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THE WHITE HOUSE 

Off ice of ]'the Press Secretary. 
' '· 

Internal Transcript. January.12, 1996 
! 

INTERVIE~ O~ THE FIRST LADY 
BY 

DOREEN CARVAJAL~ THE NEW YORK TIMES' 
' ·, , ! I 

Q '(Inaudible) ; 
l 

MRS. CLINTON: : •. Ii have worked on children's . issues for 
I . , I . I • • . 

more than 25 years. And; certainly since I'v~ been here in the · 
White House I've tried to be a voice for children -- on health ' , . I . . . 

care,. foster care~·. ·educatiqn, the issues that I ~ve be'en involved 
in forra long time. ~ut it's become increasingly clear·to me · 
that mt;Ich of whatwe are. lE!arnihg about how children develop is 
not being used to.the .extent it could, both in individual homes, 

' I ' ' " • ' • I ' • and Wh*fn children's poiici~s are made,. whethe~ it's at a school 
or a w<f:>rkplace (inaudible) 'government.' · 

. .. I And Simon and,1 Sc,huster had done the wonderful book 
abou:t. ~y mother-in-law, f3-n9 they C?lme to me, I think, around. the 
first of the year, as I recall,· and asked .if I would have any 
iritere~t in doing a book. And I thought about it, a·nd I . thought, 
you know, that might be ju~t what I need to do -- to try to put 
into w9rds why ·I care about these iss.ues and why I don't tpinl<: . · 
that they are .just' soft women's issues to worry about children, 

I , . ' 
but thc;it they are the. real :core of what everybody sh'ould be 
concerned about. 

r 

I . So ·r kind of. t~ok·a deep 'breath and ·said,· yes, r· do; I 
want .to write a book about 1children. And that's where it 

I 

started. 

I
I . ' ' .· ' J I 

, · Q I ·read the Post story: today about the ·book. · Did 
you read that Post story' -~ 

l 

mean, 
·.wrote 

., 
MRS. CLINTON: 

I 
! 

qm-huh, Um-huh. l 
1 Q ~- so I wonde~ if we could just addres~ that. I 
what are the questions' that you, ~e raising; 'who actually 
the book? ·· · 

i 
I 

MRS. CLINTON: · I actually wrote the book .. 

' " j 'Q 
longer1 ".'"-

And"! thi:nk :·I've seen references tq -- you wrote a 
I·., 
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MRS'~ CLINTON: Yes. I, woul'd like to tell you that I ' 
' am· computer literate, . becau'se I thought I was. I had been able 

to wor~ on much s;impler word process~ng computers in ,the past. 
But. I've never· been really good at it. So when I undertook this 
endeavor, I ended up doihg;it in longhand, and then having.it 
typed, and then editing it,: .. and going back and forth· with it. . " 

. But I had a ·.lot of help. ; ' I1 had both. the. help of .. the people Simon 
'a.nd Schuster hired, plus: fi,iends and. others who we.re wiling to . 
. take their time to come ~nd cri'ticfz'e 'the drafts. 

' t ' 

Q · (inaudible) :-- at some ·of the other publishing 
houses is there was a ghost: writer who was eventually let· go . 

. can yo~ .address.that issue?~ Was there a ghost writer?· 
'• 1, 

1 ; ~ 

MRS. CLINTON:: We.11,, we put ·out a press· release 
about that 

Q· ·Yes, I -.. 
' I 

" MRS ... CLINTON:: -:..;. which we 'should get for you, 
·because I'm· not familiar'. wi::th all of the details, ·and the .· 
pre~~ ~elease was done iri ¢onjunctiori :with Simon' and 
Schuster. But they hired ~omeone. 

Q This was Ba~bara --
, 

, • . , J. • • ' • •· I • • . 

' ' ' .. ' MRS. CLINTON: t B,arbara Fi~eman ,(ph.) '.""- ~ho did: 
help me in the beginning! to get or.ganized, :to do research.· 
She· conducted interviews: wi!thme:that were transcribed· · 
that she was able to·organize. for me.· She drafted some 
connecting paragraphs ·to' connect what was in the 
transcripts • .' And what I' concluded .was that I needed a lot 
of help to know how to write a book, but that I. had. to 
write my own book, because ;I want to stand by' every word. 
I wanted the proce·ss, tob, :of having to think through · 
these things. You know,i I'ive worked on these issues for 
so long, but to put into words what, I .feel about them,· 
what I. think· is important, 'nobody couid do ·that for me. 
'.!'hey could critique what: 'I :had written, but they ~ould ·not 
speak for me~ ' ' 

. .. . , . ... . ~· . 

. so I had the hel'p of Barbara. I had another 
researcher who was hired,. 1I had .a t:ypist. I had a 
terrific editor, Becky.Sal.itan (ph.)'. · And I had .some 
friends "Who were willing' td help out·. But I wrote the 
book, .and I take all. repporisibility' for it. · 

.l • ' 4 

Q s·o she wa'sn I: t let go or ·anything I ike that . 
I . . J· 
I 

·MRS. 'CLINTON: dh, no. ·Her contract is with· 
Simon and Schuster~ And. I :acknowledge in the press 

.. ' 
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release my appreciation for the help.and hard work she 
gave me ·and am very grat~fu'l to everybody who helped. 

You know, then the. issue was raised, well, what 
about the a:cknowledge.ments,i b~cause I. didn't mention 
anybody by name -- , . 

