Supplementary Table 1. Questionnaire distributed for the comparative analysis

EuroScan

Comparison of Early Awareness and Alert Systems (EAAS) 

General Information

	1.
	Name of person completing the questionnaire
	

	2.
	Name of Early Awareness & Alert System (EAAS)
	

	3.
	Country and/or region
	

	4.
	Name of host organisation 
	

	5.
	Main business of the host organisation
	

	6.
	In which year was the EAAS formally established? 
	

	7.
	Status of EAAS
	

	
	Permanent
	

	
	Temporary (i.e. fixed term funding)
	

	
	Currently under review
	

	
	Pilot
	

	8. 
	How may of the following categories of staff carry out early awareness and alert activities? For part-time indicate total number of days per week worked on EAA activities where 0.1 = ½ day/week 0.2 = 1 day/week etc. (e.g for 3 part-time staff working 2 days/week the answer would be 1.2)
	No. of full-time staff
	No. of part-time staff
	Total no. of days per week worked on EAA activity by part-time staff.

	
	Health professionals (e.g doctors, nurses)
	
	
	

	
	Pharmacists
	
	
	

	
	Health care researchers
	
	
	

	
	Other health-related
	
	
	

	
	Information specialists/librarians
	
	
	

	
	Administrative 
	
	
	

	
	Other (please state)
	
	
	

	9.
	What is the EAAS’s main source of funding?*
	

	
	National health system - Department of Health or health services 
	

	
	Regional health system - Department of Health or health services
	

	
	University
	

	
	Other (please state)
	

	10.
	What proportion of funding is:
	

	
	For profit
	

	
	Not for profit
	

	11. 
	What is the approximate amount of funding per annum provided for EAA activities carried out by your agency?
	Euros €

	12. 
	Please give a brief description of your EAAS (to include aims and objectives, source of funding, main customers, output etc.). The main purpose of this is for use in the member profile


Aims and Coverage

	13.
	What is the purpose of your EASS? (Please indicate any options that apply)
	

	
	To inform decisions on coverage or reimbursement of health services
	

	
	To inform decisions on capital or recurrent spending
	

	
	To inform decisions on undertaking primary research
	

	
	To inform decisions on undertaking secondary research (health technology assessments, systematic reviews) 
	

	
	Other (please specify)
	

	14.
	What types of technologies are considered by your EAAS? (Please give approximate proportions considered in the previous 12 months and indicate any areas that are not covered.)  
	% of technologies
	Not covered

	
	Pharmaceuticals (including vaccines)
	
	

	
	Devices (including imaging equipment)
	
	

	
	Diagnostics (diagnostic and prognostic biomarkers)
	
	

	
	Interventional procedures (e.g. surgery)
	
	

	
	Programmes (e.g. screening and vaccination programmes)
	
	

	
	 Health care settings (e.g. organisational changes, professional boundaries)
	
	

	
	Others (please state)
	
	

	15.
	Does your EAAS consider:
	

	
	All disease areas
	

	
	Specific disease areas (e.g. Cancer only) – please state which
	

	16.
	At what stage in their life-span are technologies identified and assessed by your EAAS (please tick as many boxes as required)?
	Identified
	Prioritised for assessment
	Assessed

	
	Experimental 

No clinical trials & few patients, if drugs phase I & II
	
	
	

	
	Investigational 

Majority of activity limited to clinical trials, if drugs phase III
	
	
	

	
	Nearly established 

Some use of the technology outside clinical trials, still controversial issues concerning degree of evidence; if drugs pre-licensing
	
	
	

	
	Established under diffusion 

Mostly used outside clinical trials but the potential market is not yet saturated and the technology is still an issue for policy makers
	
	
	

	
	Established 

Full market use, but still some controversial issues, such as high cost versus benefit
	
	
	

