 Supplemental Figure 1: Tables and figures concerning our example “Ethical issues of autologous stem cell transplantation in metastatic breast cancer”
This supplemental material presents step by step the information retrieval results related to our example of autologous stem cell transplantation in metastatic breast cancer – including that tables and figures which are already presented in the printed article. 
Step 1 “Translation of the research question into a search question”
Supplemental Figure1-Table1: Definition of search components for the example “Ethical issues of autologous stem cell transplantation in metastatic breast cancer”
	Search component “patient”
	Not defined in retrieval

	Search component “problem”
	Breast cancer

	Search component “intervention”
	Stem cell transplantation

	Search component “comparator”
	Not defined

	Search component “outcomes”
	Not defined

	Search component “ethics”
	Ethical issues, legal issues, quality of life, socio-cultural context

	Se arch component “study design”
	Not defined

	Search component “time period“
	Not defined


Step 2 “Concept building by modelling search components”
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Supplemental Figure1-Figure 1: Venn diagram for the example “Ethical issues of autologous stem cell transplantation in metastatic breast cancer”.
Step 3 “Identification of synonyms”
Supplemental Figure1-Table2: List of synonyms related to the example “Ethical issues of autologous stem cell transplantation in metastatic breast cancer”
	Search component
	Synonyms

	Search component “Breast cancer”
	breast cancer, breast neoplasm, breast tumor, breast carcinoma, mammary carcinoma, mammary neoplasm, cancer of the breast, [Non-English: mamma ca, brustkrebs, mammakarzinom, cancer du sein, cáncer de mama, brystkreft …]

	Search component “Stem cell transplantation”
	stem cell transplant, stem cell transplantation, autotransplantation, bone marrow transplantation, autologous transplantation, homologous transplantation, bmt, asct, sct, homograft, homo-graft, autograft, auto-graft, autotransplant, autogeneic, homotransplant, high dose chemotherapy, high dose chemo radiotherapy, high dose chemoradiotherapy, high dosage chemotherapy, progenitor, stem cell support, stem cell rescue, [Non-English: hochdosischemotherapie, hochdosis-chemotherapie, cellules souches hématopoïétiques, chimiotherapie a haute dose, autogreffe de cellules souches peripheriques …]

	Search component “ethics”
	ethics, ethical issues, integrity, morality, moral, values, justice, freedom, norms, public opinion, prejudice, stigma, social acceptance, altruism, autonomy, beneficence, non-malfeasance, nonmalfeasance, harm, benefit-harm, burden-benefit ratio, technology-driven, technology driven, normative effective, fairness, equity, access, facts AND values, value based, value judgment, legal issues, quality of life, socio-cultural context, patient preference, [Non-English: ethik, ethisch, norm, werte, wohltun, schaden, autonomie, éthique, ética, deontoloigía, justicia, moreel …]


Step 4 “Selection of information sources” 
Supplemental Figure1-Table3a: Selected information sources for the example “Ethical issues of autologous stem cell transplantation in metastatic breast cancer”.
	Name of Database
	Provider / Interface
	Time period covered

	BELIT(
	DRZE
	1900 - 2008

	BIOSIS(
	Wolters Kluwer OvidSP
	1969 - 2008

	CCMED(
	DIMDI
	2000 - 2008

	CINAHL(
	EBSCO Publishing
	1982 - 2008

	Cochrane Database of Methodoloy Studies (CDMR)(
	Wiley InterScience
	1993 - 2008

	Cochrane Database of Systematic Reviews (CDSR)(
	Wiley InterScience
	1993 - 2008

	EMBASE(
	Wolters Kluwer OvidSP
	1980 - 2008

	Bioethics Research Library at Georgetown University(
	Georgetown University
	1988 - 2008

	EUROETHICS(
	European Commission
	2002 - 2008

	Karlsruher virtueller Katalog(
	Karlsruhe Institute of Technology (KIT)
	---

	LEWI(
	IZEW
	1947 - 2008

	LocatorPlus(
	NLM
	---

	MEDLINE(
	NLM, Wolters Kluwer OvidSP
	1950 - 2008

	NHS DARE(
	Wiley InterScience, NHS CRD
	1995 - 2008

	NHS EED(
	Wiley InterScience, NHS CRD
	1994 - 2008

	NHS HTA(
	Wiley InterScience, NHS CRD
	1988 - 2008

	PSYCINFO(
	Wolters Kluwer OvidSP
	1806 - 2008

	PSYNDEX(
	DIMDI
	1977 - 2008

	Publisher Database: Karger
	DIMDI
	1998 - 2008

	Publisher Databases: Springer
	DIMDI
	1997 - 2008

	Publisher Database: ScienceDirect(
	Elsevier
	1823 - 2008

	Publisher Database: Thieme(
	DIMDI
	2002 - 2008

	Science Citation Index Expanded(
	Thomson Reuters ISI Web of Knowledge
	1945 - 2008

	Social Sciences Citation Index(
	Thomson Reuters ISI Web of Knowledge
	1945 - 2008

	SOFIS(
	Leibniz Institute for Social Sciences (GESIS)
	2000 - 2008


Supplemental Figure1-Table3b Information sources of hand-searching
	Name of journal / conference
	Issues searched / Date of conference

	Advances in bioethics
	Volume 1, 1996 to Volume 11, 2007

	Chisholm Health Ethics Bulletin
	Volume 1, 1995 to Volume 14.1, 2008

	Clinical Ethics
	Volume 1, 2006 to Volume 3.1, 2008

	Poiesis & Praxis [English, German and French abstracts]
	Volume 1, 2001 to Volume 5.1, 2008

	Virtual Mentor
	Volume 1, 1999 to Volume 10.3, 2008

	Ethik in der Medizin [German]
	Volume 9.4, 1997 to Volume 20.1, 2008

	Zeitschrift für medizinische Ethik [German, English abstracts]
	Volume 46, 2000 to Volume 54.1, 2008


Supplemental Figure1-Table3c: Example of listing hand searched publications
Bibliographic data of publications, where references lists were hand-searched
1. Ackermann S. [Ethical problems of the use of stem cells in research and therapy]. Ethica 2001; 9(3): 227-243.

2. Andrykowski MA, Brady MJ, Greiner CB, Altmaier EM, Burish TG, Antin JH, et al. "Returning to normal" following bone marrow transplantation: outcomes, expectations and informed consent. Bone Marrow Transplant 1995; 15(4): 573-581.

3. Andrykowski MA, Cordova MJ, Hann DM, Jacobsen PB, Fields KK, Phillips G. Patients' psychosocial concerns following stem cell transplantation. Bone Marrow Transplant 1999; 24(10): 1121-1129.

4. Andrykowski MA. Psychosocial factors in bone marrow transplantation: a review and recommendations for research. Bone Marrow Transplant 1994; 13(4): 357-375.

5. Conner-Spady BL, Cumming C, Nabholtz JM, Jacobs P, Stewart D. A longitudinal prospective study of health-related quality of life in breast cancer patients following high-dose chemotherapy with autologous blood stem cell transplantation. Bone Marrow Transplant 2005; 36(3): 251-259.

6. Domann U. [Effects of psycho-oncological interventions on survival and quality of life in patients undergoing stem cell transplantation] [Dissertation]. Tübingen: University; 2005.

