Table S1. Species list of biofilm-dwelling ciliated protozoa, showing body-size rank, and abundance in 1-, 3-, 7-, ... and 28-day samples at depths of 1 m and 3 m in coastal waters of the Yellow Sea, near Qingdao, northern China. Body-size ranks: S1 (13–17μm), S2 (19–27μm), S3 (28–36μm), S4 (37–50μm), S5 (53–71μm), S6 (76–94μm) and S7 (109–247μm); Body-size: equivalent spherical diameters (ESD).

	Species
	1 m samples
	3 m samples

	
	ESD-RK
	1 day
	3 days
	7 days
	10 days
	14 days
	21 days
	28 days
	1 day
	3 days
	7 days
	10 days
	14 days
	21 days
	28 days

	Acineria incurvata
	S2
	
	
	
	
	
	+
	+
	
	
	+
	
	
	
	

	Acineta tuberosa
	S4
	
	
	+
	+
	+
	+
	+
	
	
	+
	
	
	+
	

	Amphileptus houi
	S4
	
	
	+
	+
	+
	
	+
	
	+
	
	
	+
	
	+

	Anteholosticha warreni
	S4
	+
	+
	+
	+
	+
	
	+
	
	
	+
	
	+
	
	

	Apotrachelotractus variabialis
	S6
	
	
	
	
	+
	+
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Aspidisca aculeata
	S1
	+
	+
	+
	++
	++
	++
	++
	
	+
	+
	+
	++
	+++
	++

	Aspidisca leptaspis
	S3
	
	
	
	
	+
	+
	++
	
	
	
	+
	+
	+
	+

	Brooklynella sinensis
	S2
	
	
	
	
	
	
	+
	
	
	+
	
	
	
	+

	Certesia quadrinucleata
	S4
	
	+
	+
	+
	+
	
	+
	
	
	
	+
	+
	
	

	Chilodonella cf. uncinata
	S2
	
	
	
	+
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Chlamydodon mnemosyne
	S4
	
	
	
	
	
	
	+
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Coeloperix sleighi
	S2
	
	
	
	
	+
	++
	+
	
	
	
	
	+
	+
	+

	Conchacineta complatana
	S2
	
	
	
	+
	+
	
	+
	
	
	
	+
	+
	
	+

	Condylostentor auriculatus
	S7
	
	
	
	
	+
	+
	+
	
	
	
	
	+
	+
	++

	Diophrys appendiculata
	S3
	
	+
	+
	+
	++++
	++++++
	+++
	
	
	+
	+
	++
	+++++
	++++

	Diophrys irmgard
	S4
	
	
	
	+
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Dysteria crassipes
	S4
	
	
	
	+
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Dysteria derouxi
	S4
	
	
	+
	+
	+
	+
	+
	
	
	+
	+
	+
	
	

	Dysteria pusilla
	S2
	
	
	+
	+
	+
	+
	
	
	
	
	+
	+
	+
	+

	Ephelota truncata
	S7
	
	
	
	+
	+
	++
	+++
	
	
	
	
	+
	+
	++++

	Euplotes raikovi
	S3
	
	
	
	
	
	+
	+
	
	
	
	
	+
	+
	+

	Euplotes rariseta
	S2
	
	
	+
	+
	+
	++
	++
	
	
	
	+
	+
	+
	+

	Euplotes vannus
	S5
	+
	+
	
	+
	+
	
	+
	+
	+
	+
	
	+
	+
	+

	Folliculina simplex
	S6
	
	
	+
	+
	+
	+
	+
	
	+
	+
	+
	+
	+
	++

	Frontonia tchibisovae
	S7
	
	
	
	
	+
	+
	
	
	+
	
	+
	+
	
	+

	Hartmannula angustipilosa
	S2
	
	
	+
	+
	+
	+
	+
	
	
	+
	+
	+
	+
	+

	Hartmannula derouxi
	S4
	
	
	
	+
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	+
	
	

	Holosticha bradburyae
	S5
	
	+
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Holosticha diademata
	S4
	
	
	+
	+
	
	++
	++
	
	
	
	
	+
	+
	+

	Holosticha heterofoissneri
	S4
	
	
	
