Table S1. Sociodemographic and clinical characteristics
	Characteristics
	Sustained treatment-free status
(n=43,065)
	Continuous treatment

(n=71,543)
	Late re-contact
(n=11,863)

	Age groups [n (%)]**                                                                                   

   >=85                                                                         

   75-84

   65-74

   55-64

   45-54

   35-44                                                                                                                                           

   25-34

   18-24                                                                  
	491 (1.1)

3034 (7.0)

4732 (11.0)

4921 (11.4)

7916 (18.4)

8683 (20.2)

7839 (18.2)

5449 (12.7)
	528 (0.7)

5290 (7.4)

10337 (14.4)

10514 (14.7)

15956 (22.3)

15803 (22.1)

9288 (13.0)

3827 (5.3)
	74 (0.6)

679 (5.7)

1387 (11.7)

1556 (13.1)

2401 (20.2)

2630 (22.2)

2020 (17.0)

1116 (9.4)

	Sex [n (%)]**
   Male 

   Female
	17129 (39.8)

25936 (60.2)
	28326 (39.6)

43217 (60.4)
	4316 (36.4)

7547 (63.6)

	Depression diagnosis at index visit [n (%)]**    

   Major depression     

   Other depression     
	15321 (35.6)

27744 (64.4)
	30682 (42.9)

40861 (57.1)
	4524 (38.1)

7339 (61.9)

	Past treatment history [n (%)]**     

   Newly diagnosed depression

   Non-newly diagnosed depression with history of both AD treatment and depression diagnosis

   Non-newly diagnosed depression with history of either AD treatment or depression diagnosis 
	20448 (47.5)

3454 (8.0)

19163 (44.5)
	13273 (18.6)

10953 (15.3)

47317 (66.1)
	4161 (35.1)

1224 (10.3)

6478 (54.6)

	Physician type at index visit [n (%)]**
   Non-psychiatrist

   Psychiatrist                                                                              
	9407 (21.8)

33658 (78.2)
	12319 (17.2)

59224 (82.8)
	2264 (19.1)

9599 (80.9)

	Clinical setting at index visit [n (%)]**   

   Out-patient                                                                                                                                                   

   Emergency service

   In-patient
	41317 (95.9)

220 (0.5)

1528 (3.5)
	69339 (96.9)

221 (0.3)

1983 (2.8)
	11483 (96.8)

51 (0.4)

329 (2.8)

	Index AD treatment [n (%)]**

     SNRI     

   Other newer AD     

   TCA     

   Other older AD

   Flupentixol/melitracen

   Use of multiple ADs

   SSRI
	3899 (9.1)

1538 (3.6)

3411 (7.9)

7708 (17.9)

2233 (5.2)

3971 (9.2)

20305 (47.1)
	6465 (9.0)

2308 (3.2)

6729 (9.4)

13919 (19.5)

2716 (3.8)

9573 (13.4)

29833 (41.7)
	1027 (8.7)

365 (3.1)

1031 (8.7)

2091 (17.6)

601 (5.1)

1175 (9.9)

5573 (47.0)

	Baseline physical illnesses [n (%)] 
   Chronic obstructive pulmonary disease**                                                                 

   Diabetes mellitus**                                                                     

   Renal disease                                                                 

   Cancer      

   Cardiovascular disease**      
	6556 (15.2)

4805 (11.2)

2535 (5.9)

1924 (4.5)

11790 (27.4)
	11860 (16.6)

9239 (12.9)

4242 (5.9)

3148 (4.4)

22368 (31.3)
	1897 (16.0)

1348 (11.4)

664 (5.6)

506 (4.3)

3409 (28.7)

	Baseline painful physical symptoms [n (%)]
   Headache/migraine/dizziness**                                                                  

   Back**  
   Musculoskeletal**                                                             
   Gastrointestinal**                                                             
   Others**                                                                                                    
	17158 (39.8)

13489 (31.3)

19645 (45.6)

21979 (51.0)

3337 (7.7)
	31074 (43.4)

23998 (33.5)

33812 (47.3)

38031 (53.2)

6071 (8.5)
	5187 (43.7)

4191 (35.3)

5721 (48.2)

6448 (54.4)

1038 (8.7)

	Baseline mental illnesses [n (%)]
   Schizophrenia**     

   Other psychotic disorders**      

   Substance related**      
   Alcohol related**        

   Drugs related      
   Bipolar spectrum disorder**         

   Dementia**      

   Generalized anxiety disorder**      
   Obsessive-compulsive disorder**      
   Panic disorder**      
   Phobic disorder**      
   Post-traumatic stress disorder**      

   Sleep disorder**      
   Attention deficit hyperactivity disorder
	1535 (3.6)

900 (2.1)

1080 (2.5)

337 (0.8)

231 (0.5)

653 (1.5)

1751 (4.1)

2085 (4.8)

589 (1.4)

1057 (2.5)

274 (0.6)

68 (0.2)

10011 (23.2)

26 (0.1)
	3991 (5.6)

2148 (3.0)

2631 (3.7)

745 (1.0)

429 (0.6)

2065 (2.9)

3189 (4.5)

4873 (6.8)

1914 (2.7)

3607 (5.0)

826 (1.2)

205 (0.3)

20045 (28.0)

48 (0.1)
	464 (3.9)

265 (2.2)

376 (3.2)

117 (1.0)

61 (0.5)

231 (1.9)

354 (3.0)

698 (5.9)

273 (2.3)

463 (3.9)

97 (0.8)

22 (0.2)

3249 (27.4)

5 (0.0)


Chi-squared test was used (for comparisons between groups by outcome status); all comparisons were statistically significant with the exceptions being renal disease, cancer, drug-related mental disorder, and attention deficit hyperactivity disorder (not significantly different between groups). 
Baseline characteristics were measured over the 12-month pre-index period.

AD=antidepressant; SNRI=serotonin norepinephrine reuptake inhibitor; TCA=tricyclic antidepressant; SSRI=selective serotonin reuptake inhibitor; other newer AD: bupropion and mirtazapine; other older AD: maprotiline, moclobemide, and trazodone.
**p<0.001
