Table S1: Parameters of mental health funding, service provision and national policy
A. NATIONAL POLICY ON MENTAL HEALTH

1. Presence of a national mental health policy

2. Presence of a national mental health programme

3. Presence of mental health information gathering system

4. Presence of substance abuse policy

5. Presence of mental health legislation

6. Presence of national therapeutic drug policy and essential list of drugs

B. FUNDING MECHANISMS FOR MENTAL HEALTH 

1. Presence of a budget allocation for mental health

2. Percentage of the total health budget spent on mental health

3. Main source of funding for mental health (tax-based, private insurance, social insurance and out of pocket expenses by the patient or family)

C. SERVICE PROVISION

1. Total number of psychiatric beds per 10,000 population

2. Number of psychiatrists per 10,000 population

3. Number of psychiatric nurses per 10,000 population

4. Number of psychologists per 10,000 population

5. Number of social workers per 10,000 population

6. Mental health being part of primary health care system

7. Availability of acute treatment for severe mental disorders in primary care

8. Availability of mental health training to professionals in primary care

9. Availability of community care for mental health

10. Involvement of non-governmental organisations in mental health

11. Availability of special programmes for the elderly
12. Availability of special programmes for children

13. Availability of special programmes for refugees
Items A1-6, B1 & 3 and C 5-13 were measured as present or absent (i.e categorical variables). Items B2 and C 1-5 were continuous variables.

Table 2: The relationship between the total number of publications and elderly populations size, GDP and markers of service provision  
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Variable










*Statistic


Sample
 size
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Total number of elderly








Rho=+0.60, P<0.00001
86



The proportion of elderly in the population






Rho=+0.40, P<0.00001
86

GDP











Rho=+0.53, P<0.00001
191

Proportion of GDP spent on health







Rho=+0.29, P<0.00001
191

Per capita health expenditure








Rho=+0.53, P<0.00001
191

Presence of a budget allocation for mental health





NS



181
Percentage of the total health budget spent on mental health




Rho=+0.35, P<0.00001
100
Presence of a national mental health policy






Z=-2.3, P=0.005

191
Presence of a national mental health programme





NS



191
Presence of mental health information gathering system




NS



186
Presence of substance abuse policy







Z=-3.9, P<0.00001

188
Presence of mental health legislation







Z=-2.6, P=0.009

181

Presence of national therapeutic drug policy and essential list of drugs


Z=-4.1, P<0.00001

190
Total number of psychiatric beds per 10,000 population




Rho=+0.37, P<0.00001
186
Number of psychiatrists per 10,000 population





Rho=+0.48, P<0.00001
187
Number of psychiatric nurses per 10,000 population





Rho=+0.47, P<0.00001
179
Number of psychologists per 10,000 population





Rho=+0.48, P<0.00001
177
Number of social workers per 10,000 population





Rho=+0.39, P<0.00001
167
Mental health being part of primary health care system




Z=-2.6, P=0.01

188
Availability of acute treatment for severe mental disorders in primary care


NS



187
Availability of mental health training to professionals in primary care


NS



187
Availability of community care for mental health





Z=-4.01, P<0.00001

189
Involvement of non-governmental organisations in mental health



Z=-2.4, P=0.016

187
Availability of special programmes for the elderly





Z=-5.2, P<0.00001

189

Availability of special programmes for children





Z=-4.2, P<0.00001

189

Availability of special programmes for refugees





Z=-2.5, P=0.013

186
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________

*Mann Whitney U Test Z and P values are given
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