Roman Britain in 2022
I. Sites Explored

1. WALES

By Evan M. Chapman

Cardiff

(1) St Mellons, Land off Willowbrook Drive (ST 23517 80432):
 a watching-brief recorded a possible disturbed cremation of uncertain date and minor drainage features, some of which may be Roman. The majority of features were ephemeral and widely dispersed, suggesting the area was used primarily for agricultural purposes during the Roman period. This is supported by analysis of environmental samples which indicated that the site was characterised by grassland and minor agricultural activity from the prehistoric and Roman periods to the present.

Carmarthenshire

(1) Llangathen, Cwmysgyfarnog (SN 5674 2325): a geophysical survey across a cropmark enclosure, 60 m by 30 m, added little to that recorded through aerial photography,
 as the geology proved not to be conducive to geophysical survey. There was no evidence for the site having been a Roman villa.

(2) Manordeilo and Salem Community (SN 65 28): a scattered hoard of five denarii dating from a.d. 67 to 138. The coins are in poor condition making precise identification not possible for two of the coins. Nero, 1; Trajan, 2; Hadrian, 2.

Ceredigion

(1) Trawscoed (SN 671 727): the parchmark of a ditch observed in 2021, and again in 2022, at the south corner of the fort is probably indicative of an annex on the eastern side.
 

Conwy

(1) Caerhun, coin scatter (SH 79 72):
 37 denarii dating from 32 b.c. to a.d. 221. The last datable coin in the hoard is a denarius of Elagabalus, which gives the hoard the terminus post quem of a.d. 221. Mark Antony, 4; Vespasian, 4; Titus Caesar, 1; Titus, 1; Nerva, 1; Trajan, 3; Hadrian, 1; Sabina, 1; Antoninus Pius, 1; Diva Faustina I, 1; Marcus Aurelius, 4; Lucius Verus, 1; Faustina II under Marcus, 4; Commodus, 2; Divus Marcus, 1; Septimius Severus, 2; Julia Domna, 1; Elagabalus, 1; Uncertain Emperor, 3.

Flintshire

(1) Ffrith, Recreation Ground (SJ 2748 5656): a watching-brief recovered no artefacts of Roman date but undated deposits in two pits excavated by hand suggested possible occupation.
 

Merthyr Tydfil
(1) Merthyr Tydfil, Merthyr Labour Exchange, Pen-y-Darren Road (SO 05049 06657): an evaluation, excavation and watching-briefs produced evidence for occupation during the Roman period, linked to occupation of the fort at Penydarren, which is situated directly above the site. No structural evidence was found, but several concentrations of Roman artefacts were noted, as was an area of metalling that may have been a trackway. The finds date to the same time as the establishment of the fort c. a.d. 75. No evidence of Roman occupation beyond a.d. 130 was found, which confirms the findings of previous work on the site. No evidence for any defences was found and there was no evidence for a substantial road leading from the eastern side of the fort.

Monmouthshire
(1) Usk, Maryport Street South Car Park (SO 37795 00423): two of the evaluation trenches excavated, in the south-west quarter of the legionary fortress confirmed the Roman presence.  A stone-lined drain, which aligned with a secondary fortress road and it’s ditches,
 demarcated the west side of one 40 m long evaluation trench and its presence suggested that the road itself may continue to the west of the trench. At its east end and parallel to the drain, a coarse deposit of cobbles and pebbles likely represented a minor fortress path or road, 3.4 m wide. Apart from two pits, one containing three fragmented lamps, and a stone filled trench associated with mid-first-century greyware and first- to third-century amphora sherds there were no other structural features, nor any spread of finds between the drain and path, which may be indicative that not all of the available space for structures was utilised.  

A smaller 5 m square evaluation trench to the south-east revealed beam slots and two stone filled trenches all aligned NNW on the fortress axis.  Phasing of the beam slots and their relationship with the stone foundations presented difficulty in determining whether the greater number of slots were contemporary and part of the same structure, or whether some slots represented different phases, as potentially indicated by the relationship of the stone foundations to some slots.  All the features were considered related to the first fortress phase. Little dating evidence was recovered from any of the excavated features, but first-century material was the most prevalent.

