


Supplementary Material 6.  
Comparison of average oyster density (number of oysters m-2 (Avg Den) with standard error (SE)) and variance to mean ratios (VMR) for oysters > 30 mm shell length measured in stock assessment surveys of the bars in each group from 2000-2008 (Groups 1, 2and 3: Mann et al., 2009; Group 4:  R. Mann, M.J. Southworth, J.M. Harding, J.A. Wesson, unpublished data; Group 5: Southworth et al., 2010).  Groups are described in Table 1.  

	
	Avg Den 2000–2008
	SE 2000–208
	Avg Den 2007
	SE 2007
	Avg Den 2008
	SE 2008
	VMR 2000–2008
	VMR 2007
	VMR 2008

	Group 1
	16.45
	2.02
	16.50
	5.57
	41.73
	7.82
	87.11
	58.3
	89.86

	Group 2
	130.89
	3.96
	93.86
	7.03
	138.06
	12.04
	68.72
	33.66
	67.15

	Group 3
	8.24
	0.75
	5.92
	1.38
	5.22
	1.18
	31.79
	30.59
	25.51

	Group 4
	13.23
	0.75
	20.29
	3.13
	21.0
	2.84
	16.12
	20.34
	16.16

	Group 5
	33.9
	6.48
	95.29
	35.86
	94.71
	24.73
	78.0
	94.5
	45.0
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