third. Police and coca growers each accused the other of leading an armed ambush this day (Los Tiempos 2018). Despite major mobilizations by coca growers, including a protest march in La Paz (infobae 2018), coca eradication continued in La Asunta and was largely completed in early September (Opinión Bolivia 2018). 

Cases without deadly state repression and with state victims (Quadrant 3)

Concessions granted to protesters despite their responsibility for deaths
(19) Cocalero kidnapping 2000 The Chapare coca growers’ movement launched road blockades across the region, adding demands against coca eradication to the simultaneous peasant protests (CSUTCB September 2000 protests) (Pinto Ocampo 2003, 17–18). Simultaneously, a series of armed actions by coca growers targeted security forces for kidnapping as part of resistance to eradication. Five soldiers including David Andrade were captured as well as his wife Graciela Alfaro de Andrade. All were later found shot dead following torture, and in Graciela’s case, sexual assault. Even though these acts resulted in the deaths of five members of the security forces and an officer’s wife, the government and coca growers concluded an agreement on October 15, 2000 to prohibit the construction of new military bases in the region (Youngers and Rosin 2005, 201).
(31) Miner suicide bombing over pensions: In March 2004, Eustaquio Picachuri, a retired miner who had spent years pressing a claim for his pension, strapped dynamite around his waist and entered the National Congress building in La Paz. He committed suicide by detonating the explosives, killing two soldiers in the process (Andrade 2004). Pichachuri’s frustration lay in the backlog of pension claims. Pension claims were backdated from between three and 25 years and some were dying before being able to access their funds. Both administrative disorganization and financial precarity were blamed for government failure (Andrade 2004). Following Pichachuri’s death, other miners vowed to take similar actions. This led the government to open negotiations and concede a more open system for accessing pensions (Andrade 2004; “Ex mineros conquistan jubilación a fuerza de dinamita” 2004; Mesa Gisbert 2008, 177; Azcui 2004).

No concessions granted; nonlethal repression in the wake of deadly incidents
(30) Late 2003 coca deaths: Over six weeks in October to December 2003, coca growers were responsible for at least three deadly attacks on soldiers and police officers using improvised explosive devices, wounding fifteen others. An armed ambush claimed a fourth death among the security forces, though this death has also been blamed on drug traffickers. No concessions were made, and security forces apparently retaliated by burning at least 25 homes and torturing three detainees (Farthing and Ledebur 2007; Mesa Gisbert 2008, 175).
(39) Apolo Coca Eradication: In October 2013, troops of the Joint Task Force for coca eradication were deployed to remove coca crops in Apolo, where community members violently repelled them, ultimately killing three soldiers and one government physician (Opinión 2013; Farfán 2013; Opinión Bolivia 2012). (The crops involved were permitted even under the restrictive 1988 coca law as part of the area of traditional cultivation.) Soldiers deployed to the region soon resumed their eradication efforts. A single community leader was arrested for the murders, was severely tortured, and remained in pre-trial detention in 2022 (Agencia de Noticias Fides 2020; Página Siete 2022).



Cases without deadly state repression or state victims (Quadrant 4)

