Supplementary Figure 1
Questionnaire and Guide for the Policy Dialogue
In the name of God

The guide to the discussion of “Identification of Influential Sectors in Iran’s HTA programs and the Definition of their Roles”

Organization: 





Position: 

First Name:





Last Name:

Your organizations’ questions that require HTA:

Identification and Prioritization of Topics

Method of performing the procedure and the organization’s participation:

· Presentation of the HTA topics of my organization, which is itself a user of HTA reports, to the Central HTA Committee of the Ministry of Health and Medical Education (MOHME) takes place at a particular time of the year.

· Presentation of the HTA topics of my organization, which is itself a user of HTA reports, to the Central HTA Committee of MOHME takes place when needed.

............................................................................................................................................................
Weaknesses and strengths of topic identification in my organization:

1. Currently, procedures identifying the topics requiring HTA exist in my organization:







Yes



No

2. Horizon scanning is carried out in my organization:




Yes



No

Comments and suggestions for improvement:

.......................................................................................................................................... 
External barriers and facilitators affecting topic identification:

3. Horizon scanning studies needed by my organization are carried out outside my organization:




Yes



No
Comments and suggestions for improvement:

............................................................................................................................................................
Method of performing the procedure and the organization’s participation:

· Prioritization must be carried out by my organization

· Prioritization must be carried out by a committee in the Central HTA Office in MOHME, bearing in mind other organizations’ topics. A representative from each stakeholder organization must be present in the committee.
Others:

............................................................................................................................................................
The weaknesses and strengths of prioritization in my organization:

4. Prioritization of HTA topics is currently carried out in my organization:




Yes



No

5. There are specific criteria for prioritization of HTA topics in my organization




Yes



No

Comments and suggestions for improvement:

............................................................................................................................................................
External barriers and facilitators of topic prioritization:

6. There are clear and specific criteria in MOHME’s HTA Office for topic prioritization.




Yes



No


I do not know

7. The existing criteria for topic prioritization in MOHME are approved by my organization.




Yes



No

Conducting the evidence synthesis
Method of performing the procedure and the organization’s participation:

· HTA must be conducted by my organization.

· HTA must be directly ordered by my organization to the clients

· HTA must be ordered by MOHME’s Central HTA Office to universities or other organizations.

Others:

............................................................................................................................................................ 

Weaknesses and strengths of my organization in conducting HTAs:

My organization has the capability to carry out HTAs.



Yes


No


Somewhat
Comments and suggestions for improvement:

.......................................................................................................................................... External barriers and facilitators in conducting HTAs:

9. There is sufficient workforce in universities to carry out HTAs




Yes



No


Somewhat

10. There are private organizations that are capable of conducting HTAs:




Yes



No

Comments and suggestions for improvement:

......................................................................................................................................... What technology questions does your organization expect to be answered by HTA?

Explanation of health problems and description of similar technologies that are being currently used 
· Explanation of the technical aspects of technologies

· Assessing the precision of technologies

· Assessing the medical effectiveness of technologies

· Safety

· Costs and economic considerations
· Ethical considerations

· Social aspects

· Organizational considerations

· Legal considerations

Others:
1. ............................
2. ............................
3. ............................
4. ............................
5. ...........................
6. ..........................

External Review

Method of performing the procedure and the organization’s participation:

· The external reviews of HTA reports must be carried out by a committee in the Central HTA Office in MOHME and my organization’s representative must be present in that committee

· The external reviews of the reports must be carried out by my organization

· Others:
............................................................................................................................................................
Weaknesses and strengths of my organization in reviewing HTA reports:

11. My organization has the capability to review HTA reports independently.




Yes



No

12. My organization has specialist human resources capable of participation in the external review process of the Central HTA Office in MOHME.




Yes



No

Comments and suggestions for improvement:

............................................................................................................................................................ 

External barriers and facilitators of reviewing HTA reports:

Comments and suggestions for improvement:

............................................................................................................................
Dissemination of Findings
Method of performing the procedure and the organization’s participation:

· HTA results must be made available to the public
· HTA results must be made available to all organizations (whether they are clients or not).

· HTA results must be made available to the private sector.

Others:

............................................................................................................................
Weaknesses and strengths of my organization in dissemination of findings:

Comments and suggestions for improvement:

............................................................................................................................
External barriers and facilitators of dissemination of findings:

Comments and suggestions for improvement:

............................................................................................................................
Use of HTA in decision making 
Method of performing the procedure and the organization’s participation:

· Utilization of HTA in organizational decision making must be obligatory.

· Utilization of HTA in organizational decision making must be optional.

· If HTA reports “Approve”, “Approve under certain conditions” or “disapprove” a technology, the use of HTA in decision making must be obligatory. However, if there is insufficient evidence, decision making based on HTA results must not be obligatory.
Others:

............................................................................................................................
Weaknesses and strengths of my organization in utilizing HTA results:

13. In my organization, decision making is based on the analysis of parts of HTA reports (such as effectiveness, cost-effectiveness, safety, social, and ethical considerations):



Yes



No

Comments and suggestions for improvement:

............................................................................................................................
External barriers and facilitators of utilizing HTA results:

Comments and suggestions for improvement:

............................................................................................................................
What are the procedures and requirements of objecting to HTA results by the stakeholders?

............................................................................................................................
What are the procedures and requirements of flexibility of HTA reports?

In case of technologies for which there is no reliable evidence available, even if the decision is made based on the existing evidence, after entrance of the technology into the health market there will be a need for subsequent reevaluations. Flexibility of investing in such technologies is recommended, meaning, when it becomes clear that the existing evidence does not support the particular technology anymore, the policymaker should stop the financial support for that type of technology. 
............................................................................................................................
How should the resources needed to conduct HTA be provided?

· The funding must be done by MOHME
· The financial support must come from the client organization.

Others:............................................................................................................................
The roles of patients and the public in the HTA process

The patient/public must be involved in the HTA process




Yes




No

If Yes, in which stages:
· Topic Identification

· Topic Prioritization

· Conducting evidence synthesis
· External Review 

· Dissemination/Publication of findings
· Use of HTA in decision making
How should people fulfill their roles in the HTA process?

· Patient forums as public representatives

· Others:
Please fill out the following table
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Thanks
