SUPPLEMENTARY MATERIAL

AFLP protocol
E. coli isolates were grown overnight on blood agar plates followed by DNA extraction using a Genelute bacterial genomic DNA kit (Sigma). Three microlitres of genomic DNA was digested at 37 °C for 2 h with 10 U of BspDI and 10 U of BglII (New England Biolabs) in 14 μl restriction buffer containing 10 mm Tris-acetate (pH 7.5), 10 mm Mg-acetate, 50 mm K-acetate, 5 mm dithiothreitol and 50 ng/μl bovine serum albumin. For ligation, 5 μl of restriction product was transferred to a new tube containing 1 U T4 DNA ligase (GE Healthcare), 2 μl 10× T4 ligase buffer (supplied with the enzyme), 8 μl restriction buffer and 4 μl of 20 μm double-stranded BglII/BspDI adaptor. The double-stranded adaptor was assembled immediately prior to the ligation step by mixing equimolar amounts of corresponding adaptor oligonucleotides (5´-CGG ACT AGA GTA CAC TGT C-3´ and 5´-GAT CGA CAG TGT ACT CTA GTC-3´). The mixture was heated at 65 °C for 10 min and cooled for 10 min at room temperature. Ligation was carried out overnight at room temperature. PCR amplification was performed in a 50-μl reaction volume containing 2 μl ligation product diluted 1:10 in Milli-Q water, 200 μm of each of the four deoxynucleoside triphosphates, 1.5 U DreamTaqTM DNA polymerase (Fermentas), 2.75 μm MgCl2, 10 μm Tris-HCl (pH 9.0), 50 mm KCl, 0.2 μm BspDI primer (5´-GTG TAC TCT AGT CCG AT-3´), and 0.2 μm BglII primer (FAM-5´-GAG TAC ACT GTC GAT CTG-3´). The thermal program included initial denaturation at 94 °C succeeded by 25 cycles of 94 °C for 60 s, 56 °C for 60 s, and 72 °C for 90 s and a 10-min final extension step at 72 °C. For detection of AFLP fragments, 2 μl of PCR product was mixed with 2 μl formamide, 0.25 μl GeneScan 500-ROX size standard (Applied Biosystems), and 1.75 μl loading buffer (supplied with the size standard). The mixture was heated at 90 °C for 2 min, cooled on ice, and loaded in aliquots of 1.8 μl on a 5% denaturing polyacrylamide gel.
