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Online Appendix.1 Survey Question Wordings

Pro-Western orientation: “To what extent do you agree with the following state-

ment: We must strive to learn from the West in terms of institutions and thoughts.”
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The choices were “agree,” “somewhat agree,” “somewhat disagree,” and “disagree.”

National pride: “How proud are you as a Chinese citizen?” The choices were

“proud,” “somewhat proud,” “not very proud,” and “not proud.”

China’s current overall situation: “On a scale from 1 to 7, with 1 being very dis-
satisfied and 7 being very satisfied, how satisfied are you with the overall current

situation in China?”

Responsiveness of the Chinese government: “On a scale from 1 to 7, to what extent
would you agree with the following statement: Overall our government is working

for the people and responsive to the needs of people.”

Trust on the Chinese government: “On a scale from 1 to 7, to what extent would
you agree with the following statement: in general, we can trust the decisions made

by our government.”

Political interest: “How interested are you in political affairs?” The choices were:

“interested,”, “somewhat interested,” “not very interested,” and “not interested.”

News consumption: “How often do you follow news: almost everyday, three to four

times a week, one to two times a week, once every couple of weeks, or rarely?”

Internal political efficacy: “Do you agree with the following statement: Politics

are too complicated for people like me to understand.” The choices were: “agree,”
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“somewhat agree,” “somewhat disagree,” and “disagree.”

External political efficacy: “Do you agree with the following statement: People like

me can have an influence on the government’s decision making.” The choices were:
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“agree,” “somewhat agree,” “somewhat disagree,” and “disagree.”



Individualism: “Do you agree with the following statement: There were first in-

dividuals and then the country, therefore individuals are more important than the
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country.” The choices were: “agree,” “somewhat agree,” “somewhat disagree,” and

“disagree.”

Life satisfaction: “On a scale from 1 to 7, how satisfied are you with your life these

days, all things considered?”

China’s future prospects: “On a scale from 1 to 7, how optimistic are you about the

overall prospects of China in 10 years?”

China’s political system: “On a scale from 1 to 7, how appropriate do you think our

current political system is for the country?”

Competence of the government: “On a scale from 1 to 7, how competent do you

think our government is?”

Performance of the government: “On a scale from 1 to 7, how satisfied are you with

the general performance of our government?”

Age group: The choices were “< 19,7 “20-24,” “25-29." “30-34,” “35-39,” “40-44,”
“45.49.7 “50-54,” “55-59,” and “> 60.”

Education: The choices were “< elementary school,” “junior high,” “senior high

school,” “three-year college,” “four-year college,” and “post-graduate.”

Family income: “On a scale between 1 to 7, where higher scores indicate better

economic condition, what is your gross family income condition?”
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Geographic region: The choices were “western China,” “central China,” and “east-
ern China.” FEach choice also listed the provinces, autonomous regions, and mu-
nicipalities included in that region according to China’s official definition of the

regions.



Online Appendix.2 Different Thresholds of Reading Time

The analyses of the experiment reported in the text are based on selecting respondents
from each treatment group who spent at least 60 seconds on reading the article of their
choice. To enhance the robustness of our findings, we also estimate the models with differ-
ent reading-time thresholds, including 0 second (no restriction), 30 seconds, 90 seconds,
and 120 seconds. The estimates are reported in [S1} [S2] [S3] and [S4

The results with these different thresholds are qualitatively similar to those reported
in Table|[l]in the text. For example, the estimates in [S1|show that reading “good housing
in East Northport” had a significant and positive effect on two out of five dependent
variables (Competence and Aggregate). Similarly, reading “good health care in India”
increased the respondents’ evaluation of Polity. In other words, even without applying
any reading time threshold, we still observe a significant and positive effect from reading
positive information about foreign countries on the respondents’ domestic evaluations. A
relative weaker result with the full sample is well expected, given that many respondents
who were randomly assigned to the treatment group did not actually read it, which
reduced the effect of exposure.

Table [S2], [S3], and [S4] report the estimates with 30, 90, and 120 seconds thresholds,
respectively. As we exclude more respondents who were not sufficiently attentive to the
readings, reading the positive articles about foreign countries (“good housing in East
Northport” and “good health care in India”) shows more statistically significant effects
on our dependent variables, and the magnitude of the effects also increases. For example,
reading “good housing in East Northport” increases the aggregate post-treatment evalua-
tion (Aggregate) by 2.5%, 3.2%, 4.1%, and 5.6%, respectively, when applying the different
reading time thresholds (0, 30, 90, and 120 seconds).

Overall, these results demonstrate the robustness of our main findings. In addition,
they also justify the use of a moderate reading time threshold to exclude respondents who
did not actually experience the treatment (reading exposure), given the nature of online

surveys.



