
    School/Participant Characteristics 
 

 

First I will be asking you a few questions about yourself and the school. 

1. What is your position at the school? (Circle one answer)  
 

Principal  Assistant Principal  Facilities Manager  Other 
 

Other (please specify): __________________________________________ 
 
2. How long have you been in your position at the school? ____________________________________ 

 

3. In what year was your school built? ____________________________________________________ 
 

4. Have there been any renovations made to the drinking water infrastructure (e.g., 
fountains, plumbing)?  (Circle one answer)  

 
    Yes   No   Don’t Know 
 

4a.  If yes, when and where did these renovations take place? _________________________________ 
 
5. How many students are enrolled in your school?  _________________________________________ 

 
School Drinking Water Availability  

 

Now I would like to ask you some questions about drinking water available at your school. 
 
6. Does your school have any of the following sources of drinking water available to students for 

FREE during the school day? If so, where are they located? 
Note to interviewer:  Go row by row, asking if each type of water source is available for students for free in the 
specified location. Remind respondent that we are asking about sources that are provided for free during the school 
day (not brought from home). (Write the number code corresponding to the answer (i.e. 1, 2, 3, 4) in each box) 

 
1 = Yes 2 = No 3 = Don’t Know 4 = N/A 

 
 1) Non- 

refrigerated 
unfiltered 
drinking 
fountains 

2) Non- 
refrigerated 
filtered 
drinking 
fountains 

3) 
Refrigerated 
unfiltered 
drinking 
fountains 

4) 
Refrigerated 
filtered 
drinking 
fountains 

5) 
Individual 
sized water 
bottles 

6) Large 
water 
bottles (like 
Alhambra in 
office 
buildings) 

7) Pitchers, 
coolers, 
dispensers, 
or hydration 
stations 

8)Vessels for 
water (e.g., 
reusable 
water 
bottles, 
cups) 

9) Other 
(e.g., 
sinks) 

Any?          

a) Food service 
area 

         

b) Gym or other 
indoor areas 
where students 
are physically 
active 

         



 1) Non- 
refrigerated 
unfiltered 
drinking 
fountains 

2) Non- 
refrigerated 
filtered 
drinking 
fountains 

3) 
Refrigerated 
unfiltered 
drinking 
fountains 

4) 
Refrigerated 
filtered 
drinking 
fountains 

5) 
Individual 
sized water 
bottles 

6) Large 
water 
bottles (like 
Alhambra in 
office 
buildings) 

7) Pitchers, 
coolers, 
dispensers, 
or hydration 
stations 

8)Vessels for 
water (e.g., 
reusable 
water 
bottles, 
cups) 

9) Other 
(e.g., 
sinks) 

c) Athletic 
fields, blacktop 
or other outdoor 
areas where 
students are 
physically active 

          

d) Classroom          

e)  Temporary 
structures (e.g., 
trailers, modular 
buildings) 

         

f) Hallways or 
other common 
areas 

         

 

7. How many drinking fountains are in your school? _________________________________________ 
 

Note to interviewer: Please include in this count water fountains throughout the school campus including in 
classrooms and temporary structures. If multiple fountains are attached (e.g., a water fountain with three 
drinking spouts; two water fountains attached and staggered at different heights) please count each drinking 
spout separately. 

 

 7a. How many of the drinking fountains in your school are useable?  ________________________ 
 
8. Does your school have any of the following sources of drinking water available to teachers 

for FREE in the teachers’ lounge? (Write the number code corresponding to the answer in 
each box)  
 

1 = Yes 2 = No 3 = Don’t Know 4 = N/A 
 

 1) Non- 
refrigerated 
unfiltered 
drinking 
fountains 

2) Non- 
refrigerated 
filtered 
drinking 
fountains 

3) 
Refrigerated 
unfiltered 
drinking 
fountains 

4) 
Refrigerated 
filtered 
drinking 
fountains 

5) 
Individual 
sized water 
bottles 

6) Large 
water 
bottles (like 
Alhambra in 
office 
buildings) 

7) Pitchers, 
coolers, 
dispensers, 
or hydration 
stations 

8)Vessels for 
water (e.g., 
reusable 
water 
bottles, 
cups) 

9) Other 
(e.g., 
sinks) 

Teachers’ 
lounge 

         

 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 

9. Does your school have any of the following sources of bottled drinks available to teachers for 
PURCHASE in the teachers’ lounge? (Write the number code corresponding to the answer in each 
box) 

