SUPPLEMENTARY ONLINE APPENDIX 
Section 1: Predicted probabilities
Predicted probabilities for and IDU to remain HCV negative after a certain injecting career length based on the models with one single covariate accounting for left truncation (Table 5) 

Table S1. Predicted probabilities for an IDU to remain HCV negative after t-years of injecting drugs based on the model that includes sharing syringes while accounting for left truncation. 

	Exposure time

 (t-years)
	Sharing syringes

	
	No
	Yes

	
	Duration of injection at first visit
	Duration of injection at first visit

	
	0.5 years
	3 years
	7.5 years
	15 years
	0.5 years
	3 years
	7.5 years
	15 years

	1
	0.976
	1.000
	1.000
	1.000
	0.927
	1.000
	1.000
	1.000

	2
	0.791
	1.000
	1.000
	1.000
	0.735
	1.000
	1.000
	1.000

	3
	0.686
	1.000
	1.000
	1.000
	0.637
	1.000
	1.000
	1.000

	4
	0.620
	0.906
	1.000
	1.000
	0.576
	0.904
	1.000
	1.000

	5
	0.573
	0.838
	1.000
	1.000
	0.532
	0.836
	1.000
	1.000

	6
	0.538
	0.786
	1.000
	1.000
	0.499
	0.784
	1.000
	1.000

	7
	0.509
	0.744
	1.000
	1.000
	0.473
	0.743
	1.000
	1.000

	8
	0.486
	0.710
	0.981
	1.000
	0.451
	0.709
	0.978
	1.000

	9
	0.466
	0.681
	0.944
	1.000
	0.433
	0.680
	0.940
	1.000

	10
	0.449
	0.657
	0.911
	1.000
	0.417
	0.655
	0.906
	1.000


Table S1 presents the predicted survival probabilities for an IDU to remain seronegative for HCV after a certain exposure time, given the covariates duration of injection at first visit and sharing syringes.  Clearly the probability of not-being infected with the virus increases when the IDU does not share syringes, besides shorter duration of injection at first visit is associated with high transmission probabilities. 


Figure S1. Predicted survival probabilities for the model that includes sharing syringes and duration of injection at first visit. 
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Solid lines injecting drug users who do not share syringes, the dotted lines correspond to the ones that receptively share syringes.  The circles correspond to the predicted survival probability for the newer injectors (0.5 years of injecting at first follow up visit); the squares are based on IDU with 3 years of injection before entering to the cohort; the triangles are IDU with 7.5 years of injection; and the dots corresponds to IDUs with 15 years of injecting career before entering to the cohort. 
Table S2. Predicted probabilities for an IDU to be HCV negative after t-years of injecting drugs based on the model with duration of injection at first visit
	Exposure time (t-years)
	Duration of injection at first visit

	
	0.5 years
	3 years
	7.5 years
	15 years

	1
	0.950
	1.000
	1.000
	1.000

	2
	0.759
	1.000
	1.000
	1.000

	3
	0.660
	1.000
	1.000
	1.000

	4
	0.598
	0.907
	1.000
	1.000

	5
	0.554
	0.839
	1.000
	1.000

	6
	0.520
	0.788
	1.000
	1.000

	7
	0.493
	0.748
	1.000
	1.000

	8
	0.471
	0.714
	0.979
	1.000

	9
	0.452
	0.686
	0.941
	1.000

	10
	0.436
	0.661
	0.908
	1.000


Figure S2. Predicted survival probabilities for the model that includes duration of injection at first visit.
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The circles indicate the predicted survival probability for the recent injectors (0.5 years of injecting at first follow up visit); the squares are based on IDU with 3 years of injection before entering to the cohort; the triangles are IDU with 7.5 years of injection; and the dots correspond to IDUs with 15 years of injecting career before entering to the cohort.  Clearly the more experienced IDUs are running a lower risk of being infected, because they had to be HCV negative at cohort entry in order to be included in the study.
Section 2: Descriptive statistics including all the subjects

Table 3 in the manuscript does not take into account the individuals with missing information in some of the risk factors, therefore we included the extra category in the table below.  

Table S3. Descriptive statistics for IDUs
	Individuals (n=165)
	n
	(%)
	n
	(%)

	HCV
	
	
	
	

	  No
	107
	64.85
	
	

	  Yes
	58
	35.15
	
	

	Sharing syringes
	
	
	
	

	  Yes
	109
	66.06
	
	

	  No
	55
	33.33
	
	

	  No information
	1
	0.61
	
	

	Year first injection
	
	
	
	

	  1962- 1980
	21
	12.73
	
	

	  1981- 1990
	72
	43.64
	
	

	  1991- 2002
	72
	43.64
	
	

	Gender
	
	
	
	

	  Male
	109
	66.06
	
	

	  Female
	56
	33.94
	
	

	Frequency of injection
	First follow up visit
	Last follow up visit

	  No recent injections
	67
	40.61
	114
	69.09

	  More once a day
	25
	15.15
	10
	6.06

	  Once daily
	1
	0.61
	2
	1.21

	  2-6 days a week
	27
	16.36
	9
	5.45

	  Once a week
	3
	1.82
	3
	1.82

	  2-3 days a month
	10
	6.06
	8
	4.85

	  One day a month
	5
	3.03
	1
	0.61

	  Less than one day a month
	24
	14.55
	12
	7.27

	  No information
	3
	1.82
	6
	3.64

	Drug of injection
	
	
	
	

	  No recent injections
	67
	40.61
	114
	69.09

	  Heroin
	32
	19.39
	14
	8.48

	  Cocaine
	14
	8.48
	5
	3.03

	  Cocaine and heroin
	36
	21.82
	21
	12.73

	  Amphetamine
	6
	3.64
	4
	2.42

	  Methadone
	5
	3.03
	1
	0.61

	  Unknown drug of injection
	5
	3.03
	6
	3.64

	
	Mean
	Standard Deviation
	
	

	Duration of injection at first visit
	4.59
	5.14
	
	

	Duration of injection at last visit
	12.44
	7.43
	
	


