Supplementary Table S1. Prevalence of domestic violence
	
	Definition used 
	Sample
	Methods
	Results
	Comments

	(Barnhill et al.  1982)
	Physical violence 
	837 new and discharged male and female inpatients/outpatients (over a three month period 1978-1979). 
	Cross-sectional survey. Violence Needs Assessment modified by authors and carried out by intake worker or key therapist
	153 (18%) patients experienced lifetime violence from a spouse. 
	Physical abuse only reported. Most results (e.g. gender differences, current violence vs history of violence) presented for violent victimisation in general; less detailed data on domestic violence. No data specifically on prevalence of recent (previous year) violence.

	(Bengtsson-Tops et al.  2005)
	Physical, sexual or emotional violence
	1382 women using psychiatric inpatient/ outpatient services in south Sweden in 1 week, Sept 2003. 600 (43%) were married or cohabiting. Exclusion criteria: acute psychosis, severe depression, developmental disability
	Cross-sectional survey. Self administered anonymous questionnaire developed for study used.
	Of the 63% (874) of women exposed to some type of abuse as adults, 40% (n=349) reported domestic violence perpetrated by a partner, 36% (n=315) reported violence by an ex-partner,

17% (n=151) perpetrated by a family member,

5% (41%) perpetrated by a caregivers.
	Details of numbers of women excluded from study not clear. 21% of those approached did not complete questionnaire. In addition to exclusion criteria of study, some professionals did not permit researchers access to some women. Data on domestic violence in previous year not reported separately in paper. 

	(Briere et al.  1997)
	Physical or sexual abuse 
	93 female psychiatric US emergency room patients 10% married/cohabiting, 50% never married, 46% divorced/separated/
widowed. Exclusion criteria: “too distraught” to be interviewed, incoherent or grossly psychotic or had difficulty understanding interview. 
	Cross-sectional survey. Interviews and chart records examined for a history of physical or sexual victimization as an adult 
	42% reported battering within a sexual relationship
	Not clear how many declined to be interviewed or were excluded. Small sample size. No data on prevalence of recent (previous year) violence

	 (Bryer et al.  1987)
	Sexual and physical abuse
	124 consecutive  female inpatients in private US psychiatric hospital; 68 agreed to participate, 66 completed abuse history questions
	Cross-sectional survey. Self administered questionnaire designed by authors
	6/66 (11%) reported adult sexual abuse by a nuclear family member. 17/66 (26%) reported adult physical abuse by partners, 6/66 (11%) by fathers, 4/66 (6%) by brothers
	Not clear how many reported adult sexual abuse by partners as not reported separately. No data specifically on prevalence of recent (previous year) domestic violence

	(Carlile, 1991)
	Hit (with or without a weapon) by husband
	152 married consecutive women seen as outpatients (n=88)   or admitted to an acute ward (n=64)  in South Africa. 7 patients who refused hospital treatment, absconded or were certified were excluded.
	Cross-sectional survey. Interview using questionnaire developed for the study
	74 (49%) women assaulted during marital relationship, 8 (22%) of inpatients assaulted in week prior to inpatient admission
	Only married women included

	(Carmen et al.  1984) 
	Serious physical or sexual abuse
	188 adult and adolescent male (n=66) and female (n=122) psychiatric inpatients in US University teaching hospital; 25% married; 47% never married.
	Retrospective chart review of all patients discharged over 18 months 
	41 (34%) women had been abused by husbands or former husbands. 
	Data on domestic violence experienced by men not provided; focus of study on lifetime abuse. No data specifically on prevalence of recent (previous year) domestic violence 

	(Cascardi et al.  1996) 
	Physical abuse 
	69 psychiatric inpatients with at least 3 months contact with a relative or partner in year before admission meeting DSM-111-R criteria for axis 1 disorder;

male (48%),female (52%), 88% admitted voluntarily to US psychiatric hospital; 72% lived with family members, 18% lived with a partner. 62% reporting dating a partner in previous year.
	Cross-sectional survey. Research interviews using Conflict Tactics Scales
	Within the past year, 63% of 43 respondents with a partner reported physical violence from the partner (severe for 16); 45.8% of 48 respondents living with a family member reported violence from them.  
	“About 60%” of patients approached during the 18 months study period agreed to participate. Data on violence not reported separately by gender. No data on domestic violence before previous year. Recent physical abuse not recorded in charts of most cases where it was reported on interview