Newport
(1) Caerleon, (a) 4 Arthur Street (ST 3341 1907): a watching-brief recorded within the lowermost deposit encountered, an alluvial clay layer, a small assemblage of Roman pottery, comprising sherds of South Wales greyware and Severn Valley ware, dating to the second century a.d. The alluvial clay layer represents an episode of flooding, possibly following the abandonment of this part of the fortress.

(b) Goldcroft Common (ST 3388 9084): a watching-brief recorded a substantial demolition deposit towards the base of the excavation, likely associated with later post-Roman activity, but including a Roman imbrex tile.

(c) 6 High Street (ST 33970 90566): a watching-brief recorded no finds or features of archaeological significance, demonstrating previous garden landscaping to a depth of at least 0.14 m. Incidental findings show that mapping for this area needs updating to show modern developments, boundary walls and a well.

Powys

(1) Caersws, (a) Westbourne, Manthrig Lane (SO 0310 9199): a watching-brief recorded a number of features relating to the Roman occupation of the area, including a road that had been previously seen in excavations along Manthrig Lane in 1988. Other Roman layers contemporary with the civil settlement were identified but their nature could not be determined in the small trenches that were excavated; it seems likely that they belonged to one of the later phases of settlement activity associated with the fort.

(b) (SO 0290 9214): a watching-brief on the outskirts of Caersws noted a deposit of probable Roman date, which lay within the approximate area of features to the north-west of the Roman fort. No in situ features or structures were recognised.

(2) Glascwm, (SO 12 51): a hoard of six denarii, ranging in date from 32 b.c. to a.d. 161. The group is fairly typical for a small hoard or purse from the Antonine period. The wear on these coins is consistent with the relative ages of the coins. Mark Antony, 1; Titus, 1; Hadrian, 1; Antoninus Pius, 2; Diva Faustina I, 1.

(3) Llandrindod Wells, Elancott, Howey (SO 0485 5904): archaeological mitigation work on the suggested alignment of a Roman road that runs south from the nearby fort of Castell Collen produced no evidence to confirm its presence. Part of the area appeared to have been disturbed possibly removing traces of the road. Alternatively, it may be that the Roman road lies on a slightly different alignment outside the area of the development.

(4) Llanelwedd, (SO 07 51): a hoard of 29 denarii, ranging in date from a.d. 72 to 161. The latest coin of the hoard was issued during the period a.d. 145-161. It does not exhibit any wear, which indicates that it was probably not in circulation for long before it was deposited, suggesting a deposition date between a.d. 145 and the a.d. 160s. The degree of wear on the rest of the coins is consistent with their relative ages. Vespasian, 5; Domitian, 4; Nerva, 1; Trajan, 10; Hadrian, 5; Antoninus Pius, 3; Diva Faustina I, 1. The coins were found in a field adjacent to an Iron Age enclosure or building.
 There is also a nearby spring that might suggest that the hoard was buried as a votive offering.

(5) Trefeglwys, Ffinnant Farm (SN 9774 9123): an archaeological mitigation during the installation of a service trench across the line of a Roman road revealed the agger of a road, c. 6.5 m in width, bounded by two side ditches. The agger was in good condition, but had lost some of its upper structure, probably as a result of ploughing. The agger had been built, or had slumped close to the time that the road was constructed, over the side ditches. No further features were identified in the area to either side of the road and no finds were found. Paleoenvironmental analysis of the ditch fills identified domestic fuel residues and spelt wheat, indicative of habitation close to the road. A sample of burnt roundwood from the northern ditch was radiocarbon dated to the middle Iron Age and spelt wheat grain from the southern ditch was radiocarbon dated to the Iron Age–Roman transition.