Deadly nonstate violence led to a favorable outcome for the less violent party
(1) Shooting at San Julián blockade Local landowner Jorge Tomelic commandeered a tractor and led an armed attack on agrarian colonists’ blockade at San Julián in 1984. Two of the latter were killed and 11 others suffered bullet wounds before Tomelic ran out of bullets and the crowd seized and killed him and the driver of the tractor. Shortly thereafter the government began negotiations with the blockading colonists’ union and agreed to a wide-ranging set of demands (García Taboada 2008, 25–27; Gianotten 2006, 146–47).
(22) Panantí Massacre: Paid by large landowners, hired assassins attacked farmers affiliated with the Landless Workers’ Movement at Los Sotos, and burned their homes. Six landless farmers were killed, over 120 people were injured, and the farmers killed one of the intruders in response (Fabricant 2012, 40–42; Escalante F. 2017). INRA, the subprefect of Gran Choco, the Prefect of Tarija, the National Police, and the minister of Government were all warned of an impending massacre, but did nothing. Following the raid on the land occupation at Panantí, in which seven people were killed, the government negotiated with the movement and gave landless workers titles to 7600 hectares of land among other demands (Agencia de Noticias Fides 2001).
(25) Bus crash during miners pension protest (the January 2003 pensioners’ protest). Prior to the blockades mentioned above (27/Quadrant 2), the Sánchez de Lozada / Mesa government forcibly interrupted the pensioners’ march to the capital, forcing hundreds of protesters to take buses back to their point of origin. One of the buses involved crashed, leading to the deaths of 11 people including retired miners and at least four non-protesters; sixty were wounded (Agencia de Noticias Fides 2003a; La Patria 2003f; La Patria 2003e; Pereira and Sangüeza 2003). The tragedy contributed to the eventual favorable resolution of the matter at hand (García Linera, Chávez León, Marxa, and Costas Monje, Patricia 2010, 88).
(36) The September 2008 Porvenir massacre, in which right-wing allies of the departmental government attacked marchers supporting the national government of Evo Morales, killing at least 11 of them. An armed pro-government protester had shot dead an anti-government protester earlier that day. This local repression failed and contributed to the unraveling of a separatist political project in the four eastern departments of the country. The government’s response to the El Porvenir Massacre—sending soldiers to arrest Pando’s governor for organizing the massacre—resulted in two further deaths (one on each side) in a clash with armed civilians.  After the Porvenir massacre, the Union of South American Nations (UNASUR) took a decisive stand on the side of the Morales government. UNASUR sent investigators to Pando and a support team to Cochabamba to help mediate a left–right dialogue, which began on September 18. While the opposition prefects and civic movements began a climb-down and returned custody of government offices to the national government, left grassroots sectors remained mobilized (Brie 2012; 2014; Soruco Sologuren 2011; André 2015; Erbol Digital 2017).
(–) 2011 TIPNIS March: Three protesters on the 2011 National Indigenous March in defense of the Isiboro-Sécure National Park and Indigenous Territory died during the course of the arduous march. (The deaths were due to a stomach infection, a fall from a vehicle, and plane crash.) The sympathy towards these losses compounded the outrage over the numerous injuries, but no deaths, suffered during a September 25 police raid, when the government tried and failed to forcibly return the marchers to their point of origin. Ultimately the marchers’ suffering from the nationally broadcast attack on their protest camp led to a major political crisis—two ministers and two vice ministers resigned and the president publicly apologized—and the concessions of protesters’ demands (Ortiz 2012; Albó 2012; Contreras Baspineiro 2012; La Jornada 2011). 
(41) Cruz del Sur mining protest: Clashes erupted between community members and mine cooperatives over who had rights to the Cruz del Sur mine. Two were killed in these confrontations as a result of bullet wounds, a community member and a cooperative member (Fundación Nueva Democracia 2015). Days later, when police were conducting a search they found a third victim also killed as a result of gunfire (Agencia de Noticias Fides 2015). Following the clashes the Minister of the Interior, Carlos Ramero, called for a dialogue between the groups. However, after this call, clashes continued.
(42) El Alto City Hall: A fire set by a protesting parents’ group at the El Alto City Hall in 2016 caused the deaths of six municipal workers. Protesters arrived outside of the City Hall building at 9am February 17th advocating for better learning facilities for their children (DW News 2016). Following their arrival protesters began trying to break into the building using rocks and kicking at the door. Upon entering City Hall, protesters seized files and computers, and set fire to the rooms, focusing heavily on the Investigating Unit offices (Oficina Sumariante) (La Razón 2016). The head of the Investigating Unit alleged that protesters were potentially trying to counter investigations concerning allegations of corruption amongst MAS party members (Mendoza 2016a). Though the Mayor requested more police support, and a police command was only two blocks away, troops did not arrive on scene until an hour after the requests. By the time they arrived, six municipal workers who hid in a back room in city hall had died from asphyxiation due to smoke inhalation (teleSUR 2016). In response to their deaths, the local government passed a resolution creating positions in the municipal government for first degree blood relatives of the victims and ensuring that children had access to their deceased parents’ pensions (El Diario 2016).
Deadly nonstate violence led to the state stepping in as a mediator
(16) Laymi–Qaqachaka 2000 As part of a long-running boundary conflict among communities of the Laymi, Puraka, Qaqachaka, and Jukumani ayllus on the Potosí–Oruro border, a new outburst of violence occurred in January 2000. Qaqachaka community leader Gregorio Titi Tola was shot in the face by Laymi attackers. The Qaqachaka assaulted people and property in the Laymi settelments of Sora Sora and Maruqu Marka, killing 17 and wounding a hundred (Fernández Osco 2004, 288). This was the largest in an ongoing series of violent attacks between the ayllus, often with ritual dimensions in the violence itself (Fernández Osco 2004, 291–95). In response the state deployed military and police forces and proposed a series of peace plans among the communities (Fernández Osco 2004, 288; La Patria 2000; Agencia de Noticias Fides 2000).