	
	How does your EAAS define:
	Definition

	17.
	A new technology?
	

	18.
	An emerging technology?
	

	19.
	Innovation?
	


Customers

	20.
	Who are the main customers or users for outputs from your EAAS? (Please indicate any options that apply)
	

	
	National Government Health Departments & Ministers 
	

	
	Regional,State orProvincial Government
	

	
	Health service purchasers, commissioners or other decision makers 
	

	
	Health care providers e.g. hospitals 
	

	
	Health care professionals, medical advisors or clinical experts
	

	
	National research & development programme
	

	
	Insurance or re-imbursement organisations
	

	
	Consumers
	

	
	Other (please state)
	

	21. 
	Please list any other customers


	


Partnerships and Collaborations

	22.
	At what stage, if any, do you use the following “experts” in your EAAS?
	Clinical or scientific individuals
	Existing clinical or scientific expert group
	Convened clinical or scientific expert group
	Commercial company, developer or sponsor

	
	Don’t use
	
	
	
	

	
	Topic identification
	
	
	
	

	
	Topic filtration
	
	
	
	

	
	Topic prioritisation
	
	
	
	

	
	Early assessment
	
	
	
	

	
	Report writing
	
	
	
	

	
	Peer review
	
	
	
	

	
	Other (please state)
	
	
	
	

	23. 
	Do you pay any of these experts?
	
	
	
	

	
	A fee
	
	
	
	

	
	Travel & subsistence expenses
	
	
	
	

	
	Other (please state)
	
	
	
	


Methods

Initial identification 

24. Briefly describe how topics are identified for consideration by your agency.

25. List the main sources (e.g. top 10) used for topic identification.

26. Do you have a filtration and prioritisation process?


Yes



No



If yes, please briefly describe the filtration and prioritisation processes used by your EAAS (including criteria for selection)

	27.
	Who undertakes filtration and prioritisation? 

(Please indicate any options that apply)
	

	
	In house
	

	
	Individual experts
	

	
	Scientific board
	

	
	Other
	


28. What would you say, if anything, are your main methodological problems with identification, filtration and prioritisation and how do you try to overcome these?

Output

	29.
	What form does your main output generally take? Please indicate.
	

	
	Short 1-4 page report 
	

	
	Longer 4-10 page report
	

	
	Comprehensive >10 page report
	

	
	Other (please state)
	

	30.
	What is included in the final main output from your EAAS?  

An assessment of:
	

	
	Potential for significant health service impact 
	

	
	Safety and efficacy
	

	
	Assessment of clinical effectiveness
	

	
	Assessment of cost effectiveness
	

	
	Other (please state)
	

	31.
	Do you use external researcher contractors to prepare your main output?
	Yes/No

	
	If yes, approximately what percentage your main output is prepared by external contractors?
	

	32.
	Are your main outputs revised or updated with new evidence once they have been disseminated.
	Yes/No

	
	If yes, when and in what circumstances?
	

	33.
	In what language(s) is your main output published? Please list.
	

	34.
	If applicable, describe any other outputs from your EAAS:
	


Dissemination/Publication

	35.
	How widely are your outputs disseminated e.g. customers only, open publication?

	36. 
	How are your outputs disseminated e.g. via paper documents, email, website? 

	37. 
	What is the estimated annual output from your EAAS (i.e. no. of reports)?
	


Other activities

	38.
	Please indicate if any of the following activities relating to new and emerging technologies are carried out by your EAAS.
	

	
	Monitoring of new health technologies where the evidence is inadequate
	

	
	Recommending the removal of obsolete technologies from the health service
	

	
	Other (please state)
	


Characteristics

39. What would you say are the main strengths of your EASS?

40. What would you say are the main weaknesses of your EASS?

41. What are the main constraints (if any) on the work of your EAAS agency?

Future Developments

42. Describe any planned developments in your EAAS.

Thank you for completing the questionnaire.

Supplementary Table 2. Checklist to establish an EAAS


	1. What is the expected time-frame for the type of technology you are considering to be introduced in the health care system?

	 (….................................................................................................................................................................................................

	Stage 3. Identification Sources

	2. Which are the sources your system is going to seek for information?

	Web alerts. Which ones?

