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. : THE WHITE HOUSE. 

Office of the Press Secretary .· 

Irtternal Transcript J;amiary 9, 1996 
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The Green Room' 

Q Mrs. Clinton, instead:of your new book 
being the. issue.,. you .have become the issue. How did you. 
get in this mess where your whole credibility .is being .· · 
questioned? · · · 

. . . . . ' ' 

. MRS.· CLINTON: " Oh, . I ask-, myself:· that ·every day, 
Barb~ra, because it's very sutprising and confusing to me. 
But we've had qtiestion~ raised for the last four years, 

.·and·eventually they're answered and they go away and more· 
questions come up. And we' 11 just ,'keep doing our best ·to 
answer them and, hopefully, it will end at~ some point . 

. Q . Are you distressed? · 

MRS; CLINTON: "Occasionally, I get a little 
distress~d, a little sad; a little angry, irritated. I 
think that's only natural. But: I know that. that' ·s part of . 
the territory and we'll just keep plowing through and. 
trying to 9et·to the end of this. 

Q Well, we~ll.get to some.of·the specifics 
.about that later. Let's start with.the book, which is how: 
we were origirially going to sta~t.· 

' ., . 

Your· book takes some very strong ,stands. This. 
is not what some people thought was goihg to be a nice, 
soft ·book to show that you had a softer image .. And you 
say some controversial things. What does th~ title mean, 
"It Takes A Village"? . · 

'. ' . 

MRS. CLINTON:. · For mor;.e than .. 25 years I've 
worked on behalf of children's issues; as well as being a 
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mother ·myself, and alway.s just loving··children. ·.And "It 
·Takes A Village" means what I have come to believe: that· 
. families ar~ the most important influences in a child's 

. life, tf!ey provide the primary upbringing '.'"'":.but. they don't 
·.do it alone. They need·help and support, ~hether it be 

from doctors or teachers or police officers or· all .the. 
other adults in. pur society who direttly'and.indirectly 
impact on children.' . " ' 

And. I would· 'love for Americans to have a · 
conversation about ·how all of us can do a better job in 
the raising of our children.· 

Q Whom do you want.,to read this.book? 
' " ' 

MRS. c'tINTON: I would like .as many Americans 
as possible, whet{ler or not th~y are parents .. · 

Q · This i~ nof·writt~n for ~xperts. 

MRS. CLINTON: No.. tn faci, it is wtitten in 
part because the experts have learned so much about what 
children need.in their early ye~rs that doesn't get 
communicated.· And I want more and more people to know 

. about the importance of .talking to babies!when they'ie so 
tiny that they can hardly see.you. Or taking the' time to 
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really spend with children at every stage.of their 
development. Or, you know, knowing what. it .. tak.es to find 
gQod child care when you're in the mark~t. for lt. 

. Those are things experts talk ~bout with 
themselves, but a lot· of us who ~re patents'. or concerned 
citizens may not kndw that. 

Q One of the controversial parts of y~ur book 
has to do with' health care. · Do you remember heal th care? · 

. MR~. CLINTON: . Yes, I do,. very well. 

Q . Yo~ .speak of Med.icare f.~r older people,· and 
you want it for children .. You want :universal health care . 

. for children. But people are going to say, !'Where are we 
going to get the. money?" Federally· ·funded? .·I mean, this 
~s just what we're trying to.get away fro~~" 

·MRS. CLINTON.: · Well, there ar~ many ways of 
doing it. It doesn't nece§sarily have to be federally 

· funded alone. It can be -through the place of employment. 
It can be through making insurance affordable for people . 
working at low incomes, ~ho w~nt to have that protection. 
There are many ways we can do it.· · 

·.But to me the goal should. be· that inst.ead of 
having more and mbre children from workintj families 
uninsured, we should be reversing that and insuring ~o~e 
and more· 'of our "children every.· y'ear .. 

Q Is it very,· very· expensive? 

MRS. CLINTON: No. 

. Q · I. me~~' is it really' going 'to be-one of 
these major ftems in the budget? 

