Appendix B:

Short Instructions for Treasure Hunt Game
This computer game allows you to earn money that you get to keep, and gives the researchers valuable data on how people make decisions.

You will take a virtual voyage to a series of islands in search of buried treasure. Each island has 20 sites that you can dig up by clicking the mouse. You get 5 points each time you click a site with buried treasure. You have 200 clicks to use on the voyage, so you can dig up all the sites on 10 islands. You don't have to dig up all the sites, however. If you want to, you can go to the next island without digging at all. You can end the voyage at any time, but you will earn more money if you use almost all the clicks.

The next island is either to the North or the South. Sometimes the winds are favorable for sailing South, sometimes for sailing North. As a result, your cost (in points) of reaching the next island is either high or low. The amount of buried treasure on an island is not affected by the cost of getting there. 

You may have time for more than one voyage. Some details may change from one voyage to the next, so you should check your screen carefully. For example:

· On some voyages, you must either skip all the sites on an island or else dig up all of them. On other voyages you can dig up as many of the 20 sites as you want before leaving for the next island. 

· On some voyages the computer chooses for you whether to go North or South, but on most voyages you choose yourself. 

· On some voyages, high and low costs are equally likely whether you go North or South. On other voyages, high costs are more (or less) likely when you go North, in which case there may be more (or fewer) high value islands to the North. Look on the board at the front of the room for information on costs and island values.
· Usually you have to dig up a few sites to get an idea of how much treasure there is on an island, but on some voyages the computer tells you as soon as you reach an island exactly how much treasure it has. Sometimes it tells you the probability of hitting treasure on any click on that island.

The dollar value of points is written on the board. You will be paid cash for the points you earned in one of your voyages, chosen randomly. Try a practice voyage (not for money), raise your hand to ask any questions you still have, and go for it!






