Table 5. Means and standard deviations of the studies quality scores for each instrument

	Rater / Time
	BMJ
	CHEC
	QHES

	 
	No weighting
	Weightings
	No weighting
	Weightings
	No weighting
	Weightings

	Rater 1 / Time 1
	51.4 +/- 21.3
	43.9 +/- 20.4
	39.8 +/- 21.7
	40.6 +/- 23.2
	38.2 +/- 23.9
	39.9 +/- 24.4

	Rater 1 / Time 2
	56.4 +/- 20.8
	48.1 +/- 20.1
	45.0 +/- 20.9
	47.0 +/- 21.9
	45.1 +/- 22.3
	45.0 +/- 24.1

	Rater 2 / Time 1
	63.9 +/- 10.5
	58.4 +/- 11.9
	65.5 +/- 16.2
	68.2 +/- 19.1
	54.2 +/- 10.8
	57.1 +/- 10.5


Table 6. Hierarchical ranking of studies

	Rater / Time

 
	Study reference

 
	BMJ
	CHEC
	QHES

	
	
	No weighting (Ranking)
	Weightings (Ranking)
	No weighting (Ranking)
	Weightings (Ranking)
	No weighting (Ranking)
	Weightings (Ranking)

	Rater 1 / Time 1
	(20)
	86.67 (1)
	70.00 (2)
	78.95 (1)
	83.00 (1)
	81.25 (1)
	84.00 (1)

	 
	(7)
	83.87 (2)
	77.00 (1)
	57.89 (2)
	55.00 (3)
	56.25 (3)
	59.00 (2)

	 
	(8)
	61.29 (3)
	60.00 (3)
	52.63 (3)
	56.00 (2)
	56.25 (2)
	56.00 (3)

	 
	(19)
	50.00 (4)
	44.00 (4)
	42.11 (5)
	44.00 (5)
	43.75 (4)
	46.00 (4)

	 
	(1)
	39.29 (5)
	35.00 (5)
	15.79 (8)
	15.00 (8)
	25.00 (6)
	24.00 (7)

	 
	(4)
	38.71 (6)
	32.00 (6)
	26.32 (6)
	28.00 (6)
	6.25 (9)
	6.00 (9)

	 
	(6)
	37.04 (7)
	32.00 (7)
	15.79 (9)
	14.00 (9)
	25.00 (7)
	28.00 (6)

	 
	(16)
	34.62 (8)
	23.00 (8)
	21.05 (7)
	20.00 (7)
	12.50 (8)
	15.00 (8)

	 
	(17)
	30.77 (9)
	22.00 (9)
	47.37 (4)
	50.00 (4)
	37.50 (5)
	41.00 (5)

	Rater 1 / Time 2
	(20)
	90.00 (1)
	73.00 (2)
	84.21 (1)
	89.00 (1)
	87.50 (1)
	92.00 (1)

	 
	(7)
	83.87 (2)
	76.00 (1)
	57.89 (3)
	59.00 (2)
	68.75 (2)
	71.00 (2)

	 
	(8)
	67.74 (3)
	68.00 (3)
	52.63 (4)
	56.00 (4)
	43.75 (4)
	43.00 (4)

	 
	(19)
	62.50 (4)
	53.00 (4)
	57.89 (2)
	58.00 (3)
	50.00 (3)
	51.00 (3)

	 
	(1)
	48.15 (5)
	40.00 (5)
	26.32 (7)
	28.00 (7)
	37.50 (6)
	32.00 (7)

	 
	(4)
	45.16 (6)
	37.00 (6)
	36.84 (6)
	40.00 (6)
	12.50 (9)
	14.00 (9)

	 
	(6)
	40.74 (7)
	36.00 (7)
	21.05 (9)
	23.00 (8)
	37.50 (7)
	38.00 (6)

	 
	(16)
	38.46 (8)
	28.00 (8)
	21.05 (8)
	20.00 (9)
	25.00 (8)
	22.00 (8)

	 
	(17)
	30.77 (9)
	22.00 (9)
	47.37 (5)
	50.00 (5)
	43.75 (5)
	42.00 (5)

	Rater 2 / Time 1
	(20)
	81.25 (1)
	74.00 (2)
	78.95 (4)
	83.00 (4)
	62.50 (2)
	63.00 (2)

	 
	(8)
	75.00 (2)
	74.00 (1)
	84.21 (1)
	88.00 (1)
	75.00 (1)
	76.00 (1)

	 
	(4)
	67.74 (3)
	61.00 (4)
	78.95 (2)
	85.00 (3)
	56.25 (3)
	58.00 (5)

	 
	(7)
	65.63 (4)
	65.00 (3)
	78.95 (3)
	86.00 (2)
	56.25 (5)
	62.00 (3)

	 
	(19)
	63.64 (5)
	59.00 (5)
	68.42 (5)
	75.00 (5)
	56.25 (4)
	61.00 (4)

	 
	(1)
	60.00 (6)
	54.00 (6)
	57.89 (6)
	57.00 (6)
	43.75 (8)
	44.00 (8)

	 
	(17)
	60.00 (7)
	54.00 (7)
	52.63 (8)
	50.00 (8)
	50.00 (7)
	53.00 (7)

	 
	(6)
	56.67 (8)
	48.00 (8)
	52.63 (7)
	53.00 (7)
	50.00 (6)
	56.00 (6)

	 
	(16)
	45.16 (9)
	37.00 (9)
	36.84 (9)
	37.00 (9)
	37.50 (9)
	41.00 (9)


Table 7. Spearman rank correlation coefficient

	Weightings
	Instruments
	Rater 1 / Time 1
	Rater 1 / Time 2
	Rater 2 / Time 1

	No  weighting
	BMJ / CHEC
	0.65
	0.78
	0.94

	
	BMJ / QHES
	0.76
	0.71
	0.93

	
	CHEC / QHES
	0.82
	0.88
	0.91

	Weightings
	BMJ / CHEC
	0.59
	0.78
	0.90

	
	BMJ / QHES
	0.76
	0.72
	0.92

	
	CHEC / QHES
	0.80
	0.88
	0.87
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Figure 1 Caption: Statistical formula for the intraclass correlation coefficients where BMS is the mean square of variation between subjects, JMS is the mean square of variation within subjects, EMS is the residual mean square, k is the number of repetitions, and n is the number of subjects (18).
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