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Al Variables included in the datasets

This appendix contains a list of all variables in the three datasets of the Bundestag Roll Call Vote Data

(BTVote). The datasets and detailed information on the categories, data sources, and coding

procedures is available in the codebook at https://dataverse.harvard.edu/dataverse/btvote.

Dataset Vote Characteristics

Variable name

Variable description

vote_id

unique ID of record in dataset (numerical identifier)

vote_id2

ID of RCV (numerical identifier)

vote_id_elecper

consecutive ID of RCV per electoral period (numerical identifier)

elecper legislative period (integers 1-17)

vote_date date of RCV (815 unique dates from June 15, 1950 until June 28, 2013)

source source of RCV in parliamentary protocol (alphanumerical code for page in the
parliamentary protocol)

vote_title title of motion voted (text)

vote_type type of motion (13 categories)

vote_finalpassage

vote on final passage of bill (dummy variable)

vote_numproposals

vote on more than one alternative at once (dummy variable)

policyl primary policy field of motion (24 categories based on codebook of the
German Policy Agendas Project)

policy2 secondary policy field of motion (as above)

policy3 tertiary policy field of motion (as above)

sponsorl first sponsor of motion (text)

sponsor2 second sponsor of motion (text)

sponsor3 third sponsor of motion (text)

sponsor4 fourth sponsor of motion (text)

sponsor_kpd

motion sponsored by KPD (dummy variable)

sponsor_leftpds

motion sponsored by Left Party (previously PDS) (dummy variable)

sponsor_greens

motion sponsored by Greens (including B90) (dummy variable)

sponsor_spd

motion sponsored by SPD (dummy variable)

sponsor_fdp

motion sponsored by FDP (dummy variable)
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Variable name

Variable description

sponsor_cducsu

motion sponsored by CDU/CSU (dummy variable)

sponsor_dsu

motion sponsored by DSU (dummy variable)

sponsor_gbbhe

motion sponsored by GB/BHE (dummy variable)

sponsor_dafvp

motion sponsored by DA/FVP (dummy variable)

sponsor_dp

motion sponsored by DP (dummy variable)

sponsor_fu

motion sponsored by FU (dummy variable)

sponsor_noparty

motion sponsored by nonpartisan actor (dummy variable)

sponsor_govall

motion sponsored by all government parties (dummy variable)

sponsor_govone

motion sponsored by at least one government party (dummy variable)

sponsor_mps

motion sponsored by group of MPs (not parties) (dummy variable)

requestl first party requesting RCV (text)
request2 second party requesting RCV (text)
request3 third party requesting RCV (text)
request4 fourth party requesting RCV (text)

request_kpd

RCV requested by KPD (dummy variable)

request_leftpds

RCV requested by Left Party (dummy variable)

request_greens

RCV requested by Greens (dummy variable)

request_spd

RCV requested by SPD (dummy variable)

request_fdp

RCV requested by FDP (dummy variable)

request_cducsu

RCV requested by CDU/CSU (dummy variable)

request_gbbhe

RCV requested by GB/BHE (dummy variable)

request_dafvp

RCV requested by DA/FVP (dummy variable)

request_dp

RCV requested by DP (dummy variable)

request_fu

RCV requested by FU (dummy variable)

request_noparty

RCV requested by nonpartisan actor (dummy variable)

request_unknown

unknown who requested RCV (dummy variable)

request_gov

RCV requested by government (cabinet) (dummy variable)

request_govpart

RCV requested by one or more government parties (dummy variable)

request_oppo

RCV requested by at one or more opposition parties (dummy variable)

request_govoppo

RCV requested by at least one party from government and opposition (dummy

variable)

free_vote free vote by at least one party (dummy variable)

bundesrat involvement of Bundesrat (2nd chamber) (4 categories: no involvement;
suspensive veto; absolute veto; no data)

gesta Gesta/DIP ID (database of Bundestag) (alphanumerical identifier)
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Variable name