 (…....................................................................................................................................
	 FORMCHECKBOX 


	Industry. Which companies?
	Regional
 FORMCHECKBOX 

National
 FORMCHECKBOX 

International
 FORMCHECKBOX 


	Databases. Which ones?

 (…............................................................................................................................................
	 FORMCHECKBOX 


	Experts. Which specialties?

 (…............................................................................................................................................
	 FORMCHECKBOX 


	Journals. Which ones?

 (…............................................................................................................................................
	 FORMCHECKBOX 


	Consumers & patient organisations. Which ones?
	 FORMCHECKBOX 


	Regulatory bodies. Which ones?

 (…............................................................................................................................................
	 FORMCHECKBOX 


	HTA or EAAS organizations. Which ones?

 (…............................................................................................................................................
	 FORMCHECKBOX 


	Trials databases. Which ones?

 (…............................................................................................................................................
	 FORMCHECKBOX 


	Stage 4. Filtration. Choose some or add others.

	3. Define your filtration criteria

	Technology appropriate for stakeholders and relevant to the health system
	 FORMCHECKBOX 


	Technology new/innovative
	 FORMCHECKBOX 


	Technology within the timeframe of the EAAS (this may vary depending on technology type and scope of the EAAS)
	 FORMCHECKBOX 


	Associated disease burden
	 FORMCHECKBOX 


	Existing treatments for this condition?
	 FORMCHECKBOX 


	Anticipated clinical impact, 
	 FORMCHECKBOX 


	Economic impact
	 FORMCHECKBOX 


	Budgetary impact
	 FORMCHECKBOX 


	Others: (add)

 (….......................................................................................................
	 FORMCHECKBOX 


	Stage 5. Prioritisation (define your filtration criteria). Choose some or add others

	4. Define your filtration criteria

	Patient group related
	 FORMCHECKBOX 


	Potential impact
	 FORMCHECKBOX 


	External emphasis
	 FORMCHECKBOX 


	Potential for inappropriate diffusion given available evidence
	 FORMCHECKBOX 


	Others: (add)

 (….......................................................................................................
	 FORMCHECKBOX 


	Stage 6. Assessment

	5. Type of assessment you will use

	Rapid
	 FORMCHECKBOX 


	Brief 
	 FORMCHECKBOX 


	In-Depth
	 FORMCHECKBOX 


	Stage 7. Peer review

	6. Peer review

	In house
	 FORMCHECKBOX 


	Clinical experts
	 FORMCHECKBOX 


	Council of experts
	 FORMCHECKBOX 


	Methodological experts
	 FORMCHECKBOX 


	Industry/ the manufacturers
	 FORMCHECKBOX 


	Information producers / mass media
	 FORMCHECKBOX 


	Stage 8. Dissemination

	7. Who will do the dissemination process?

	In house
	 FORMCHECKBOX 


	Specialist
	 FORMCHECKBOX 


	Mass Media
	 FORMCHECKBOX 


	Others (please state)

 (…...............................................................................
	 FORMCHECKBOX 


	8. When are you thinking of disseminating information?

	Identified
	 FORMCHECKBOX 


	Filtrated
	 FORMCHECKBOX 


	Prioritised
	 FORMCHECKBOX 


	Assessed
	 FORMCHECKBOX 


	
	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	



Supplementary Table 3. Sources for the identification of new and emerging technologies (1=most relevant, 9= least relevant)

	DEVICES

	Type of source
	Source
	VOTES
	TOTAL SCORE
	MEDIAN SCORE

	Societies
	American Cancer Society
	1
	3
	3

	Related organizations
	ECRI Institute  
	9
	27
	2

	
	HAYES 
	3
	11
	4

	News sites
	Medscape 
	7
	21
	3

	Marketing Authorization Agencies
	U.S. Food and Drug administration (FDA)  
	10
	30
	2