MRS.·CLINTON: No, it's··not·very expensive. In 
fact, mb~t of the countries w~ compete with -- the rich; 
advanced economies arouh~ the world -- already do provide 
universal coverage foi everyone at a less~t cost than we 
have; And they're .always people who will.be able to get 
more than.what is provided fdr eve~yone .. But at least 
they provide the ~ecurity.that I think every·parent should~ 

. have when it comes to their children ... 

. Q You not'oniy want universal health care, 
you want federally.funded, or funded, e~rly. education 
Head Start.· .Yo~ want funding for ,proper.day care. 

MRS. CLI.NTON: . Mm:.. hmm •. 

Q 
You-know, all 
money; you're 

You seem to be. swimming against the tide. 
we hear about is less government, lesi 
sa~ing just the opposite. · 

. " 

,· ,• MRS. CLINTON: . Wel 1, that's because I think the 
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tide is not going in the right direction.· I think we are 
causing ourselves .a lot of problems becaus.e we are not 
doing what it takes to support famili~s -- and I mean hold · 
them accountable, hold them responsible .. r believe 
strongly in m~rriage .. I think that divorc~ should be 
harder. for people with child.ren. I want people to take 
respohsibility for .themselves and their kids. ·. 

But at.the same.time~ I'm out there. ·I know 
how hard it is for most.Americans rfght now .. You know, I 

·have visited Malin· (ph.) Co~nty Day Car~ Center in Iowa, 
for example. ·And·I·have sh,aken·thehands of parents who 
are unemployed --:- they're going back to get job tra,ining, 
they're desperately trying to .get off welfare, they've 
'been divorced and left with· no. child support. · ·'i'hey don't. 
have a· 

". 
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place to p~t th~ir child' that is safe and good ~nless it 
can be subsidi·zed, : 

So, for me, this is going ·in the:right . 
direction, because· in· the long run .. it. ·is cheaper than 
prisons, it is cheaper than violence, it is cheaper than 
tearing at the qua~ity of o~r life t6gether. · · 

Q. What do you think of· Newt. Gingrich?. 
' .· 

MRS. CLINTON: I think he's a very intelligent 
mari who has a mission that.he is on to accomplish. And I 
just· disagree with many tenets· of that ... But, more 
importantly,. the. President has. stood up aga'.inst many 
elements of the Gingrich 9genda·for America· that would 
really eli~inate the safety net for the poor and ~he 
vulnerable, and wciuld so radically alter Medicare that it 
would not be ther~ for marty ·Older people in the future. 

Q. You can do the ~hirigs yo~ tglk about, 
federal funding for education,. early· -education· and· · 
insurance and proper day c.are, and b'ala.nce ·a budget? 

. MRS .. CLJNTON: .. Absolutely.· You know, the . 
budget.· that the President just proposed --· a seven-year, 
balanced budtjet using the Congressional Budget Off ice 
figures -- invests in education; invests. in envitonmental 

·protection; .continues pur.investmerits iri programs like 
Head Start and.school lunch, which ~e think aie important; 
arid still balances the budget. · 

Q Let's talk about some of the social issues 
-~ one parent. More and more paren~s are becoming the one 
parent, sometimes by choice,· sometimes because they're· 
very young and get pregnant. And .you have. s.aid that ·this 

·is -~ childre~:who have one parent are two to :three times 
as likely to ha:veemoti.onal and behavioral problems as 

. children living in two-paren~ families; ~ore likely. to 
·dr:op out.of school, get pregnant, et cetera. And 
remarriage of .their parent~ doesn't seem to better the 
odds·. · 

what's your solution to the. one-parent dilemma? 

"MRS. CLINTON: Well, I think the .first thing we 
have to do is be honest about wh~tis happening to 
children~. Now; there are exceptions -- we both know.that, 
everyone does. But in general what you'v:e just·recited 

. from my book is the ca~e, that we need more p~rents to 
both.get· married and stay married in.order to support 
children. · · · 

. There will always be exception~. 1 writ~ about· 
my mother-dn-law, whci endured, I think, :violence and abuse 
that should have led to a divorce. But in many instances 
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today it is not that extreme a.case. And 'J: think we ought 
to do a little more both to help· pa.rents stay together; 
but if it,s inevitable that th~y ari goin~ to divorce, to 
provide educat.ion and COUnSeling SO ,that they don It let 
their problems affect th~ir childreri: · 

• . • '>. : • I • ' 

Q Sorri.ething. just popp.ed into my mind -­
"Murphy Brown." Remember Dan Quayle, wht::J1 .he said .that 
"Murphy Brownn glorified the· one parent family? Arid we . 
see a lot of. this on television ~nd·in films. How do ·you 
feel about it? 