(33) In the 2006 Huanuni mining clashes, fratricidal violence over the right to work in the lucrative Posokoni mine claimed the lives of seven cooperative miners, four unionized miners, two unemployed persons recently granted the right to work in the mine, two transport workers, one vendor, and one miner whose affiliation is reported differently by different sources (Castillo, n.d.; Howard and Dangl 2006; Agencia de Noticias Fides 2006). The parties involved were salaried miners employed by COMIBOL and cooperative miners working parts of the mine closer to the surface. Dueling protests and multiple rounds of negotiation preceded the clash. On October 5, cooperativists advanced on the disputed Posokoni hill, attacking offices, a radio station, church, and the houses of salaried miners. Fighting between the two groups involved dynamite and other mining explosives and gunfire, as well as less destructive combat. Hundreds of police deployed to the region did not intervene during two brutal days of conflict, but the Defensor del Pueblo brokered a resolution to the conflict after the sixteen October deaths. Four mining cooperatives were incorporated into the workforce of the state-owned mining company COMIBOL. In this unique case, the very parties to the original conflict were liquidated by its resolution. Cooperative miners who held out from accepting this agreement took part in the November 12 clash that led to the death of police officer Juan Carlos Quenallata on November 12 (“Murió El Policía, al Que Atacaron Cooperativistas” 2006; Ávila 2015).
(45) Pre-Resignation Protests 2019 There was significant private violence during the 2019 protests alleging fraud during the re-election of President Evo Morales. In the small city of Montero, Santa Cruz, confrontations between supporters and opponents of the president escalated to two incidents of gunfire on October 30. MAS supporters were wounded in a daytime confrontation, while two members of the anti-MAS Santa Cruz civic movement were shot dead in the evening (GIEI Bolivia 2021, 34–52, 387–89). On November 6, a Resistencia Juvenil Cochala-affiliated student died amid intense clashes. While he was widely believed to have been beaten by MAS supporters, forensic and testimonial investigation found that he was wounded by an accidental impact from a projectile explosive launched by himself or one of his comrades (GIEI Bolivia 2021, 66–73). These deaths, as well as the existence of pro-Morales snipers targeting anti-Morales protests on November 8 and 9 (GIEI Bolivia 2021, 138–68), strengthened protests against the president and contributed to a police mutiny against his rule. (Two further beatings, one committed by Morales’ allies and another by his opponents, were committed before the resignation, but both victims died some days afterwards.)
Mixed outcome
(40) Arcopongo mine conflict: In a dispute over gold mining between Arcopongo community members and the Ullakaya Condori and Palma Flor mining cooperatives, three were killed (Opinión 2014). Tensions erupted after the Palma Flor cooperative received permission to mine after a shortened process whereas it had taken the Ullakaya Condori cooperative a year to receive approval (Página Siete 2014a; Página Siete 2014b). Following the conflict, through resolution 5768 Comibol declared the cessation of all mining activities in the area (Paredes 2015; “Oro En Bolivia: Arcopongo Destapó Falencias Legales Sobre Avasallamiento En Áreas Mineras” 2014). Despite these declarations, reports note that mining in the area did not stop and La Paz governor César Cocarico called on Comibol to do more to end confrontations in the area (BNamericas.Com 2014).
(34) 11 de Enero Clashes: Right-wing civic movements calling for departmental autonomy and left-grassroots movements repudiating them and backing the ongoing Constituent Assembly engaged in a pattern of competitive mobilization from mid-December 2006 to mid-January 2007 in the Cochabamba city center, culminating in deadly physical confrontations on January 11–12, 2007 (Hernández 2012; Asamblea Permanente de Derechos Humanos de Cochabamba 2008; Alem Rojo and Rocha Monroy 2008).
This began on December 14, when Prefect Manfred Reyes Villa convened and addressed a rally/cabildo on the Prado that called for departmental autonomy, refused to recognized the constitution then being drafted in Sucre, and—alongside four other cabildos held in eastern departments the next day—endorsed the formation of a “Junta Autonómica Democrática de Bolivia” (Los Tiempos 2007a). Perhaps inadvertently, Reyes Villa’s speech called for independence rather than autonomy of the departments.
In response, urban and rural protesters from the left called for Reyes Villa’s resignation and rallied in support of the Constituent Assembly and the MAS-led government. They held protests in the Plaza 14 de Septiembre, with larger gatherings on December 19 and January 4, and then began a sustained pressure campaign including plaza protests and highway blockades.
On January 11, right-wing protesters gathered north of the Rocha River while the left continued its occupation of the Plaza de las Banderas. At 3:30pm, police between them stood down and a melee began. Juan Ticacolque Machaca, a 48-year-old coca farmer, was shot dead on the plaza in the first half-hour (Opinión Bolivia 2007b; Opinión Bolivia 2007a; Los Tiempos 2011); he was one of seven people who hit by live firearms. Just meters away, campesino Luciano Colque Anagua, 41, was beaten until his skull fractured; he never recovered and died in a hospital on February 25 (Los Tiempos 2007b). Around 5pm, Christian Daniel Urresti Ferrel, a seventeen-year-old youth on the civic movement side, was beaten to death in a street brawl with campesinos . Hundreds were wounded on both sides. 
In the wake of the deaths, urban left grassroots protesters intensified protests calling for Reyes Villa’s resignation, but the rural protesters heeded national government calls to demobilize. Reyes Villa was eventually recalled by referendum in mid-2008.
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2019 Event Handling: Pre-resignation events merged. Early post-resignation events (November 10-13) merged.
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2019 Event Handling: Pre-resignation events merged. All post-resignation events merged.
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