	Journals
	British Medical Journal
	11
	30
	3

	
	JAMA
	11
	31
	3

	
	Lancet
	10
	36
	4

	
	Archives of surgery
	6
	21
	4

	HTA Organizations
	EuroScan 
	10
	17
	1

	
	Canadian Agency for Drugs and Technologies in Health 
	10
	20
	2

	
	National Institute for Health & Clinical Excellence (NICE) 
	8
	15
	1

	
	National Horizon Scanning centre
	8
	11
	1

	
	The Cochrane Collaboration 
	7
	22
	4

	
	INAHTA
	6
	13
	2

	
	Centre for Reviews & Dissemination (CRD) 
	6
	10
	2

	Health Organizations
	NHS 
	4
	10
	3

	Early Assessment & Alert Systems
	Australia and NewZealand Horizon Scanning Network 
	8
	15
	2

	DIAGNOSTICS

	Type of source
	Source
	VOTES
	TOTAL SCORE
	MEDIAN SCORE

	Early Assessment & Alert Systems
	Australia and NewZealand Horizon Scanning Network 
	8
	20
	2

	Health Organizations
	NHS 
	4
	18
	6

	HTA Organizations
	EuroScan 
	11
	21
	1

	
	Canadian Agency for Drugs and Technologies in Health 
	11
	23
	2

	
	National Institute for Health & Clinical Excellence (NICE) 
	9
	26
	2

	
	National Horizon Scanning centre
	8
	13
	1

	
	The Cochrane Collaboration 
	8
	32
	4

	
	INAHTA
	7
	20
	3

	
	Centre for Reviews & Dissemination (CRD) 
	7
	17
	3

	Journals
	British Medical Journal
	12
	38
	3

	
	JAMA
	11
	39
	3

	
	Lancet
	9
	32
	3

	
	NewScientist 
	6
	25
	4

	Marketing Authorization Agencies
	U.S. Food and Drug administration (FDA)  
	10
	30
	2

	News sites
	Medscape 
	8
	24
	3

	Related organizations
	ECRI Institute  
	9
	26
	2

	
	HAYES 
	3
	11
	4

	Societies
	American Cancer Society
	1
	3
	3

	DRUGS

	Type of source
	Source
	VOTES
	TOTAL SCORE
	MEDIAN SCORE

	Early Assessment & Alert Systems
	Australia and NewZealand Horizon Scanning Network 
	7
	34
	3

	Health Organizations
	NHS 
	4
	14
	4

	HTA Organizations
	EuroScan 
	9
	23
	1

	
	Canadian Agency for Drugs and Technologies in Health 
	9
	37
	3

	
	National Institute for Health & Clinical Excellence (NICE) 
	7
	26
	2

	
	National Horizon Scanning centre
	6
	9
	1

	
	The Cochrane Collaboration 
	6
	21
	4

	
	Centre for Reviews & Dissemination (CRD) 
	5
	18
	3

	Journals
	British Medical Journal
	9
	30
	3

	
	JAMA
	9
	30
	3

	
	Lancet
	8
	30
	3

	Marketing Authorization Agencies
	U.S. Food and Drug administration (FDA)  
	10
	29
	2

	
	EMA
	12
	35
	2

	News sites
	Medscape 
	6
	24
	3

	Related organizations
	ECRI Institute  
	7
	36
	5

	Societies
	American Cancer Society
	2
	6
	3

	PROCEDURES

	Type of source
	Source
	VOTES
	TOTAL SCORE
	MEDIAN SCORE

	Early Assessment & Alert Systems
	Australia and NewZealand Horizon Scanning Network 
	9
	29
	3

	Health Organizations
	NHS 
	3
	11
	4

	HTA Organizations
	Canadian Agency for Drugs and Technologies in Health 
	11
	35
	3

	
	EuroScan 
	10
	20
	2

	
	National Institute for Health & Clinical Excellence (NICE) 
	9
	26
	1

	
	The Cochrane Collaboration 
	8
	25
	2

	
	National Horizon Scanning centre
	7
	18
	1

	
	INAHTA
	7
	23
	3

	
	Centre for Reviews & Dissemination (CRD) 
	7
	21
	3

	Journals
	British Medical Journal
	11
	39
	3

	
	JAMA
	10
	39
	4

	Marketing Autorization Agencies
	U.S. Food and Drug administration (FDA)  
	9
	38
	3

