Supplementary Table 2: Key factors* and final Think Aloud decisions about proceeding to arthroscopy for P8
	Factor group
	Factors verbally considered in Think Aloud task
	Surgeon
1
	Surgeon
2
	Surgeon
3
	Surgeon
4
	Surgeon
5

	1
	Demographics
	●
	●
	●
	●
	●

	2
	Symptoms – acute onset
	
	
	●
	
	●

	
	History – 2 years
	
	
	
	●
	●

	
	Symptom – pain 
	●
	●
	
	●
	●

	
	Injury
	●
	●
	
	●
	●

	
	Comment – impact on recreational sport
	
	●
	
	
	

	
	Symptoms – not responding to physiotherapy
	
	●
	
	
	●

	
	Symptoms – no mechanical problems
	
	●
	
	
	●

	
	Original RCT clinical diagnosis – mild to moderate OA of patellar femoral joint 
	●
	●
	
	●
	●

	
	Exam – tender over medial joint line
	●
	●
	●
	●
	●

	
	Exam – ligaments intact
	●
	●
	
	
	●

	
	X-ray – negative
	●
	●
	
	●
	●

	
	Original RCT clinical diagnosis – degeneration & possible MMT
	●
	●
	●
	●
	●


	
	Clinical confidence – 6/10
	●
	●
	
	
	●

	
	Clinical confidence – not high
	
	
	●
	
	

	3
	Original RCT plan – debridement with partial menisectomy
	●
	●
	●
	
	●

	
	Comment – fair plan
	
	
	
	
	●

	4
	MRI findings – OA, no AbMM
	●
	●
	●
	●
	●

	
	Radiologist confidence - missing
	●
	
	
	
	

	5
	TA Decision – reason not clearly stated in transcript
	●
	
	
	
	

	
	TA Decision – wait and see
	
	●
	
	●
	

	
	TA Decision – only wear and tear so no arthroscopy
	
	
	●
	
	

	
	TA Decision – physiotherapy first
	
	
	
	●
	

	
	Comment – in light of MRI findings
	
	
	
	●
	

	
	TA Decision – would benefit from debridement for OA
	
	
	
	
	●

	
	Comment – MRI supports clinical diagnosis
	
	
	
	
	●

	6
	TA Final decision
	N
	N
	N
	N
	Y


*Grouped into sections to aid interpretation
AbMM = Abnormal medial meniscus
MMT= Medial meniscal tear
MRI= Magnetic resonance imaging

OA=Osteoarthritis 


RCT = Randomised controlled trial 
ROM= range of movement



TA = Think aloud



Y=Yes, proceed with arthroscopy
N=No, Do not proceed with arthroscopy