7. Downs S. Ethical issues in bone marrow transplantation. Semin Oncol Nurs 1994; 10(1): 58-63.

8. Hjermstad MJ, Kaasa S. Quality of life in adult cancer patients treated with bone marrow transplantation: a review of the literature. Eur J Cancer 1995; 31a(2): 163-173.

9. Hüsing B, Engels EM, Frietsch R, Gaisser S, Menrad K, Rubin B, et al. [Human stem cells]. Bern: TA-SWISS; 2003.

10. Jacobs P, Hailey D, MacLean N. Allogeneic stem cell transplantation methods. Edmonton: Alberta Heritage Foundation for Medical Research; 1996.

11. Jacoby LH, Maloy B, Cirenza E, Shelton W, Goggins T, Balint J. The basis of informed consent for BMT patients. Bone Marrow Transplant 1999; 23(7): 711-717.

12. Johnson PWM, Simnett SJ, Sweetenham JW, Morgan GJ, Stewart LA. Bone marrow and peripheral blood stem cell transplantation for malignancy. Health Technol Assess 1998; 2(8):1-154.

13. Kamm M. [Changes of concise quality of life indices after high-dose chemotherapy] [Dissertation]. Göttingen: University; 2004.

14. Kletzel M, Morgan E, Frader J. Ethical issues in stem cell transplantation. J Hematother 1998; 7(3): 197-203.

15. Krause KJ. Variations in insurance coverage for autologous bone marrow transplantation for breast cancer. N Engl J Med 1994; 331(5): 329-332.

16. Lee SJ, Joffe S, Kim HT, Socie G, Gilman AL, Wingard JR, et al. Physicians' attitudes about quality-of-life issues in hematopoietic stem cell transplantation. Blood 2004; 104(7): 2194-2200.

17. Mehnert A, Scherwath A, Schirmer L, Schleimer B, Petersen C, Schulz-Kindermann F, et al. The association between neuropsychological impairment, self-perceived cognitive deficits, fatigue and health related quality of life in breast cancer survivors following standard adjuvant versus high-dose chemotherapy. Patient Educ Couns 2007; 66(1): 108-118.

18. Mello MM, Brennan TA. The controversy over high-dose chemotherapy with autologous bone marrow transplant for breast cancer: a cautionary tale about allowing politics and legal pressures to overwhelm science in evaluating new therapies. Health Aff (Millwood) 2001; 20(5): 101-117.

19. Nuscher Ford RE. Psychosocial and ethical issues in bone marrow transplantation. In: Kasprisin C, Snyder EL (Ed). Bone marrow transplantation: a nursing perspective. Arlington (VA): American Association of Blood Banks; 1990. p. 129-152.

20. Peppercorn J, Herndon J2, Kornblith AB, Peters W, Ahles T, Vredenburgh J, et al. Quality of life among patients with stage II and III breast carcinoma randomized to receive high-dose chemotherapy with autologous bone marrow support or intermediate-dose chemotherapy: results from cancer and group B 9066. Cancer 2005; 104(8): 1580-1589.

21. Rettig R, Jacobson P, Farquhar CM, Aubry WM. False hope: bone marrow transplantation for breast cancer. New York: Oxford University Press; 2007.

22. Richter G. Treatment of metastatic breast cancer: economic and ethical considerations. Cancer Invest 1997; 15(4): 335-341.

23. Singer DA, Donnelly MB, Messerschmidt GL. Informed consent for bone marrow transplantation: identification of relevant information by referring physicians. Bone Marrow Transplant 1990; 6(6): 431-437.

24. Tarzian AJ, Iwata PA, Cohen MZ. Autologous bone marrow transplantation: the patient's perspective of information needs. Cancer Nurs 1999; 22(2): 103-110.

25. Vickberg SMJ, DuHamel KN, Smith MY, Manne SL, Winkel G, Papadopoulos EB, et al. Global meaning and psychological adjustment among survivors of bone marrow transplant. Psychooncology 2001; 10(1): 29-39.

26. Vogl DT, Stadtmauer EA. High-dose chemotherapy and autologous hematopoietic stem cell transplantation for metastatic breast cancer: a therapy whose time has passed. Bone Marrow Transplant 2006; 37(11): 985-987.

27. Welch HG, Mogielnicki J. Presumed benefit: lessons from the American experience with marrow transplantation for breast cancer. Br Med J 2002; 324(7345): 1088-1092.

Supplemental Figure1-Table3d: Institutions’ websites were searched
	Name of Institution / Organization
	Setting
	URL

	European Group on Ethics in Science and New Technologies (EGE), European Commission
	international
	http://ec.europa.eu/european_group_ethics/index_en.htm

	Health Technology Assessment International (HTAi)
	international
	http://www.htai.org/index.php?id=226

	International Network of Agencies for Health Technology Assessment (INAHTA)
	international
	http://www.inahta.org/

	World Health Organisation (WHO), Geneva
	International
	http://www.who.int/topics/ethics/en

	Academy on Ethics in Medicine e. V. (AEM), Göttingen
	Germany
	http://www.aem-online.de/

	Center for Medical Ethics, Bochum
	Germany
	http://www.zme-bochum.de/english/index.html

	Department Ethics and History in Medicine, University Göttingen
	Germany
	http://www.egmed.uni-goettingen.de/egm/index.php

	European Academy on Research of the consequences of scientific and technological advances, Bad Neuenahr-Ahrweiler GmbH
	Germany
	http://www.ea-aw.de/

	German National Ethics Council
	Germany
	http://www.ethikrat.org/_english/index.html

	German Reference Center for Ethics in the Life Sciences (DRZE), Bonn
	Germany
	http://www.drze.de/home?set_language=en

	Institute Ethics and History in Medicine, University Cologne
	Germany
	http://www.uni-koeln.de/med-fak/igem/

	Institute Human, Ethics and Science (IMEW), Berlin
	Germany
	http://www.imew.de/

	Institute Science and Ethics (IWE), Bonn
	Germany
	http://www.iwe.uni-bonn.de/

	Institute Technology-Theology-Natural Sciences (TTN), University Munich
	Germany
	http://www.ttn-institut.de/institut

	Interdisciplinary Scientific Centre Medicine-Ethics-Legacy, University Halle-Wittenberg
	Germany
	http://www.mer.uni-halle.de/

	International Centre for Ethics in the Sciences and Humanities (IZEW), University Tübingen
	Germany
	http://www.izew.uni-tuebingen.de/

	Research focus Biotechnology, Society and Environment (FSP BIOGUM), University Hamburg
	Germany
	http://www.uni-hamburg.de/fachbereiche-einrichtungen/fg_ta_med/index.html

	Working Group Ethics in Medicine, University Ulm
	Germany
	http://www.uni-ulm.de/med/med-medgeschichte/arbeitskreis-ethik-in-der-medizin.html

	Karolinska Institutet, Stockholm
	Sweden
	http://ki.se/ki/jsp/polopoly.jsp?d=138&l=en

	Kennedy Institute of Ethics, Georgetown University, Washington DC
	United States of America
	http://kennedyinstitute.georgetown.edu/