	News sites
	Medscape 
	7
	24
	3

	
	Doctor´s guide 
	3
	13
	3

	Related organizations
	ECRI Institute  
	8
	26
	2

	
	HAYES 
	2
	6
	3

	Societies
	American Cancer Society
	1
	3
	3

	PROGRAMS

	Type of source
	Source
	VOTES
	TOTAL SCORE
	MEDIAN SCORE

	Early Assessment & Alert Systems
	Australia and NewZealand Horizon Scanning Network 
	6
	16
	2

	Health Organizations
	NHS 
	3
	10
	3

	HTA Organizations
	Canadian Agency for Drugs and Technologies in Health 
	9
	40
	3

	
	National Institute for Health & Clinical Excellence (NICE) 
	8
	29
	2

	
	EuroScan 
	8
	24
	2

	
	The Cochrane Collaboration 
	8
	38
	5

	
	Centre for Reviews & Dissemination (CRD) 
	6
	19
	2

	Journals
	British Medical Journal
	10
	40
	4

	
	JAMA
	9
	39
	3

	News sites
	Medscape 
	6
	23
	3

	Related organizations
	ECRI Institute  
	9
	46
	5

	Societies
	American Cancer Society
	1
	3
	3

	SETTINGS

	Type of source
	Source
	VOTES
	TOTAL SCORE
	MEDIAN SCORE

	Early Assessment & Alert Systems
	Australia and NewZealand Horizon Scanning Network 
	6
	16
	2

	Health Organizations
	NHS 
	3
	12
	5

	HTA Organizations
	EuroScan 
	7
	23
	2

	
	National Institute for Health & Clinical Excellence (NICE) 
	7
	25
	3

	
	Canadian Agency for Drugs and Technologies in Health 
	7
	39
	4

	Journals
	British Medical Journal
	9
	39
	4

	
	JAMA
	9
	40
	4

	
	Lancet
	7
	35
	5

	News sites
	Medscape 
	5
	22
	3

	
	http://medgadget.com
	3
	14
	4

	Related organizations
	ECRI Institute  
	8
	42
	5

	Societies
	American Cancer Society
	1
	3
	3


Stage 1. Identify your market�
�
What is the purpose of your early awareness and alert system (EAAS)?�
�
�"Texto1"� (…�.....................................................................................................................................................................................�
�
Who do you intend to inform?�
�
Policy makers�
� FORMCHECKBOX ���
Reimbursement agencies,�
� FORMCHECKBOX ���
�
Commissioners�
� FORMCHECKBOX ���
Health Technology Assessment (HTA) agencies�
� FORMCHECKBOX ���
�
Purchasers�
� FORMCHECKBOX ���
Commissioners of research�
� FORMCHECKBOX ���
�
Health-care professionals�
� FORMCHECKBOX ���
Patients�
� FORMCHECKBOX ���
�
Health care providers (primary and secondary care)�
� FORMCHECKBOX ���
Patient organisations.�
� FORMCHECKBOX ���
�
National�
� FORMCHECKBOX ���
�
�
�
Regional�
� FORMCHECKBOX ���
�
�
�
Local�
� FORMCHECKBOX ���
�
�
�
What does your customer expect from you (and what not)?�
�
�"Texto1"� (…�.................................................................................................................................................................................................�
�
What type of information is needed?�
�
�"Texto1"� (…�.................................................................................................................................................................................................�
�
What type of documents (the depth, the lenght ….)�
�
�"Texto1"� (…�.................................................................................................................................................................................................�
�
What is the scope of your EAAS?�
�
Community care/ programmes�
� FORMCHECKBOX ���
�
Devices�
� FORMCHECKBOX ���
�
Diagnostics�
� FORMCHECKBOX ���
�
Hospital care�
� FORMCHECKBOX ���
�
Medical procedures�
� FORMCHECKBOX ���
�
Military Medicine�
� FORMCHECKBOX ���
�
Pharmaceuticals�
� FORMCHECKBOX ���
�
Public Health interventions�
� FORMCHECKBOX ���
�
Surgical interventions�
� FORMCHECKBOX ���
�
Other�
� FORMCHECKBOX ���
�
Stage 2. Determine your time horizon�
�
When does your customer want information? (it could be more than one)�
�
Development of innovation�
� FORMCHECKBOX ���
�
Pre-marketing�
� FORMCHECKBOX ���
�
Marketing�
� FORMCHECKBOX ���
�
Introduction into a health system�
� FORMCHECKBOX ���
�
Broad diffusion�
� FORMCHECKBOX ���
�
 





