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	The 2011 HTAi Policy Forum Meeting in Windsor

	The Health Technology Assessment International (HTAi) Policy Forum provides the opportunity for senior representatives from public and private sector organisations to meet to discuss strategic interests in HTA (19).
	Current initiatives for improved interactions between regulatory, HTA, and coverage bodies were discussed at the HTAi Policy Forum Meeting that took place 30 January to 1 February 2011 in Windsor, UK, with a view to considering how coverage bodies, industry, HTA bodies and regulators might work together to allow HTA to be conducted and used better to support timely and well-founded decisions on the appropriate use of diagnostics and treatments in health care systems in ways which promote and reward the development of innovative new treatments (19). A policy brief has been published summarising the main issues arising from the discussions at the meeting (20).


	The 2011 CIRS Workshop in Geneva

	The Centre for Innovation in Regulatory Science (CIRS) is an independent, cost-neutral organisation whose mission is to identify and apply scientific principles for the purpose of advancing regulatory and HTA policies and processes in medicines development (4). Since 2008 CIRS has run an annual series of workshops to bring together regulators, HTA bodies, coverage bodies, academics and industry to discuss how to practically advance initiatives in the area of regulatory and reimbursement interaction and cooperation.

	The CIRS workshop 31 March to 1 April in Geneva, Switzerland, focused on how better alignment of technical requirements and shared scientific advice initiatives might improve efficiency, reduce duplication and mitigate against the potential mismatch of outcome of regulatory and coverage body approval (5). Workshop reports are made available on the CIRS website (4).
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