Q -- saw that.1 

MRS. CLINTON:, And there.were two problems. I 
,was trying to keep a runnin'g list while I was writing this 
book·about everybody I needed·to .. than~. And it.just grew 

, to be enormous,· because· I f,elt ·a debt of ,gratitude~ I was·· 
working upstairs on ·.the .thfrd floor· of the White House; 
and I'd worked from very: early in the morning to very late 
at night on most days when iI.was here. 

" 
. Q At what time would.you be working? Early 

in the'morni!lg I .; 

' ,' ,/ i . 
. MR~. CLINTON:' ... · Well, many d~ys I. would .~tart at· 

si:x: or'. seven, and I .would -!.- you know,.:. I would have my 
breakf~~t brought up .there ·:and eat it , off a tray~ · I'd· be' · 
up very late at night -- sometimes I'd -- you know, if my 
husband and daughter weren''t home, because during a lot of 
the early writing of it,• Chelsea was· at camp.· And so I 
had :..-.r had·a lot of help ;from people who.wouldn't. 
ordinarily be acknowledged ;in a· book •. ·Everybody kind of 
·chipped 'in and helped out. 1 When we went on vp.cation to 
Wyoming, Barbara came with ·;me, because· we· reaily tr'ying 
hard to get it .done if.w(a qould by its origina,l deadline . 

. . I 

Q And that was October . ' 

MRS. CLINTON:· Well, the original. deadline was 
Labor Day. " 

Q Oh, ?kaY·;· I 
, . I , . 

MRS. CLINTON:i But r·had never written a book 
before. I didn't . know what my own pere;onal stand,ards · . 
would l:;>e for the writing1 of: thE! book. But I know that I 

·missed a lot of good times ,with my· family because I was 
inside the house while theY, were out hiking and having 
fun. And I eve.n took my legal pad for the chapter I was 
writing with me when· we w.ent to camp out that night. So 
it was'.a constant presencerin my life~ 

' '. ! , I 

4 I : , . 

And I concluded ;that it was just going to take 
11ne more time and told Simon and Schuster that. And they 
were very understanding... l\nd they kept putting back the 
deadline, trying to -- and :still get it into the stores by 
Christmas.· But, you know, ,I really .wanted it to be what I 
wanted it to be. And so for me it wasn't a question of 
when it came out so much' as that it said' what I wanted it 
to say. 
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The other thing ~bout :the acknowledg~ment, I 
was going to tell you·--: so. I went ·on· and on about.' · 
everybody I wanted to ackno:wiedge,.: and· I just -- I had 
this horror of ·leaving anybody out. And I knew that the 
people who had helped m.e 1 would know they helped me~ And I 
also learned something about publishing, which my editor . 

. explained to me, that, y9u know, books come in certain 
prescribed lengths. And ·I ~as push ~- if you look at the 

.book --

Q You were over· or under? 
. 1,· 

MRS. CLINTON:: Ilwas over. 

Q By how·mu¢h.over? 
' j l. . • ' ,. . I 

MRS. CLINTON:: I 1 was· up atthe edge.· Well, if. 
. . ~ t ' 

you look at the book, · ¥OU ··c~n s~e · that 1 t' s unusua 1 that: 
you've got the dedication and the•aphorism to.start' the. 
book on the -- you know, '. r isl:lt across :fro~ ther~ .· And . 
then the acknowledgements ar~· right here, ·Which is also 
kind of odd; Because what ·I. was told 'is tha·t .if I· tried 

:to list ·ev:erybody·and do: it; the way.that I would feel' . 
. comfoi:'tabl.e with, you could; nqt get it on one page. 'And 
what would. happen,, as .I was'. explaining. you probably 
know more· about; .I found: it:' interesting •. 

Q 
' ! • . No f 001;:.notes, either, ·:too. · 

MRS~ ... CLINTON: . No. -- well, and I and an 
index. I just didn't have time to do·an index. Is that 
you don;t publish books the: way that I would do a term 
paper. This sounds naive to,peoplewho know about all. 
this. You don't just ad<;} another page. You go from . 
something like· 320 to 33~. : So then ·yo'u 'd have all these 
blank pages and it would· be· ·more expensive to produce and 
it would be fatter and b~gger . 

.. . 
' . 

Q Did you lik~ writin~? I mean, do you feel 
like you wou],.d want to write another book or was it more· 

i 
. I 

. MRS. CLINTON·: ·ii thought it .was .the hardest 
work I've ever.undertaken a;ione .. Bu·t I really am glad I 
did it, and· I would 'look, forward to writing another book,· .. 
because I learned so muchapout what' I.. already· cared 
about.· .:You know, I ·1augh].rigly.said ·to.a friend the.ot.her 
day that' it's.one of the most importaJ1tthings I've ever 
done iri my ·life. 

1 
, . ·, · • "· · 

, .. 
Q Why do you consider.· ,it.>:one of the most 

important 'things? · · 1 

' 
MRS. CLI,t-1TON: ; Because it w'as . a labor .of love .. 

I qare deeply about these i~sqes. And I have tried the 
be~t ·I knew how to talk about them and work on them for 

4 
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all these years. And now ih one place I have a lot of the 
information and questions tpat I think are important 'to me 
about children. 

I . 
. •• , \ J . . . , 

My big proble}\\ was cutting it down.·. There was 
so much that I wished I could say, so much that.had.to 'be 
edited out because I kept w~nting to add yet· one more 
example. And I'm -- ~nd.I'm hoping that.the book will 
help people think ,about the1 children in their own.lives, 
as well as all. of our c:hildren, in some different ~ays. 

