SUPPLEMENTARY MATERIAL

Technical Appendix A: Example Questionnaire for Salmonella
I - Best estimates
For each of the four events listed below, please fill in your ‘best estimate’- the number you think is most likely.
	1.1
	Out of every 100 cases of illness due to Salmonella what number on average would be transmitted by ingesting food?
	

	1.2
	Out of every 100 cases of illness due to Salmonella what number on average would be transmitted by the environment?
	

	1.3
	Out of every 100 cases of illness due to Salmonella what number on average would be transmitted by water?
	

	1.4
	Out of every 100 cases of illness due to Salmonella what number on average would be transmitted by contact with a sick person?
	

	1.5
	Out of every 100 cases of illness due to Salmonella what number on average would be transmitted by direct contact with an animal?
	

	
	                                                TOTAL
	100



II- Uncertainty estimates
For the foodborne event below please specify an interval which you are 90% confident covers the range of possibilities.
By this we mean for you to specify:
1. lower bound of the interval where you think there is only a 5% likelihood that the number of cases could be below the interval 
1. upper bound of the interval where you think there is only a 5% likelihood that the number of cases could be above the interval 
The interval does not need to be symmetrical around your best estimate but should include it.
	
	
	Lower
Bound(N)
	Upper
Bound(N)

	2.1
	Out of every 100 cases of illness due to Salmonella what number on average would be transmitted by ingesting food 
	
	




III-rating estimates
We realise that (1) different people have different areas of experience and (2) different data are available for different pathogens. In relation to the task you have completed above for Salmonella, please rate these aspects by circling a number in the scales below.

3.1 The relevance and extent of your background experience to the task
	0
	1
	2
	3
	4
	5
	6
	7
	8
	9
	10

	Not at all relevant /extensive 
	                            Very relevant /extensive



3.2 The availability of evidence from data for the task 
	0
	1
	2
	3
	4
	5
	6
	7
	8
	9
	10

	Not at all relevant /extensive 
	[bookmark: _GoBack]                           Very relevant /extensive





Technical Appendix B: Guidelines for Systematic Reviews
The research question informing the 18 systematic reviews was: What proportion of human illness due to selected pathogens is due to foodborne, animal, environmental and waterborne transmission? 
Before commencing the review it was acknowledged that there is no definitive scientific evidence and reviews would provide ‘circumstantial evidence’ related to this question. The reviewers were given detailed instructions and were asked to carefully document their search strategies. 
Human disease searches were for papers in English from 1980 onwards and included searches for both the scientific published literature and government and institutional reports. Appropriate studies included case-control studies, case series, randomised control trials, cohort and outbreak surveillance studies (collated outbreaks from a region). Studies were assessed for quality using a checklist referring to sample selection, bias and methods. Systematic reviews were scrutinised as a source of further primary studies. If there were insufficient studies of the kinds described, but there were individual outbreak studies, then these were included. 
Searches of environmental and animal studies were from 1980 onwards and were done separately from the human disease searches for each pathogen. These included mostly surveys of pathogens in food and the environment. The key features and results from each study were then collated into a summary table for each pathogen for the experts.
