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Table S1 Comparative account of spatial attributes, population size, full-time and part-time fishers for the Lakshadweep, Andaman and Nicobar Islands. Sources: a. FSI 2011; b. UNEP-WCMC et al. 2010; Andréfouët et al. 2006.
Table S2 History and culture of the Lakshadweep, Andaman and Nicobar Islands, detailing the original inhabitants, settlement history, present day religion (% of families), primary languages and age of main export-driven fishery. References for Lakshadweep are denoted by an L, and those for Andaman and Nicobar Islands are denoted by ANI.
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Figure S1 Estimated travel time between reefs and local island markets (Maire et al. 2016, top) and major export markets in mainland India (bottom). Key regions within the Lakshadweep, Andaman and Nicobar archipelagos as well as key trading ports on the Indian mainland are depicted (top). The Lakshadweep Islands are connected to mainland India export markets via government and privately run cargo vessels. Commodity chains for primary perishable fish exports from the Andaman and Nicobar Islands are connected to mainland India via flights from Port Blair.

