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Supplementary material
Supplemental Table 1: Topics and number of publications on research on nutrition conducted in Africa 

	MeSH term (Emtree equivalent) Number of articles indexed as Major topic

	Nutrition Disorders (nutritional disorder) 234

Child Nutrition Disorders (nutritional disorder) 135
Hypervitaminosis A (retinol intoxication) 1
Infant Nutrition Disorders (nutritional disorder) 41
Vitamin K Deficiency Bleeding (newborn hemorrhagic disease) 0
 
Malnutrition  (malnutrition) 269
Deficiency Diseases (nutritional deficiency) 23



Avitaminosis  (vitamin deficiency) 2 
Ascorbic Acid Deficiency (Ascorbic Acid Deficiency) 5





Scurvy  (scurvy) 5
Vitamin A Deficiency  (Retinol deficiency) 79
Vitamin B Deficiency  (vitamin deficiency) 0





Choline Deficiency (vitamin deficiency) 0
Folic Acid Deficiency (folic acid deficiency) 9
Hyperhomocysteinemia (Hyperhomocysteinemia) 25
Pellagra  (pellagra) 4
Riboflavin Deficiency (Riboflavin Deficiency) 2
Thiamine Deficiency (Thiamine Deficiency) 4
Beriberi (beriberi) 0
Wernicke Encephalopathy  (brain diseases) 0
Vitamin B12 Deficiency  (cyanocobalamin deficiency) 1
Anemia, Pernicious (pernicious anemia) 2
Subacute Combined Degeneration (subactute combined degeneration) 0
Vitamin B6 Deficiency (pyridoxine deficiency) 0
Vitamin D Deficiency  (Vitamin D Deficiency) 32





Osteomalacia (Osteomalacia) 2
Rickets  (rickets) 30
Hypophosphatemic Rickets, X-Linked Dominant (X linked hypophosphatemic rickets) 1
Renal Osteodystrophy  (Renal Osteodystrophy) 5
Vitamin E Deficiency  (alpha tocopherol deficiency) 5





Steatitis (steatitis) 0
Vitamin K Deficiency  (Vitamin K Deficiency)  0





Vitamin K Deficiency Bleeding  (newborn hemorrhagic disease) 0
Magnesium Deficiency (Magnesium Deficiency) 6
Potassium Deficiency (Potassium Deficiency) 1
Protein Deficiency (Protein Deficiency) 2
Protein-Energy Malnutrition (protein calorie malnutrition) 60




Kwashiorkor  (kwashiorkor) 20
Swayback (Swayback) 0
Fetal Nutrition Disorders (fetal malnutrition) 3
Refeeding Syndrome (refeeding syndrome) 0
Starvation  (starvation) 54
Overnutrition  (overnutrition) 1
Obesity (obesity) 298



Obesity, Abdominal  (abdominal obesity) 5
Obesity Hypoventilation Syndrome (Obesity Hypoventilation Syndrome) 0
Obesity, Morbid (morbid, obesity) 8
Prader-Willi Syndrome  (Prader-Willi Syndrome) 0
Wasting Syndrome  (wasting syndrome) 20
HIV Wasting Syndrome (wasting syndrome) 10

Nutrition Therapy (diet therapy) 6
Diet Therapy (diet therapy) 117
Caloric Restriction  (caloric restriction) 2
Diabetic Diet (diabetic diet) 1
Diet, Carbohydrate-Restricted (low carbohydrate diet) 1
Diet Fads (alternative medicine) 0
Diet, Fat-Restricted (low fat diet) 0 
Diet, Mediterranean (mediterranean diet) 0
Diet, Protein-Restricted (protein restriction) 2
Diet, Reducing (low calorie diet) 7 
Diet, Sodium-Restricted (sodium restriction) 3
Diet, Vegetarian  (vegetarian diet) 2
Diet, Macrobiotic (macrobiotic diet) 0
Ketogenic Diet (ketogenic diet) 0 
Nutritional Support  (nutritional support) 18 
Enteral Nutrition (enteric feeding) 18 
Parenteral Nutrition (parenteral nutrition) 16 

Parenteral Nutrition, Home (parenteral nutrition) 0
Parenteral Nutrition, Home Total (total parenteral nutrition) 0
Parenteral Nutrition, Total (parenteral nutrition) 0
Parenteral Nutrition, Home Total (total parenteral nutrition) 0
Feeding Methods (food intake) 10
Bottle Feeding (bottle feeding) 24
Enteral Nutrition (enteric feeding) 18 
Parenteral Nutrition (parenteral nutrition) 16
Parenteral Nutrition, Home (parenteral nutrition) 0
Parenteral Nutrition, Home Total (total parenteral nutrition) 0
Parenteral Nutrition, Total  (total parenteral nutrition) 0
Parenteral Nutrition, Home Total (total parenteral nutrition) 0
Nutritional Physiological Phenomena  (nutrition) 293
Animal Nutritional Physiological Phenomena (animal food) 13 
Child Nutritional Physiological Phenomena (child nutrition) 125
Adolescent Nutritional Physiological Phenomena (child nutrition) 47
Infant Nutritional Physiological Phenomena (infant nutrition) 96