MRS .. CLINTON:. Well, T have· a general· concern 
about television and·Jilms because I do think -- and I 
aiso writ~ about this.-- that we a~e paying tqo much 
attention to the exception,· to the dysfunctional.. And we 
need tb be more ··focussed on what is life like for the 
average American?. 

And· ther~ are single parents.. So r don't thirik 
we should be condemning· single parents.·:.1 don't think we 

·should 6~, y6u·know, holdipg them up and ~~ying that 
-·they're terrible people. That is absolutely wrong. 

Inst'ead what we· ought. to do· is to say, ·first of all, how 
can we help marriage~ stirvive?. ·But' if.we can't, how do we 

.·help single. parents survive? · 

Q How? 
. . 

.MRS. "CLINTON: Well, I think w~ can do a lot of 
thi,ngs. One is a minimum wage increase. And that· is· very 
important beca.use many, ·many of the people who support 
families.on·minimum wages are single parents -- mostly 
wo~en. We also can make it ~ore likely ·that ~ingl~ 
parents. V>!ill have ·~the kind of health insurance that their 
children deserve to. have, through their workplace or 
through a system they cpuldbuy.into. 

Dai care is a terrible problem fb~ a lot.of 
single parents: without family support ~earby. You·know, 

·one of the thirigs that t discovered in w~iting the book is· 
that, you know, many, many of our single parents work 

. nights, work we.ekends, and· child care is not usually 
available. And we don't think abqut the price th~t they. 

·pay for that. 

Q In some areas you're very.conservative 
divorc~ . 
-- and you feel that ther~ should be a w~itinq period .. 
before people get divorced . 

MRS. 'CLINTON: With children .. 

Q With childreri~ 

MORE 
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MRS. CL.INTON: · Mm-hmm . 

. Q And then in.your book· you weave in your own 
personal experiences. Arid you say, "My strong ·feelings 
about divorce and its effect on children ha"ve caused me to 

·bite my tongue more than a: few times 1 during my own ·" 
marriage. 11 

· 

· MRS. CLINTON: · Rlght. : 

Q When? Why? 

MRS. CLINTON: Oh, all the time~ 

Q Oh, I can't wait to he~r. 
. . . 

MRS. CLINTON: I think ariy couple 

Q You've considered divorce? 
. . 

MRS. CLINTO.N: No, never a divorce. Ifut 
.certainly I have thought hard· about how a situation can 
e~calate out of hand~ You·kno~, .the argument that nevei 
ends, or the'problem that you allow to fester instead of 

. dealing with it. And I have· found in my own marriage -­
and certainly in ·the marriages of my friends that have 
been long lasting, we celebrated our 20~h anniversary list 
,year . ...,....:· that if' s a -- not a ·50-50 proposition., it's 
100-100. · You have to really be committed to it, and you 
have .to be willing to make .. compromises. and to bite that· 
tongue from time to time.. · · · 

.But particularly when children are involved, I 
think· it's what mature people who care about·their· 
marriage and their children should try to do; 

. Q . To· make that mar.riage last,· almost·. no 
matter what? 

MRS .. CLINTON: At. least during:· the childhood of 
··those children~ yes. 

Q 
divorce no"? 

You Ive hea.rd the expression~· ""Murder yes, 

MRS. CLINTON: Well, yes, I have. (Laugh,ter.) 

Q Did that ever apply to ~ou? ... 
MRS. CtINTON: Noi but '.maybe short .of that. 

·I·' ve had · · · · , '· · ~ 

-- you know~ just' li_ke all of us, we've had our ups and· 
our downs, but. it's 'been· such· a great ccirnmitment ·for us, 
and I think·h~v~ng Chelsea made it ~ven stronger. 