2. SCOTLAND

By Fraser Hunter

NORTH OF THE ANTONINE WALL

HIGHLAND

(1) Cromarty, (NH 79 67): metal-detecting
 produced a Romano-British trumpet brooch
 and a Roman Iron Age silver rosette-headed pin fragment,
 presumably from a Roman Iron Age settlement, though none is yet recorded in the area.

ANGUS

(1) Barns of Airlie, (NO 31 52): a fragmentary gilded plate brooch,
 originally with a central setting, is an unusual type for Scotland.
 Iron Age settlement traces are known in the area.
 

PERTH & KINROSS 
(1) Cargill, Hatton Knowes (NO 17 38): a stray find of a millefiori-enamelled disc mount
 was probably a military loss, given the rich remains in the area.

(2) Bankfoot, Loak Farm (NO 0737 3297): excavation
 of an Iron Age souterrain produced sherds of Roman pottery.

THE ANTONINE WALL

EAST DUNBARTONSHIRE

(1) Shirva. (NS 69013 75457): gradiometer survey
 west of Shirva farm located the Ditch and possible traces of the Wall base but no indication of the fortlet that had been hypothesised for the site.

FALKIRK

(1) Falkirk, ‘Noric’, Pleasance (NS 8869 7978): evaluation trenches
 in the grounds of ‘Noric’ confirmed the line of the Ditch in front of the fort at Falkirk.

SOUTH OF THE ANTONINE WALL

SCOTTISH BORDERS

(1) Newstead, Trimontium: ground-penetrating radar survey was conducted
 over the central area of the fort.

3. HADRIAN’S WALL

By ANNA H. WALAS

None submitted.
4. NORTHERN ENGLAND

By ANNA H. WALAS

LINCOLNSHIRE 

(1) Horncastle, (TF 259 695):
 a stretch of stone wall was revealed in the section of a service trench south of the Roman town wall adjacent to the Horncastle library.
 Upon examination it proved to be post-medieval in date but utilising Roman facing stones.

5. THE MIDLANDS

By PETE WILSON

BEDFORDSHIRE

(1) Astwood and Stagsden West End, Snakes Meadow Solar Farm (SP 96451 47098): evaluation trenching identified Iron Age/Roman settlement remains, comprising a series of enclosures, and associated internal and external features.

(2) Houghton Regis, Land at Bidwell West (TL 0070 2479): post-excavation work is in its early stages for a complex of features revealed on a new housing site, but results will certainly include numerous phases of settlement enclosures on changing layouts, and provisionally most of these date to the Roman period.

BUCKINGHAMSHIRE

(1) Beaconsfield, Land Adjacent to Amersham Road and Minerva Way (SU 95060 90721): an evaluation identified the remains of a Roman furnace. Ceramic building material recovered from backfill within the structure comprised tegula, imbrex, box flue and pedalis. Roman pottery and a coin of AD 364–78 were recovered from adjacent ditches and indicate a possible late Roman date for the demolition of the furnace.

(2) Buckingham, Bourton Solar Farm (SP 71646 33665): an evaluation confirmed the results of a preceding geophysical survey and identified an area of Roman peripheral settlement activity comprising ditches, small ring gullies and pits, including possible refuse pits containing dumped domestic waste. To the north of these features boundary ditches possibly demarcate a trackway or droveway. Pottery indicates activity during the late Iron Age and Roman periods, with a focus from the second century onwards.
 

(3) Wavendon, Land at Eagle Farm, Lower End Road (SP 9298 3820): excavation on this 1.3 ha housing development site has revealed a densely occupied landscape with large enclosure ditches and field systems most of which appear to date from a short span in the late Iron Age and very early Roman periods, with very little later Roman evidence. Post-excavation work is underway.

CAMBRIDGESHIRE

(1) Hilton, Land off Church End (TL 2890 6586):
 an archaeological evaluation revealed a series of ditches of likely agricultural function spanning the Roman, medieval and post-medieval periods.

