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A Appendix

Table A.1: Descriptive statistics

Variable N Mean Std. Dev. Min Max

Party issue attention (t0) 363 5.920 6.127 0 36.332
Interest group mobilization (t−1) 363 4.594 4.084 0.065 15.833
Party supporter issue attention (t−1) 363 2.851 5.830 0 36.890
Government spending (t−1) 363 10.178 21.228 0 87.626
Party size 363 20.413 16.312 1.203 48.78842
Policy extremism 363 15.824 9.019 1.629 32.2357
Government party 363 0.424 0.495 0 1
Unemployment rate 363 10.406 1.839 7.2 13
Unification 363 0.879 0.327 0 1
Party system issue attention (t−1) 363 5.910 5.485 0.182 25.192
Party issue attention (t−1) 363 5.910 6.154 0 36.332
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Table A.3: Robustness Check based on issue attention by all voters

DV: Party issue attention (t0) Model 3 Model 4

Explanatory variables
Interest group mobilization (t−1) 0.142*** 0.121**

(0.049) (0.048)
Voter issue attention (t−1) 0.036* -0.008

(0.021) (0.014)
Interest group mobilization (t−1) * Voter issue attention (t−1) 0.020***

(0.007)
Control variables
Party size -0.004 -0.004

(0.009) (0.009)
Policy extremism -0.007 -0.006

(0.017) (0.017)
Government party 0.141 0.158

(0.250) (0.252)
Party system issue attention (t−1) 0.276*** 0.265***

(0.074) (0.071)
Unemployment rate -0.153* -0.153*

(0.079) (0.079)
Government spending -0.007 -0.036***

(0.014) (0.013)
Unification -1.038** -0.893*

(0.482) (0.461)
Party issue attention (t−1) 0.611*** 0.611***

(0.069) (0.067)
Constant 2.605*** 2.673***

(0.960) (0.968)

Observations 418 418
R2 0.79 0.80
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Table A.4: Robustness Check based on current interest group mobilization

DV: Party issue attention (t0) Model 5 Model 6

Explanatory variables
Interest group mobilization (t0) 0.144*** 0.129**

(0.046) (0.049)
Party supporter issue attention (t0) 0.237*** 0.098*

(0.068) (0.058)
Interest group mobilization (t0) * Party supporter issue attention (t0) 0.038***

(0.010)
Control variables
Party size -0.012 -0.010

(0.009) (0.009)
Policy extremism -0.001 -0.001

(0.019) (0.019)
Government party 0.299 0.279

(0.262) (0.279)
Party system issue attention (t−1) 0.302*** 0.312***

(0.075) (0.073)
Government spending -0.017 -0.045***

(0.014) (0.015)
Unemployment rate -0.169 -0.177

(0.110) (0.110)
Party issue attention (t−1) 0.545*** 0.524***

(0.068) (0.067)
Constant 1.831 2.144*

(1.183) (1.192)

Observations 319 319
R2 0.79 0.79
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Table A.5: Robustness Check based on average interest group mobilization during
the last legislative term

DV: Party issue attention (t0) Model 7 Model 8

Explanatory variables
Average interest group mobilization (past term) 0.135*** 0.127***

(0.046) (0.046)
Average party supporter issue attention (past term) 0.029 0.002

(0.024) (0.023)
Avg. interest group mobilization * Avg. party supporter issue attention 0.011

(0.007)
Control variables
Party size -0.004 -0.004

(0.009) (0.009)
Policy extremism -0.007 -0.007

(0.017) (0.017)
Government party 0.141 0.147

(0.250) (0.251)
Party system issue attention (t−1) 0.276*** 0.269***

(0.075) (0.075)
Government spending -0.005 -0.021

(0.014) (0.016)
Unemployment rate -0.160** -0.146*

(0.078) (0.080)
Unification -1.005** -1.004**

(0.487) (0.485)
Party issue attention (t−1) 0.611*** 0.611***

(0.070) (0.070)
Constant 2.693*** 2.664**

(0.993) (1.003)