Table S1: Effects of Information Exposure on Chinese Regime Evaluations (No Time

Restriction)
Governance Future Polity — Competence Aggregate

Good housing in 0.259 0.084 0.268 0.448* 0.025+

East Northport (0.189) (0.187) (0.187) (0.188) (0.015)
High rent in 0.144 0.486* -0.113 0.126 0.015

Manhattan (0.189) (0.191) (0.189) (0.186) (0.016)
Good health care  -0.115 -0.035  0.009 -0.251 -0.015

in China (0.237) (0.229) (0.232) (0.228) (0.018)
Good health care  0.102 0.133 0.3084+ 0.116 0.020

in India (0.159) (0.162) (0.159) (0.157) (0.013)

Note: Standard errors in parentheses. *** p < 0.001, ** p < 0.01, * p < 0.05, +
p < 0.10. The number of observations for each row (each reading preference) is 461,
441, 302, and 609, respectively. The first four models (Governance, Future, Polity, and
Competence) are estimated by ordered logistic regressions, and the last model (Aggre-
gate) is estimated with the ordinary least square (OLS) regression with robust standard
errors. Aggregate is also rescaled to lie between 0 and 1 for intuitive interpretation.

Table S2: Effects of Information Exposure on Chinese Regime Evaluations (30 Seconds)

Governance Future — Polity ~— Competence Aggregate

Good housing in 0.325 0.252 0.3624+ 0.509* 0.032+

East Northport (0.211) (0.208)  (0.209) (0.209) (0.016)
High rent in 0.206 0.554** 0.037  0.175 0.024

Manhattan (0.206) (0.205)  (0.205) (0.200) (0.017)
Good health care  -0.058 0.279 0.129  -0.032 0.004

in China (0.274) (0.267)  (0.267) (0.264) (0.020)
Good health care  0.173 0.172 0.390*  0.177 0.026+

in India (0.168) (0.171)  (0.169) (0.166) (0.014)

Note: Standard errors in parentheses. *** p < 0.001, ** p < 0.01, * p < 0.05, +
p < 0.10. The number of observations for each row (each reading preference) is 427,
416, 268, and 581, respectively. The first four models (Governance, Future, Polity, and
Competence) are estimated by ordered logistic regressions, and the last model (Aggre-
gate) is estimated with the ordinary least square (OLS) regression with robust standard
errors. Aggregate is also rescaled to lie between 0 and 1 for intuitive interpretation.



Table S3: Effects of Information Exposure on Chinese Regime Evaluations (90 Seconds)

Governance  Future Polity  Competence  Aggregate

Good housing in 0.320 0.452+  0.429+ 0.489* 0.041*

East Northport (0.250) (0.244)  (0.245) (0.243) (0.019)
High rent in 0.185 0.672%** 0.127  0.390+ 0.037*

Manhattan (0.231) (0.229)  (0.231) (0.224) (0.019)
Good health care  0.078 0.105 -0.076  0.007 0.000

in China (0.337) (0.324) (0.325) (0.321) (0.025)
Good health care  0.219 0.301 0.442*  0.085 0.028+

in India (0.203) (0.204) (0.206)  (0.200) (0.017)

Note: Standard errors in parentheses. *** p < 0.001, ** p < 0.01, * p < 0.05, + p < 0.10.
The number of observations for each row (each reading preference) is 385, 385, 240, and
517, respectively. The first four models (Governance, Future, Polity, and Competence)
are estimated by ordered logistic regressions, and the last model (Aggregate) is estimated
with the ordinary least square (OLS) regression with robust standard errors. Aggregate
is also rescaled to lie between 0 and 1 for intuitive interpretation.

Table S4: Effects of Information Exposure on Chinese Regime Evaluations (120 Seconds)

Governance Future — Polity ~ Competence Aggregate

Good housing in ~ 0.507+ 0.655%* 0.504+ 0.542* 0.056**

East Northport (0.271) (0.267) (0.267) (0.267) (0.018)
High rent in 0.210 0.655** 0.057 0.392+ 0.038*

Manhattan (0.239) (0.237)  (0.238) (0.232) (0.018)
Good health care  0.058 -0.211  -0.061  -0.018 -0.013

in China (0.410) (0.394)  (0.399) (0.405) (0.030)
Good health care  0.279 0.330 0.588** (.122 0.033+

in India (0.219) (0.216) (0.222) (0.215) (0.018)

Note: Standard errors in parentheses. *** p < 0.001, ** p < 0.01, * p < 0.05, +
p < 0.10. The number of observations for each row (each reading preference) is 370,
378, 225, and 501, respectively. The first four models (Governance, Future, Polity, and
Competence) are estimated by ordered logistic regressions, and the last model (Aggre-
gate) is estimated with the ordinary least square (OLS) regression with robust standard
errors. Aggregate is also rescaled to lie between 0 and 1 for intuitive interpretation.



