Appendix A  
Interview Schedule: Partners of People with Parkinson’s
Experiences of Engagement between Partners and Parkinson’s Health Professionals 
Thank you for agreeing to participate in my research project. I have several questions I’d like to ask you. I am very interested in your experience of engaging with health professionals as a partner of a person with Parkinson’s. Anything you choose to share with me will be invaluable and greatly appreciated. If you feel uncomfortable or upset about any question, of course you have the right to decline to answer.

1. Engaging with health professionals
Could you please describe for me your past experiences of engaging with the Parkinson’s health professionals, such as your neurologist or other doctors, nurses, psychologists, physiotherapists, or occupational therapists, and so forth.

2. Receiving attention, care and support

(a) While engaging with health professionals, how do you feel about the attention, care and support you have received?





                                        Potential probes / prompts: How did you feel about that? Can you tell me more?   

(b) In what ways have you received the attention, care and support that you need?

(c) Could you explain to me the importance of these factors to you?     

3. Caregiving, support and first-hand knowledge acknowledged and valued
 (a) While engaging with health professionals, what do you feel about the caregiving and first-hand knowledge that you provide, being recognised and valued?

 (b) Can you give me an example of when you felt acknowledged or valued? Or didn’t feel these things?                                          

(c) Could you explain to me the importance of these factors to you?

(d) Could you describe to me what gets in the way of your sharing the first-hand knowledge you have of your partner’s condition with your health professional?           
4. Interpersonal communication

(a) While engaging with health professionals, how have you experienced their interpersonal communication skills?

(b) Could you explain to me the importance of this communication to you?     
5. Actively engaged in the medical management and treatment decisions 

 (a) While engaging with health professionals, how do you feel about being actively engaged in the medical management and treatment decisions for your partner?                                                                        

(c) Could you explain to me the importance of this to you?     

6. Receiving Information 


(a) While engaging with health professionals, what do you feel about the information you receive from them about:


(i) your partner’s condition and progress, 


(ii) the services you (as an individual) are entitled to?


7. Impacts of engagement

 (a) How do you feel about the effect of any of these factors on the PwP for whom you care?      
 (b) How could things be better for you? or What would really help you (as an individual)
                                   

I’m also interested in any other insights you might have. Is there anything else at all you would like to share or comment on?

Before we finish, do you have any questions of me?





Thank you very much for your participation and time. I really appreciate your being willing to share your experiences with me. I would like to ask for your permission to contact you again if I need clarification or confirmation of my understandings of what you have shared with me. Please feel free to contact me if you have any queries or concerns about the interview or the research project. I’d like to reassure you of the confidentiality of your participation, your responses and any future interviews. 