HEREFORDSHIRE

(1) Ledbury, Land North of the Viaduct (SO 70274 39010): excavation identified two penannular ditches dating to the late Iron Age/early Roman period which probably represent roundhouse eaves drip gullies. Roman ditches and pits were also identified.

HERTFORDSHIRE

(1) Puckeridge, Clements Close (TL 38586 23867): small scale and ephemeral potential late Iron Age-to-early Roman settlement evidence was recorded in the northern part of the site, while the central part of the development site was devoid of features except for a group of quarry pits.

NORTHAMPTONSHIRE

(1) Daventry, Daventry North-East (SP 48900 64200): evaluation trenching identified an Iron Age/Roman settlement that was potentially associated with a trackway forming a precursor to Watling Street and associated with the settlement at Thrupp Lodge. A possible Roman inhumation burial was recorded adjacent to Watling Street at the east of the site.
 

(2) King's Sutton, Cemetery Extension, Mill Lane Cemetery (SP 5019 3551): six trenches were excavated and revealed evidence of a large enclosure and a scatter of internal features that were initially identified via aerial photography. No dating evidence was recovered but the morphology of the enclosure suggests a date of Iron Age to early Roman.
 

OXFORDSHIRE

(1) Adderbury, Land to the rear of St Mary’s House (SP 4644 3517): an evaluation comprised eight trenches measuring c. 1.85 m wide, and between 10 m and 30 m long. Trenches 4, 5, and 8 did not uncover any archaeological horizons or features. In the five trenches which did contain potential archaeological features there were: three undated possible postholes; one undated possible pit; and four ditches. The two shallow ditches were undated, but may have served drainage functions; a wide ditch was undated, but may represent a large ring ditch if it is the same feature as one uncovered in an evaluation immediately to the south; and the final ditch was dated to the Roman period by a single pottery sherd, and may represent a boundary ditch.

(2) Oxford, Plot 27, Oxford Science Park (SP 5441 0232): an evaluation was undertaken to

 further establish the character and extent of remains associated with the twelfth- to sixteenth-century Littlemore Priory namely: prehistoric peat deposits, the confluence of Littlemore Brook, activity associated with earlier Roman and post-medieval periods and the remains (if any) of significant waterlogged material.

Evidence for Roman activity within the site area was comprised of a number of features and residual finds, the majority of which were associated with later features and later phases of activity. Previously investigations within the site have resulted in the recovery of residual Roman pottery, with no definitive Roman features. 

On the whole Roman pottery was recovered from later (typically medieval) features and deposits, however the most securely dated Roman feature was within Trench 1, which was a WNW by ESE orientated ditch, which contained two Roman pottery sherds and no other material within the fill deposit. The orientation of this ditch was unique in the north-western part of the site area, aligned in an opposing direction to the surrounding later features. The function of the ditch was unclear, it was too shallow to be a major boundary ditch, so may have been used as a smaller, interior boundary ditch. Alternatively, it may have acted as a drainage channel diverting water to the WNW, downhill towards the river. The presence of the Roman ditch, and the spread of residual Roman pottery, provides further clarification on the presence of background Roman activity within the site area.

(3) Standlake, 77 Abingdon Road (SP 3989 0328): a watching brief on new house foundations revealed (besides earlier and later features) a single gully of possible late Iron Age or early Roman date, although this date is based on a single sherd of pottery.

(4) Stanton Harcourt, Land at Butts Piece (SP 4127 0563): amongst more significant remains from other periods, the excavation of this 2.3 ha site produced evidence of Roman occupation in the form of enclosures, field boundaries and graves.

(5) Tubney, Upwood Park (SU 4550 9999): a long-running recording action on this quarry site continued to produce evidence for a Roman ‘ladder’ settlement, the limits of which the fieldwork now appears to be approaching.
 

STAFFORDSHIRE

(1) Lichfield, Watery Lane (SK 13044 11948): 
 archaeological investigation in advance of the development comprised the excavation of six areas and two trenches in Site 3, and a further two trenches along the Netherstowe Lane re-alignment spine road. 