' . ' ! ' " • 

So it was a..;.~ I; mean,· at the time it was 
really hard work. And therk were moments that I despaired 
about being able ever to.get it done. I suffered writer's 
remorse 'every time I signed1 off on .,_a chapter when the 
. editor WOUld Say I. We Wil+ . never. get this .done UnleSS YOU . 
let go of this today; no . more chan.ges. · I'd iet it go ·and 
then I'd immediately get.a pain in the pit of my. stomach. 
And the people I've talked to who are experienced in this 
told me that that's pretty ~uch par fo~the.course. 

' ' ' ., . 
. • I r.·· " .. 

So I Just ·went through all of that hard work 
and anguish that goes with kind of taking things you' care 

· about and putting them down
1 
on the page. 

I 

Q In your b<?ok! there are :lots o.f anecdotes 
about your own family life~!. It was re~lly·ihteresting for 
me to read. And one of the, things 1 you' mentioned were . 
things that your parents.taught you about negotiating· 
sharp edges .. So I guess.th'.is is a good time to ask you 
about this. 

You noted that your father would often say to 
you, Hillary, how are you dig yourself out of this oh~? 
So given some of the headlihes recently about the 
Whitewater documents, Saf ire's column about· .the 
"6ongenit~l liar," the Presldent's.defense of· you, is this 
book in a way becoming your' shov.el thr'.ough the 1996 
campaign? · 

. ·'. 
MRS. CLINTON: Oh, 'it might be on'e of' the small. 

shovels •. But I think the big shovels have to do with . 
. continuing to q.nswer questions, provide information, .. be as 
cooperative as I can, point' out as often as I can th'at 
what I have said for more than four years is continually 
validated by outside evidence~ And that eventually we 
will get through this. . 

; I' ' ' 

' So if my .father were around, he ·would' probably 
say, well, you know, just keep going; don't get 
discouraged; do what you'thirik is right: and it will all 

• work out in the end. An~ I~happen to believe that. 

Q A new poll by the New York Times.and CBS 
shows that your favorabiiity ratings have dropped 12 
percent -- or 12 points ...:.-in the last couple weeks. And. 

5 
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when they try to figure out why people.are having more 
unfavorable views, it's tied to Whitewater (inaudible) . 
Given that, why is it that in the last year, you just. 
haven!t be7n more ope:r:i. a:~ou:t Whitewater., just t<? dispel 
the whole issue? 

MRS. CLINTON: Well, I regret that people that 
form their opinions based oh charges and allegations. But 

·we have tried to be as open: and responsive as possible.to 
the proper authorities, whi9h is what we thought out 
primary obligation. was, so that.we have·turn~ct over, you 
know, I think it's now 50, ooo pages of documents. 'we've 
answered every question from the FDIC, the RTC, the 
Special Counsel, the Sen~te 1 Committee, .the House .·. 
committee. Everyone who·has a legal role in this inqu1ry, 
we have been as eager asrthey are to get this thing over 
with. And we.' 11 continue to do so .. 

; . ·1. . . . 

Q You know, I asked my mother about how she 
viewed you, just to get a sense of what, you kno.w / just 

.regular people are thinking'. reading the newspapers. . 
(inaudible} to her was this: w~ole i.nstance of the . 
documents being found, you know·, months and months. after 
searching somewhere in tqe White House. And that ·sort of 
symbolism resonated with :her ).ike why did it take so long 
to find (inaudible}; why:di~ these suddeniy show ~p? And 
the White · 

MRS. CLINTON: · W~ll, I can understand that. . 
·And I wish I knew.the answer to those·questions. The only 
explanation that's been given to me is that people who 

• ' I have been.searching for qocuments over the last.three 
years have done· the best :they can under very pressing· 
conditions because they're doing: it for so many different 
groups that are asking.fqr them. · · 

And I.vould· s~~ ~o your mother~ as I would say 
to anyone, we have coope:r:ated fully.· We have turned over 
every qocument th~t. come~· to our attention. Bu.t there are. 
literally millions of pages.in this· White House. People· 
ha:ve had. to gp t.nrough them · oyer and over again. 

• , . • . ,' I '\ , 9 , • 

' 
Q .But you c~n understand how then people can 

. get a percepti()n . that SOn\ething IS people a.re holding. 
back? 

•i 

MRS. CLINTON: i Well, you see, that's .the 
problem is. that as soon : a.s that was discovered, it was 
turned over. Nobody is holding back'· anything.· Do I• wish 
it had been discovered ~arli~r? Of course, because you'll 
remember that a few months ago your mother would have been 
reading that I had probably :destroyed a document or. we had 

. ., I 
concealed a document, whiph I was. very . concerned about., 
because it's absolutely not true .. so.for this document 
to come forward now, I don't know·where it's been. It 
does not sur'pr.ise me that! with all the ibexes and.files. of 
documents that something might be discovered later than 

. I 
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the time it. had been ask~d for. , But to me the impor.tant 
thing it, it was immediately turned over, and it supports 
what I have been saying for four years. So it would be in 
my . interest. to have go.tt~n ~hat document out . two years 
ago.. , 

I : , 

I mean, every!tiine eve~ything gets out, we are 
better of. I mean,· we· said: four years ago Whitewater was 
a. failed real.-estate transaction that we got into~. Four 
yea:r:s later.' an ~nd7pend~nt; .law firm, on behalf of· the 
RTC;· spends ·$4. million -":" has acces~ .to every dqcument, 
things we've never seen, 'and concludes you. know what? 

. The Cl intons were. tel 1 fng the truth.: 

: So the next lfne;ot inquiry is, wellj yes, they 
were in business with a man: who late?:'. bought an S&L, so. 
they probably got;., money, funneled. to them.· We said · 
absolutely .not true .. we;weren 1 t· inves:tors or.borrowers. 
we didn't have. a savings ,ac~ount there~ .. Now, four years 
later, ·what we ·said then· is found to be true. 