	(Chandra et al.  2003)
	Sexual violence
	146 female inpatients in a South Indian hospital admitted over a 14 week period, 2001. Four (of 150) eligible patients declined to participate. 54% currently married, 11% separated/divorced, 8% widowed, 26% not married. Exclusion criteria: women with hospital stays <1 week or too ill to be interviewed 
	Cross-sectional survey. Researcher administrated  Sexual experiences survey (validated interview measure)
	22 (15%) reported experiencing abuse from a partner, 12 (8%) from a relative other than husband
	Few medical records mentioned the sexual violence disclosed during study. No data specifically on prevalence of recent (previous year) domestic violence

	(Eilenberg et al.  1996) 
	Physical, sexual and emotional abuse 
	180 male and female patients receiving psychotherapy at an outpatient clinic in a US  urban hospital. 27 missing records not included
	Chart review of responses to mandatory screening question in standard evaluation for any history of physical,
sexual and emotional abuse 
	26 of 138 women in the study (19%) experienced “some form of adult physical abuse, mostly domestic violence”.  No men reported histories of abuse or trauma as adults.
	Sample largely Hispanic. No data specifically on prevalence of recent (previous year) domestic violence

	(Goodman et al.  1995)
	Physical or sexual abuse 
	99 previously homeless women on a US community mental health centre caseload, referred from a local homeless shelter or psychiatric hospital. 10% married, 50% single, 40% separated/divorced/
widowed. 100 potentially eligible women were not interviewed (15 declined interview, 14 were  hospitalised, 15 did not attend scheduled interviews, 25 too ill to be interviewed,8 living on the street. 
	Cross-sectional survey. Modified Conflict Tactics Scales (CTS) (to measure abuse before age 18 and in adulthood) and 
semi-structured interview on childhood and adult sexual abuse
	86 (80%) had been physically assaulted by an intimate partner; 40% had been sexually assaulted by a partner. 
	80% African American. Representation from bisexual (12%) and lesbian (5%) group. No data specifically on recent (previous year) violence.

	(Grubaugh and Frueh, 2006) 
	Sexual and physical abuse perpetrated by a partner. 
	156 randomly identified US public sector day hospital patients recruited for a study on trauma within psychiatric settings (Frueh et al, 2005); 141 completed study measures (79 men, 62 women) 
	Cross-sectional survey.

Trauma Assessment for Adults (TAA)
	21 patients (14.9%) - 1 (1.3%) man, 20 (32.3%) women - reported at least one incident of abuse from partner 
	No data specifically on recent (previous year) violence

	(Herman, 1986)
	Physical or sexual assault or abuse
	190 (105 women, 85 men) US outpatients at an urban teaching hospital
	Data on violence extracted from records of routine clinical evaluation 
	23% of women who had ever been married “had been beaten” by their husbands
	Not clear how many subjects had been married but authors state “most were single”. Specific data on domestic violence not provided for single people. No data on recent  (previous year) violence

	(Heru et al.  2006)
	Psychological, physical or sexual abuse perpetrated by a romantic partner in the past year
	110 (44 male and 66 female) patients admitted to inpatient acute unit with suicidal ideation or behaviour, and who had lived with a partner in previous 6 months. Acutely psychotic or agitated patients excluded from study
	Cross-sectional survey Revised Conflict Tactics Scales (CTS2)
	In previous year, prevalence of partner–to-respondent physical violence: 93% for men; 92% for women; prevalence of partner–to-respondent psychological abuse: 83% for men, 92% for women;

prevalence of partner–to-respondent sexual abuse: 29% for men, 19% for women
	Non -response rate not clear. Sample largely Caucasian. Includes 2 homosexual men and 5 lesbian women. No data on violence earlier than previous year.

	(Hoffman and Toner, 1988)
	Physical and sexual assault against a person, by a spouse or partner of the opposite sex 
	Consecutive psychiatric admissions seen by researcher independent of clinical team in 2 centres in Toronto where patient had intimate relations with member of the opposite sex. Exclusion criteria: any condition that prevented informed consent. 25 male and 25 female inpatients included
	Cross-sectional survey. Conflict Tactic Scale administered by independent researcher.  

Additional questions were asked about sexual abuse 
	12 (48%) men and 19 (76%) women reported experiencing major physical violent acts from a spouse or partner. 2 men and 9 women reported being subject to forcible sex
	Non-response rate not clear. No data on violence earlier than previous year

	(Lipschitz et al.  1996) 
	Physical or sexual assault across adults’ lifetime
	120 (of 144 eligible) outpatients (72% female, 28% male) at an inner city US hospital based clinic who registered for sessions on 3 randomly chosen days in 1 month
	Cross-sectional survey. Traumatic Events Questionnaire
	30 (35%) women and 2 (6%) men reported physical assault from a partner 
	Not clear who perpetrator was for sexual assault data. No data specifically on recent (previous year) violence.