MORE 
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• Q I want ·to talk a. little bit. about Chelsea. 
She's going to be 16 next month. 

MRS. CLINTON: Yes, ~he is~ ' 

· Q . You've kept her. out of. the· press, and the 
press.has been really.pretty good ~bout it. 

MRS. CLINTON: Yes. 

· Q · ·But she' 11 be going off to college. Tell 
us ju~t a little bit about her. What is she interested. 
in? What do you· think she wants to do? 

MRS. CLINTON: Well, she i~ still veiy 
·. · interested in ballet. ·And she loves: school. She has 

great friends. Right now she·wants to learn to drive and 
get a driver's license, which is something I'm living.in 
fear and trembling of. But her.father which is. very 

.. .' 

~cary -- is teaching her how to drive, so they're having a 
good time. 

' ' 

Q Well, .there.goes that relationship . 

• 
.,MRS. CLINTON: You know, we were up at. Camp 

Davi<:l, .and for months she had. been saying;. well, you -know, 
come on,· I really want.to learn howto'drive. ·So he went· 
out with her and they were gone for about two;hours. They 

• 

·had the be.st time,.· And all of us were just laughing -- · 
you know, ·just within the compound. They were doing 
everything -- from parallel parking to backing up. When I 
came back, I said, weil, how did it go? aow did it go? 
She said, well I think Dad learned ·a. lot. (Laughter.) So 
they really h~ve a good time: . · 

. But ~he'll be lookirig at college, ·arid I'm ,just 
.riot .looking forward to. that myself. I will miss her. so 
much. · · 

- ' 1 •• 

Q . You sou~d like every mother. 

M~S, CLINTON: I know. It's just when I 
think about my mother tell me that when she dropped me 6ff 
at c9llege, she·crawled in the back seat of' the car and 
cried all the way home~ I'm afraid I'm not.going to be 
much better. · · · 

. Q. 'You write that you ~ope teenagers would 
abstain from sex until they' re 21,. and that your· for sex 
education in the schools· and· sex· education at home. · I 
think parents might like to know what you've told ~helsea 
about birth control and contraception . 

' ' 

MRS. CLINTON: Fro~ the time she was a very 
little girl, w~ have talked abo~t·your body: and the 

MORE 
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respect it deserves; not to put things in: it. -- whether 
it's 'drugs or tobacco or alcohol that could hurt your 
growing up; to be respectful of your body~ .: And that 
staited from the very earliest yearsL · I had some very 
wise ad~ice from a pediatrician who said.~- she had heard 
SO many .parents 'complain that they didn It want . their . 
children.learning about tbis from ~omebody else, but they·. 
didn't take the time.to do· it themselves. And.it is a · 
little discomforti,ng. · I'm not saying tha.t these were easy 
conversations. But I did. them,· and so did Bill. And so 

. . . . 

· Q. ·Your .husband.;· the· Pres.id~n·t, talked to her· 
about 

MRS .• CLINTON: . lµ)solutely. 
'· 

"a: -- about .sex? 

. MRS. CLINTON:", Yes. Just -- you. know, trying , 
very ha:r:d to make it not ~ome forbidden tab'oo subject, but 
something tha.t' s a part of life and growing up .. ··And then 
as she got older, to point out th~ consequences -- you 
know, sexually transmitted disease~, unintended pregnancy, 
the kind o.,f terrible dilemma that .nob9dy should have to 
face about abortion ... Those are the· things 'that .I think we 
need to talk with our kids about. And if parents don't 
feel comfortable doing it, then at church or ~t sthool 
there .need to be resp~nsible adult$ who will answer their 
questions honestly.· · !· 

Q. At what·age? 

MRS~ CLINTON: I think th~re is ~·way of 
talkin~ about it all the way up. 1 don't :think you should 
wait until they' re teenagers, becavs.e the'y. are bombarded .. 
with messages about, sex· from· the movies and television and 
their music. And .i.f we don't .give t}lem some other ways of 
thinking ·about it· and being responsible. about it, they 
will pick up information elsewhere. · · · 

· Q Let's not use Cheisea. as an ·example, but if 
·yo'u had a teenager daughter who became pregnant and wanted 
to. have· an 'abortion~· not h.ave the bapy, .woul.d ·you support 
it? .. 