Breast Feeding (breast feeding) 366
Weaning  (weaning) 47
Diet (diet) 633
Diabetic Diet  (diabetic diet) 1 
Diet, Carbohydrate-Restricted (low carbohydrate diet) 1
Diet Fads (alternative medicine) 0
Diet, Fat-Restricted (low fat diet) 0
Diet, Gluten-Free (gluten free diet) 1
Diet, Mediterranean  (mediterranean diet) 0
Diet, Protein-Restricted (protein restriction) 2
Diet, Reducing (low calorie diet) 7 
Diet, Sodium-Restricted (sodium restriction) 3
Diet, Vegetarian (vegetarian diet) 2

Diet, Macrobiotic (microbiotic diet) 0
Energy Intake (caloric intake) 53



Caloric Restriction (caloric restriction) 2
Ketogenic Diet (ketogenic diet) 0
Elder Nutritional Physiological Phenomena (no equivalent) 0
Hunger  (hunger) 22
Appetite  (appetite) 8



Appetite Regulation (food intake) 21
Maternal Nutritional Physiological Phenomena  (maternal nutrition) 26
Prenatal Nutritional Physiological Phenomena ( maternal nutrition) 13
Nutrition Processes (nutrition) 174
Appetite Regulation (food intake) 21
Breast Feeding (breast feeding) 366
Digestion  (digestion) 13



Salivation (found salivation) 1
Eating (eating) 35



Drinking (drinking) 49
Mastication ( mastication) 10
Intestinal Absorption (intestine absorption) 25
Weaning  (weaning) 44
Nutritional Requirements (nutritional requirement) 26
Nutritional Status (nutritional status) 322
Nutritive Value (nutritional value) 24
Glycemic Index  (glycemic index) 6
Food Industry (food industry) 34
Food Handling (Food Handling) 174
Cooking (cooking) 63

Cookbooks as Topic (books) 0
Cooking and Eating Utensils (kitchen) 13
Food Dispensers, Automatic (food handling) 3
Food Packaging  (Food Packaging) 18
Food-Processing Industry (food industry) 25
Meat-Packing Industry ( meat industry) 1

Abattoirs  (slaughterhouse) 18
Food Services (catering service) 88
Food Service, Hospital (hospital food service) 2
Menu Planning  (health service) 22
Restaurants  (catering service) 9
Food Supply (catering service) 193
Food Technology (food handling) 23
Food Analysis (food analysis) 74
Food Inspection (food control) 7
Food Microbiology (food control) 209
Food Packaging (Food Packaging) 18 

Food Labeling (Food Packaging) 6
Food Parasitology (food control) 15
Food Preservation (food preservation) 75



Food Irradiation (food irradiation) 14
Food Safety (food safety) 12
Food Contamination (food contamination) 325
Food Contamination, Radioactive ( radioactive contamination) 12
Food Microbiology (food control) 209
Food Parasitology (food control) 15
Food Inspection (food control) 7
Nutritional Sciences (nutritional science) 26
Animal Nutrition Sciences  (nutritional science) 0
Child Nutrition Sciences (nutritional science) 20
Dietetics (dietetics) 5
Nutrition Assessment (Nutritional Assessment) 49
Nutrition Surveys (nutrition) 188
Diet Surveys (diet) 81
Food and Beverages (food) 147
Beverages (beverage) 87
Alcoholic Beverages (alcoholic beverage) 4



Absinthe (Absinthe) 0
Beer ( beer) 5
Wine (wine) 34
Carbonated Beverages (carbonated beverage) 2
Coffee (coffee) 12
Milk (milk) 62
Cultured Milk Products (dairy product) 2
Infant Formula (artificial milk) 12
Milk, Human (breast milk) 25
Milk Substitutes (artificial milk) 4



Infant Formula (artificial milk) 12
Soy Milk (soybean milk) 0
Mineral Waters  (mineral water) 2
Tea  (tea) 20
Food (food) 1010
Bread (bread) 8
Candy (sugar) 4

Chewing Gum (chewing gum) 2
Cereals  (cereal) 23



Avena sativa (oat) 2
Fagopyrum (Fagopyrum) 0
Hordeum (barley) 0
Oryza sativa (rice) 35
Panicum (millet) 4
Secale cereale (rye) 3
Triticum (wheat) 72
Zea mays (maize) 162
Condiments (condiment) 10



Spices (spice) 17
Black Pepper (black pepper) 0
Crops, Agricultural (crop) 114
Animal Feed (animal food) 35
Avena sativa (oat) 2
Fagopyrum (fagopyrum) 0
Helianthus (sunflower) 9
Lolium (lolium) 1
Medicago sativa (alfalfa) 0
Mustard Plant (brassica) 4
Panicum (millet) 4
Secale cereale (rye) 3
Silage (silage) 5
Soybeans  (soybean) 43
Zea mays (maize) 162
Dairy Products (diary product) 7
Butter (butter) 1
Cheese (cheese) 7
Ice Cream (ice cream) 1
Margarine (margarine) 0
Milk (milk) 62
Cultured Milk Products (dairy product) 2