"I 
:· I' . . . . · . 

. Now, our probllemlis that people who tune 'in ahd 
out of this, they can't possibly keep up with this. When 
the RTC report comes outjthat verifiee; what we' have .been 
saying, nobody holds a pres~ conference and waves it ~n 
froht of the tele~ision ~o that pe6ple ·can see it~ ~hey· 
don't even release it publicly; 

' 

so, .yo~ see,'the;problem 'we h~ve .is 'that 
everything we've said has eventually. been verified. And 
all. of it eventually will. ,,-But trying to get it all· 
pieced together so that the' American public can make sense 
out of ·it is a big job .. 1. · · 

·1. ' 

Q But would .it;help if you testified publicly 
before· congress and then ;just did away with the .issue that 
way? ' · 

" 
MRS. CLINTON: ' Well, t have :'said I will 

cooperate in any way that I~m asked to. 

Q 
congress? 

I , • i ~ 

And that includes testifying·before 
! 
' 

MRS. ·CLINTON: I :w.ill do whatever is required 
of me. Nobody wants this· over with more than I do.'· 

I . 

Q But would te~tifyi~~ get rid of it quickly? 
I mean, what's. the best way 'to deal with it? .. 

I . . . 

MRS .. CLINTON: · I :wish I khew ,· because if the · 
ground didn''t keep shifti'.ng :and ·the questions d·idn't keep 
changing, I might ... be ab:J-e. tci answer· you. But I_'m now · 
being attacked by some for a'nswering questions I was asked 
instead of questioris I.should have anticipated. ~ don't 
know·how to.be more forthpo~ing than we have in an 

7. 
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environment in which t.tiet~ are some who unfortunately are 
running investigations in search ·of· a scan.dal ~ . . . ' 

Q But if ~o~gr~ss. asks you to testify, you 
will test~fy .'--

1 'I · 
. I . 

MRS. CLINTON: : I; will cooperate. 

Q And that ~eahs --
' " 

MRS. CLINTON:' Ilwlll cooperate. 

Q And that means ,--
' I. 

MRS. CLINTON: : I: will cooperate. 
l : . ' ' . ' . ' 

Q Is that "th~ ~ame thing?· 

MRS·-.' CLINTON:·' I :want to say that' what I've 
said for four years ·-- I will _cooperat:,e. 

Q In yo~r b6ok, you ~lso.~ffer suggestions 
about raising children.· :Arid some of them were very basic 
and common sense, like .just~spending 'more time with your 
children. So as I was reading the book. and was wondering 
how you did it. I mean; ,you wer~writing a book; you were 
traveling· the world; you •were· ah adviser to your husband 
-- how' did you spend :more t~me with your daughter? ·And -· 
were there every.times tqat;she said -to you; Mom, I want· 
to spend more time with you?. ' . . 

"' · 1 

MRS. CLINTON:· '! Well, that Is' such ·a rare 
qbestion from a t~enager'--' . 

. . ' ' 

Q' (Laughter): _.:_ so:rry. 
" 

. MRS .. CLINTON: ; It· did .. not happen. But we Ive .. 
·-always -had a lot of time together. - one thing that did 
happen during·the course;of

1

writing the book is that I 
wasn't out and around -very much. I was not as.publicly· 
visible because I :was so 'intent upon .writlng the book·. 
-But. our private time.,. together I although I might' have 

• • • • • , • • '!, I I " ! ' . • ~l 

missed some times, like L could have used a few more hikes. 
in. ,Wyomi'ng, for example, 1we :w~re able to keep· that going~ . 

·I'm just gratefu+. whenever my ·daughter-: and her fri~nds . . . 
want to· spend any time wfth 'me. · 

I 

' . 1' ' 

So WE; always mak~· it if' that.what she· wants. 
Oftentimes I'd be up in this little third floor room where 
I· was writing; and ·She'd-ico.Il,le.·b.urs~-ing: in the door after."_· 
school to tell me about som~thing;" anq,she'd sit ahd we'd 
talk, and then we'd go oU:r separate ways and get together 
for.,dinner. ; And that's p'retty much -~-. · 

. . MR.~· CLI~'J:'.ON': :.I .;t~ink you .~entioned that in 
your book, too -- dinnert'l:me is the time when you actually 
get . together·. 

\' '.·. 
·j' 

' a .. 
. - .. [." ;, 
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MRS. CLINTON:: We try· to. Now, that doesn't 
happen every day, .. but one of.the reasons that I moved in a 

"little table into what was basically a butler's pantry· was 
so that we could.have time ~ogether as a family and not.be 
just eating dinner at the ·fprmal table and feeling' like we 
were on eggshells with each' other. So. that's where we do 
spend time together. ' i · 

And, you know, we're very lucky that we enjoy 
that time. And so•-:.. I ~hipk~ though,' the seeds of it 
were planted years ago. .·It's not something we just 
started doing. And that; T' supposed is one of my hopes is 
that families will follow the example of so mahy of the 
families that I followed.who built in time with their. 

·children as part.of 'thei~ rputines going back to the time 
they were. 

Q But I would think you would have the.most 
difficult time ·of all with all the things .that you're · 
doing. I mean, you''ve h<id fo many ro:).es. 