Steps 5 to 7 “Development of search strategies”, “Executing the search” and “Saving of retrieval results and standardized documentation and presentation” (joint presentation of the results)
Due to the restricted features on searching and exporting of retrieval results in some of the selected databases the retrieved records in these databases were pre-screened during the retrieval process. Therefore inclusion and exclusion criteria were defined. These are:

Pre-screening inclusion criteria

· Publications on stem cell research or use,

· Publications of the German National Ethics Council, key publications of the European Union on stem cell research and therapy or substantial work on pros and cons on stem cell research,

· Publications on adverse events / harms of stem cell therapy,

· Publications on stem cell therapy regardless of kind and origin of cells (embryonic, autologous, cord blood etc.),

· Health economic publications on stem cell transplantation,

· Publications on survival or quality of life post-stem cell transplantation,
· Substantial monographs suggesting matters relevant to stem cell therapy.
Pre-screening exclusion criteria
· Newspaper articles or other non-scientific journals,

· Journal articles in title solely referring to embryonic stem cell research or on importing of embryonic stem cells,

· Publications in title solely referring to children or indications other than breast cancer (as Parkinson disease, ovarian cancer),

· Publications recognisable as basic research,
· Publications dealing with chimerism,

· Publications on positioning of religious groups to stem cell research,

· Publications specifically linking to regions outside of Europe, for example stem cell therapy in the Philippines.
Responsible for information retrieval (conceptualisation and processing): Sigrid Droste
Sources used: no publication or part of any.
Supplemental Figure1-Table4a: The Cochrane Library( search strategy reporting of the example “Ethical issues of autologous stem cell transplantation in metastatic breast cancer”
Database: The Cochrane Library( (incl. CDSR(, CENTRAL(, CDMR(, NHS HTA(, NHS DARE(, NHS EED() (Wiley)
Sampling strategy: comprehensive sampling
Standard search filters: no standard filter
Time period: no restrictions
Further limits: no limits
Date of searching: 16/02/2008, last search 07/10/2008

	Search
	Result
	Queries

	
#1
	6370
	MeSH descriptor Breast Neoplasms explode all trees

	
#2
	9417
	(mammary ca* OR breast cancer OR breast neoplasm*):ti

	
#3
	288
	#1 OR #2 [restricted to Technology Assessments]

	
#4
	983
	MeSH descriptor Stem Cell Transplantation explode all trees

	
#5
	867
	MeSH descriptor Transplantation, Autologous explode all trees

	
#6
	1196
	MeSH descriptor Bone Marrow Transplantation explode all trees

	
#7
	1805
	(stem cell transplant* OR (stem cell AND transplant*) OR stammzelltransplant* OR stammzellentransplant*):ti,ab,kw

	
#8
	3174
	(autologous transplantation* OR bone marrow transplantation*):ti,ab,kw

	
#9
	2964
	(stem cell OR bone marrow OR bmt OR sct OR asct):ti

	
#10
	281
	(autograft* OR auto-graft* OR autotransplant* OR autogeneic):ti

	
#11
	1295
	(stem OR progenitor):ti AND (transplant* OR support OR rescue):ti

	
#12
	4746
	#4 OR #5 OR #6 OR #7 OR #8 OR #9 OR #10 OR #11

	#13
	691
	#3 OR #12 [restricted to CDSR, CMR, NHS DARE, NHS HTA, NHS EED]
CDSR: 39
CMR: 12
NHS DARE: 69
NHS HTA: 373
NHS EED: 198


Resulting records were pre-screened by hand-searching inclusion and exclusion criteria as listed above.
Processing of this strategy on NHS CRD interface resulted in no additional relevant hits.
Supplemental Figure1-Table4b: MEDLINE(, EMBASE( and BIOSIS( search strategy reporting of the example “Ethical issues of autologous stem cell transplantation in metastatic breast cancer”
Databases: MEDLINE(, EMBASE(, BIOSIS( (OVIDSP)
Sampling strategy: comprehensive sampling
Standard search filters: no standard filter
Time period: 01/01/1980-25/05/2008 (Database entry date)
Further limits: no restrictions
Date of searching: 25/05/2008

	Search
	Result
	Queries1

	1
	340872 
	exp breast cancer/ OR exp breast neoplasms/

	2
	414474 
	(breast neoplasm$ OR mamma$ carcinom$ OR mamma$ canc$ OR breast cancer).ti,ab,cc,kw,ds,hw,kf,mc,mq. 

	3
	452176 
	(mammary ca$ OR breast cancer).ti,ab,cc,kw,ds,hw,kf,mc,mq. 

	4
	4346 
	(brustkrebs$ OR mammakarzinom$).ot. 

	5
	441302 
	OR/1-4

	6
	58913 
	exp Stem Cell Transplantation/

	7
	98198 
	exp autograft/ OR exp autotransplantation/ OR exp bone marrow transplantation/

	8
	61163 
	exp transplantation, autologous/ OR exp transplantation, homologous/

	9
	82770 
	stem cell transplant$.mp.

	10
	112838 
	(stem cell adj3 transplant$).mp. 

	11
	173 
	(stammzelltransplant$ OR stammzellentransplant$).ot. 

	12
	106512 
	(autologous transplantation$ OR homologous transplantation$ OR bone marrow transplantation$).mp. 

	13
	355765 
	(stem cell OR transplantation$ OR bone marrow OR bmt OR sct OR asct).ti. 

	14
	13956 
	(homograft$ OR homo-graft$ OR autograft$ OR auto-graft$ OR autotransplant$ OR autogeneic OR autotransplant$ OR homotransplant$).ti. 

	15
	888662 
	chemotherapy.cc. OR chemotherapy.ds. OR chemotherapy.kf. OR chemotherapy.mq. OR chemotherapy.sh. 

	16
	27815 
	15 AND (high dose OR high dosage OR dose high OR high$ dosed).ti,ab. 

	17
	238 
	(chemotherapy high dosage OR chemotherapy high dose).mq. 

	18
	14783 
	high dose chemotherap$.cc,kw,ds,hw,kf,mc,mq,sh. 

	19
	15406 
	(high dose chemo radiotherapy OR high dose chemoradiotherapy OR high dose chemotherap$).mq. 

	20
	71326 
	(chemotherapy adj3 high adj3 (dose OR dosage)).ti,ab. 

	21
	37725 
	((stem OR progenitor) AND (transplant$ OR support OR rescue)).ti. 

	22
	107 
	((hochdosis$ AND chemotherap$) OR hochdosischemotherap$ OR hochdosis-chemotherap$).ot. 

	23
	556983 
	(OR/6-14) OR (OR/16-22)

	24
	162659 
	exp Ethics/

	25
	330 
	stem cell transplantation/es 

	26
	506
	ethics.mi.

	27
	11465 
	exp freedom/

	28
	1112 
	exp health care disparity/

	29
	75908 
	*health care delivery/ OR *health care access/

	30
	42899 
	exp informed consent/

	31
	34565 
	exp morality/

	32
	34562
	exp morals/

	33
	4467 
	exp altruism/

	34
	2470 
	exp beneficence/

	35
	1529 
	exp ethicist/

	36
	2261 
	exp human dignity/

	37
	115259 
	exp human rights/

	38
	78394 
	exp medical ethics/

	39
	68 
	exp personal value/

	40
	251 
	exp social attitude/

	41
	154210 
	*"quality of life"/

	42
	32764 
	*Social Values/

	43
	33212 
	*"Value of Life"/

	44
	409476 
	(ethic$ OR moral$ OR bioethic$ OR complicit$ OR humanism OR dignity OR integrity OR human right$ OR principlism OR normativ$ OR principle-base$ OR beneficence OR autonomy).ti,ab,ot. 

