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The nasopharyngeal aspirates (NPA) or nasopharyngeal swabs (NPS) are submerged into the viral transport medium (VTM) and delivered to the microbiology laboratory within 4 hours. In June 2016, we introduced the Xpert Xpress Flu/RSV (Cepheid, Sunnyvale, CA) for rapid detection of influenza A, influenza B, and respiratory syncytial virus (RSV), in parallel with and gradually replacing the conventional immunofluorescence viral antigen detection test. The NPA or NPS were tested by Xpert Xpress Flu/RSV as previously described.1 Briefly, 300 L of each specimen in VTM was directly loaded into the Xpert cartridge. The cartridge was loaded into the GeneXpert XVI system (Cepheid, Sunnyvale, CA). Results were available within 40 minutes.
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