· M~~.s. CLINTON: But you know. what? Any time yo'u 
set priorities, you have'to'give up some things. And when 
I'giveri up, and I've said this before,· I've given up time 
with friends; ·I've given up: social time. 'You know, I · 
do.n't get out much in Wa~hi~gton to go' to dinn.er parties. 
And there are a lot of iritefesting people h~~e I would 
like to know better. But if it's a choice between . 
spending time. with·mydaughter·and my husband and not, 
then at least until she goes to college, I'm going to 
choose to spend that time with her. 

, I ·I · 

Q You also mentioned in y~·~r book· that you 
don't like to use the;term juggle anymore because you can 

.drop something. And Yf?U -use the word "quilt" for a· 
metaphor of how to put .. things together. You know, what 
sort of lessons would off~r:to people about how to put' 
that quilt together of your: li.fe so that .you are able to 
manage all these various ro~es. 

' . '· 

.MRS. CLINTON: : That's an idea that I got from 
Mary Katherine Bates* in;thi.s book, "Composing A Life." 
And I once in her presence ~- she's a friend of mine ~­
used a phrase "juggling I II, ~nd he just looked at me and 
said, "You know, that's a; very unfortunate choice of words 
that women use because whc;it 'our rea:l challenge is how to 
integrate all. of our ditferent roles and 
responsibilities." 

I 

And for me, I think .once you have· a child, that 
is your most ·important. obligation. " And -that everything 
you do has to be seen through the prism of that child's 

. needs. And I've tried· to: remember that. Now," have .I 
always practiced what.I pre~ched? No. And I've had to· 
pull myself up short. "· · 

' '9 . I 'I· 
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But my ~usband and I have tried, for example, 
to. avoid being go_r:ie at. the ;same time so that :one '!f us . wa,f; 
there. When she was little: and I would go Qn'business 
trips, I would leave a video for her, I would· leave a · · 
story, I woul.d leave a p\lz,z'.l.e for. her ·:to solve where I'd . 
. hide. little presents for· her ·so that· she ~ould always know_ 
I was.there for her. 

' . ·~ .. 
And when I'm home, I try. to be home. I really 

.try to avoid having my .t~me; as ·a mot;.her int~rrupted by. 
social and public events. ·And I also try as hard as I can 
to schedule my time in a<;ivance. · 

., 
Q Give me an e~ample of what you mean. 

'MRS .. CLINTON,: I Well, I try:. to si:t 'aown with' her 
calendar from school and'anything eise that·is important 
-""'.':we have a talk about .. that so .that when.I'm sitting 
with the people "who schedul~ ,this l..S in the White 
House, .not earlier -- I will be able to be there for the 
Parent"".'Teacher Night,. I v{.ill be. able to be ther.e for the· 
ballet rehearsal; I ·will :l)e

1 
there for those thing's tha_:t· 

are important to her. In fact, for the book ·tour, I 'd 
·originally been scheduled to.go somewhere in·early 
February, and I learned that it was going to be the first 
meeting of the Junior C'l~ss:about college admissions~ And 

·.I immediately called and 1said, .. "You knpw., I have to .be 
·there·. n Thai;: . is really impc;>rtant to . her, and I want to be 
part of that with her .. 

" ' ·so, you know, that's not always worked. I 
mean, one time,. when she !was.really little; I was trying a 
lawsuit in north Arkansas; ·and· it was supposed to be for 
just a day. And .I got up t:here and it went on and on, and 
I eventually had to borrow clothes from people· bec.ause I 
was going to be there.three'nights instead of·one~ .And I 

·missed a ballet recital.,' 1 And that just ki:!-led m~ .. because 
I thought I had my life scheduled so that I wouldn't.' But 
she knew 'that I had made ·every other effort to be there 
for .everything. Even .thing~ that were little and· 
·insi_gnificant• by anybody<s objective measure~ So although 
?h~ wasn '.t h9ppy, it worked 'out. 

. I· . ; ,· .. 

But children h
1

ave to 1know ,, as I say. in my book, 
·.that somebody is" crazy about t:,hem, ·that there is somebody 
·in the .World; an.d I hopefJlly I at, least I tWO SOmebodieS ,· Wh0 
will put them first ... An tha..t's what I've tried to do and 
what my husband has certainly trie~ 'to :do. ·. . , : , 

Q You talk about hopef~lly two somepodies. 
That's another issue that. you r'aised ii). :your book about 
the. importance of staying married. And you point out that 
your mother-in-l'aw had gone •through divorce and she was in 
an abusive r~la.tionship. 1 But do you r·e~lly expect 'people 

··to stay in a marriage even j,f they're miserable for the 
.sake of a child? 
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, MRS. CLINTON: I expect there are instances in 
which marriages are irrevocably ·broken because of abuse; 
because of .other behaviors that are unacceptable. But 
most marriages go out with a ~himper, not a bang. A.nd 
th~re are many ways thatlpepple can work to strengthen 
their marriages if they believe it is important. But if 
the adults only look to their own interests -- whether 
they're not feeling happy, or they think .there's greener 
grass somewhere else -- they may n'ot · work very hard. 

: . : ! . . ' • . ' .. 
·. But if we look honestly at the evidence that 

has accumulated about th~ effects of div:orce on children, 
that should cause all of us: to pause ~nd work harder at 
overcoming the inevitable disappointments th~t occur in 
any marriage. I mean, it is not easy to be married. I 
don't think it ever has been. But I would like to see us 
erring on the side of enci:ou:i:.-aging·people to take that . 
extra step to· work ·out their problems than' to throw their·. 
hands·up and say they'll'.~e1happier despite what it meant· 
due to their children. · · 

Q . To the point: of haying -- or making it more 
difficult to get a divo:i;.-ce institution~lly? 

