APPENDIX 1. Coding schemes employed when more than one BNF section could be applied to a medication or only a vague description was reported

	Reported medication
	Concurrent condition
	Primary coding scheme
	Secondary coding scheme 
(if different from primary)

	Anti rejection drugs
	Liver transplant
	8.2 Drugs affecting the immune response
	-

	Antibiotics

	Not acute diarrhoea or vaginal/vulval conditions
	5.1 Antibacterial drugs

	-

	Antibiotics
	For listeriosis
	Not coded
	-

	Anti-sickness tablets
	-
	4.6 Drugs used in nausea and vertigo
	-

	Aspirin
	Heart disease/hypertension
	2.9 Antiplatelet drugs
	-

	Blood pressure tablets
	-
	2.4 Beta-adrenoceptor-blocking drugs 
      and 2.5 Hypertension and heart failure
	-

	Budesonide
	COPD
	3.2 Corticosteroids
	-

	Chemotherapy
	Cancer
	8.1 Cytotoxic drugs
	-

	Codeine phosphate
	Non-cough syrup
	4.7 Analgesics
	-

	Cyclosporin
	Kidney failure
	8.2 Drugs affecting the immune response
	-

	Cytotoxics
	Cancer
	8.1 Cytotoxic drugs
	-

	Dexamethasone
	Cancer
	6.3 Corticosteroids
	-

	Diltiazem hydrochloride

	Atrial fibrillation


	2.6 Nitrates, calcium-channel blockers, and other antianginal drugs
	-

	Docetaxel
	Cancer
	8.1 Cytotoxic drugs
	-

	Drugs used in diabetes
	-
	6.1 Drugs used in diabetes
	-

	Finasteride
	If not scalp problems
	6.4 Sex hormones
	-

	Fluorouracil
	Cancer
	8.1 Cytotoxic drugs
	-

	Fluticasone propionate
	Inhaler and/or emphysema
	3.2 Corticosteroids 
	-

	General bone forming medication
	-
	6.6 Drugs affecting bone metabolism
	-

	General blood pressure medication
	Hypertension
	2.5 Hypertension and heart failure
	-

	General chronic bowel disorder medication
	Ulcerative colitis

	1.5 Chronic bowel disorders

	-

	General COPD medication
	-
	3.1 Bronchodilators
	-

	Glyceryl trinitrate

	Heart disease

	2.6 Nitrates, calcium-channel blockers, and other antianginal drugs
	-

	HRT
	Not topical for vagina or breast pain
	6.4 Sex hormones
	-

	Hydrocortisone
	Cancer 
	8.2 Drugs affecting the immune response
	-

	Ibuprofen

	Gout

	10.1 Drugs used in rheumatic diseases and gout
	-

	Ipratropium bromide
	Heart disease/asthma
	3.1 Bronchodilators
	-

	Methadone
	No mention of substance misuse
	4.7 Analgesics
	-

	Methotrexate

	Rheumatoid arthritis/juvenile arthritis

	10.1 Drugs used in rheumatic diseases and gout
	-

	Prednisolone
	Renal transplant
	6.3 Corticosteroids
	-

	Prednisolone
	Ulcerative colitis or Crohn’s disease
	6.3 Corticosteroids
	1.5 Chronic bowel disorders

	Prednisolone

	Lupus or juvenile arthritis or rheumatic disease
	6.3 Corticosteroids

	10.1 Drugs used in rheumatic diseases and gout

	Prednisolone
	Oncology/immunosuppression
	6.3 Corticosteroids
	-

	Rheumatoid medications

	-

	10.1 Drugs used in rheumatic diseases and gout
	-


	Sleeping tablets
	-
	4.1 Hypnotics and anxiolytics
	-

	Sodium bicarbonate

	Not dyspepsia and gastro-oesophageal reflux disease
	9.2 Fluids and electrolytes

	-

	Sodium lactulose
	No mention of epilepsy
	1.6 Laxatives
	-

	Steroids
	Emphysema or COPD
	6.3 Corticosteroids
	3.2 Corticosteroids

	Steroids
	Ulcerative colitis or Crohn’s disease
	6.3 Corticosteroids
	1.5 Chronic bowel disorders

	Steroids

	Rheumatoid arthritis

	6.3 Corticosteroids

	10.1 Drugs used in rheumatic diseases and gout

	Steroids
	Cancer 
	6.3 Corticosteroids
	-

	Tacrolimus
	Renal transplant
	8.2 Drugs affecting the immune response
	-

	Thalidomide
	Cancer
	8.2 Drugs affecting the immune response
	-

	Tolterodine tartrate

	On other drugs for genitourinary disorders
	7.4 Drugs for genito-urinary disorders

	-


	Vitamins or minerals 
  (specific and general)
	-

	9.5 Minerals and 9.6 Vitamins

	-


COPD, Chronic obstructive pulmonary disease; HRT, hormone replacement therapy.