MRS. CLINTON: .Oh, gosh; I just even can't 
imagine that decision. I would db.whatever I could to 
support her. And it woufd be a terrible <;iecision. ·I 
can't even really think about that. I ho~e ·that nobody I 
know ever has . to. And I think it. is so tragic when that 

·is the choice~ And we can avoid that being the c.hoice if. 
children are given good, respon~ible infotmation ~nd 
ability to say no at an earlier age~ 

MORE:' 
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Q Do you feel that a. parent ~hould be . 
notified if an underage daughter wants to have an 
abortion? 

MRS. CLINTON: I believe in parental 
notification. I think there are· exceptions. Sometimes 
the young girls --.12, 13, 14 -- are pregnant because 6f 
sexual abuse from people they know -- older men who are · 
either in their homes or in some way connected with their · 
·homes. A recent study haa. shown·that the~e young teenage 
mothers are not usually willing participants. ·They.may be 
overwhelmed .. They .-inay not .know what .they',re getting . 

· theirselves into .. So .there are situations in which the 
. family is 'so dysfunctionat.-.that .parental, notification is·· 
. not appropriate.·. But irL<g_eneral I do believe. I think 
·that families.should be part of helping their children 
throu.gh this .. · · 

Q· At the end' of yd~r boo~, you quote a noted 
psychologist as sayfrig, "Th~ present atate of children and 
families in the.U.S. represents the greatest .. domestic 
problem our nation has faced since the founding of the 
republic." That's. pretty .. strong words. ·. If your. husband 
is reelected, what will you personally do about this? ·How 
will. you follow up with the suggestions that are made in 
this book? · · 

'MRS. CLINTON: Well, oh~ thing I'll do .is try 
. to talk as much. as po.ssible about it, ·which is why I· 
appreciate this opportunity, because I dori't really ~ant 
people necessarily to agre~ ~ith me, but I. want the state 
of our children to be the national conversation. And then 
when it comes ·to specific .issues, wh~ther it is bealth 
care or edut~tion, there. ~re in'.every part. of our country 
·people who have figured out how. to .make oui;- system's work. 
There are schools in.the worst neighborhoods in America 
that are giving .. kids a. sense of. discipline and character 
and turning out good~ qualified academic students;· Why~ 
don't we learn from that? What.prevents us frdm seeing 
what ~orks right·under our own noses? 

. Q Well, will .you have a· commission? W.111 you 
try to. do specific things?. 

MRS. CLINTON: ~es, I .~o -- I want to have a 
conference.this spring bringing·together many of the 
people I talk about in the book :_ those who are actually 
on the front lines doing the work -- so that we can get 
even.more visibility for what they're doing_ so.that more 
people can _know that, you know, gee, ·there's a· program tn 
San Antonio, .Texas, that is really making a'big ·difference 
in how parents behave. ~et'~ find out about.that. Let's 
bring it home. It's J:.hat:' .,kind 'of gra:ss roots information 
that I'm most ·interested in . 

. '' 
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~Q. If you're First Lady for anoth~r-four . 
years, will _heal th· care a'gain be your: ,number one priority? 
A.nd will you do it .differently? · · . · , · · · . · · 

MRS. CLINTON:. Weli~ health care ~as part of my 
priority for children. I was asked. to do .it by ~y 
husband, and. I was glad to do. it, because I· had been on· ·. 
the board of~ children's hospital. ,I had been involved 
in a lot of situations looking at infant mortality and 
other problems, of chi'ldren.'s heal th .. , So I, fe1 t ·very · 
strongly about that. Now, certainly we would do it 
differently because the particular approach that the 
President .took was not acceptable-to people. So 

Q --:- that you took'. 