Archaeological features dating to the early Bronze Age, Roman, medieval, post-medieval and modern periods were identified during these excavations. This comprised 40 ditches, 41 pits, one post-hole, two stake-holes, two hedgerows, seven furrows, one cremation, and four other deposits.

The earliest feature was an early Bronze Age cremation burial in Area 3.2. Two features contained Roman pottery in Area 3.2. More significant evidence for medieval activity was identified, particularly in Areas 3.4 and 3.5, and comprised boundary ditches and drainage ditches, pits filled with domestic waste, and a system of medieval furrows. Activity is thought to have been focused between the eleventh and early-mid fourteenth century, and likely associated with activity within the deserted medieval village of Curborough Somerville. Post-medieval agricultural activity was also identified, mainly comprising field and drainage ditches and particularly focused in Areas 3.1 and 3.2. The latest features uncovered, which probably date to the twentieth century are the landfill deposit of a known marl pit in Trench 6, depicted on the 1924 OS map, and a possible twentieth-century backfilled boundary ditch in Trench 4 that does not appear on earlier historic mapping.

WARWICKSHIRE

(1) Baginton, Coventry Gateway South (SP 3560 7352): A comprehensive programme of archaeological investigations
 recorded significant remains spanning much of the Holocene, including Mesolithic and Neolithic flint scatters of potentially national importance. Fieldwork commenced in September 2019 and continued intermittently for a further three years. Post-excavation analysis is on-going.


A preceding evaluation highlighted features of later prehistoric and Roman date on the hillside overlooking the River Avon. Further trial trenching and geoarchaeological investigation in the floodplain subsequently located a series of former gravel islands, sealed beneath later alluvial silts, upon which was found evidence of occupation in the late Mesolithic and early Neolithic, comprising pits, stakeholes and substantial quantities of struck flint. A palaeolithic handaxe recovered from the river gravels was likely re-deposited from nearby Pleistocene layers. Features of Bronze Age date were also identified in the floodplain including a probable burnt mound trough cutting alluvial silts. Geoarchaeological boreholes will, in due course, produce a detailed record of landscape and vegetation change spanning at least the past 6000 years.


On the hillside, open area excavation targeting the features recorded in the original evaluation uncovered evidence for intense occupation of varying character since at least the late Neolithic/early Bronze Age. A substantial ring ditch, up to two metres deep, exhibited characteristics typical of a variety of contemporary monument types, including hengiforms and ring or curbed cairns. An early Bronze Age flint dagger may hint at a former burial, since truncated. A Roman field system seemingly respected the ring ditch, with later Roman activity including a corn drier, while by the early medieval period up to three sunken-feature buildings had been constructed nearby. Significant numbers of clay loom weights, many unfired, were recovered from the bases of structures.


The programme of work also included historic building recording of the former Rock Farm farmhouse, a late eighteenth-century brick-built structure, and the Avis Works, a facility originally constructed for testing aircraft engines in the Second World War, before its re-use in the development of tanks and later as an industrial estate. The former Alvis Works tank testing track was also recorded as part of the development.
 
WORCESTERSHIRE

(1) Eckington, Land off Jarvis Street (SO 92504 41243): 
 an archaeological evaluation confirmed that geophysical survey anomalies in the north-western part of the site represent sub surface features. The features are not well-dated with only one yielding a Roman pottery sherd. 


Roman sites in the West Midlands tend to produce large quantities of hard-fired ceramics so the low incidence on this site may well indicate that the majority of features were infilled prior to the Roman period. Moreover, the features examined correlate closely with those on the geophysical survey which includes examples which formed part of a semi-circular or circular feature. 


The shallowness of the surviving features suggests they have been heavily truncated by the medieval and later ridge and furrow ploughing that crossed the site. 


A ditch with a sherd of post-medieval pottery at the southern end of the site aligns with a ditch on LiDAR images which may be part of a headland for ridge and furrow ploughing to the east of the site.
 

