Supplementary Table 1.
Role of N. meningitidis in the aetiology of childhood meningitis in Asia (64 studies)

	Country
	Years studied
	Age
	N of specimens with bacteriological identification 
	Proportion with N. meningitidis isolated

(%)
	Case fatality rate
	Reference

	Bangladesh
	1988-1994
	<2 y
	55
	18
	-
	(1)

	
	1987-1994
	<5 y
	587
	8.2
	-
	(2)

	
	1989
	children
	417 BC/11CSF
	1.2 / 27.3
	60% / 33%
	(3)

	
	1982-1984
	<10y
	30
	6.7 
	0
	(4)

	China
	2000-2002
	(5 y
	38
	0
	-
	(5)

	
	1990-1992
	(15 y
	54
	23
	17.4%
	(6)

	Hong Kong
	1984-1993
	(12m
	20
	20
	20%
	(7)

	
	1984-1989
	(15 y
	344
	0
	-
	(8,9)

	India
	NG
	children
	-
	<5%
	-
	(10)

	
	2003-2007
	children
	214
	8.4
	-
	(11)

	
	2001
	2-11 y
	45
	4.4
	-
	(12)

	
	NG
	1 m-12 y
	107
	0
	-
	(13)

	
	1997-1999
	1 m-5 y
	44
	2.3
	-
	(14)

	
	1994-1996
	1-12 y
	100
	0
	-
	(15)

	
	1989-1990
	2 m - 11 y
	55
	1.8
	
	(16)

	
	1989
	(12 y
	132
	16
	9.5%
	(17)

	
	1988-1989
	children >3 m
	33
	48
	-
	(18)

	
	1983
	>30d <12 y
	27
	29.6
	
	(19)

	Indonesia
	1998-2002
	<2 y
	17
	17.6
	
	(20)

	
	1995-1996
	>1 m <5 y
	6
	16.7
	
	(21)

	
	1976-1977
	(12 y
	74
	1.4
	
	(22)

	
	1970
	children
	16
	0
	
	(23)

	
	1961-1962
	children
	58
	5.2
	
	(24)

	Japan
	2003-2004
	≤15 y
	233
	0.5
	-
	(25)

	
	2001-2003
	children
	196
	0.5
	
	(26)

	
	1999-2003
	<10 y
	83
	0
	
	(27)

	
	2000-2002
	≤16 y
	316
	0.3
	-
	(28)

	
	1997-2000
	≤15 y
	-
	Few cases per year
	-
	(29)

	
	1994
	≤15 y
	591
	0.5
	
	(30)

	
	1983-1993
	≤15 y
	99
	2.0
	
	(31)

	
	1981-1994
	≤15 y
	266
	1.2
	-
	(32)

	
	1984-1993
	≤15 y
	328
	1.8
	-
	(33)

	
	1970-1990
	Not specified
	149
	4.4
	25%
	(34)

	
	1979-1988
	<15 y
	193
	0.6
	-
	(35)

	
	1980-1986
	≤15 y
	125
	4.5
	25%
	(36)

	
	1979-1984
	≤15 y
	1294
	 2.2
	0
	(37,38)

	
	1966-1978
	
≤15 y
	3236
	4.0
	-
	(39)

	
	1951-1973
	children
	71
	44
	7.0%
	(40)

	Korea
	1999-2001
	<5 y
	30
	0
	-
	(41)

	
	1986-1996
	children
	169
	3.0
	-
	(42)

	
	1986-1995
	≤15 y
	140
	6.4
	20.0%
	(43)

	Malaysia
	1995
	<12 y
	58
	3.4
	-
	(44)

	
	1985-1987
	1 m-12 y
	58
	8.6
	0
	(45)

	
	1983-1986
	<12 y
	57
	12.5
	-
	(46)

	Mongolia
	2002-2005
	<5 y
	111
	23
	12%
	(47)

	Nepal
	2004-2007
	<5 y
	151
	1.3
	0
	(48)

	
	1993-1994
	5 m-5 y
	23
	26
	0
	(49)

	Pakistan
	2005-2006
	<5 y
	83
	3.6
	-
	(50)

	
	1990-1992
	2 m – 12 y
	40
	20
	-
	(51)