	45
	463207 
	(non-maleficence OR philosoph$ OR aristoteles OR socrates OR justice OR fairness OR hope OR accessible OR accessibility OR Beauchamp OR childress OR equilibrium$ OR wide reflective$ OR socratic).ti,ab,ot. 

	46
	17626 
	(social shaping OR casuistry OR coherence analy$ OR eclectic$ OR right to die OR right to life OR social value$ OR ethnic value$ OR personal value$).ti,ab,ot. 

	47
	32735 
	(elsi OR conviction$ OR harm OR benefit-harm OR harm-benefit OR choice of end point$).ti,ab,ot. 

	48
	174042 
	(rawls OR rawlsian OR utilitarian$ OR patient choice OR patient decision-making OR justify$ OR promise OR imperative OR normative OR peril OR conflicting interests OR equity OR imperative OR peril OR promise OR stigma OR stigmatiz$ OR stigmatis$).ti,ab,ot. 

	49
	1782 
	(societal value$ OR value$ of society OR fraud OR falsified).ti,ab. 

	50
	1318977 
	OR/24-49

	51
	13407 
	5 AND 23

	52
	736 
	50 AND 51

	53
	570 
	remove duplicates from 52
BIOSIS Previews: 57
EMBASE: 390
MEDLINE: 123

	1mp=ab,bt,bo,ot,tw,ti


Additional processing of this strategy and snowballing for “Related articles” on NLM PubMed( interface resulted in 27 additional hits.
Supplemental Figure1-Table4c: PsycInfo( search strategy reporting of the example “Ethical issues of autologous stem cell transplantation in metastatic breast cancer”
Database: PsycInfo( (OVIDSP)
Sampling strategy: comprehensive sampling
Standard search filters: no standard filter
Time period: 01/01/1980-25/05/2008 (Database entry date)
Further limits: no restrictions
Date of searching: 30/05/2008

	Search
	Result
	Queries

	1
	3558 
	exp breast neoplasms/

	2
	4307 
	(mammary ca$ OR breast cancer OR breast neoplasm$).ti,ab,cc,hw.

	3
	27 
	(brustkrebs$ OR mammakarzinom$).ot.

	4
	4307 
	OR/1-3

	5
	237 
	exp stem cells/

	6
	100 
	(stem cell adj3 transplant$).ab,bt,bo,ot,tw,ti.

	7
	0 
	(stammzelltransplant$ OR stammzellentransplant$).ot.

	8
	240 
	(autologous transplantation$ OR homologous transplantation$ OR bone marrow transplantation$).ab,bt,bo,ot,tw,ti.

	9
	993 
	(stem cell OR transplantation$ OR bone marrow OR bmt OR sct OR asct).m_titl.

	10
	6 
	(homograft$ OR homo-graft$ OR autograft$ OR auto-graft$ OR autotransplant$ OR autogeneic OR autotransplant$ OR homotransplant$).m_titl.

	11
	824 
	chemotherapy.cc. OR chemotherapy.sh.

	12
	28 
	11 AND (high adj3 dose).ti,ab.

	13
	29 
	((chemotherapy adj3 high adj3 (dose OR dosage)) OR (chemotherapy adj3 high dos$)).ti,ab.

	14
	76 
	((stem OR progenitor) AND (transplant$ OR support OR rescue)).m_titl.

	15
	0 
	((hochdosis$ AND chemotherap$) OR hochdosischemotherap$ OR hochdosis-chemotherap$).ot.

	16
	1217 
	(OR/5-10) OR (OR/12-15)

	17
	18070 
	exp Ethics/

	18
	980 
	exp freedom/

	19
	2200 
	exp informed consent/

	20
	7209 
	exp morality/

	21
	11281 
	*"quality of life"/

	22
	1714 
	*Social Values/

	23
	1717
	exp altruism/

	24
	5535 
	exp human rights/

	25
	1095 
	exp medical ethics/

	26
	2345 
	exp personal value/

	27
	19596 
	*attitudes/ OR exp community attitudes/ OR exp public opinion/ OR exp stereotyped attitudes/

	28
	2908 
	exp empowerment/

	29
	660 
	exp fairness/

	30
	2800 
	exp "independence (personality)"/

	31
	393 
	exp integrity/

	32
	8198 
	exp justice/

	33
	3037 
	exp prejudice/

	34
	1221 
	exp self determination/

	35
	2752 
	exp social acceptance/

	36
	3331 
	exp social norms/

	37
	2551 
	exp stigma/

	38
	11767 
	exp values/

	39
	221
	exp Fraud/

	40
	77794 
	(ethic* OR moral* OR bioethic* OR complicit* OR humanism OR dignity OR integrity OR human right* OR principlism OR normativ* OR principle-base* OR beneficence OR autonomy).ti,ab,ot.

	41
	66566 
	(non-maleficence OR philosoph* OR aristoteles OR socrates OR justice OR fairness OR hope OR accessible OR accessibility OR Beauchamp OR childress OR equilibrium* OR wide reflective* OR socratic).ti,ab,ot.

	42
	4811 
	(social shaping OR casuistry OR coherence analy* OR eclectic* OR right to die OR right to life OR social value* OR ethnic value* OR personal value*).ti,ab,ot.

	43
	11601
	(elsi OR conviction* OR harm OR benefit-harm OR harm-benefit OR choice of end point*).ti,ab,ot.

	44
	39324
	(rawls OR rawlsian OR utilitarian* OR patient choice OR patient decision-making OR justify* OR promise OR imperative OR normative OR peril OR conflicting interests OR equity OR imperative OR peril OR promise OR stigma OR stigmatiz* OR stigmatis*).ti,ab,ot.

	45
	1028 
	(societal value* OR value* of society OR fraud OR falsified).ti,ab.

	46
	224679 
	OR/17-44

	47
	18 
	4 AND 16

	48
	9 
	46 AND 47


Supplemental Figure1-Table4d: Psyndex( search strategy reporting of the example “Ethical issues of autologous stem cell transplantation in metastatic breast cancer”
Database: Psyndex( (DIMDI)

Sampling strategy: comprehensive sampling
Standard search filters: no standard filter
Time period: 01/01/1980-25/05/2008 (Database entry date)
Further limits: no restrictions
Date of searching: 30/05/2008

	Search
	Result
	Queries

	1
	289
	CT D breast neoplasms

	2
	333
	breast cancer? OR breast carcinom? OR mamma? carcinom? OR mamma? cancer? OR breast neoplasm?

	3
	303
	breast/ti OR mamma?/ti OR brust?/ti

	4
	403
	1 TO 3

	5
	11
	CT D stem cells

	6
	19
	CT D chemotherapy

	7
	11
	stem cell transplant? OR (stem cell AND transplant?.) OR stammzelltransplant? OR stammzellentransplant?

	8
	56
	autologous transplantation? OR homologous transplantation? OR bone marrow transplantation?

