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Course Description
The comparative study of politics, political society, and political institutions in modern societies, with special attention to the integrated analysis and explanation of political and social behavior, attitudes, and value systems in specific countries, and the study of political development and change.

The course is structured around a foundation of books that are rich in information and ideas; and the emphasis during the semester will be on the reading of, and the full appreciation of those books, both for their substantive knowledge about specific countries (France, Italy, Japan, and the U.S.) and their insights into how we acquire knowledge about politics and human behavior. The primary assumption of the course is that human behavior can be explained, and that comparative politics is the field in which it is perhaps easiest to begin such social analysis. To this end there are three books on “theory” in the course, one a historically rich account of the development of the modern world, one a nontechnical introduction to game theory, and one using complexity theory.


Course Procedures

The primary focus of the course is constituted by four unusual books about the micro-politics of complex modern societies, one on the deep institutions of France, a second on the unusual political constitution of Italy, a third on the little-understood circumstances of politics in modern Japan, and finally a study of American politics in relation to its foreign policy. The four works share a particular approach (micro-analysis) to the study of government, an approach that gives as much attention to the social and political “texture” of a society as to its formal political institutions, and emphasizes the sometimes hazardous effects of these socio-political institutions on daily political outcomes.

Because these books, and the theoretical works that support them, are too detailed to be effectively summarized in class lectures, the course is based on an approach designed to encourage students to read the material on a weekly basis. This involves giving a short (15-minute) micro-exam, at the start of each class session, dealing with the major points in the day’s readings. (See the more detailed discussion later in this syllabus.) The positive side of this method is that there need be no midterm or final examination for those who do well on the weekly micro-exams. It also provides a weekly update on student standing in the course; simply add your grades and divide by the number of exams to that date. Study questions will be available to assist students in the reading assignments. 

A second set of assignments is designed to put, or to keep, students in touch with today’s real world as well as the assigned readings. Each student will choose, at the start of the semester, a country for which they will be responsible to report at each class session. The weekly report will include a written account of a recent news event from the country, and a concise analysis of how these events might be explained in terms of the theory books assigned in the course, and how they might contribute to a wider understanding of political behavior in that society. The report will be presented orally during each class, and will be handed in at the close of the class session for grading. (See the more detailed discussion later in this syllabus.) 
The final course grade will be calculated with a 50 percent weight for the average of ten examination grades, and a 50 percent weight for ten class participation reports. Since there will be 13 each of the exams and reports, the system provides for at least three cuts. If a student chooses to write a final paper (see the instructor for specific requirements on the paper) for the course, to bring up a grade, the weights will be 33 percent each for exams, reports, and paper. If the student opts to take a final exam as well, the weights will be 25 percent each.

Weather note: If University classes are canceled for any reason, students should read the assignments as scheduled in this syllabus, whether or not classes meet. When classes resume there will be separate examinations on each of the assignments for any missed sessions, as well as for the current session. Past class reports can be handed in at this time. For instance, if one class is canceled, there will be two exams the following week, and two reports will be handed in. 

 
Academic Integrity Policy
Standards of academic conduct are set forth in the University’s Academic Integrity Code: it is expected that all examinations, tests, papers, and other assignments will be completed according to the standards established by this code. By registering, you have acknowledged your awareness of this obligation, and you should become familiar with your rights and responsibilities as defined by this code. Violations of the Academic Integrity Code will not be treated lightly, and disciplinary action will be taken should such violations occur. If you have any question in respect to the norms appropriate in a specific case, consult the professor.


Textbooks
The following books are the texts utilized during the semester. They have been ordered through the American University Bookstore, and have been placed on 2-hour Reserve at the AU Library.
Richard Bernstein. Fragile Glory: A Portrait of France and the French (Plume 1991)

Joseph LaPalombara. Democracy Italian Style (Yale 1987)

Patrick Smith. Japan: A Reinterpretation (Vintage 1997)

Stephen Schlesinger and Stephen Kinzer. Bitter Fruit: The Untold Story of the American Coup in Guatemala (Anchor 1982) A 2005 edition by Harvard Press need not be substituted.

Barrington Moore. Social Origins of Dictatorship and Democracy (Beacon 1967)

Mitchell Waldrop. Complexity: The Emerging Science at the Edge of Order and Chaos (Touchstone) 
Selections from one assigned book, Morton Davis’ Game Theory, are available on Blackboard.

For students new to political science and/or comparative politics who wish for a traditional introduction, a good text is: Michael Gallagher, Michael Laver, and Peter Mair, Representative Government in Modern Europe: Institutions, Parties, and Governments (McGraw Hill 2006) Fourth Edition (only this edition is recommended). The book is NOT required.