	Philippines
	1994-2000
	<5 y
	34
	0
	-
	(52)

	
	1994-1996
	<5 y
	17
	0
	-
	(53)

	
	1991-1993
	(90 d
	12
	0
	-
	(54)

	Singapore
	1990-1995
	>1 m <5 y
	17
	0
	-
	(55)

	
	1984-1987
	0-5 y
	18
	5.6
	-
	(56)

	
	1977-1983
	4 d -12 y
	16
	12.5
	-
	(57)

	Taiwan
	1992-1994
	<15 y
	198
	3.5
	-
	(58)

	
	1988-1992
	1 m - 14 y
	41
	4.9
	0
	(59)

	
	1989-1995
	0-14 y
	101
	4.95
	-
	(60)

	Thailand
	2000-2001
	<5 y
	16
	12.5%
	-
	(61)

	
	1996-1997
	<15 y
	-
	3 cases
	0
	(62)

	
	1980-1990
	<15 y
	539
	3.7
	10%
	(63)

	
	1975-1984
	2 d – 11 y
	-
	13 cases
	7.7%
	(64)

	Vietnam
	2000-2002
	<5 y
	211
	4
	-
	(66)

	
	1995-1996
	1 m-5 y
	
	<10%
	-
	(65)


Supplementary Table 2.
Role of N. meningitidis in the aetiology of adult meningitis in Asia (28 studies)

	Country
	Years studied
	Age
	N with bacteriological identification 
	Proportion with N. meningitidis isolated

(%)
	Case fatality rate
	Reference

	Bangladesh
	1999-2004
	All
	628
	24.8
	-
	(67)

	
	1988-1994
	20 d to 55 y
	79
	35
	-
	(1)

	Hong Kong
	1992-2001
	(15 y
	
	‘surprisingly low’
	-
	(68)

	
	1984-1989
	0->80 y
	2211
	0
	-
	(9)

	India
	1996-2005
	All
	284
	1.4
	-
	(69)

	
	1996-1998
	All
	1170
	0
	-
	(70)

	
	1988-1989
	1-60 y
	27
	44
	-
	(71)

	
	1986-1987
	15-72 y
	30
	27
	50%
	(72)

	
	1972-1980
	All
	149
	0
	-
	(73)

	Japan
	2005-2007
	All
	121
	0
	-
	(74)

	
	1988-2007
	10-84
	71
	0
	-
	(75)

	Korea
	2000-2001
	Army recruits
	-
	12 cases
	16.7%
	(76)

	Malaysia
	1987-2004
	10 m to 64 y
	-
	17
	25%
	(77)

	Nepal
	2001-2002
	All 
	37
	5.4
	-
	(78)

	Pakistan
	1995-2001
	mean 41 y SD 12.3
	95
	31.6
	10%
	(79)

	
	2001
	15-64 y
	139
	36.7
	-
	(80)

	
	1997
	All
	232
	51.7
	-
	(81)

	Philippines
	1982-1988
	All
	88
	5.7
	20%
	(82)

	
	1983-1984
	All
	18
	16.7
	30%
	(83)

	Singapore
	1993-2000
	adults
	15
	20
	0
	(84)

	
	1975-1979
	All
	142
	8.45
	-
	(85)

	Taiwan
	1999-2005
	>17 y
	78
	2.5
	-
	(86)

	
	1991-2003
	(60 y
	64
	0
	-
	(87)

	
	1986-2003
	(17 y
	62
	1.6
	0
	(88)

	
	1986-2000
	adults
	122
	1.6
	-
	(89)

	
	1989-1999
	All
	-
	68 cases
	11.8%
	(90)

	
	1993-1998
	>16 y
	36
	6.0
	-
	(91)

	
	1986-1999
	>15 y
	202
	1.49
	0
	(92)

	
	1981-1998
	adults
	395
	1.67
	-
	(93)

	Thailand
	1982-2001
	>15 y
	106
	0
	-
	(94)

	
	1994-1999
	All
	
	36 cases
	9.1%*
	(4)

	
	1984-1998
	( 15 y
	85
	1.0
	0
	(95)

	Vietnam
	1996-2005
	>15 y
	222
	8.5
	-
	(96)

	
	1993-1994
	-
	437
	0.5
	-
	(97)
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