Online Appendix.3 The Balance Table

The following table shows the balance statistics of the control variables for the analyses
reported in Table E| We report the model weighted differences (Diff.), i.e., predicted
differences, between the treated and control respondents on the control variables used in
the model estimations in Table [l In other words, the statistics reported in Table
represent the differences among the control variables after adjusting for the covariation
of the control variables. We also report the variance ratio for the treatment and control
groups using the same sample. The statistics are computed by the variance of a given
control variable of the treatment group over the variance of the same control variable of
the control group. Both statistics allow us to examine the balance between the treated
and control groups, and the treated and control groups are perfectly balanced when the
model weighted difference is 0 and the variance ratio is 1. Groups 1 to 4 represent
the respondents included in the analyses of exposure effects, corresponding to each row
(“good housing in East Northport,” “high rent in Manhattan,”
China,” and “good health care in India,” respectively) of Table . We also report the

p-value of the overidentification test for each group. The overidentification test computes

good health care in

the Chi-square statistics to examine whether the included covariates (control variables)
in the model specification are balanced between the treated and control groups. The null
hypothesis is that the covariates are balanced between the treated and control groups.
The results of Table [SHl show that most of the control variables are balanced between
the treated and non-treated respondents. The overidentification tests further provide
confidence to the balance of the regressors, as they fail to reject the null hypothesis.
A few variables show the signs of being unbalanced, which may be due to the small
number of observations in each analysis. For example, age group in “good housing in
East Northport” is not well-balanced with a variance ratio of 0.662, and external validity
in “good health care in China” is not well-balanced with a model weighted difference of
-0.13 and a variance ratio of 0.755. Nevertheless, even with these unbalanced covariates,
the overidentification tests show that the effects from the unbalanced control variables

are minimized on the regression analyses.

IThe estimates of these control variables can be found in Tables and
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Online Appendix.4 Additional Tables

This section reports the additional tables mentioned in the text.

Table S6: Summary Statistics

Dependent variables

Mean S.D. Scale Percentage

Aggregate reading preference  2.267 1.010 4 Reading preference for articles
Governance 0.499 0.205 7 coded as 1 in each pair
Future 0.647 0.208 7 Housing 50.0%
Polity 0.615 0.218 7 Health care 65.0%
Competence 0.582 0.235 7 American education 55.8%
Post-treatment Chinese education 55.9%

regime evaluation 0.586 0.180 24

Independent variables

Political interest 0.600 0.274 4  Female 42.2%
News consumption 0.781 0.289 ) CCP member 15.0%
National pride 0.732  0.282 4 Region: Western China 17.1%
Individualism 0.402 0.332 4 Region: Central China 23.8%
External efficacy 0.195 0.232 4 Region: Fastern China 59.2%
Internal efficacy 0.525 0.285 4
Pro-West 0.661 0.287 4
Pre-treatment

regime evaluation 0.560 0.189 19
Life satisfaction 0.511 0.203 7
Age group 0.171 0.115 10
Education 0.673 0.172 7

Note: All variables except the aggregate of reading preferences are rescaled between 0 and 1 for intuitive
interpretation, and higher values indicate higher support, approval, evaluation, or status of the variables.



Table S7: Sociodemographics of the Study Participants and Chinese Internet Users

Sociodemographics Study Participants Chinese Internet Users
Conder Female 42.2% 44.4%
Male 57.8% 55.6%
Eastern China 59.2% 51.0%
Region Central China 23.8% 26.3%
Western China 17.1% 22.7%
Student 30.3% 25.1%
Self-employed 16.0% 21.4%
Corporate office worker 19.1% 12.2%
Corporate management 2.8% 2.9%
Government employee 3.6% 4.4%
Oceupation Professional 11.3% 6.3%
Manufacturing worker 2.6% 4.6%
Service worker 3.5% 3.5%
Migrant worker 1.3% 2.4%
Farmer 0.3% 5.9%
Unemployed 5.9% 7.6%
Retired and other 3.3% 3. 7%
Primary school 0.1% 12.1%
Junior high school 3.0 % 36.1%
Education  Senior high school 12.4% 31.1%
3-year college 32.6 % 9.9%
4-year college 48.7% 10.7%
Graduate school 3.3 % N.A.
<19 7.6% 26.6%
Age 20-29 79.6% 30.7%
30-39 11.0% 23.4%
> 40 1.8% 19.3%

Note: Data about Chinese Internet users are from The 34th Statistical Report of Internet
Development in China, issued by China Internet Network Information Center (CNNIC) in
July 2014, around the same time as the survey experiment. The geographic distribution data
of Chinese Internet users are not available in the 34th CNNIC report and therefore taken
from the 33rd report of January 2014.
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Table S9: Logistic Estimates of Each Pretreatment Regime Evaluation Variable On Read-
ing Preferences

DV Housing  Health ~ American ~ Chinese Aggregate
Care  Fducation FEducation Preference®
China’s overall situation -0.037 -0.389 -0.366 -0.314 -0.527
(0.376)  (0.397) (0.377) (0.380) (0.346)
Government responsiveness 0.089 -0477+ -0.311 -0.661* -0.554*
(0.274)  (0.289)  (0.274) (0.277) (0.244)
Trust on the government -0.171 -0.404  -0.214 -0.731* -0.685**

(0.282)  (0.298) (0.282) (0.286)  0.253)

Note: Standard errors in parentheses. *** p < 0.001, ** p < 0.01, * p < 0.05, + p < 0.10. The
number of observations is 1200. Each regime evaluation variable is estimated independently, and
estimates of control variables, including all covariates in Table [S§| are not reported to save space.
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