Micro-Examination Procedures
The weekly examinations will be given at the start of each class session, and should take approximately 15 minutes. Each exam will typically contain four or five questions that test the student’s having read and retained the reading material assigned for that class. Note that the exams will be given prior to any lecture material on the assignments, because their purpose is to ensure that everyone has the reading background from which the class discussion can proceed; it also means that the questions will be relatively straightforward inquiries into the actual assigned readings. In time, one question may ask for a comparison of some element of the assigned week’s reading with readings from prior weeks; this is intended to assure continuity in the course. The other questions will be on the current text. Extra credit is given for students who contribute questions suitable for later class discussion. Study questions for the required readings are available on Blackboard.

Finally an important note: There can be no make-up exams when students miss class for whatever reasons. By the end of the semester there will be 13 grades, out of which the top 10 will be used to calculate the overall grade. This provides “cuts,’ and students should save these for illness and other emergencies. Where there are lengthy, excused absences from class, special arrangements may be made with the instructor. 

Class Participation Assignments
The class participation assignments are to be one-page, typed/printed reports on events in a chosen country, using various sources discussed below. These assignments must be handed in in person, to the instructor, at the end of each class session. Students must be present in class prepared to give their reports orally for the reports to be accepted. Reports cannot be left in the Government office, in the instructor’s box, under the instructor’s office door, or submitted by Email. Anything not presented in person, and on time, will not be accepted or graded. 
As is the case with the micro-examinations, there will be thirteen such assignments, from which ten will be used at the end of the semester to compute the Class Participation grade. Only the written reports will count as class participation. Without full analysis, using the theoretic texts, no report will receive a grade higher than a C. Students must be in class to present, or be prepared to present, their reports for those reports to be accepted and graded.
The purpose of the assignments is to send students “abroad” and find out what is happening there, using foreign sources of news, and to learn to use foreign news sources to build up a picture of life and politics in the country that has been chosen for the semester’s course reports, using the methods treated in the Davis, Moore, and Waldrop books. The collection of pieces of socio-political information on the chosen country should allow the student to put those pieces finally together into a detailed in-depth description of basic political behavior in that country. Students may occasionally use novels or films as data that can be analyzed in order to understand other cultures and social practices. Reports should focus on interesting events in the chosen country (events that tell us something about what makes that country different from our own) rather than on “happen-anywhere” news (e.g. “London has a parking problem,” or “Uganda has an HIV/AIDS problem”).

In specific respect to the choice of countries, students need not adhere too closely to the “post-industrial societies” label, because most countries are in that ballpark. The real danger to be avoided is picking a country about which little or no news on its domestic activities can be found (foreign policy news on the chosen country should not be used unless it reveals something about the country’s internal politics). Another danger in the choice of countries is to pick a nation with a particular problem which dominates all news reports. 

In selecting news items for report, students should steer away from the daily “hot topics” areas (wars, terrorism, peace talks) or the “duty” reports (elections, economic news). Look rather for underlying behavior in some of the following areas: internal social and political conflict that reveals hidden disputes that break briefly through to the surface; events that reveal cultural attitudes and foundation ideas that underlie institutions that seem odd to outside observers, that explain what these people think is important, moral, just; the behavior patterns of leaders in their relation to the citizens, occasional moments of honesty when they break from the usual scripts and reveal underlying social conflicts or consensus; or situations that show social valorizations, identifying which groups are over-privileged and under-privileged, what type of people get all they ask for, given gladly, and what kinds of people get very little, given grudgingly. 
The written presentation of the report should be as follows: one page maximum, printed or typed, single-spaced with 10-12 point type and a dark black ink, one-inch margins. If you need a bit more space, it is acceptable to put a few lines on the reverse side. (Do not include printouts of the actual news item). Include your name and email address. Three parts must be included:

(1) A complete detailed citation of where you found the material, including name of publication, date, page, and additionally the web address if you got access to the newspaper on-line. This should be specific enough so it can be relocated.

(2) A summary of the article, focusing on the parts you believe to be important in understanding your country. Since the article will be presented to the class and used for class discussion, students should include enough background material to make the item comprehensible to other class members who do not have access to the original..

(3) An analysis of the behavior or action described, using the game theory approach of Davis, Moore’s socio-economic method, and eventually complexity theory to explain what the news item tells you about the people, how they differ from other nations and cultures, and what is the political logic of their behavior.

Note on sources

The AU Library has a variety of newspapers from other countries, stored in open files at the back of the lower level. Among them are: Corriere Della Sera (Italian), Diario Las Americas (Spanish), Frankfurter Allgemeine (German), Le Monde (French), El Pais (Spanish), Prague Post (English), Times of India (English), Die Zeit (German). A nice opportunity to use your language skills.