Variable description

cabid_parlgov

cabinet ID from ParlGov database (numerical identifier)

cabid_erdda cabinet ID from ERDDA dataset (numerical identifier)

cabinet name of cabinet (text)

cab_start start date of cabinet (27 unique dates from Sept 15, 1949 to Oct 28, 2013
cab_end end date of cabinet (27 unique dates from Sept 6, 1953 to Sept 22, 2013)

elecper_start

start date of electoral period (17 unique dates from Aug 14, 1949 to Sept 27,
2009)

elecper_end end date of electoral period (17 unique dates from Sept 6, 1953 to Sept 22,
2013)
cab_parties names of cabinet parties (text)
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Dataset MP Characteristics

Variable name

Variable description

mp_id unique ID for MP (numerical identifier)

lastname last name of MP (text)

firstname first name(s) of MP (text)

elecper electoral period (integers 1-17)

gender gender of MP (2 categories)

year_birth year of birth of MP (112 unique years between 1875 and 1986)

date_birth date of birth of MP (3,367 unique dates from Dec 14, 1875 to Dec 15, 1986)

date_birth_text

date of birth of MP (text)

mandate_start

start date of MP's mandate in this legislative period (621 unique dates from Sept
7, 1949 to May 12, 2013)

mandate_end

end date of MP's mandate in this legislative period (627 unique dates from Sept
15, 1949 to Oct 27, 2013)

office_spell ID for office spell of MP in this legislative period (integers 1-5)

spell_start start date for office spell (1239 unique dates from Sept 7, 1949 to Oct 1, 2013)
spell_end end date for office spell (1240 unique dates from Sept 12, 1949 to Oct 27, 2013)
party_elec party of MP (at the time of the election) (8 categories: SPD; CDU; CSU; FDP;

Greens; Left Party/PDS; other party; unaffiliated)

party_elecdet

party of MP (at the time of the election), detailed coding (19 categories
including small parties that are coded as ‘other’ in variable party_elec)

mandate

type of mandate held by MP (2 categories: list mandate; district mandate)

mandate_detailed

type of mandate held by MP (detailed coding) (5 categories: district mandate;
list mandate at time of election; replacement mandate from party list; by-
election (only LP 1); elected by GDR parliament (only LP 11)

dualcand

MP ran as dual candidate (in district and on state list) (dummy variable)

district_id

ID of district in which MP ran (numerical identifier)

districtvote

vote share of MP in the district (Erststimme) (metric; range 0.23 —0.82)

closeness_district

closeness of district race (metric; range 0.00 — 0.75)

list state list on which MP ran (19 categories including the three predecessor states
of Baden-Wirttemberg)

listpos list position on which MP ran (89 unique integer values from 1 to 94)

listpos_total number of position on the list on which MP ran (106 unique integer values from

3to 152)

elecsafe_district

electoral safety in district (Stoffel and Sieberer 2018; metric, range 0-1)

elecsafe_list

electoral safety on list (Stoffel and Sieberer 2018; metric, range 0-1)

elecsafe_overall

overall electoral safety in both tiers (Stoffel and Sieberer 2018; metric, range
0-1)

minister

MP is chancellor or cabinet minister (dummy variable)

junminister

MP is junior minister (Parlamentarischer Staatssekretar) (dummy variable)
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Variable name

Variable description

parlpres MP is president or vice president of the Bundestag (dummy variable)
commchair MP is chair or vice chair of a Bundestag committee (dummy variable)
ppgchair MP is chair or vice chair of a parliamentary party group (dummy variable)
whip MP is party whip (Parlamentarischer Geschéaftsfiihrer) (dummy variable)
partyid_cmp party ID comparative manifestos project (Volkens et al. 2017) (numerical

identifier)

partyid_ches

party ID Chapel Hill expert survey (Bakker et al. 2014) (numerical identifier)

partyid_bl

party ID expert survey (Benoit and Laver 2007) (numerical identifier)

partyid_parlgov

party ID ParlGov database (Déring and Manow 2016) (numerical identifier)

partyid_parlgov2

party ID ParlGov database (Déring and Manow 2016; for parties with >1 ID)
(numerical identifier)
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Dataset Voting Behavior

