APPENDIX 1

Questionnaire

Part 1 Presence/fishing/interactions

1. Do you see sharks in this river? If yes, how often?
2. How do you see the sharks (as catch, fins on surface, etc.)?

3. Where in the river do you see the sharks (water depth, centre, border)?

4. How far (upstream) from the ocean do you see the sharks?

5. If you see sharks in the river, do you see them at specific times of the year (seasons)?

6. At what times of the day do you normally see the sharks (dusk, dawn, day, night)?

7. What species, descriptions? Fijian names?

8. How large are the sharks you see in the river?

9. What was the size (approximately) of the largest shark you ever saw in the river?

10. Do you know if the sharks you see are males or females?

11. Do you know if the sharks you see are newborns, juveniles or adults?

12. Do you see single sharks or groups of sharks in the river?
13. When was the last time you saw sharks in this river?

14. What are the sharks doing when you see them (behaviour)?

15. When you see sharks in the river, do you observe any coincidence with natural events such as fish spawning, floods etc.?
16. Do you know of any interactions with humans and/or animals? 
17. Do you know of any accidents along the river involving sharks?

18. Do you know of any other villages along this river that report shark sightings / fish for sharks?

19. What do you do when you see a shark?
20. Do you fish for sharks in the river? If yes, what fishing gear / technique do you usually use? Time of day? Place in river? Bait?

21. Do you have any trophies (jaws, teeth)?

22. Do you have any artefacts (carvings) or handicrafts (weapons with teeth)?

23. Do you consume the sharks? If yes, what parts of the shark?

24. If you consume the sharks, how do you cook them or how do you prepare them for consumption?

25. Do you sell the shark or any parts of it?

26. If yes, who are the buyers?
Part 2 Ancestral legends and myths

1. Has there been any relationship between you and the sharks? 

2. Do you have any form of ancestral story relating to sharks?

3. Have you and your people been living in harmony with sharks? 
Part 3 Conservation

1. Do you believe that sharks should be protected? Why?
2. Do you have any idea what their function is in the river and/or the ocean?
3. Do you know what a fish nursery ground is?

4. Would you support decisions by the Fijian government to protect sharks nationwide?
APPENDIX 2 
Ancestral stories told by local villagers from Viti Levu and Vanua Levu.

	River and village
	Story
	

	Nadi river
	
	

	Moala village
	A long, long, long time ago, an outsider came from Navosa in Nadroga. He didn’t listen to the village elders and didn’t respect their wishes. One day the boy was swimming across the river, attacked and taken by the shark and was never seen again. It was seen as his punishment for disrespecting the village ways. The village made a song from this event called ‘Pauliasi Sa Leqa’(Pauliasi has passed away)
	

	Sigatoka river
	
	

	Naroro village
	The Laselase people were the descendants from the highlands of Navosa. There were two brothers that came down the river and drifted until they landed on the shores of an island. One of the brothers rotted and turned into a shark, and the island became known as Madrau (rotten). The shark was the form of transportation from the island to the main land for its descendants. Till now, if anyone eats a shark, they get infected with scabies. Madrau decreed other sharks not to bite any people from the river
	

	Nayawa village
	A plain white coloured shark is called Tai (grandpa) or the Lomavata Shark. It lives in a cave near the river mouth. The shark can sometimes be seen rising to the surface. It does not want to smell blood that has been spilled by other sharks in the river. In 1985, some of my family went fishing beside the river mouth. About 15 people. The current dragged one of the fishers who was my uncle far out to sea and he couldn’t swim to shore. The other villagers called the police but they couldn’t find anyone and called off the search. My uncle was around 5 miles out to sea and he called out to the shark god and said ‘hey grandpa I want to live, please help me!’. The white shark then came to the surface and blew on the water, this created a force that pushed his uncle back to the sand dunes and the safety of the shore and he was saved
	

	
	
	

	Navua river
	
	

	Vunibau village
	A long time ago the sharks were actually human. It was when Christianity arrived in Fiji that the humans changed into sharks and that’s how the sharks became their guardians.
	

	Wainadiro village
	Masi laca the shark god of Yanuca is sometimes seen in a pond where we go and swim.

Our father used to lament that a big white shark on the Navua River mouth had decreed and warned other sharks not to hurt or spill any human blood or otherwise face the consequence of being killed by the big white shark
	

	
	
	

	Dreketi river
	
	

	Nabavatu village
	There is an old story about two sharks, a white one and a black one. They are the guardians of the people of this village
	