, MRS.· CLINTON: Yes .. It w~s my advocacy of the 
President's plan. And I re.ally did think it would. make a 
difference and would help people, but that.was not ·to be.: 
So I think we still need to m~ke some basic reforms. I ( 
·think in~urance should be portable. ~ Pebple sh6uld b~ abie 
to: take it with them. r· don't think we sh6rild be 
elimiriating people fr6m health cire ~ecause of preexistirig 
conditions. Those .are some oj the things that' I would · 
like to see wotk~d'on. · · 

Q And people think you have changed your 
image. 

MRS. CLINTON: (Laughter.) We_ll, it's what 
I've 'been doing for' 25 years. And .it Is what I care most 
about. 

Q · Well, let '.s talk about some of. the. things · 
that are so much in the news· this. week._:... the Travel · 
Off ice~ · Last. week, a 1993 mei:no by .a former White House . 
aide~ D~vid"Watkins, wa~·made pub1ic.in which he sa~s that 
you were .responsible· _for the firing of seven people in the 
White House Travel Office because you wanted to have an · 
Arkansas travel "agency take its ·place. And there would. 
have been nothing illegal about your· doing that .. But you 
have. said you had no idea how the decision was ~ad~ and 
that:you had nothing to do with itJ Is _he lying? 

I 

MRS. CLINTON: ~ell, 'r ~hink what is ·fair to 
say is that I did voice concern.about the. financial 
mismanagement that was discovered _when the President 
arrived here in the White House Travel Office.· I think 
fhat ~veryone who ~ne~ about i~ was quite concerned and 

·wanted it to be taken .care'. of. And, indeed, the ~financial·· 
mismanagement, ·which was proven by a· big six ?CCounting 
firm, led. to changes. · And I can assure people that now 
that Travel Of.fice is run by.appropriate accounting 
standards. · 

MORE 
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But I did .not m~ke the decisions. I did not 
direct anyone. to make the ·decisions. , But I have 
absolutely rto doubt that I did express concern, because I 
was concerned ab6ut any kind ~f financial mismanage~ent. 

. . ' . . 
Q So is it a question of how much concern? I 

mean; when You say you had n6thing to do with it, and he 
says you had everything to do with i't, he's either not 
telling th~ t~uth or it's a misinterp~etation --·where are 
we? · · 

. . MRS. CLINTON: Well, I.think-~ I don't know, 
because I'm not aware exactly of what led him to say that. 
But certain Mack McLarty, who was the Chie~ of Staff, took 
responsibility for the q.ecisions; has said ver.y clearly, I 
did not· tell him to do(anything; he ~ade the decisions .. 
. But he did it in consultation with many people whose · 
advice .he sought, whose concern· he listened to. So I 
think that's something.that I'll have to let someone else 
explain. ' 

Q . · You see, the. picture that's coming out is 
of this domineering First Lady. You know. that. And in 
his memo he refers to an earlier incident .·in which .he said 

.you'd been furious over hii failur~ to transfer certain 
Secret Service agencies. He say~ he feared any delay in 
firing the Travel Office members woµld not have been 
tolerated by you. He .. said there wo':lld be hell to pay. 

What was this Secret Ser~ice incident? 

MRS. CLiNTON: Well, I'm not sure what David 
Watkins is talking about. L can. tell you 'what I was 

. ·. concerned about --:- and,· again·, expressed it. · There had. 
been som·e .. stories that were in the press attribute.ct ·to 
Secrei Service agents -- · · · 

Q'. .That. you had throwh ·a· l~mp ·or a Bible at 
your husband -- · 

·MRS. CLINTON: . · -- or a bible o,r a Mercedes Benz 
or -- you know, there were many variations on.it. And 
when I read stories in.the tabloids· saying that I've had 
an alien baby from outer space, I think tha~.is k~nd of 
funny and laugh it off. But when stories like that get 
irito what I consider to be respectable journ~lism, it does 
bother me. And it particulC1,r1 y pothered ~e that .the 
Secret Service was being ~sed to try to substantiate 
untrue stories, and I couldn't understand that. So I wai 
concerned about· it and expressed t~at. concern. · 

Q .Did you a~k to hav~·certain Secret Service 
members put in another detail? .. 