UNITARY AUTHORITIES:

COVENTRY

(1) Kings Hill Lane (SP 43230 27500): a trial trench evaluation revealed limited evidence of pre-medieval archaeology. Two ditches were found in Area 2 which contained sherds of Romano-British pottery, in Area 9, prehistoric pottery sherds were found in an isolated pit. Extensive evidence of post-medieval agricultural activity was visible across the site in the form of furrows and field boundary ditches.

6. EAST ANGLIA

By PETE WILSON

ESSEX

(1) Colchester,  a) 16 St Clare Road (TL 97455 24925): archaeological monitoring of the site which is located within Lexden Cemetery, an area of known late Iron Age and Roman burials, revealed a single urned cremation burial. It was in a flask dating to the late Iron Age/early Roman period whichcontained the remains of possibly two individuals, one adult and one young child.
 
b)  Land to the east of Albert Street and south of Margaret Road (TL 99460 25855): an archaeological evaluation identified two shallow Roman ditches and a modern service trench. Both of the Roman ditches contained fragments of ceramic building material, with one ditch producing a single sherd of late Iron Age pottery and the other a single sherd of Roman pottery.

c) 86 Lexden Road (TL 97701 25078): archaeological monitoring within the late Iron Age oppidum of Camulodunum and the late Iron Age/Roman Lexden cemetery area. The investigation uncovered one Roman pit that contained two ceramic vessels that were probably displaced grave goods.

(2) Ramsden Crays, Crays Hall: TQ 70485 93385: a 45 trench evaluation
 Iron Age-Roman pits and ditches in 12 trenches. All features were relatively shallow which is likely to have been caused by ploughing impacts.

NORFOLK

(1) Dereham, Swanton Road (TF 9958 1405): excavation revealed an early Roman field system, including a boundary ditch and trackway which contained a pottery assemblage and fragments of loom weight the presence of which suggest the existence of a nearby, but previously unidentified, Roman farmstead. A secondary phase of Roman field boundary with a differing alignment was of a slightly later early-to-mid Roman date.

(2) Hales, Land North of Yarmouth Road (TM 3840 9730): a small number of archaeological features were discovered during trial trenching, consisting of four gullies and one pit. One piece of Neolithic worked flint, several fragmented sherds of Iron Age to Romano-British pottery, and one possible Romano-British glass bead were recovered from within two of these features. A layer of colluvium was also recorded across part of the site which post-dated the archaeological features. The features excavated likely represent small-scale late Roman agricultural activity within the site, possibly peripheral to the known settlement to the south.

(3) Norwich, Plot 2c, Broadland Gate (TG 29041 08985): an open-area excavation revealed evidence including three kiln or oven-like features and added to information relating to activities associated with a Roman farmstead, mostly of mid-third-century date but likely continuing in use from the mid/late-first to mid-second century A.D.
 

7. GREATER LONDON

By OWEN HUMPHREYS 
HILLINGDON

(1) Harmondsworth, Land off Holloway Lane  (TQ 0610 7830): a long-running excavation
 of a 10 ha quarry site continued in 2022 with, amongst features of other periods, limited evidence for Roman occupation.

HOUNSLOW

(1) Brentford, Waterside Block E-F, 80 High Street (TQ 17727 77403): an evaluation comprising six trenches
 revealed an early Roman ditch, 0.3 m deep and recorded to the north of site aligned roughly north-west/south-east. This may represent a boundary or drainage ditch, probably part of a field system or for drainage towards the river to the south. It contained five sherds of Roman pottery, probable la Graufesenque samian Dragendorff from 18 dish (SAMLG 5DR18), dated to A.D. 43-100. A ditch terminus infilled by comparable material and located to the west of site may also be of a similar date and belong to the same drainage system. It was truncated to the south by a linear feature containing post-medieval finds. No evidence was found of the Roman road recorded in the immediate vicinity of the site and the retained Roman pottery assemblage has little potential other than to suggest there was Roman activity on the site. 