	
	+
	+
	+
	
	
	
	
	
	+
	

	Lacrymaria marina
	S6
	
	
	+
	
	
	+
	
	
	
	
	
	
	+
	

	Leptoamphisiella vermis
	S7
	
	
	
	
	+
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Licnophora lyngbycola
	S4
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	+
	
	+

	Litonotus bergeri
	S5
	
	
	
	
	+
	+
	+
	
	
	
	
	
	
	+

	Litonotus blattereri
	S3
	
	
	+
	+
	+
	+
	+
	
	
	+
	+
	+
	++
	

	Litonotus paracygnus
	S5
	
	+
	+
	++
	+++
	++
	++
	+
	+
	+
	+
	+++
	++
	+

	Litonotus songi
	S3
	
	
	+
	+
	+
	+
	+
	
	
	
	+
	+
	+
	+

	Litonotus yinae
	S2
	
	
	
	
	
	+
	+
	
	
	
	
	+
	+
	+

	Loxophyllum choii
	S3
	
	
	
	
	
	
	+
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Loxophyllum jini
	S7
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	+
	

	Loxophyllum qiuianum
	S6
	
	
	+
	
	+
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Loxophyllum simplex
	S5
	
	
	+
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Metaurostylopsis salina
	S3
	
	+
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Miamiensis avidus
	S2
	
	+
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Orthodonella apohamatus
	S3
	
	
	+
	+
	++
	+++++
	++
	
	
	
	
	+
	+++
	++++

	Oxytricha saltans
	S2
	
	
	
	+
	
	
	+
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Paracineta patula
	S4
	
	
	
	+
	+
	++
	++
	
	
	
	
	++
	+++
	+

	Paradiscocephalus elongatus
	S5
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	+
	
	

	Paralembus digitiformis
	S3
	
	
	
	
	
	
	+
	
	+
	+
	+
	
	+
	+

	Parauronema longum
	S2
	
	+
	+
	
	
	
	
	
	+
	
	
	
	
	

	Protocruzia contrax
	S2
	
	
	+
	+
	+
	+
	+
	
	
	
	+
	+
	+
	+

	Protogastrostyla pulchra
	S6
	
	
	+
	+
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Psammomitra retractilis
	S3
	
	
	
	+
	+
	+
	
	
	
	
	+
	+
	
	

	Pseudoamphisiella elongata
	S4
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	+

	Pseudokeronopsis flava
	S5
	
	
	
	
	+
	
	+
	
	
	
	
	+
	
	++

	Pseudotrachelocerca trepida
	S4
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	+
	
	

	Pseudovorticella paracratera
	S6
	
	
	
	+
	
	
	++
	
	+
	
	
	
	
	

	Pseudovorticella parafornicata
	S2
	
	
	+
	+
	
	
	
	
	+
	
	+
	
	
	

	Pseudovorticella sp.
	S4
	
	+
	+
	++
	+++
	+++++
	++++
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Pseudovorticella verrucosa
	S4
	
	+
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Spirostrombidium cinctum
	S4
	
	
	
	+
	+
	+++
	+
	
	
	
	+
	+
	++
	+

	Spirotrachelostyla tani
	S3
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	+

	Stichotricha marina
	S4
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	+
	
	+

	Tachysoma dragescoi
	S2
	+
	+
	+
	++
	++++
	++++
	+++
	
	
	+
	++
	++++
	++++
	+

	Tachysoma ovata
	S2
	
	
	+
	++
	+++
	+++
	++
	
	
	+
	+
	++
	++++
	+

	Thuricola valvata
	S5
	
	
	
	
	
	
	+
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Trachelostyla pediculiformis
	S3
	
	
	
	
	
	+
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	+

	Trochilia sigmoides
	S1
	
	
	+
	++
	+
	
	+
	
	
	+
	++
	+
	+
	

	Uronemella binucleata
	S2
	+
	
	+
	
	
	
	
	
	
	+
	
	
	
	

	Uronychia setigera
	S3
	
	
	
	
	+
	+
	+
	
	
	
	
	
	+
	

	Zoothamnium plumula
	S4
	
	+
	
	+
	+
	+++
	+
	
	
	+
	+
	+
	+
	++++


