Supplement 1. Selection target words.

The scores on the meaning recognition test, the score on the inferencing test, and the
score given by teachers were combined in order to select the target words. The score for the
meaning recognition test and the inferencing test were standardized (z-transformed) and plotted
on a cartesian grid (see figure below). For the teachers’ ratings, a color code was given to each
candidate target (red = not likely to be known, white = possibly known, black = likely to be
known). Prime candidates would be red verbs in the upper left quadrant of the cartesian grid,
that is, not likely to be known as rated by the teachers (red), most successful inferencing score
(YY-axis), and lowest scores on the meaning recognition test (X-axis). Most targets (80 %) of
the final selection of target words (20 items) met these three conditions. However, due to the
concern of life-like authenticity of the news items (i.e., reflecting natural language use and the
meaning of the targets had to be relevant to the content), some candidate targets that were
considered to better fit the content of the articles (20 %) did only satisfy two of the three optimal

conditions.



1,8
Se brouiller
Ecoper |/P
ﬂl Obtemperer
Relater Attiser
Déclencher N
|{ /. Occuiter M Révéler
S'emballer
mo:.__m_.
Harceler & G
m:mdmmq
U_mho:nnma Engueuler
om:osumﬂ L : u W Derzper
mn_muo:mmmq Divulguer B
S'effondrer . Envahir —H
- Huer
Proliférer 0,3 Narguer
Kiffer !u!. \ \\\\\\\\\l Arnaquer
Lacgi Ih Subtiliser e
Dgjouer L!
riser 23 15 25 35 45
Trancher | | meoqu
7 W Errer
Ebranler B Chahuter m
‘ Bafouer B Ciamer
’ B Exhorter
Jaser 07
[ Sevanter M Estomaquer
B Rebuter
12
[ invectiver
Extorquer
.\. Braver
53 o8
: M Dénoncer
W Secouer
22 4
W Vaciller
M Redouter
27

Candidate targets plotted on a cartesian grid. X-axis represents standardized scores on the meaning recognition
test. Y-axis represents standardized scores on the meaning inferencing test. Red = not likely to be known, white

possibly known, black = likely to be known.






