
In this research, we have already asked some undergraduate students to construct “rebus puzzles.” A 
rebus puzzle is a kind of riddle in which words and/or diagrams are used to represent a familiar term or 
phrase.  

Here are two examples:             YouJustMe 

These examples above use the positioning of the words to create the riddle. The first one has the answer 
“Travel overseas,” because “travel” is over “cccc”s. The second example is “just between you and me” 
(i.e., “just” is between “you” and “me”). 

Other rebuses use counting, different sizes, shapes, or positions to create the riddle, such as these 
examples: 

0 
M.D. 
Ph.D. 
B.A. 

Three degrees below zero 

Funny Funny 
Words Words Words Words 

Too funny for words (2 funny; 4 words) 

Your time is up 

 

Your task: 

The next few pages contain the puzzles that were submitted by some undergraduate students. We would 
like you to rate the creativity of these puzzle (i.e., give a rating to each puzzle based on whether it has 
original ideas, is innovative, and is clever). 

Please rate each puzzle on a 1 to 10 scale, where “10” is the highest possible rating and “1” is the lowest 
possible rating.  
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