Appendix 1.

[For reference citations see main paper]

Definitions included in this review

Primary research- experiments, investigations or tests carried out to acquire data observed or collected directly from first-hand experience.

Scoping study – an investigation whose purpose is to identify and systematically survey and characterize evidence areas or themes pertaining to a broad research question. The scoping study described herein began with framing the broad research question, and ended with the categorization and descriptive summary of data extracted from relevant study types including level 1 screening based on an abstract, and level 2 screening based on the article (Fig.1, 2).

Systematic review – a scientific investigation of one or more focussed research questions, synthesizing all available relevant primary research through the use of transparent and replicable methodology, and tools designed and tested a priori [18].
Locally acquired Hepatitis E- clinical Hepatitis E occurring in a patient with no history of recent (4-8 weeks) travel.

Consumption of pork or pork products: For the scoping study, this category included all studies, confirmed as relevant based on second level screening using the full paper, if the authors reported that one or more groups of individuals consumed pork or pork products (Table 1). For the systematic review, consumption exposure was further categorized, based on the authors’ description, either by use of proxy indicators (e.g. Muslim population as proxy indicator for no pork consumption) or by reporting monthly consumption of pork meals.

Occupational exposure to swine – For the scoping study, this category included all studies, confirmed as relevant based on second level relevance screening, if the authors reported one or more groups as being occupationally exposed to swine (Table 1). For the systematic review, occupational exposure was further categorized, based on the authors’ description, as swine veterinarians (veterinarians practising on swine populations), non-swine veterinarians (veterinarians not practicing on swine populations), swine workers (operators in commercial swine production), or general population (individuals whose occupations do not involve contact with swine populations). Although the degree of occupational exposure to swine in the general population was generally not reported, we assumed it was negligible given the dwindling proportion of the general population involved in primary agriculture.

