'Epidemiology and Infection'
Passive surveillance of United Kingdom bats for lyssaviruses (2005-2015)
E. L. WISE, D. A. MARSTON, A. C. BANYARD, H. GOHARRIZ, D. SELDEN, N. MACLAREN, T. GODDARD, N. JOHNSON, L. M. MCELHINNEY, A. BROUWER, J. N. AEGERTER, G. C. SMITH, D. L. HORTON, A. C. BREED and A. R. FOOKS.
Supplementary material
S1. Bat specimens

Carcasses of dead bats are received at the Animal and Plant Health Agency (APHA) through the UK postal service or a courier. Submissions are often in collaboration with the UK Bat Conservation Trust (BCT) however other interest groups, veterinarians and the general public also submit bats. A standard form  (BAT1 form, available at https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/bats-submission-for-rabies-screening) accompanies each sample, containing information including; the name and address of the person submitting the specimen, the name and address of the person who found the bat (if different from sender), date and time found, species, age and sex of the bat (if known), map grid reference and post code where found, circumstances of finding, cause of death, circumstances of finding, and details of any biting or scratching incidents involving humans or other animals. Upon receipt, a unique identifying number is assigned to each bat, and associated information is transcribed to a database. Tests are assigned to each specimen according to a protocol and depending on the species and the presence or absence of human biting or scratching incidents.
