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Questions Used To Assess the Food Security of Households in the CPS Food

Security Supplement

1.We worried whether our food would rn out before we got maney to buy more.” Was that ofien, sometimes, or
neverte for you n the last 12 months?

2 “The food that we boughtjost didat st and we did't have money 1o get more.” Was tht often, sometimes, or
never e for you n the lst 12 months?

3. “We couldn't affordto cat balanced meals.” Was that oficn sometimes, o never truc foryou i the lst 12 months?

4 the last 12 months, did you or ther aduls i the houschold ever cut the size of your meals o skip meals
because there wasn't cnough money for food? (Ye<No)

5.(0fyesto question 4) How often did this happen—almst every month,some months but ot very month, o in
only 1 0r 2 months?

6.1 e st 12 months, did you ever atkss than you el you should because thre wasn't cnough money fo food?
(YesiNo)

7.1 the st 12 moths, were you ever hungey bu dd’tcat, because there was' cnough money for food? (YesNo)

81 the st 12 months, did you lose weight because there wasn't cnough moncy fo food? (Yes/No)

9.1 the last 12 months did you or other adults in your household ever not atfora whole day because there wasa't
‘cnough money fo food? (YesNo)

10.(1f yes to question 9) How oftendid this happen—almost very month, some months butnot every month, or in
only 1 or 2 months?

(Questons 1118 were asked only ifthe household included children age 017)

11.“We reled on only  few kinds o low-cost food to feed our hildren because we were running out of moncy t buy.
food™ Was that often, sometimes, or never tue or you n the last 12 mots?

12.“We could’tfeed our children a balanced meal, because we coulda't aford that” Was that ofen, sometimes,or
nevertrc for you n the last 12 months?

13.“The children were not catng enovgh because we justcould't afford enough food " Was that often, sometimes, or
nevertrc for you n the last 12 months?

14.In the last 12 months, did you ever cut the siz of any of the children's meals because there wasn't nough money
for food? (Yes/No)

15.In the last 12 months, were the cildren ever ungey but youjust coulda't afford more food? (YesNo)

16.In thelast 12 month,did any ofthe children evr sip a meal ecaus thre was' nough money fo food? (Yes/No)

17,01 ys to question 16) How often did this appen—almost every month, some months but ot very month, o in
only 1 or 2 months?

15. i the last 12 monthsdid any o the children cver ot catfora whole day because there wasn't cnough moncy for
food? (Yes/No)

Coding of Responses
‘Questons 13 and 1113 are coded as afemative i, possbly indicating food insccurity)if he response is “often”
o “sometimes Questons 5, 10, and 17 are coded a5 affrmative ifth response i “almost every month” or “some
‘months bt ot every month. The remaining questions re coded ss affrmative f th response is “yes

Assesing Food Security Statusin Houscholds without Children

Houschlds without chidren are classiied 15 food insecureif thy report 3 o more ndication of food insccurity in
response 10 the frst 10 uestions; they ar classiicd a5 having very low food securiy if they report 6 o more food-
insecure conditions out of the firs 10 quesions.

Assesing Food Security Statusin Houscholds with Children Age 0-17

Houscholds with chidren ar classified 25 food insecure i thy report 3 of more ndicationsof food insccurty in
response o the entir et of 1§ quetions; they are clasificd as having very low food securiy if they report § o more.
foodtinsecure condiionsinresponse to the ctire et of 18 questions.

“The food security status of chikdren inthe household i asesscd by responses o the chid-rferenced questions (ques-
ons 11-18) Houscholds rporting two or mre of these conditons are classified as having food insecuriry among.
children. Households reporting five of more ar classiid s having very lo food security aong childen.