 

1 = Yes 2 = No 3 = Don’t Know 4 = N/A 
 

 1) Bottled water 
without flavors, 
fortification, or 
sweeteners (e.g., 
Aquafina, Dasani, 
sparkling water) 

2) Bottled Water that is 
flavored, fortified, or 
sweetened (e.g., Vitamin 
Water, Aquafina Flavor 
Splash, Dasani Flavor) 

3) Sports Drinks 
(e.g., Gatorade, 
Powerade) 

4) Other sugar 
sweetened beverages 
(e.g., soda) 

Teachers’ 
lounge 

    

 
10. Does your school have any of the following sources of bottled water available to students for 

PURCHASE during the school day in the following areas? (Write the number code corresponding to 
the answer in each box) 

 

1 = Yes 2 = No 3 = Don’t Know 4 = N/A 
 

 

 1) Bottled water without 
flavors, fortification, or 
sweeteners (e.g., Aquafina, 
Dasani, sparkling water) 

2) Bottled Water that is flavored, 
fortified, or sweetened (e.g., 
Vitamin Water, Aquafina Flavor 
Splash, Dasani Flavor) 

3) Sports Drinks (e.g., 
Gatorade, Powerade) 

Any?    

a) Food service 
area 

   

b) Gym or other 
indoor areas 
where students 
are physically 
active 

   

c) Athletic fields, 
blacktop or other 
outdoor areas 
where students 
are physically 
active 

   

d) Classroom    

e) Temporary 
structures (e.g., 
trailers, modular 
buildings) 

   

f) Hallways or 
other common 

   



areas 

 
 
11. Where can students purchase bottled water? (Circle one answer per row)  

 
  Yes  No Don’t Know 

 
a.   Vending Machines   1   2           3 

b.   School Store   1   2           3 

c.   Cafeteria   1   2           3 

d.  Other ______________   1   2          3 

    
12. How much does bottled water cost at your school?  ___________________________________________ 

 
Policies and Practices Regarding Drinking Water Provision in Schools 

 

 
The next few questions ask you about policies and practices related to drinking water provision in your school. 
When we use the word “policy” in this questionnaire, we mean any law, rule, regulation, administrative order, 
or similar kind of mandate issued by the local school board, district, or other agency with authority over your 
school. 
 
13. We will ask you whether you have policies related to drinking water and if you also have 

practices related to drinking water. (Write the number code corresponding to the answer in each 
box) 

 
1 = Yes 2 = No 3 = Don’t Know 

 
 1) Is there a higher level 

policy (e.g., federal, 
state, district, school 
board levels) requiring 
that you… 

2) Regardless of a policy, 
at your school do you … 

Drinking Water Quality 
a) Flush all drinking water outlets (e.g., fountains, cafeteria sinks) 
after a period of nonuse (e.g., overnight, weekends, holidays) 

  

b) Test all drinking water outlets for contaminants (e.g., lead, 
arsenic, etc.).  

 
                                                            If yes, what is the frequency? 

  

  

c) Train staff about water testing programs and procedures   

d) Make drinking water testing results available to parents and 
school staff 

  

Fountain Accessibility/ Maintenance 



 1) Is there a higher level 
policy (e.g., federal, 
state, district, school 
board levels) requiring 
that you… 

2) Regardless of a policy, 
at your school do you … 

e) Have a specified number of drinking fountains (e.g., specific 
fountain to student ratio, fountain to building ratio) 

  

f) Maintain drinking fountains (e.g., clean fountains, ensure 
fountains are functioning) 

  

Availability of Free Water and Water for Purchase 
g) Make bottled water available for purchase to students in places 
where students are active (e.g., gym, athletic fields, blacktop, 
outdoor areas) 

  

h) Make bottled water available for purchase to students at 
mealtimes in places where students eat 

  

i) Make bottled water available for purchase to students in 
hallways or other common areas 

  

j) Make free water available to students in places where 
students are active (e.g., gym, athletic fields, blacktop, outdoor 
areas) 

  

k) Make free water available to students at mealtimes in 
places where students eat 

  

l) Make free water available to students in hallways or other 
common areas 

  

m) Allow students to bring water to places where they learn 
(e.g., classroom) 

  

n) Other:   

 

13a.  If respondent answered “no” to all policy questions: do you know why there are no water-related 
policies in place for your school? 

 
 
 