MRS. CLINTON: Well, I· think we have to look at 
that. 

Q And what would be an example. 
i ·: 

MRS. CLINTON: i I , ref er in the book to 'what I 
call "breaking mechanisms."· I don't think divorce should 
be prohibited for people.with children or turned .into a 
sham where people have t<;l accuse each other of things in 
order to get a divorce. ;That's what I'm advocating. 

, : I , , . 

But I do thin~ when people consider divorce 
when children are involved, ·it should take longer, there 
·should be some required education and counseling. And 
people should have to face starkly the:· potential 
consequences to their child:i;.-en of their decision to 

.divorce. 

I'f they go for.ward with the divorce, then I · 
. would like to see,, again,: educatiop' a:nt;i counseling so that 
· adults do everything they can to stifle· their own feelings 
of either relief at getting·out of a relationship that was 
not satisfying to the;m; qr anger at being left'so that 
they can cooperate for·t~e best interests of .their 
children. · · 

And t.here. are tedhniques .th~t·. people ~an learn, 
they can be taught. There are mediation·techniques that 
people could utilize instead of ruhning back and forth to 
court, instead of using the children as 'pawns because of 
visitation or support whibh.I just think is dreadful in .. 

; ' . 
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what it does to a child's sense of worth. 
I 

I . : 
Q I want to!shift the focus a little'bit. 

over the years, the one theme in your life has been -- at 
least from a differer:ice, wa;tching from the outside. -- that 
you are·const~ntly ~hiftin~ roles. I mean; ~~ (in~udible) 
_,.;. occupations~ What sort Of ·sacrifices have you· had to 
make because you've been 1 constantly changing these roles? 
I mean, for instance, shifting from.being a lawyer to 
becoming like a political advisor to'your·husband here. 
What are the sacrifices that y6u 1 ve had.to ni~ke? 

MRS .. cLINTON:'j"Ybu ~now, I think that all of· us 
play a lot of different role~ in the course of a day, let 
alone a lifetime. So there, are trade-·offs all the time. 
Roads not taken, adventur~s; on.roads.taken that you .cbuld 
never have predicted •. Al!d that's how I feel about my . 
life. · ·' 

I have really 1enjoyed everything I've done . 
because it. has. fulfilled: some interest of my own." ·And· the 
continuing theme of concern: about children, women's issues 
has kind of pervaded my various roles, no matter where 
I've been or what I've done'. ' · · . 

But I'm sure ·that had ·I never married Bill 
Clinton,· had he never go~ten into politics, had I·ne~er 
left Children's Defense "Fund to go to teach law, or left 
that to practice law different choices would have been 
presented. .And I ca'nnot ;~ven i~agine wh,ere. that would 
have led. Because the way t think about my . life is· to . .' 
make the best possible d~qision I can make at the time and 
then l.ive that out. And ;so~ for me, I'm just grateful 
I've had so many opportunities.' '· ·· 

' ,. ' 

I 

.Q Wasn't th~re a time, though, when you were 
·living in Arkansas where'you even nad to give up certain 
things, like when'you we~e working at the law firm in 
Arkansas and you had to give up ·a share of· money related 
to state contracts with the: law firm. I mean, were there 
other sacrifices like th~t?! · 

MRS. CLINTON: ' But I thought that was the right 
thing to do. So I didn't -~ I mean~ it was a financial 
sacrifice; ·certainly.· But· t didn't f;ee it as a personal 
sacrifice, I guess~· But ;I just think that's P.art of . 
living. I don't know anybody who cjets.100 percent 'of what 

.. they think they want and 1sometimes when they get even 90, · 
they wonder why· they wanted· ·it. ·; · 

So I look back and.I.think, you.know, I'm sure 
there are things that I•. didr;i' t do that I could have done 
had the sequence of, decisions in my life .been differently . 
But this. is the life I am .living. And part of the way I 

·was. raised, as I talk about; in the book, was to be 
.grateful .for what I had and!to make.the most out.of every 

day and to try to deal wfth:whatever problem would be 
' ' ' 

I . 
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thrown in 'my w.ay .' 
today. 

'. .. ' 
f· . 

And so that's how I see what I do.­
'! 

Q . In your' book: you also talked about how· you, 
in t·imes of trial., you 'woulP, think about what you were 
grateful for or count yo~r blessings. Is this time.tight 
now with all the headl'in~s a .timip'o( triC?-1 for you? And 
if so,, what gives ·you comfort? · 

·' ' ' MRS. CLINTON: Wipll', of course it's a time of 
challenge beca.use it's not. pleasant to see yours~lf · 
caricaturized and called!riames on a· daily basis by people. 
But I guess .I Ive gotten a li. ttle bit a

1

ccu~:tomed ,to that ' 
because it apparently goes with the political territory 
these ,years. · · ' · · 

• ,• 1' ', • 

Q Saf ire I call~d' you a· '.liar. What· was your 
reaction to it? .. -I mean, . we''ve all heard wha't the 
President thought about 't;hat. What-was your reaction to 
it and what was· you,.r · r~~<j;tion to the·· President's comments 
about it? · 1 

MRS.~ CLINTqN: ;vell, he sa,id it with a smile. 
I thought.it was very well done. I guess I don't take Mr • 

. Safire seriously. Yo~kriow~ I'was on the s:taff of the 
·.committee that impeached: Richard Nixon .•. Mr;· Saf ire ,worked 

for Mr •. Nixon •. And the best I .can tel:l.; he. still is 
working for Mr. Nixon~ i ·db believe· that the.person who 
was most offended was my:mother because calling someone 
congenital anythingsuggeststhat·my mother and my late 
father were somehow at fault~. 