Observations 418 418
R2 0.79 0.79
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Table A.6: Robustness Check based on two lags of voter issue attention

DV: Party issue attention (t0) Model 9 Model 10

Explanatory variables
Interest group mobilization (t−1) 0.100** 0.108**

(0.043) (0.050)
Voter issue attention (t−1) 0.058 -0.033

(0.049) (0.039)
Voter issue attention (t−2) -0.041 0.037

(0.049) (0.032)
Interest group mobilization (t−1) * Voter issue attention (t−1) 0.031***

(0.010)
Interest group mobilization (t−1) * Voter issue attention (t−2) -0.018

(0.013)
Control variables
Party size -0.010 -0.011

(0.008) (0.009)
Policy extremism -0.005 0.001

(0.017) (0.019)
Government party 0.207 0.289

(0.270) (0.304)
Party system issue attention (t−1) 0.269*** 0.332***

(0.077) (0.080)
Government spending 0.000 -0.020

(0.014) (0.024)
Unemployment rate -0.163** -0.264**

(0.077) (0.109)
Party issue attention (t−1) 0.617*** 0.540***

(0.070) (0.066)
Constant 1.900** 3.002**

(0.870) (1.153)

Observations 374 319
R2 0.80 0.79
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Table A.7: Robustness Check based with fixed effects for parties

DV: Party issue attention (t0) Model 11 Model 12

Explanatory variables
Interest group mobilization (t−1) 0.159*** 0.140**

(0.054) (0.055)
Party supporter issue attention (t−1) 0.064** 0.004

(0.028) (0.021)
Interest group mobilization (t−1) * Party supporter issue attention (t−1) 0.020***

(0.007)
Control variables
Party size -0.061 -0.061

(0.050) (0.049)
Policy extremism -0.032 -0.027

(0.025) (0.025)
Government party 0.306 0.307

(0.264) (0.274)
Party system issue attention (t−1) 0.318*** 0.322***

(0.073) (0.072)
Government spending -0.013 -0.038**

(0.015) (0.016)
Unemployment rate -0.195* -0.216*

(0.115) (0.114)
Unification -1.089** -0.966*

(0.537) (0.537)
The Left 0.573 0.456

(0.624) (0.605)
SPD 1.472 1.451

(1.391) (1.341)
FDP -0.517 -0.484

(0.502) (0.505)
CDU/CSU 1.961 1.929

(1.543) (1.529)
Constant 3.857** 4.125***

(1.542) (1.514)
Party issue attention (t−1) 0.560*** 0.548***

(0.066) (0.065)

Observations 363 363
R2 0.78 0.78
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Table A.8: Robustness Check with fixed effects for elections

DV: Party issue attention (t0) Model 13 Model 14

Explanatory variables
Interest group mobilization (t−1) 0.156*** 0.139**

(0.053) (0.054)
Party supporter issue attention (t−1) 0.062** -0.002

(0.028) (0.023)
Interest group mobilization (t−1) * Party supporter issue attention (t−1) 0.021***

(0.007)
Control variables

Party size -0.005 -0.005
(0.009) (0.010)

Policy extremism 0.001 -0.000
(0.021) (0.020)

Government party 0.236 0.222
(0.251) (0.271)

Party system issue attention (t−1) 0.322*** 0.323***
(0.072) (0.072)

Government spending -0.013 -0.039**
(0.015) (0.017)

Unemployment rate -0.231** -0.199*
(0.115) (0.114)

Unification -0.590 -0.760
(0.482) (0.496)

1990 -0.741 -0.240
(0.525) (0.520)

1994 -0.145 0.241
(0.412) (0.451)

1998 -0.610 -0.469
(0.561) (0.564)

2002 -0.059 0.113
(0.390) (0.366)

Party issue attention (t−1) 0.560*** 0.548***
(0.066) (0.066)

Constant 3.083** 2.982**
(1.164) (1.161)

Observations 363 363
R2 0.78 0.78
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Table A.9: Robustness Check without party-specific controls