Do not Google-search for items because this yields too much junk. The following procedure is recommended: Start from the AU Library Homepage. Click on the Research/Aladin box, then select from the scroll “Data Base by Title.” From the resulting list of data bases, click on either Academic Search Premier or Proquest. Type in the name of your country and use the various options offered to narrow your search, usually to full text items, and adding “government and politics” to narrow the results. Then select for your weekly report important items that have full background information.


Course Schedule
Session
Date


Required Readings and Assignments

 1

15 January

Lane’s Art of Comparative Politics pp 1-10 (Blackboard)

 2

22 January

Bernstein Fragile Glory Introduction and Chapters 1-10 

Davis Game Theory pages ix-xviii and 3-10 (Blackboard)

 3

29 January

Bernstein Fragile Glory Chapters 11-20

Davis Game Theory pages 13-19 and 26-31 (Blackboard)

 4

5 February

Moore Social Origins Chapters One and Two

Davis Game Theory pages 36- top 38, and 50-55 (Blackboard)

 5

12 February

LaPalombara Democracy Italian Style Preface, Chapters 1-5

Davis Game Theory pages 82-84, 88-89, 108-109, 145-149

 6

19 February

LaPalombara Democracy Italian Style Chapters 6-10

 7

26 February

Waldrop Complexity Chapters 1-4

 8

4 March 

Waldrop Complexity Chapters 5-7

 ________ spring break _________________________

 9

18 March

Smith Japan Chapters 1-5

 10

25 March

Smith Japan Chapters 6-11

 11

1 April

 Moore Social Origins Chapter Five (Japan)

 12

8 April

 Schlesinger and Kinzer Chapters 1-8

 13

15 April

Schlesinger and Kinzer Chapters 9-15

 14

22 April

Moore Social Origins Chapters Seven, Eight, and Nine

6 May 

Final Examination (Optional)

NOTE In case of emergency University closings students are expected to read ahead on the above schedule and be prepared to be examined on the past material due when classes resume. See the earlier “Weather Note.”

Selected Supplementary Readings
Achebe, Chinua. Things Fall Apart. New York: Anchor Books 1959.

Alford, C. Fred. Group Psychology and Political Theory. New Haven: Yale University Press 1994.

Arthur, W. Brian. Increasing Returns and Path Dependence in the Economy. Ann Arbor: University of Michigan Press 1994.

Buchanan, James M. and Gordon Tullock. The Calculus of Consent (1962).Ann Arbor: University of Michigan Press 1965.

Downs, Anthony. An Economic Theory of Democracy. New York: Harper and Row 1957.

Edelman, Murray. Constructing the Political Spectacle. Chicago 1988.

Garfinkel, Harold. Studies in Ethnomethodology. Englewood Cliffs: Prentice‑Hall 1967.

Geertz, Clifford. The Interpretation of Cultures: Selected Essays. New York: Basic Books 1973.

Goffman, Erving. The Presentation of Self in Everyday Life. New York: Doubleday Anchor 1959.

Golding, William. Lord of the Flies. New York: Capricorn 1954.

Langton, Christopher G. Artificial Life: An Overview. Cambridge: MIT Press 1995.

Lave, Charles A. and James G. March. An Introduction to Models in the Social Sciences. New York: Harper and Row 1975.

Levi-Strauss, Claude. Tristes Tropiques: An anthropological study of primitive societies in Brazil. New York: Athaneum 1964.

Liebenow, J. Gus. African Politics: Crises and Challenges. Bloomington: Indiana University Press 1986.

McAuley, Mary. Russia’s Politics of Uncertainty. Cambridge: Cambridge University Press 1997.

Migdal, Joel S. Strong Societies and Weak States: State-Society Relations and State Capabilities in the Third World. Princeton: Princeton University Press 1988.

More, Thomas. Utopia (Edited by Edward Surtz). New Haven: Yale University Press 1964.

North, Douglass C. Institutions, Institutional Change and Economic Performance. Cambridge: 
Cambridge University Press 1990.

Popkin, Samuel L. The Rational Peasant: the Political Economy of Rural Society in Vietnam. Berkeley: University of California Press 1979.

Pye, Lucien. Asian Power and Politics: the Cultural Dimensions of Authority. Cambridge: Harvard University Press 1985.

Riker, William H. The Art of Political Manipulation. New Haven: Yale University Press 1986.

Schelling, Thomas. Strategy of Conflict (1960). New York: Oxford Galaxy 1963. 

Skinner, B. F. Science and Human Behavior. New York: Free Press 1953.

Skinner, B. F. Walden Two (1948). New York: Macmillan 1962.

Skowronek, Stephen. Building a New American State: The Expansion of National 

Administrative Capacities 1877-1920. Cambridge: Cambridge University Press 1982.

Tucker, Robert C. (Editor). The Marx-engels Reader (Second Edition). New York: Norton 1978.