• ' 1 

Q Well, w~at did your mother say? 

MRS. CLINTON: :· It is not printable. So that 
. I 

kind of -- I don't expect any different. What I do hope 
is that enough .of what is t~ue will eventually get sifted 
out by the American- people who :.a,re fundamentally fair I and,' 
they will· see all this' for what it 'is,. and we will be able to work on issues like children's health or education-or 
the environment that will make ,a.<;1.iffererice, nQt tomorrow, 

. but. next year arid the year ··after next. 
. . . I 

Q What do' you think the image of ·you is with 
the American public as opposed to ~hat you p~rsonally fee~ 

· your· image . .is? In particular when you see these comments 
-- (inaudible) ~- Safire'sa~in4 ~t. I!~e also .noticed-~ 
several people have mentioned this -- that women tend to 
hold you in a different. \!'iew than men do,. that people 
react to you dlfferently)based·on gender. 

. 1 l ' . 

MRS. CLINTON:' Well, I think if I were out 
there +ooking 'at all thi$, I would be confused. I 
wouldn't .know what to believe. _And I think that's part of 
the purpose of it. You know, if you blow· enough smoke, 
people are gc:>ing to thin~ th,ere's some fire there. Ahd .I· 

'13 
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think . that's. part of what's. goipg on .. 
,· I . i ; • '· 

... Also, · I mean, ! I ''a be the first to admit .that I · 
· was . n·ot very knowledgeable :about. the ways of Washington or 
the expectations regarding ·'this role ... ! And I'm sure that 
if I were transported back in time I would make a 
different assessment'of some of this and try to avoid some 
of the self-inflicted problems that have occurred. · So I 
take responsibility for some of the.confusion that is out 
there. , .. 

l '.· 

!. 

But :i· also·belie've that no matter how much we 
clear up the ·confusion,.whether· it's the RTC report or the 
billing records whi'ch support what I've been saying, there 
is an agenda for such 'confusion; ·especially in a 
presidential election year.' So my hope is·that the smoke 
will clear and enough people will see thi~ and see us for 
what we are and·what we ~re: trying to·do. 

. . ' .i . . . ' . 
Q .· ~o what would you S;ay, ·how would·you define 

yourself, your image, who is Hillary Clinton as opposed to 
the public perception, right: now? 

. : 

MRS. CLINTON: ·Well, you know, I would probably 
say.that I'm not that different from a lot of women who 
are my contemporaries as<weJ..l as those older and younger, 
that we all ·play different Fales, we have dl.ffe_rent . 
obligations during our·day,· that if someone·were·to take a 
snapshot of my life. at· 8: 00' in "the inorn.{ng and at noon. and"· 

. at 4.: 00 p .m •. and at 8: 00, p. m. over the course of a- month, 
they would have. many different .pi~ture.s. 

And I know th~t 'it is. difficult for the press, 
.who ·has . a hard job conveying the· complexity. of anybody's 
life. And I think it~s madei a·littlem'ore difficult when 
it comes .. to women· .becaus~· there· still. 'is such. a tendency. 
to stereotype women. And I .write about that in.the book 
about the either/a~.· · 

Q Do you think.you have been stereotyped? 
. ! 

MRS. CL~NTON: Oh, ·+:,think that a],l of us who 
are Amer.ican women at the end of the · 2 Oth. cent.ury who are . 
trying to make th,e decisions that·are best for our"own 
lives,_ who don:t fall· iriifo ~eat categorie$, who are t:i;ying 
to· compose a life, have ~ot,yet. been adequately described 
to ourselves; ~~t alone.to each other. And many of the 
stereotypes· about what is or.isn"t appropriate women's 
behavior, you know, is this constant overlay about who we 
a.re. ' 

I kn:qw that when: r,. do. t:h~ngs that I pers·onally 
enjoy'doing, like getti':rig ready for and hOsting .a state . 
dinner, some people· who have only ~een me testifying 
before Congress say, wait a minute, she can:'t do both. 
That doesn't fit the ste:r'.'eotype. She's got to be either a 
hostess who likes to.dre~s ~p and get her hair done 

j' 14 
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.differently or she's got. to: be a woman 'who's out there 
advocating on behalf of heaQth care. 

j 1, 
. ! ' • • .. ,, 

But I say~ those.are both who I am. Just as 
most of my friends who get their. childr.en up to get 
breakfast and go to school, and then:leave the house·to go 
to work, and then may go, to: a committee meeting on behalf 
of a public .issue they care. about, and then may host a 
dinner £or their friends,ar~ also living as integrated a 
life as they possibly can. · · 

' ' 
Q But how d9es: that perception of your·s~lf 

being just like. most oth¢r 'women· -- ( il).audible) -- how you 
think the public perceives .you right now? How·are you 
perceived ri,ght now? And hpw do you -- do you ·want to 
change .the perception? 

MRS. CL,INTON: Well, I don't know because I 
think a lot of who I am and: what I care about has been 
distorted. And it is difficult for people to get a fa.ir 
picture. I read~things wri~ten ~bout ~yself .and don't · 
recognize who I am, and Say:, you know,·: I wouldn't .like· her 
either I based On What WaS just Said• ' ' 

' I ' ; . 

So I understand that when people get their 
information about. a publi.c figure and when it's been· as 
confusing, ranging from t]J.eimost extreme negative 
criticism to the most adulatory positive acclaim that it 
has t6 leave people a lit-tle bewildered about who is :this 

· person ·and how do I understand her .. 
r . 
l ! ' 

Q That's why I.'m asking how you t~ll someone 
who· you are. How do you: get that .across? 