Which are the support media you are considering?�
�
Closed database�
� FORMCHECKBOX ���
�
Open database�
� FORMCHECKBOX ���
�
Local/national database�
� FORMCHECKBOX ���
�
International database�
� FORMCHECKBOX ���
�
Web page�
� FORMCHECKBOX ���
�
Web page with RSS feeding�
� FORMCHECKBOX ���
�
Massive Paper diffusion�
� FORMCHECKBOX ���
�
Electronic diffusion�
� FORMCHECKBOX ���
�
Journal article�
� FORMCHECKBOX ���
�
Newsletter�
� FORMCHECKBOX ���
�
Electronic newsletter�
� FORMCHECKBOX ���
�
Mass media article�
� FORMCHECKBOX ���
�
Others (please state)


�"Texto1"� (…�...............................................................................�
� FORMCHECKBOX ���
�
Which is going to be the dissemination strategy? (please state)�
�
�"Texto1"� (…�..................................................................................................................................................................................................�
�
Stage 9. Updating information�
�
In which cases are you going to update information?�
�
Technologies with recommendation of monitoring


�
� FORMCHECKBOX ���
�
Technologies with lack of information on effectiveness


�
� FORMCHECKBOX ���
�
Technologies with lack of information on costs


�
� FORMCHECKBOX ���
�
Others (please state)


�"Texto1"� (…�...............................................................................�
� FORMCHECKBOX ���
�
Which are the sources you are planning to search for updating?�
�
Web alerts. Which ones?


�"Texto1"� (…�...............................................................................�



� FORMCHECKBOX ���
�
Industry


�
Regional	� FORMCHECKBOX ��


National	� FORMCHECKBOX ��


International	� FORMCHECKBOX ��


�
�
Databases. Which ones?


�"Texto1"� (…�...............................................................................�
� FORMCHECKBOX ���
�
Experts. Which specialties?


�"Texto1"� (…�...............................................................................�
� FORMCHECKBOX ���
�
Journals. Which ones?


�"Texto1"� (…�...............................................................................�
� FORMCHECKBOX ��


�
�
Consumers�
� FORMCHECKBOX ���
�
Regulatory bodies. Which ones?


�"Texto1"� (…�...............................................................................�
� FORMCHECKBOX ���
�
HTA or EAAS organizations. Which ones?


�"Texto1"� (…�...............................................................................�
� FORMCHECKBOX ���
�
Trials databases. Which ones?


�"Texto1"� (…�...............................................................................�
� FORMCHECKBOX ���
�
When are you planning to update information?�
�
Monthly�
� FORMCHECKBOX ���
�
Bimonthly�
� FORMCHECKBOX ���
�
Every six months�
� FORMCHECKBOX ���
�
Yearly�
� FORMCHECKBOX ���
�
When needed�
� FORMCHECKBOX ���
�
Others (please state)


�"Texto1"� (…�...............................................................�
� FORMCHECKBOX ���
�
Are you going to do a reassessment of the technology?�
�
six months after the first assessment, �
� FORMCHECKBOX ���
�
one year after, �
� FORMCHECKBOX ���
�
when sufficient information available�
� FORMCHECKBOX ���
�
No reassessment�
� FORMCHECKBOX ���
�
Others (please state)


�"Texto1"� (…�...............................................................�
� FORMCHECKBOX ���
�
 








