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The radiocarbon date on the sea lion bone was calibrated using a marine reservoir factor of 725(173 for the north coast of Peru (Jones, 2009).

The project also excavated areas north of the mound at Huaca Prieta and found no convincing evidence of intact late Pleistocene materials. This is probably due to massive earth moving and land clearing by middle to late Holocene peoples building mounds and residential areas across the Sangamon terrace. The later mounds were laid out on intentionally cleared and leveled terrain and then made of thousands of adobe bricks, the sediment of which was derived from the surface of the terrace. Huaca Prieta, on the other hand, was built differently and constructed on top of the natural terrain, without first leveling it, although it is likely that the terrace surface was modified significantly in some places. As noted in the text, we have exposed more than 200 m2 of the buried surface of the terrace and found spotty evidence for early human presence in only three locations.

Fiedel (2000) and Kennett et al. (2002) have postulated that the use of old driftwood in desertic areas such as the coast of Peru may have produced older radiocarbon dates at some early sites. However, neither article provides hard evidence to substantiate these concerns. Collectively, among the four geologists and several archeologists working on the Huaca Prieta project, we have excavated more than ~600 m2 of late Pleistocene deposits at more than 20 sites in north coastal Peru. We have not yet excavated any driftwood in any of these sites. It is possible that all driftwood was collected and used as fuel at these sites, but there is no proof of this. Further, we have examined more than ~200 km of buried yet vertically exposed late Pleistocene strata in canal and road cuts, natural and artificial drainages, etc. and have seen no more than 2–3 pieces of driftwood, and this was always within 0.2 km of the delta of rivers. Further, paleoecological studies show that the north coast of Peru during this time period was not a desert plain but a semi-forested grassland (Netherly, 2011).
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Supplementary Tables

Table S1. Distribution of faunal species and remains from Units 15 and TP-22. 
	Units
	Mammals
	Aves
	Shellfish/Fish

	Unit 15
	Otaria sp. (Sea Lion)
	Odocoileus virginianus (deer)
	Phalacrocorax bougainvillii   (Cormorant)
	Larus sp. (Seagull)
	Dives dives (blackbird)
	Fissurella peruviana (Peruvian   Keyhole Limpet)
	Fissur-ella maxima (Giant Keyhole Limpet)
	Tegula- atra (Sea snail)
	Thais chocolata (Sea snail)
	Galeo-rhinus sp. (Shark)
	Carcha-rhinus sp. (Shark)
	Protothaca thaca (Clam)
	Platyxanthus orbignyi (Spider crab)

	Stratum 4
	
	
	1 (1)
	
	
	3 (2)
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Stratum 8
	6 (1)
	
	
	
	
	2 (1)
	
	
	
	
	3 (1)
	
	6 (1)

	Stratum 9
	2 (1)
	3 (1)
	
	2 (2)
	
	4 (2)
	
	
	
	1 (1)
	2 (1)
	
	2 (1)

	Stratum 13a
	
	
	
	
	
	4 (3)
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Subtotal
	8 (2)
	3 (1) 
	1 (1)
	2 (2)
	
	13 (8)
	
	
	
	1 (1)
	5 (2)
	
	8 (2)

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Unit 22
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Stratum 5a
	
	
	
	
	
	
	1 (1)
	
	3 (1)
	
	
	7 (4)
	

	Stratum 8a-b
	6 (1)
	
	
	
	
	
	2 (1)
	3 (3)
	
	
	
	11 (5)
	

	Stratum 11a
	
	
	
	1 (1)
	1 (1)
	
	1 (1)
	3 (1) 
	2 (1)
	
	
	1 (1)
	

	Subtotal
	6  (1)
	
	
	1 (1)
	     1 (1)
	
	4 (3)
	6 (4)
	5 (2)
	
	
	19 (10)
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Total
	14  (3)
	3 (1)
	1 (1)
	3 (3)
	1 (1)
	13 (8)
	4 (3)
	6 (4)
	5 (2)
	1 (1)
	5 (2)
	19 (10)
	8 (2)


Table S2. Number and distribution of features, feature types, lithics and faunal remains in excavated units.
	Units
	No. of Features
	Feature Types
	No. of Lithics
	No. of

Faunal Remains

	
	
	Burned sediment
	Ash/charcoal/burned sediment
	Ash/charcoal/burned sediment/hematite
	
	

	Unit 9
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Stratum 7
	
	
	
	
	2
	

	Stratum 8a
	2
	
	
	2
	3
	2

	Stratum 8b
	2
	1
	
	1
	3
	

	Stratum 9
	1
	1
	
	
	3
	

	Subtotal
	5
	2
	
	3
	    11
	2

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Unit 15
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Stratum 4
	3
	2 
	1
	
	
	4

	Stratum 8
	2
	1
	1
	
	4
	11

	Stratum 9
	3
	1
	2
	
	5
	14

	Stratum 13a
	2
	1
	
	1
	5
	4

	Subtotal
	10
	5
	4
	1
	   14
	33

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	TP 22
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Stratum 5a
	2
	1
	1
	
	5
	11

	Stratum 8a-b
	4
	2
	1
	1
	6
	22

	Stratum 11a
	3
	1
	2
	
	6
	9 

	Subtotal
	9
	4
	4
	         1 
	   17
	42

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Total
	      24
	      11
	8
	5
	   42
	77
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Figure S1. Excavated buried use-surface of stratum 13a in Unit 15, showing location of burned areas, hematite and ash stain, and stone tools. 14C age in the burned area is given in cal yr BP.
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Figure S2. Line drawings of small to moderate size flakes of basalt, andesite, and quartzite used as simple expedient tools, a-c are associated with cultural stratum 9 and d-f are from cultural stratum 13a in Unit 15. 