MRS. CLINTON: Ii say I am a woman in this era 
of American history. I am ~ wife and mother and daughter. 
I am a friend. I am a Christian.· I am an advocate on 

· behalf .of causes I •care deeply abOut. : I am a.· l.awyer by 
· training. ·I have been a I teacher. . I a'.m someone who likes 
to have fun with her friends and·-·-

' 
Q Is it true .you say· artichokey 

MRS. CL;rNTON :. 9key-dokey artichokey. Yes. 
That's one of 

· Q You . rea1.1"Y.. do? 
i 

MRS. CLINTON: That's one of the .secrets we've 
tried to keep from you. 

Q All right~ .It's out. Headlines tomorrow . 

MRS. CLINTON: 
who wishes I were better. 

You know; I'm a mediocre athlete 
I 

' 

'15 



• 

··- .:, 

• 

• 

to sing 
· books. 

·. Q · Apparent~ly aJ .. bad singer from --
·? .. I . , 

' MRS. CLINTON: ' I, am a terrible singer' who want 
anyway~ I am a devotee of old movies arid good 
You know, all tqese! things· .. · 

Q Your favorite movie? 
- ! ~ 

MRS. c'LINTON:·i; wis11', it's such a cliche, but 
"Casablanca." 

Q <Oh, tha't's m\ne, too. 

MRS. CLINTON:. I'. must.:have seen that, you know~ 
dozens of ·times. · And th~ ·.o;ther·. night :was so funny,. we 
were ' -- gosh'· I don It remember I ··Tuesday or Wednesday . of 
this· week _..: and the Presid'ent was just worn out. He / d 
been working really hard"on: the budget. And we had 
dinner, and h'e said, let's just play some games, do 
something different to get our minds vacated. so we 
played these games and then! we.had.a ~ig disagreement 
because· Chels;ea and I wa~tep. to watch.· '!Casabl.anca 11 again 
because she's hever seen· it: all the way·thr6ugh, and he 
wanted to watch basketball.. So we compromised with the 
basketball on, but the souna off. ' ' 

Q Wait, where was "Casablanca" in this? 
1· . . 

. . ME~,s~ CLINTON: : : 11 casablanca" didn't get into· 
this. That's' my' point. •we; acceded to·the wishes of our 
'president. · 

so, you know, I'*1 all these.·things. And I 
guess that's part 6f what I find bewildering about this 

. I • • . 
because some:people have a .very controlled ~mage. They 

. let ypu see what they wa~t;jand.it works for them. :t 
congratulate them. I'll\ all' over the .n\.ap because I have· a 
life that is fill~d with:different, experiences and 
challenges all.the' time_:_ many of them just private and 
personal, and some of them,'.'because of politics or public 
policy issues· --

even 
day. 

- _ I ;' i · _ _ · · . ~ ,, 
Q Well, it must be hard f'or you because you 

get questioned about the way you ·,look from day ,to 
I mean, the· way your hair changes ·or whatever. 

MRS~ CLINTON: You know, as challenging as this 
week was, 'the biggest surprise of the whole week, and one 
for which I am amazingly :gratefu'l, ·was, being named to Mr. 
Blackwell's Best Dressed;List. (Laughter.)· 

Q That gave:yoh·comfort? That was one of the 
blessing~ that you -- : 

MRS. CLINTO~: . N¢. I;t. was just -- you know, in. 
the 'mid.st of all· this otherl:stuff~ it. just came like' a 
bolt' out of the blu·e. ·I ~ju~t could not get over it~ I 
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had such fun with that. . ,, 
I. 

Q One last. 9ue'stion since I 
trying to --you want me to wrap up. How 
into this getting across to. the American 
are, you know, a less stereotyped view? 
does that fit into that?' 

" . 

know you're 
does the book fit 
public who you 
You know, how 

MRS. CLINTON:· Well, you know, along with all 
I 

the challenges and obstacles that come to any woman in 
this position, there's also this great opportunity to talk 
about matters that are of interest to me. An the book 
will give me the opportunity to tr.avel around the country, 
talking with groups of people who share my conviction that 
the real conversation that ~e ought to be having in this 
country ·is what is best for. our children and how do we get 
beyond partisan politics: and ideology to do what we all. 

• • .. ' J. I' ' can do, starting in our families, to make America a better 
environment for raising Chi;ldren. · . · .. 

, I 

. . !. . • ' . 
· Q But at the same time, doesn't that also 

help you with the· campaign going into '96? I mean, surely· 
' ... 1 

· it would help. : i , .. 
I 

MRS. CLINTON:· 1 W~ll, for those people who agree 
with me. it might. But tpere will be many, as there .are on 
anything; that will disagre'e with' what I've said in the . . . I . . book. · ·· 

·I 

Q What effect did this have on the '96 
campaign that you' re out: on: the road promoting a book·· 
about children, you know~ an issue that obviously a lot of 
people will -- who's going to oppose it? 

• I . ' 

MRS. CLINTON: I:' ve aJ_ready been opposed by 
people who disagree with. th:ings that ·I've said. ·I've even 
already had criticism 

(changed tapes) 

I hope make their CJ;ecisions about the '96 campaign on the 
basis of what my husband: ha:s done and what he stands for. 
And this is my book, and. I.hope people.on many matb~rs, 
including the book~ can sep'.arate .out my .husband and· me and 
judge him and me as the individuals we .a:re. 

I 

Q 
I 

Thank you. I 
. P: 

MRS. CLINTO~: ! Tpank you ve·ry much .• 

END 
'i 
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