DV: Party issue attention (t0) Model 15 Model 16

Explanatory variables
Interest group mobilization (t−1) 0.161*** 0.141**

(0.054) (0.054)
Party supporter issue attention (t−1) 0.063** 0.001

(0.028) (0.022)
Interest group mobilization (t−1) * Party supporter issue attention (t−1) 0.021***

(0.007)
Control variables
Party system issue attention (t−1) 0.316*** 0.321***

(0.075) (0.073)
Unemployment rate -0.180 -0.202*

(0.112) (0.112)
Government spending -0.013 -0.039**

(0.015) (0.016)
Unification -0.907* -0.793

(0.497) (0.502)
Party issue attention (t−1) 0.560*** 0.548***

(0.069) (0.067)
Constant 2.630** 2.988***

(1.086) (1.085)

Observations 363 363
R2 0.78 0.78
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Table A.10: Robustness Check with interaction effects for party supporter issue
attention

DV: Party issue attention (t0) Model 17 Model 18

Explanatory variables
Interest group mobilization (t−1) 0.161*** 0.140**

(0.055) (0.055)
Party supporter issue attention (t−1) 0.002 -0.074

(0.071) (0.076)
Interest group mobilization (t−1) * Party supporter issue attention (t−1) 0.022***

(0.006)
Control variables
Party size -0.011 -0.011

(0.010) (0.010)
Policy extremism -0.015 -0.014

(0.018) (0.018)
Government party 0.526* 0.537*

(0.288) (0.283)
Party system issue attention (t−1 0.333*** 0.338***

(0.072) (0.072)
Unemployment rate -0.175 -0.200*

(0.115) (0.115)
Government spending -0.013 -0.040**

(0.015) (0.016)
Unification -0.932* -0.813

(0.507) (0.512)
Party size * Party supporter issue attention (t−1) 0.001 0.001

(0.002) (0.002)
Government party * Party supporter issue attention (t−1) -0.098 -0.096*

(0.059) (0.055)
Policy extremism * Party supporter issue attention (t−1) 0.005 0.005

(0.004) (0.004)
Party issue attention (t−1) 0.545*** 0.532***

(0.066) (0.065)
Constant 2.854** 3.229***

(1.196) (1.207)

Observations 363 363
R2 0.78 0.79
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Table A.11: Robustness Check with interaction effects for interest group mobilization

DV: Party issue attention (t0) Model 19 Model 20

Explanatory variables
Interest group mobilization (t−1) 0.271* 0.250*

(0.139) (0.133)
Party supporter issue attention (t−1) 0.062** -0.000

(0.029) (0.023)
Interest group mobilization (t−1) * Party supporter issue attention (t−1) 0.021***

(0.007)
Control variables
Party size 0.007 0.008

(0.012) (0.011)
Policy extremism 0.001 0.002

(0.028) (0.027)
Government party 0.632* 0.633

(0.357) (0.400)
Party system issue attention (t−1) 0.324*** 0.328***

(0.073) (0.074)
Unemployment rate -0.180 -0.204*

(0.117) (0.116)
Government spending -0.013 -0.039**

(0.015) (0.015)
Unification -0.911* -0.796

(0.502) (0.507)
Party size * Interest group mobilization (t−1) -0.003 -0.003

(0.003) (0.003)
Government party * Interest group mobilization (t−1) -0.092 -0.090

(0.066) (0.084)
Policy extremism * Interest group mobilization (t−1) -0.001 -0.001

(0.006) (0.006)
Party issue attention (t−1) 0.552*** 0.540***

(0.066) (0.066)
Constant 2.207* 2.545**

(1.206) (1.202)

Observations 363 363
R2 0.78 0.78
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Table A.12: Regression analysis exploring the relationship between interest group
mobilization and government spending

Model 21: DV Model 22: DV
Interest group mobilization (t0) Government spending (t0)

Interest group mobilization (t−1) 1.005*** 0.017
(0.002) (0.017)

Government spending (t−1) -0.001 0.992***
(0.000) (0.004)

Constant 0.011 -0.284***
(0.009) (0.069)

Observations 451 374
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