	9
	183
	stem cell/ti OR transplantation?/ti OR bone marrow/ti OR bmt/ti OR sct/ti OR asct/ti

	10
	0
	homograft? OR homo-graft? OR autograft? OR auto-graft? OR autotransplant? OR autogeneic

	11
	0
	autogeneic OR autotransplant? OR homotransplant?

	12
	20
	(stem OR progenitor) AND (transplant? OR support OR rescue)

	13
	8
	stem cell? AND transplantation.

	14
	9
	stammzell? AND transplantation?

	15
	2
	(hochdosis? AND chemotherap?.) OR hochdosischemotherap? OR hochdosis-chemotherap? OR (chemotherapy AND high dos?.)

	16
	231
	5 TO 15

	17
	5736
	CT D ethics OR CT D integrity OR CT D morality OR CT D values

	18
	1531
	CT D justice OR CT D freedom

	19
	740
	CT D social norms

	20
	888
	CT D community attitudes OR CT D stereotyped attitudes

	21
	853
	CT D public opinion

	22
	1411
	CT D stigma OR CT D labeling OR CT D prejudice OR CT D social acceptance

	23
	246
	CT D altruism

	24
	9518
	ethic? OR moral? OR bioethic? OR complicit? OR humanism OR dignity OR integrity OR human right? OR principlism OR normativ? OR principle-base? OR beneficence OR autonomy

	25
	9152
	non-maleficence OR philosoph? OR aristoteles OR socrates OR justice OR fairness OR hope OR accessible OR accessibility OR Beauchamp OR childress OR equilibrium? OR wide reflective? OR socratic

	26
	2406
	rawls OR rawlsian OR utilitarian? OR patient choice OR patient decision-making OR justify? OR promise OR imperative OR normative OR peril OR conflicting interests OR equity OR imperative OR peril OR promise OR stigma OR stigmatiz? OR stigmatis?

	27
	2450
	social shaping OR casuistry OR coherence analy? OR eclectic? OR right ## die OR right ## life OR social value? OR ethnic value? OR personal value?

	28
	503
	elsi OR conviction? OR harm OR benefit-harm OR harm-benefit OR choice of end point?

	29
	100
	societal value? OR value? of society OR fraud OR falsified

	30
	98
	fairness/ti OR equity/ti OR (access/ti AND care/ti)

	31
	256
	burden#benefit ratio/ti OR burden benefit ratio/ti OR fact value distinction?/ti OR "facts and values"/ti OR patient preference?/ti OR value based/ti OR value judgment?/ti OR norms/ti OR non-malfeasance/ti OR nonmalfeasance/ti

	32
	24273
	17 TO 31

	33
	34
	16 AND 32

	34
	0
	33 AND 4

	35
	5
	33 AND (breast OR mamma? OR brust? OR krebs? OR cancer? OR neoplasm? OR carcinom?) 


Supplemental Figure1-Table4e: CINAHL( search strategy reporting of the example “Ethical issues of autologous stem cell transplantation in metastatic breast cancer”
Database: CINAHL( (EBSCO)

Sampling strategy: comprehensive sampling
Standard search filters: no standard filter
Time period: 01/01/1980-30/05/2008 (Database entry date)
Further limits: no restrictions
Date of searching: 03/06/2008

	Search
	Result
	Queries

	S1 
	20514 
	MH "Breast Neoplasms" 

	S2 
	20739 
	TX breast cancer* OR breast carcinoma* OR mamma* carcinoma* OR mamma* cancer* OR breast neoplasm* 

	S3 
	20739 
	S1 OR S2 

	S4 
	1239 
	MH "Hematopoietic Stem Cell Transplantation"

	S5 
	105 
	(MH "Chemotherapy, Cancer") AND TX high dose 

	S6 
	1838 
	(TI autologous transplantation* OR homologous transplantation* OR bone marrow transplantation*) OR (AB autologous transplantation* OR homologous transplantation* OR bone marrow transplantation*) 

	S7 
	1823 
	(TI stem cell transplant* OR (stem cell AND transplant*) OR stammzelltransplant* OR stammzellentransplant*) OR (AB stem cell transplant* OR (stem cell AND transplant*) OR stammzelltransplant* OR stammzellentransplant*) 

	S8 
	1936 
	(TI (stem OR progenitor) AND (transplant* OR support OR rescue)) OR (AB (stem OR progenitor) AND (transplant* OR support OR rescue)) 

	S9 
	1604 
	(TI homograft* OR homo-graft* OR autograft* OR auto-graft* OR autotransplant* OR autogeneic) OR (AB homograft* OR homo-graft* OR autograft* OR auto-graft* OR autotransplant* OR autogeneic) 

	S10 
	1454 
	(TI stem cell* AND transplantation) OR (AB stem cell* AND transplantation) 

	S11 
	0 
	(TI stammzell* AND transplantation*) OR (AB stammzell* AND transplantation*) 

	S12 
	453 
	(TI chemotherapy AND high dos*) OR (AB chemotherapy AND high dos*) 

	S13 
	2721 
	TI (stem cell AND transplantat*) OR (bone marrow AND transplant*) OR bmt OR sct OR asct 

	S14 
	5806 
	S4 OR S5 OR S6 OR S7 OR S8 OR S9 OR S10 OR S11 OR S12 OR S13 

	S15 
	11403 
	MH "Morals+" 

	S16 
	42641 
	MH "Ethics+" 

	S17 
	6971 
	MH "Cultural Values" OR MH "Personal Values" OR MH "Social Values+" 

	S18 
	2056 
	MH "Social Justice" 

	S19 
	614 
	MH "Altruism" 

	S20 
	2165 
	MH "Stigma" 

	S21 
	3148 
	MH "Prejudice" OR MH "Stereotyping" 

	S22 
	41133 
	(TI ethic* OR moral* OR bioethic* OR complicit* OR humanism OR dignity OR integrity OR human right* OR principlism OR normativ* OR principle-base* OR beneficence OR autonomy) OR (AB ethic* OR moral* OR bioethic* OR complicit* OR humanism OR dignity OR integrity OR human right* OR principlism OR normativ* OR principle-base* OR beneficence OR autonomy) 

	S23 
	43870 
	(TI non-maleficence OR philosoph* OR aristoteles OR socrates OR justice OR fairness OR hope OR accessible OR accessibility OR Beauchamp OR childress OR equilibrium* OR wide reflective* OR socratic) OR (AB non-maleficence OR philosoph* OR aristoteles OR socrates OR justice OR fairness OR hope OR accessible OR accessibility OR Beauchamp OR childress OR equilibrium* OR wide reflective* OR socratic) 

	S24 
	16467 
	(TI rawls OR rawlsian OR utilitarian* OR patient choice OR patient decision-making OR justify* OR promise OR imperative OR normative OR peril OR conflicting interests OR equity OR imperative OR peril OR promise OR stigma OR stigmatiz* OR stigmatis*) OR (AB rawls OR rawlsian OR utilitarian* OR patient choice OR patient decision-making OR justify* OR promise OR imperative OR normative OR peril OR conflicting interests OR equity OR imperative OR peril OR promise OR stigma OR stigmatiz* OR stigmatis*) 