Variable Variable description

name

mp_id unique ID for MP (numerical identifier)

lastname last name of MP (text; as given in the protocol; can differ from lastname in dataset
mp characteristics)

firstname first name(s) of MP (text; as given in the protocol; can differ from lastname in
dataset mp characteristics)

party_det party of MP (detailed coding at the time of the vote) (19 categories)

ppg parliamentary party group (7 categories: SPD; CDU/CSU; FDP; Greens; Left
Party/PDS; other; independent MP)

party_text party of MP (text)

elecper legislative period (integers 1-17)

office_spell ID for office spell of MP in this electoral period (integers 1-5)

vote_id unique ID of RCV (numerical identifier)

vote_date date of RCV (815 unique dates from June 15, 1950 until June 28, 2013)

vote_beh voting behavior of MP (7 categories: yea; nay; abstain; excused absent; unexcused

absent; invalid vote; voting behavior not or incorrectly protocolled)

vote_deviate

deviation of MP from party line (9 categories: no deviation; weak deviation; strong
deviation; excused absent; unexcused absent; invalid vote; voting behavior not or
incorrectly protocolled; no party line due to tie within party group; no party line
because no absolute majority within the party group)

References

Bakker R et al. (2014). Measuring party positions in Europe. Party Politics 21 (1), 143—-152.
Benoit K and Laver M (2007). Party Policy in Modern Democracies. London: Routledge.

Doring H and Manow P (2016). Parliaments and governments database (ParlGov): Information on

parties, elections and cabinets in modern democracies. Development version. Available

at http://parlgov.org (accessed August 2, 2017).

Stoffel MF and Sieberer U (2018). Measuring Reelection Prospects Across Electoral Systems: A

General Approach applied to Germany. West European Politics 41 (5), 1191-1207.

Volkens A et al. (2017). The Manifesto Data Collection. Manifesto Project (MRG/CMP/MARPOR).
Version 2017b. Berlin: Wissenschaftszentrum Berlin fiir Sozialforschung (WZB). Available
at https://doi.org/10.25522/manifesto.mpds.2017b (accessed July 10, 2018).
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A2 A (selective) list of single country studies using roll call vote data

This appendix contains a (selective) list of roll call studies of national parliaments.

U.S. Congress:

Datasets: Lewis et al. 2017; Poole and Rosenthal 1997

Party effects in roll call voting: Aldrich et al. 2002; Aldrich and Rohde 2000; Ansolabehere et al. 2001;
Cox and McCubbins 1993, 2005, 2007; Krehbiel 1993, 1999; Rohde 1991; Snyder and Groseclose
2000

European Parliament:

Dimensionality of conflict and party cohesion: Faas 2003; Hix 2002, 2004; Hix et al. 2005, 2006, 2009;
Hgyland 2010; Hug 2016; Mihlbéck 2017

Roll call request: Carrubba et al. 2006; Finke 2013; Thiem 2009; Thierse 2016; Yordanova and
Miihlbéck 2015

UK House of Commons: Benedetto and Hix 2007; Cowley 2002; Cowley and Norton 1999; Cowley and
Stuart 2003; Eggers and Spirling 2016; Johnston et al. 2002; Norton 1975, 1980; Schonhardt-Bailey
2003; Spirling and McLean 2007

Canada House of Commons: Godbout and Hgyland 2011, 2015

German Bundestag: Bergmann et al. 2016; Dishaw 1971; Markmann 1955; Ohmura 2014; Rueckert
and Crane 1962; Saalfeld 1995; Sieberer 2010, 2015; Stratmann 2006

Historical German parliaments: Hage 2017; Hansen and Debus 2012; Herrmann and Sieberer 2018
France: Rosenthal and Voeten 2004

Austria: Miller et al. 2001

Denmark: Skjaeveland 2001

Norway: Shaffer 1998

Switzerland: Hug 2010; Lanfranchi and Lithi 1999; Traber et al. 2014

Russia: Haspel et al. 1998; Kunicova and Remington 2008; Thames 2001

Various Central and Eastern European democracies: Tavits 2009, 2010, 2011; Thames 2005, 2007

Various Latin American democracies: Aleman et al. 2009; Desposato 2004; Jones et al. 2009;
Morgenstern 2004
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