Yogurt (yogurt) 8 
Infant Formula (artificial milk) 12
Milk, Human (breast milk) 25
Milk Proteins (milk protein) 7
Dietary Carbohydrates  (carbohydrate diet) 30
Dietary Sucrose (sugar intake) 19
Dietary Fats (fat intake) 44
Butter (butter) 1
Cholesterol, Dietary (cholesterol intake) 0
Dietary Fats, Unsaturated (edible oil) 15
Cod Liver Oil (cod liver oil) 0
Corn Oil (corn oil) 0
Cottonseed Oil (cotton seed oil) 2
Fatty Acids, Omega-3 (omega 3 fatty acid) 10





Alpha-Linolenic Acid (linolenic acid) 1

Docosahexaenoic Acids (Docosahexaenoic Acids) 4
Neuroprostanes (no equivalent) 0
Eicosapentaenoic Acid  (cosapentaenoic acid) 2
Safflower Oil (safflower oil) 1
Sesame Oil (sesame seed oil) 1
Soybean Oil (soybean oil) 2
Margarine (margarine) 0
Dietary Fiber (dietary fiber) 23
Prebiotics (prebiotic agent) 0
Dietary Proteins (protein intake) 36 
Egg Proteins, Dietary (protein intake) 0
Milk Proteins (milk protein) 7
Vegetable Proteins (vegetable protein) 3
Dietary Supplements (diet supplementation) 170
Prebiotics (prebiotic agent) 0
Probiotics (probiotic agent) 45
Synbiotics (symbiotic agent) 0
Yeast, Dried (yeast) 5
Eggs (egg) 14
Egg Proteins, Dietary (protein intake) 0
Egg White  (egg white) 2
Egg Yolk (egg yolk) 1
Fast Foods (fast food) 6
Flour (flour) 34
Food Additives (food additive) 4
Fat Substitutes (fat substitute) 1
Flavoring Agents (flavoring agent) 9
Calcium Citrate (citrate calcium) 0
Safrole (safrole) 2
Sweetening Agents (sweetening agent) 4
Food Preservatives (food preservative) 17
Food, Genetically Modified (genetically modified food) 11
Food, Organic (no equivalent) 1
Food, Preserved (food preservation) 0
Frozen Foods (food freezing) 2
Foods, Specialized (food) 147
Food, Formulated (no equivalent) 12
Infant Formula (artificial milk) 12
Food, Fortified (diet supplementation) 95
Prebiotics (prebiotic agent) 0
Functional Food (functional food) 0
Health Food (health food) 6
Infant Food  (baby food) 86
Infant Formula  (artificial milk) 12
Fruit (fruit) 151
Honey (honey) 37
Meat (meat) 57
Meat Products (meat) 17
Poultry (poultry) 14
Poultry Products  (food) 1
Seafood  (sea food) 30
Fish Products (sea food) 8
Fish Flour (sea food) 1
Shellfish (shellfish) 7
Micronutrients (trace element) 110
Trace Elements (trace element) 68
Vitamins (vitamin) 86
Molasses  (molasses) 14
Nuts (nut) 198
Seeds  (plant seed) 194
Vegetables (vegetable) 88
Allium (garlic) 3
Garlic (garlic) 18
Onions (onion) 6
Brassica (Brassica) 13
Capsicum (pepper) 23
Chicory (chicory) 0
Chive (chive) 0
Cucumis sativus (cucumber) 0
Daucus carota (carrot) 4
Fabaceae ( legume) 188
Arachis hypogaea (peanut) 41
Peas (pea) 22
Soybeans (soybean) 43
Soy Foods (soybean) 5
Soy Milk (soybean milk) 0
Soybean Proteins (soybean protein) 3
Lettuce (lettuce) 5
Lycopersicon esculentum (tomato) 6
Mustard Plant (brassica) 4
Rheum (rhubarb) 0
Shallots (shallot) 1
Solanum tuberosum (patato) 18
Spinacia oleracea (spinach) 4
Vegetable Proteins (vegetable protein) 3
Food Chain (food chain) 5

Food-Drug Interactions (food drug interaction) 6

Legislation, food (law) 11

Food preferences  (food preference) 20

Food deprivation (food deprivation) 2

Diet records (medical record) 10

Food hypersensitivity (food allergy) 15
Egg Hypersensitivity (egg allergy) 1
Milk Hypersensitivity (milk allergy) 7
Nut Hypersensitivity (nut allergy) 0
Peanut Hypersensitivity (peanut allergy) 1
Wheat Hypersensitivity (wheat allergy) 1
Foodborne Diseases (food poisoning) 25
Botulism  (botulism) 2
Ciguatera Poisoning  (ciguatera) 0
Favism  (favism) 0
Mushroom Poisoning (Mushroom Poisoning) 1
Salmonella Food Poisoning (Salmonella Food Poisoning) 0
Shellfish Poisoning (Shellfish Poisoning) 1
Staphylococcal Food Poisoning (Staphylococcal Food Poisoning) 0
Drinking Behavior (drinking behavior) 16
Alcohol Drinking (drinking behavior) 1
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