	S25 
	4887 
	(TI social shaping OR casuistry OR coherence analy* OR eclectic* OR right to die OR right to life OR social value* OR ethnic value* OR personal value*) OR (AB social shaping OR casuistry OR coherence analy* OR eclectic* OR right to die OR right to life OR social value* OR ethnic value* OR personal value*) 

	S26 
	4994 
	(TI elsi OR conviction* OR harm OR benefit-harm OR harm-benefit OR choice of end point*) OR (AB elsi OR conviction* OR harm OR benefit-harm OR harm-benefit OR choice of end point*) 

	S27 
	3080 
	(TI societal value* OR value* of society OR fraud OR falsified) OR (AB societal value* OR value* of society OR fraud OR falsified) 

	S28 
	133552 
	S15 OR S16 OR S17 OR S18 OR S19 OR S20 OR S21 OR S22 OR S23 OR S24 OR S25 OR S26 OR S27 

	S29 
	212 
	S3 AND S14 

	S30 
	23 
	S28 AND S29 


Supplemental Figure1-Table4f: Science Citation Index Expanded( (SCI), Social Sciences Citation Index( (SSCI) search strategy reporting of the example “Ethical issues of autologous stem cell transplantation in metastatic breast cancer”
Databases: Science Citation Index Expanded( (SCI), Social Sciences Citation Index( (SSCI) (Thomson Reuters ISI Web of Knowledge)

Sampling strategy: comprehensive sampling
Standard search filters: no standard filter
Time period: 01/01/1980-30/05/2008 (Database entry date)
Further limits: no restrictions
Date of searching: 30/05/2008

	Search
	Result
	Queries

	# 1
	2338 
	TS=breast neoplasm 

	# 2
	>100000 
	TI=(breast cancer* OR breast carcinom* OR mamma* carcinom* OR mamma* cancer* OR breast neoplasm*) 

	# 3
	>100000 
	TI=(breast OR mamma* OR brust*) 

	# 4
	>100000 
	#1 OR #2 OR #3 

	# 5
	38048 
	TS=stem cell transplantation 

	# 6
	19787 
	TS=high dose CHEMOTHERAPY 

	# 7
	18519 
	TI=((stem cell AND transplant*) OR stammzelltransplant* OR stammzellentransplant*) 

	# 8
	23394 
	TI=(autologous transplantation* OR homologous transplantation* OR bone marrow transplantation*) 

	# 9
	24515 
	TI=(bone marrow transplant* OR bmt OR sct OR asct) 

	# 10
	8833 
	TI=(homograft* OR homo-graft* OR autograft* OR auto-graft* OR autotransplant* OR autogeneic) 

	# 11
	3099 
	TI=(autogeneic OR autotransplant* OR homotransplant*) 

	# 12
	23416 
	TI=((stem OR progenitor) AND (transplant* OR support OR rescue)) 

	# 13
	4082 
	TI=((stammzell* AND transplantation*) OR (hochdosis* AND chemotherap*) OR hochdosischemotherap* OR hochdosis-chemotherap* OR (chemotherap* AND high dos*)) 

	# 14
	88096 
	#5 OR #6 OR #7 OR #8 OR #9 OR #10 OR #11 OR #12 OR #13 

	# 15
	38942 
	TS=Ethics 

	# 16
	>100000 
	TS=(INTEGRITY OR MORALITY OR morals OR JUSTICE OR FREEDOM OR SOCIAL NORMS OR PUBLIC OPINION OR STIGMA OR PREJUDICE OR SOCIAL ACCEPTANCE OR ALTRUISM OR beneficence) 

	# 17
	92376 
	TI=(ethic* OR moral* OR bioethic* OR complicit* OR humanism OR dignity OR integrity OR human right* OR principlism OR normativ* OR principle-base* OR beneficence OR autonomy) 

	# 18
	>100000 
	TI=(non-maleficence OR philosoph* OR aristoteles OR socrates OR justice OR fairness OR hope OR accessible OR accessibility OR Beauchamp OR childress OR equilibrium* OR wide reflective* OR socratic) 

	# 19
	26462 
	TI=(rawls OR rawlsian OR utilitarian* OR patient choice OR patient decision-making OR justify* OR promise OR imperative OR normative OR peril OR conflicting interests OR equity OR imperative OR peril OR promise OR stigma OR stigmatiz* OR stigmatis*) 

	# 20
	4415 
	TI=(social shaping OR casuistry OR coherence analy* OR eclectic* OR right to die OR right to life OR social value* OR ethnic value* OR personal value*) 

	# 21
	4377 
	TI=(elsi OR conviction* OR harm OR benefit-harm OR harm-benefit OR choice of end point*) 

	# 22
	3257 
	TI=(societal value* OR value* of society OR fraud OR falsified) 

	# 23
	18220 
	TI=(fairness OR equity OR burden benefit ratio OR fact value distinction* OR patient preference* OR value based OR value judgment* OR norms OR non-malfeasance OR nonmalfeasance) 

	# 24
	>100000 
	#15 OR #16 OR #17 OR #18 OR #19 OR #20 OR #21 OR #22 OR #23 

	#25
	2452 
	#4 AND #14 

	# 26
	22 
	#24 AND #25 

SCI: 22
SSCI: 0


Supplemental Figure1-Table4g: SOFIS( search strategy reporting of the example “Ethical issues of autologous stem cell transplantation in metastatic breast cancer”
Databases: SOFIS( (Leibniz Institute for Social Sciences (GESIS))

Sampling strategy: single line queries 
Standard search filters: no standard filter
Time period: no restrictions
Further limits: no restrictions
Date of searching: 30/05/2008

	Search
	Result
	Queries

	1
	0
	breast cancer* OR breast carcinom* OR mamma* carcinom* OR mamma* cancer* OR breast neoplasm* OR brustkrebs*

	2
	5
	(stem cell AND transplant*) OR stammzelltransplant* OR stammzellentransplant* OR bone marrow transplant* OR bmt OR sct OR asct OR knochenmarktransplant* OR ((stem OR progenitor) AND (transplant* OR support OR rescue)) OR (hochdosis* AND chemotherap*) OR hochdosischemotherap* OR hochdosis chemotherap* OR (chemotherap* AND high dos*)


Supplemental Figure1-Table4h: CCMed( search strategy reporting of the example “Ethical issues of autologous stem cell transplantation in metastatic breast cancer”
Databases: CCMed( (DIMDI)

Sampling strategy: comprehensive sampling
Standard search filters: no standard filter
Time period: no restrictions
Further limits: no restrictions
Date of searching: 30/05/2008

	Search
	Result
	Queries

	1 
	2104
	FT=(breast cancer? ; breast carcinom? ; mamma? carcinom? ; mamma? cancer? ; breast neoplasm? ; brustkrebs?) 

	2 
	110
	FT=mamma ca 

	3 
	2205
	1 OR 2

	4 
	249
	FT=(stammzelltransplant? ; stammzellentransplant? ; bone marrow transplant? ; bmt ; sct ; asct ; knochenmarktransplant?) 

	5 
	44
	FT=(hochdosischemotherap? ; hochdosis chemotherap?) 

	6 
	42
	(FT=(stem cell? ; progenitor ) AND FT=(transplant? ; support ; rescue))

	7 
	35
	(FT=(hochdosis? ; high dos? ) AND FT=chemotherap?) 

