	Variable
	Direct Search Method

  Mean    (SD)
	   N
	NHS Search Engine

 Mean    (SD)
	N

	Number of hits
	138       (419)
	53
	275       (772)
	53

	Number of relevant hits 
	   15         (57)
	51
	     6            (6)
	49

	Precision
	      0.35     (0.35)
	51
	     0.14      (0.21)
	49

	Number of unique hits 
	      4           (6)
	48
	     3            (3)
	48

	Length of time to reach a conclusion (minutes)
	    46        (30)
	50
	   30         (24)
	50

	Perceived degree of user-friendliness
	      4.47     (1.23)
	53
	      5.08        (1.21)
	53

	Perceived degree of relevance
	      4.98     (1.70)
	47
	      5.07        (1.63)
	45


Supplementary Table 1 Description of outcomes for both search methods – 



unadjusted for search sequence 

	Variables
	Precision
	Relevance
	Number of unique hits

	Subject field
	0,3529
	0,6237
	-

	Experience 
	0,4524
	0,0663
	-

	Use of MESH
	0,332
	0,4081
	0.465

	Use of AND
	0,0972
	0,64
	-

	Use of OR
	0,638
	0,8008
	-


Supplementary Table 2 P-values for the analysis of whether precision, perceived relevance or number of unique hits varied with selected variables