	(McPherson et al.  2007)
	Any physical or sexual violence by a romantic partner over the previous 12 months
	Mothers with severe mental illness recruited from 12 community mental health agencies and three psychiatric units in a large metropolitan US city. Inclusion criteria: female, DSM 1V diagnosis of severe mental illness, caring for at least one child between aged 4 -16 years, active case at study initiation. 484 eligible women of whom 59 (12%) declined and 46 (10%) could not be contacted. 379 participants at baseline (34% married) of whom 324 completed follow-up interviews
	Cohort study with data on domestic violence obtained at 1 year follow-up. Questions derived from CTS 
	72 (19%) women experienced intimate partner violence over previous year
	No data on prevalence of domestic violence before previous year

	(Najavits et al.  2004)
	Psychological, physical or sexual abuse 
	58 women with PTSD and substance dependence attending a US psychotherapy outpatient clinic entering a  psychotherapy outcome study 19% married, 43% never married, 38% divorced/separated/
widowed. Exclusion criteria: history of psychotic disorder or mania, organic mental disorder, being mandated to treatment, any characteristics that would interfere with assessment e.g. mental retardation or homelessness. Participants were recruited via advertisements and flyers. 
	Cross-sectional survey. Revised Conflict Tactics Scales (CTS2);
Trauma history questionnaire (THQ)

	Lifetime prevalence of domestic violence by a partner: physical assault in 38 (66%), psychological aggression in 52 (90%), sexual coercion in 33 (57%). Past year domestic violence by a partner: physical assault in 29 (50%), psychological aggression in 50 (86%), sexual coercion in 26 (45%).
	Selection bias due to method of recruitment. 

	(Owens, 2007)
	Psychological, physical or sexual abuse from a partner
	210 female patients presenting to a US urban psychiatric emergency clinic, 11% married, 61% single, 38% divorced/

separated/

widowed. Exclusion criteria: florid psychosis, dementia, impaired consciousness, lack of capacity (86% participation rate for eligible subjects)
	Cross-sectional survey.

Self-report questionnaire with abuse history items adapted from the Women’s Experiences with Battering Scale, the Abuse Assessment Screen, Conflict Tactics Scales
	157 (75%) reported a history of domestic violence from a partner - 129 (60%) reported a history of physical abuse, with 43/180 (24%) respondents reporting physical abuse in the last year; 84/205 (41%) reported a history of sexual abuse, with 34/193 (18%) in the last year; 27-34% reported psychological abuse 
	Variable response rates to different questions, possibly related to formatting of questionnaire

	(Post et al.  1980)
	Significant physical harm inflicted by a partner including slapping, kicking, punching, biting, or attacking with a weapon 
	60 (22 male and 38 female) psychiatric inpatients in USA. Exclusion criteria: patients too disorganised or too agitated to interview
	Cross-sectional survey. Structured Interview developed for the study
	19 (50%) of female patients and 3 (14%) male patients revealed they had been battered. 6 women and 1 man stated they had been victims and perpetrators of spouse abuse.


	Extent of selection bias not clear as no details on numbers or characteristics of non-respondents. No data reported specifically on domestic violence in previous year.

	(Tham et al.  1995) 
	Physical violence perpetrated by a person “who might have been expected to be supportive of the victim”
	184 (91 male and 93 females) presenting for an acute psychiatric assessment to a UK psychiatric service 29% married, 43% single, 5% divorced/

separated/widowed.  
	Cross-sectional survey. Screening questions developed for the study. 


	45 (24%; 12 men, 33 women) had a history of domestic violence; 5.4% (2 men, 8 women) had experienced domestic violence in previous 6 months
	Majority of participants Caucasian (69%). No details of numbers of non-participants so selection bias possible. No data on violence before previous 6 months 

	(Weingourt, 1990)
	Marital rape as defined by author has these characteristics: a) attempted or actual vaginal, digital, anal, or oral sexual activity (b) use of force or threat to use force (c) absence of freely given consent. 
	Convenience sample of 53 women treated for depressive or anxiety disorder in US referred to study by therapists. 
	Cross-sectional survey. Semi-structured Interview developed specifically for the study
	17 (32%) had been raped by their husbands and 16 (30%) had been raped and battered by their husbands.  
	Highly selected sample. No data reported specifically on previous year. 


* Where available in paper cited, details of partner status/contact with family are provided.
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