Supplemental Table 1: Source of costs for recurrent Clostridium difficile infection
	Outcome Measure
	Cost per unit (in 2016 dollars)
	Reference

	Diagnostic testing
	
	

	C difficile stool ELISA
	$51.86
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	Computed tomography scan
	$328.96
	44

	
	
	

	Treatment – For one course
	
	

	Metronidazole 
	$22.82
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	Vancomycin
	$705.29
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	Fidaxomicin
	$2,904.12
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	Fecal Microbial Transplantation
	$1,205.21
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	Outpatient costs
	
	

	Office visit
	$108.90
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	Emergency room visit
	$174.76
	CMS Fee Schedule 

(CPT code 99284)

	
	
	

	Inpatient costs
	
	

	1 day of hospitalization
	$1,706.08
	Nationwide inpatient sample (http://hcupnet.ahrq.gov/)

	1 day of Intensive care unit stay
	$5,592.99
	45

	Colectomy
	$39,028.32
	


22 ADDIN EN.CITE 



Supplemental Table 2: Comparison of characteristics of patients with recurrent Clostridium difficile infection compared to re-infection

	Characteristic
	Recurrence (n=98)

[N(%)]
	Re-infection (n=87)

[N(%)]
	p-value

	Mean age (in years) 
	66.7 
	60.5 
	0.02

	Female
	61 (62%)
	44 (51%)
	0.11

	Whites
	81 (83%)
	73 (84%)
	0.82

	Mean Charlson co-morbidity index 
	8.6 
	8.6 
	0.96

	Treatment of initial episode
	
	
	0.67

	Metronidazole 
	31 (32%)
	25 (29%)
	

	Vancomycin
	31 (32%)
	35 (40%)
	

	Metronidazole + Vancomycin
	25 (26%)
	18 (21%)
	

	Other
	11 (11%)
	9 (10%)
	

	
	
	
	

	Healthcare burden
	Mean (n = 95)
	Mean (n = 87)
	

	Mean number of stool tests
	4.4
	3.3
	0.02

	Number of positive stool tests
	2.5
	1.8
	0.0001

	Outpatient prescriptions
	
	
	

	Metronidazole
	1.1
	0.9
	0.28

	Vancomycin
	2.5
	1.9
	0.04

	Fecal transplantation
	15%
	7%
	0.11

	Diarrhea related office visits
	2.2
	1.9
	0.60

	CDI-related ED visits
	0.12
	0.02
	0.05

	Mean all-cause hospitalizations
	3.3
	3.7
	0.23

	CDI-related hospitalizations
	1.6
	1.4
	0.26

	CDI-related length of stay
	15.8
	20.1
	0.17

	CDI-related surgery
	6%
	%
	0.03

	Died
	13%
	17%
	0.45

	
	
	
	

	Total CDI-related costs
	$34,103
	$38,591
	0.43
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