	8 
	325
	4 OR 5 OR 6 OR 7 

	9 
	294
	FT=(ethic? ; moral? ; bioethic? ; complicit? ; humanism ; dignity ; integrity ; human right? ; principlism ; normativ? ; principle-base? ; beneficence ; autonomy) 

	10 
	311
	FT=(non-maleficence ; philosoph? ; aristoteles ; socrates ; justice ; fairness ; hope ; accessible ; accessibility ; Beauchamp ; childress ; equilibrium? ; wide reflective* ; socratic) 

	11 
	162
	FT=(rawls ; rawlsian ; utilitarian? ; patient choice ; patient decision-making ; justify? ; promise ; imperative ; normative ; peril ; conflicting interests ; equity ; imperative ; peril ; promise ; stigma ; stigmatiz? ; stigmatis?) 

	12 
	4
	FT=(social shaping ; casuistry ; coherence analy? ; eclectic? ; right ## die ; right ## life ; social value? ; ethnic value? ; personal value?) 

	13 
	7
	FT=(elsi ; conviction? ; harm ; benefit-harm ; harm-benefit ; choice of end point? ) 

	14 
	2
	FT=(societal value? ; value? of society ; fraud ; falsified)

	15 
	21
	FT=(fairness ; equity ; burden benefit ratio ; fact value distinction? ; patient preference? ; value based ; value judgment? ; norms ; non-malfeasance ; nonmalfeasance) 

	16 
	4223
	FT=(?ethik? ; ?ethisch? ; menschenwürde? ; menschenrecht? ; integrität ; prinziplismus ; prinzipienbasiert? ; nutzen ; ?autonomie)

	17 
	1712
	FT=(schaden ; gerecht? ; fair? ; hoffnung ; zugang? ; sokratisch ; utilitaris? ; gleichheit) 

	18 
	1095
	FT=(kasuisti? ; kohärenz? ; eklekti? ; soziale? Wert? ; gesellschaftlich? wert? ; ?fälscht? ; wertebasiert? ; wohltun ; nicht-schaden)

	19 
	7561
	9 OR 10 OR 11 OR 12 OR 13 OR 14 OR 15 OR 16 OR 17 OR 18

	20 
	5
	3 AND 8 

	21 
	10
	8 AND 19 

	22 
	10
	20 OR 21 


Supplemental Figure1-Table4i: Publisher databases Karger, Thieme search strategy reporting of the example “Ethical issues of autologous stem cell transplantation in metastatic breast cancer”
Databases: Karger, Thieme (DIMDI)

Sampling strategy: comprehensive sampling
Standard search filters: no standard filter
Time period: no restrictions
Further limits: no restrictions
Date of searching: 30/05/2008

	Search
	Result
	Queries

	1 
	1525
	FT=(breast cancer? ; breast carcinom? ; mamma? carcinom? ; mamma? cancer? ; breast neoplasm? ; brustkrebs? ; mamma ca ) 

	2 
	272
	FT=(stammzelltransplant? ; stammzellentransplant? ; bone marrow transplant? ; bmt ; sct ; asct ; knochenmarktransplant? ; hochdosischemotherap? ; hochdosis chemotherap? ) 

	3 
	478
	(FT=(stem cell? ; progenitor ) AND FT=(transplant? ; support ; rescue ))

	4 
	199
	(FT=(hochdosis? ; high dos? ) AND FT=chemotherap? ) 

	5 
	754
	4 OR 6 OR 7 

	6 
	1400
	FT=(ethic? ; moral? ; bioethic? ; complicit? ; humanism ; dignity ; integrity ; human right? ; principlism ; normativ? ; principle-base? ; beneficence ; autonomy ) 

	7 
	941
	FT=(non-maleficence ; philosoph? ; aristoteles ; socrates ; justice ; fairness ; hope ; accessible ; accessibility ; Beauchamp ; childress ; equilibrium? ; wide reflective? ; socratic ) 

	8 
	887
	FT=(rawls ; rawlsian ; utilitarian? ; patient choice ; patient decision-making ; justify? ; promise ; imperative ; normative ; peril ; conflicting interests ; equity ; imperative ; peril ; promise ; stigma ; stigmatiz? ; stigmatis? ) 

	9 
	239
	FT=(social shaping ; casuistry ; coherence analy? ; eclectic? ; right ## die ; right ## life ; social value? ; ethnic value? ; personal value? ; elsi ; conviction? ; harm ; benefit-harm ; harm-benefit ; choice of end point? ; societal value? ; value? of society ; fraud ; falsified ) 

	10 
	153
	FT=(fairness ; equity ; burden benefit ratio ; fact value distinction? ; patient preference? ; value based ; value judgment? ; norms ; non-malfeasance ; nonmalfeasance ) 

	11 
	2019
	FT=(?ethik? ; ?ethisch? ; menschenwürde? ; menschenrecht? ; integrität ; prinziplismus ; prinzipienbasiert? ; nutzen ; ?autonomie ; schaden ; gerecht? ; fair? ; hoffnung ; zugang? ; sokratisch ; utilitaris? ; gleichheit ; kasuisti? ; kohärenz? ; eklekti? ; soziale? Wert? ; gesellschaftlich? wert? ; ?fälscht? ; wertebasiert? ; wohltun ; nicht-schaden ) 

	12 
	5033
	6 OR 7 OR 8 OR 9 OR 10 OR 11 

	13 
	26
	1 AND 5 

	14 
	2
	12 AND 13 


Supplemental Figure1-Table4j: Publisher database Springer search strategy reporting of the example “Ethical issues of autologous stem cell transplantation in metastatic breast cancer”
Databases: Springer (Springer)

Sampling strategy: single line query restricted to 10 terms overall
Standard search filters: no standard filter
Time period: no restrictions
Further limits: no restrictions
Date of searching: 30/05/2008

	Search
	Result
	Queries

	1 
	21
	((stem and cell*) or progenitor) and (breast or mamma*) and (ethi* or moral or justice or falsified) and ti:(stem)


Supplemental Figure1-Table4k: Publisher database ScienceDirect( search strategy reporting of the example “Ethical issues of autologous stem cell transplantation in metastatic breast cancer”
Databases: ScienceDirect( (Elsevier)

Sampling strategy: single line query restricted to 10 terms overall
Standard search filters: no standard filter
Time period: no restrictions
Further limits: no restrictions
Date of searching: 30/05/2008
	Search
	Result
	Queries

	1 
	25
	(breast cancer* OR breast carcinom* OR mamma* carcinom* OR mamma* cancer* OR breast neoplasm* OR brustkrebs* OR mamma ca) AND (stammzelltransplant* OR stammzellentransplant* OR bone marrow transplant* OR bmt OR sct OR asct OR knochenmarktransplant* OR hochdosischemotherap* OR hochdosis chemotherap*) AND (ethic* OR moral* OR bioethic* OR complicit* OR humanism OR dignity OR integrity OR human right* OR principlism OR normativ* OR principle-base* OR beneficence OR autonomy OR non-maleficence OR philosoph* OR aristoteles OR socrates OR justice OR fairness OR hope OR accessible OR accessibility OR Beauchamp OR childress OR equilibrium* OR wide reflective* OR socratic OR rawls OR rawlsian OR utilitarian* OR patient choice OR patient decision-making OR justify* OR promise OR imperative OR normative OR peril OR conflicting interests OR equity OR imperative OR peril OR promise OR stigma OR stigmatiz* OR stigmatis* OR social shaping OR casuistry OR coherence analy* OR eclectic* OR right to die OR right to life OR social value* OR ethnic value* OR personal value* OR elsi OR conviction* OR harm OR benefit-harm OR harm-benefit OR choice of end point* OR societal value* OR value* of society OR fraud OR falsified)