SOUTHWARK

(1) Colechurch House, 1 London Bridge Walk/Duke Street Hill  (TQ 32850 80314): following an earlier evaluation in 2020, two test pits and 7 window samples were excavated
 within the footprint of the present building at the location of proposed piles, close to the projected southern abutment of the Roman London Bridge. This evaluation identified a sequence of deposits overlying untruncated natural sands and gravels adjacent to those found in the previous investigation. The two lower deposits of the sequence might have been of natural origin, but a Roman tile was recovered from the upper deposit. 
8. SOUTH-WESTERN COUNTIES

By JOHN P. SALVATORE

GLOUCESTERSHIRE

(1) Bishop’s Cleeve, Land at Stoke Road (SO 945 279): excavation identified enclosures and a roundhouse containing Late Iron Age to first-century A.D. pottery. Roman remains included further ditched enclosures, inhumation and cremation graves, agricultural ditches, and a crop-processing oven.

(2) Cirencester, Cirencester Primary School, Victoria Road (SP 029 015): a watching brief recorded a mortared limestone surface which may have been part of Roman intramural Street D. Roman demolition layers were also identified.

(3) Quedgeley, Hunts Grove (SO 8082 1196): excavation identified Roman rectilinear ditched enclosures that were part of a wider network of enclosures and trackways recorded by geophysical survey and extending beyond the site. Pits, postholes, and a possible stone surface or consolidation deposit were also found. The finds assemblage spanned the first to fourth centuries.

(4) Siddington, Land east of Ashton Road (SU 035 991): evaluation trenching identified Roman remains including walls, a stone-built industrial structure, ditches, pits, and postholes.

(5) Winchcombe, Greet Road (SP 02583 29207): excavation revealed Roman agricultural ditches which may have had late Iron Age origins. A cemetery containing eleven inhumation graves and two possible cremation deposits was probably associated with a Roman villa to the north-west.

BRISTOL

(1) Brislington, Brislington Meadows (ST 6264 7108): an evaluation revealed Roman enclosure ditches datable to the second to fourth centuries. Industrial waste, including a crucible fragment and an assemblage of glass beads and glass waste, may indicate small-scale industrial activity.

9.1. SOUTHERN COUNTIES (WEST)

SUPPLEMENTAL 

By JOHN P. SALVATORE

WILTSHIRE

(1) Purton, Widham Farm (SU 0923 8833): evaluation trenching identified an intensive concentration of Roman ditches, pits/postholes, probable occupation spreads, and the possible remnants of surfacing/trackways. The artefactual assemblage included pottery, primarily mid/late first- to second-century in date, and small quantities of ironworking slag.

HAMPSHIRE

(1) Havant, Land south of Lower Road (SU 700 061): excavation identified two square or rectilinear enclosures dating from the late Iron Age to early Roman period. One contained an undated but perhaps contemporary four-post structure and the other a working hollow and probable domestic oven. The charred plant remains are scarce suggesting that crops were not being processed on site, though fragments of two quernstones were found.

9.2 SOUTHERN COUNTIES (EAST)

By OWEN HUMPHREYS

KENT
(1) Sandwich, Land to the east of Woodnesborough Road (TR 3248 5758): excavation
 covering 1450 m2 on the site of a housing development revealed a component of a late Iron Age settlement that continued in use from the late first century B.C. to perhaps the mid-1st century A.D., based on a single terra rubra sherd. The features mainly comprised a series of ditches defining and redefining a long boundary, subsequently abandoned and the landscape remodelled. A few pits and postholes were also recorded. 

(2) Sittingbourne, Great Grovehurst Farm (TQ 9060 6660): an area of 0.9 ha was subject to excavation
 in advance of mineral extraction (to be followed by a housing development). Besides significant prehistoric features, a number of linear features appeared to be part of a Roman field system, though dating evidence was sparse.
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