Supplemental Table S1. Methodological quality of case-control studies included in the meta-analysis
	First author,

publication year
(reference)
	Adequate definition

of cases
	Representativeness

of cases
	Selection

of control

subjects
	Definition of control

subjects
	Control for important factor 

or additional factor
	Exposure

assessment
	Same method of

ascertainment

for all subjects
	Non 
response

rate
	Total quality

scores

	Hu, 1991 (22)
	x
	x
	
	x
	x
	
	
	x
	
	5

	Iscovich, 1992 (23)
	x
	x
	x
	x
	x
	
	
	x
	
	6

	La Marchard, 1997 (24)
	x
	x
	x
	
	x
	x
	
	x
	
	6

	Levi, 1999 (25)
	x
	x
	
	x
	x
	x
	
	x
	
	6

	Galeone, 2006 (26)
	x
	x
	
	x
	x
	x
	
	x
	x
	7

	Millen, 2007 (27)
	x
	x
	x
	x
	x
	x
	x
	x
	
	8

	Karagianni, 2010 (28)
	x
	x
	x
	x
	x
	x
	
	x
	
	7


Supplemental Table S2. Methodological quality of cohort studies included in the meta-analysis

	First author,

publication year

(reference)
	Representativeness

of the exposed cohort
	Selection of the unexposed

cohort
	Ascertainment

of exposure
	Outcome of interest not present

at start of study
	Control for

important factor or additional factor
	Assessment

of outcome
	Follow-up long enough for outcomes

to occur 
	Adequacy of

follow-up

of cohorts 
	Total quality

scores

	Giovannucci, 1994 (29) 
	
	X
	X
	X
	X
	X
	
	X
	X
	7

	Steinmetz, 1994 (30)
	X
	X
	X
	X
	X
	
	X
	X
	
	7

	Dorant, 1996 (31)
	X
	X
	X
	X
	X
	
	X
	X
	X
	8

	Sellers, 1998 (32)
	X
	X
	X
	X
	X
	X
	X
	X
	
	8

	Satia, 2009 (33)
	X
	X
	X
	X
	X
	X
	X
	X
	
	8

	McCullough, 2012 (34)
	X
	X
	X
	X
	X
	X
	X
	X
	X
	9

	Meng, 2013 (35)
	
	X
	X
	X
	X
	X
	
	X
	
	6
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