APPENDIX 1
The research presented in this paper formed part of a larger project on the prohibited trawling areas (PTAs) on the north-east coast of England (UK). The data on fishers’ perceptions was drawn from face-to-face semi-structured interviews with fishers who operated from harbours close (< 10 km) to the PTAs. Interviews were based on a questionnaire designed to addressed 10 key areas (Table S1); the specific questions relevant for this study were drawn from these key areas, and are summarized in Table S2.

Table S1
Summary of questionnaire sections for wider prohibited trawling area study. 
	Section
	Title
	Overview

	A 
	General 
	Background, vessel information, fishing sector and fishing activity 

	B 
	Potting 
	Potting set-up and effort 

	C 
	Trawling 
	Trawling set-up and effort 

	D 
	Net fishing 
	Netting set-up and effort 

	E 
	Line fishing 
	Lining set-up and effort 

	F 
	Fishing effort 
	Fishing days and locations, changes in fishing effort and catches including effort map showing geographic distribution of personal fishing activity 

	G 
	Fisheries management 
	Management process, regulations, enforcement and personal business 

	H 
	Prohibited Trawling Areas (PTAs) 
	Awareness, management and enforcement, and compliance with PTAs and with wider fisheries management 

	I 
	Perceptions 
	Marine environment, fisheries management, conflict, PTAs 

	J 
	Additional information 
	Age, family, income and costs, alternative incomes, desired changes to fisheries management and questionnaire feedback 


Table S2 Questions relevant for the current study and their response categories: D = dichotomous; L = Likert-style; C = categorical; and O = open-ended. In the case of dichotomous and Likert-style questions, fishers’ justifications of responses were also recorded.
	Question
	Response

	In which sector do you current fish?
	C

	
	

	Are you aware of any rules which restrict where trawling can occur within the North Eastern SFC region? 
	D

	Do you know where and when these restrictions apply? Where? When?
	D, O

	Do you know when these restrictions were introduced?
	D

	What do you think was the main reason for their introduction? 
	O

	Do you think these goals are being achieved? Why?
	D, O

	
	

	I have experienced conflict with fishermen from other sectors
	L

	I have experienced conflict with fishermen from the same sector
	L

	The PTAs resolve conflicts between mobile and static gear sectors
	L

	I receive benefits from the PTAs
	L

	The PTAs are a good tool for managing fish stocks (spatial protection)
	L

	The PTAs influence where I chose to fish? (If agree, in what way?)
	L

	The PTAs play a reserve function for target species (build up of stock)
	L

	Areas closed to fishing means improved fishing elsewhere
	L


