Supplementary Table 1. Search strategies in 2012

	Database
	Search strings

	Pubmed
	("Bone Density"[Mesh] OR "Bone and Bones"[Mesh]) AND ("Quantitative ultrasonometry" OR "Quantitative ultrasound" OR QUS) AND ("Dual-energy X-ray absorptiometry" OR DXA OR DEXA) AND (econom* OR cost* OR "Economics"[Mesh])



	Pubmed
	("Quantitative ultrasonometry" OR "Quantitative ultrasound" OR QUS) AND ("Dual-energy X-ray absorptiometry" OR DXA OR DEXA) AND (econom* OR cost* OR "Economics"[Mesh])



	International Network of Agencies for Health Technology Assessment INAHTA

Health Evidence Network (HEN)

National Institute for Health Research (NIHR) Health Technology Assessment programme

National Health Service (NHS) Economic Evaluation Database

Research Papers in Economics (RePEc)
	QUS AND DXA OR DEXA



	WEB OF SCIENCE

SCOPUS*
	Topic=(qus) AND Topic=(dxa) AND Topic=(econom*)




*SCOPUS was searched with a different strategy from that used for Pubmed, which allowed for more detailed and sophisticated searches.