MRS.· CLINTON~ No. I wanted ihe situation 
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cleared up, because ~~ both for the Sec~et Service's sake, 
which is, a1ter all; chatged wit~. a very .difficult task. 
And we have .a great relationship with them. But also for 
my sake .. I mean, you.know, I have a .ptetty go6d arm. If. 
I Id thrown a' lamp at somebody, I thiri'k you. would have ' 
known about it. ·And when those things are said, I just· 
don't want that to get a life -of its ~wn .. · · 

Q .' So you wanted the si tua ti on controlled or 

MRS. CLINTON~. I want --. 
. ,· '',. 

" ' 

.Q _ _;, USe your Words.,' . I 
,,, . 

_MRS~ CLINTON: Well,· I wanted, ·for· example, the 
-Secret Service to able to say that didn~t happen~- you 

know, to try to get' it tlarified. 

Q D.id th~y? 

MRS. "CLINTON: -Oh, yes, those ~torie& stopped~ 
I think· .it· was part of the ·undersfaI1;dable change and 
people trying to make up stuff .just to ca~se a. little 
trouble·. · · 

Q . Did you ever . throw a·~ lamp• at your hu.sband? 
' ' ' 

MRS .. CLiNTON: · No, t didn 1 t. . " 

Q Did you ev~r thro~ a Bibl~ at your husband? 
,• : 

MRS. CLINTON: ' No I I dic::in'' t·:. 

Q · Do· you have a· :terrible temper? · 
( I '. ' • 

! . 
MRS. CLINtON: No,.bu~ )cdo tjet angry about· 

things.· I'm not going. to deny· that:. There are things 
.that I think are wron~ or things th~t I think should be· 
fixed. And I ?-ID not at all shy about expressing my 
opinion. I. try to be· a direct -pers.on. But I don't tell 
people what to do. I say, here's what I think, and I'm 

. concerned about this. B~t there are many decisions that 
people make in .. the.course of a day that I don't even know 
about, and I get some responsibility assigned for. 

Q Let's. go on to the Madison .Guaranty Savings 
and Loan,·. from which you did some legal work. There is a 

._dispute as.to how much work youdid-'for. the Madison 
Guaranty .. You.have-said it was minimal . 

MRS. CLINTON: . Mm-hmm. 

Q Investigators say you had a more involyed 
· rel a tions.h·ip:~ 
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Mrs .. Clinton, I. thin)<: most people don't 
understand it, they don't care how much ybu billed or how 
much money you.made .. But what the~·do think is, were you 
aware of any shady practices oi actual wrongdoing on the · 
part of this savings and loan· for which.ydu did legal 
work? · 

MRS. CLINTON: Absolutely.not . 
. ·. 

Q You .did not? 

MRS. CLINTON: Absolutely not. 

Q Even iri their real·estatedeals?. 

MRS. CLINTON.: No, absolutely not•.. And, in 
fact, this whole matter originated because: o·f this 

. Whitewater larid deal. ·And we said when that came up that 
this .was a failed real estate _transaction·~- about 20 
years ago now -- where we.lost money. And people Said, 
well, prove it. So we proved that. Then they said, well, 
okay, how about this. The person you were·, in business 
with also ·later bought a savings an.ct loan.· 

Q Mr ... McDougal? 

. MRs: CLINTON: ·Mr. McDougal. Did you get money 
from that savings and loan? Was the money channeled to 
you? We said, absolutely not. · · 

Q -Did it go.towards:the President's campaign? 

. . . MRS. CLINTON: Right. Absoll:itely not. And, in 
.fact,.an independent study that has been done·for the 
· Resolution . . · 

Q Trust 

. MRS. CLINTON:. ..-- T~ust . Corporation,, the RTC, 
by an independent law firm, has looked.at that Whitewatet 
and· Madison matter and said, indeed, what we said three 
and four yeprs ago_was the case. 

Q Bht they didri 1 t have.the~bill~ng records 
that they now have. . ' 

M~S. CLINTON: Well, but .that· is not really the 
issue. You know, a mont.h ago people were jumping up and 
down because the billing records wete lost, and they 
thought somebody might have destroyed them. Now the 

. records·are found, and they're jumping up'and down. But 
I Im glad the records were· found. I wish -they had been 
found a year or ·two· ago because they veiify what I've been 
saying from the ·very beginning. I worked about an hour a 
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·week for 15 months. That was not a lot .bf work, for me, 
certainly. 