Supplemental Figure1-Table4l: Internet portal of library catalogues Karlsruhe Virtual Catalogue( (KvK) search strategy reporting of the example “Ethical issues of autologous stem cell transplantation in metastatic breast cancer”
Databases: Karlsruhe Virtual Catalogue(, KvK (Karlsruhe Institute of Technology (KIT))

Sampling strategy: single line query restricted to 10 terms overall
Standard search filters: no standard filter
Time period: no restrictions
Further limits: no restrictions
Date of searching: 30/05/2008
	Search
	Result
	Queries

	1 
	No overall number of hits stated
	(breast cancer* OR mamma* ca* OR breast neoplasm* OR brustkrebs*) AND (stammzell* OR stem cell*) AND (ethic* OR ethik OR ethisch* OR moral* OR  utilitarian* OR patient choice OR patient decision-making OR stigma OR social shaping OR casuistry OR coherence analy* OR eclectic* OR social value* OR harm societal value* OR fraud OR falsified)


Supplemental Figure1-Table4m: LocatorPlus( search strategy reporting of the example “Ethical issues of autologous stem cell transplantation in metastatic breast cancer”
Databases: LocatorPlus( (NLM)

Sampling strategy: successive query entry of 3 terms at a time
Standard search filters: no standard filter
Time period: no restrictions
Further limits: no restrictions
Date of searching: 10/06/2008
	Search
	Result
	Queries

	1 
	No overall number of hits stated
	(breast cancer* OR mamma* ca* OR breast neoplasm*)

AND

(stem cell*) 

AND

(ethic* OR moral* patient choice OR patient decision-making OR stigma OR social shaping OR casuistry OR coherence analy* OR eclectic* OR social value* OR harm OR societal value* OR fraud OR falsified OR principlism OR principle-base* OR beneficence OR autonomy OR non-maleficence OR philosoph* OR justice OR fairness OR hope OR Beauchamp OR childress OR equilibrium* OR rawls)


Supplemental Figure1-Table4n: BELIT( search strategy reporting of the example “Ethical issues of autologous stem cell transplantation in metastatic breast cancer”
Databases: BELIT( (DRZE)

Sampling strategy: successive query entry
Standard search filters: no standard filter
Time period: no restrictions
Further limits: no restrictions
Date of searching: 30/05/2008
	Search
	Result
	Queries

	1 
	37
	SH: brustkrebs

	2
	120
	SH: Breast cancer

	3
	4
	SH: Mammakarzinom

	4
	21
	TI: breast cancer

	5
	46
	TI: brustkrebs

	6
	81
	SH: stem cell therapy

	7
	81
	SH: Stammzelltherapie

	8
	32
	ALL: Stammzelltransplantation OR stammzellentransplantation

	9
	254
	ALL: stem cell AND transplantation

	10
	440
	ALL: stem cell AND therapy

	11
	69
	ALL: stem cell AND treatment


Supplemental Figure1-Table4o: LEWI( search strategy reporting of the example “Ethical issues of autologous stem cell transplantation in metastatic breast cancer”
Databases: LEWI( (IZEW)

Sampling strategy: successive query entry
Standard search filters: no standard filter
Time period: no restrictions
Further limits: no restrictions
Date of searching: 30/05/2008
	Search
	Result
	Queries

	1
	6
	SH: Breast cancer OR ti: breast cancer OR kw: breast cancer

	2 
	155
	SH: stem cell OR ti: stem cell OR kw: stem cell


Supplemental Figure1-Table4p: EUROETHICS( search strategy reporting of the example “Ethical issues of autologous stem cell transplantation in metastatic breast cancer”
Databases: EUROETHICS( (European Commission)

Sampling strategy: successive query entry
Standard search filters: no standard filter
Time period: no restrictions
Further limits: no restrictions
Date of searching: 30/05/2008
	Search
	Result
	Queries

	4
	134
	breast cancer 

	5
	7
	Mammary cancer

	6
	3
	Mammary carcinoma

	1 
	113
	Stem cell therapy

	2
	62
	Stem cell transplantation

	3
	10
	Stem cell treatment


Supplemental Figure1-Table4q: Bioethics Research Library at Georgetown University( search strategy reporting of the example “Ethical issues of autologous stem cell transplantation in metastatic breast cancer”
Databases: Bioethics Research Library at Georgetown University( (Georgetown University)

Sampling strategy: successive query entry
Standard search filters: no standard filter
Time period: no restrictions
Further limits: no restrictions
Date of searching: 30/05/2008
	Search
	Result
	Queries

	1 
	2
	Stem cell AND breast cancer

	2
	77
	Stem cell transplantation

	3
	24
	Stem cell treatment

	4
	103
	Stem cell therapy


Supplemental Figure1-Table4r: Summary table of retrieved records assigned to the selected databases (Duplicates are removed, remaining numbers are depending on chosen ranking of database preferences) 
	Name of Database
	Number of records retrieved

	BELIT(
	
94

	BIOSIS(
	
65

	CCMED(
	
7

	CINAHL(
	
6

	Cochrane Database of Methodoloy Studies (CDMR)(
	
0

	Cochrane Database of Systematic Reviews (CDSR)(
	
0

	EMBASE(
	
443

	Bioethics Research Library at Georgetown University(
	
54

	EUROETHICS(
	
15

	Karlsruhe Virtual Catalogue( (KVK)
	
6

	LEWI(
	
6

	LocatorPlus(
	
19

	MEDLINE(
	
139

	NHS DARE(
	
0

	NHS EED(
	
0

	NHS HTA(
	
4

	PSYCINFO(
	
3

	PSYNDEX(
	
0

	Publisher Database: Karger, Thieme
	
1

	Publisher Databases: Springer
	
3

	Publisher Database: ScienceDirect(
	
1

	Science Citation Index Expanded (SCI)(
	
12

	Social Sciences Citation Index (SSCI)(
	
0

	SOFIS(
	
1

	Total
	
879


Step 8 „Final quality check and calculation of precision and recall”

Recall or sensitivity of information retrieval results is hardly to be measured, because we do not know the exact overall number of existing publications relevant to our topic. Therefore we retrain for calculating recall. Checking of our purpose to gather all relevant arguments related to ethical issues by means of bottom-ceiling approach resulted in no further relevant arguments.
Supplemental Figure1-Table 5: 2 x 2 table to calculate recall and precision of retrieval results
	
	relevant
	non- relevant

	identified
	102

	777

	not identified
	?1

	?1



1? universe is unknown
	recall = 
	A
	= ?1
	precision = 
	102
	= 0,116 x 100 = 11,6%

	
	A + ?1
	
	
	102 +777
	


Precision could be calculated after finishing systematic review. From the 879 retrieved records 102 publications were included in our review. All this 102 were contained in the retrieval results. Therefore, precision of our retrieval result is 11.6%.
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