Q. You never knew the Madison Guaranty was· 
doing anything illegal, corrupt, et cetera, 'as it was . 
later found to be? 

' MRS. CLINTON: ·NO/ absolut~ly. not. ' And, in. 
fact, yori know, there ~~s a trial -- Mr. ~cDougal was · 
tri~d back in '87, '88, '89~ so~ewheie in there, and. 
~cquiited of charg~s. ·So these are yet another branch of 
charges 'being brought against him· that we hav·e absolutely 

.nothing to do with. ··· 

Q One of .. the ·fraudulent' loans bf Madison 
Guaranty~ which has gotten sudtjenly a lot.of attention~ is 
sqmething called Castle Grande: In the sworn statement 
you said you had n? memory of working.on Castle Grande. 

'MRS. CLINTON': That's right: 

. Q But these billing records show you inade 14 
to i6. phone calls to one o·f ·the major participants, a man 
named Seth Ward, and also drew up documents connected with 
Castle.Grande. The ~ig thing abotit this, ~gain~. to most 
people· is, again, a. contradiction. · · 

, .. 
MRi:3. CLINTON: And there'· s not a contradiction. 

Castle Grande was a trailer park on a piece of property 
that was about a thousand acre$ big. -I never did work for 

. Castle Grande'. Never at all. And so when I was asked 
about it last· year, I didn't .recognize it;.: I .didn't 
.remember it. The billing records show I did not.do work 
for Castle Grande. I did, work for .someth-ing called IDC, 
which 0a~· not relat~d.to Castle Grand~. · 

·Q · Was.that Seth.~~ 

MRS. CLINTON: And Seth Ward was involved in 
. that on b·ehalf 

'. , -

Q Separat~ d~al? 

MRS .. · CLINTON: . · Separate deal completely. · So, 
. you know, we '·v·e asked Mr .. D' Amato, ·tell ·US what the 
inconsi~tencies are. I mean, ariy time we've been accused 
of something, eventu~lly we have proven that it was a dry. 
hole, that it was just another.in the ~trin~ of 
accusations. , And we wi.11· do the same with. these. 

. Q Mrs.· Clinton, . while· we are clearing up 
rumors, . you . know there. is· the~ reoccurring rumor about you 
and Vince Foster. What was your relationship w:i th .him?. 

. ' 

MRS. CLINTON: Oh, he was on~·of my dearest 
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friends, Barbara. He was a collea~u~. He.,was a.partner . 
. ~e'd.been a friend of my.husband since they were boys of 4 
or S year:s of age. And I ·mi·ss him. :r mis~ 1 him very much. 
And everyone who knew'him·, as B~ll and.I did, knew ttiat he 
was one of the finest men, one of the.best lawyers, one of 
the. greatest· friends you could. have. . And. I just wish he 

···could be left in peace, ·because .he was a· w~,,nderful man to 
ev~ryone who·kn~w him. · ·· · · 

Q ' You know, there is. in this whole business 
after his s~icide.of ~hether you tri~d to have.records 

. remov~d ot have them examined before they~were shown to 
·the Justice Department. And·you have said•that·you did 
nothing to impede .the investigation into his death, . had no 
concern over acce!;;S to the documents in his office;. 

. . . . . . 

But then there were the~~ blizz~rd of phone 
calls -- you were in Arkansas visi,1:~ing your mother -- from . 
the Chief ·of Staff, Maggie Williams, .. and the W}1tte· House 
Coun·sel, Bernard Nussbaum,· from. your close friend Susan 

. Thomases. Phone.calls, back. and fotth, back and forth 
more, perhaps,· t~an would be considered appa_rent in a· 
state of. grief: · · · 

And when· Mrs. Wiliiams ·and Mrs~· Thomases .. 
·testified before the. Senate Comrni tt.ee, they· keep· saying 
they can't remember. ,. s6, again~ it· all .seems very 
mysterious, and it looks as if you had· something to cover 

. ~ . 
up. 

·MRS. _CLINTON: You.know, I:want to be .very 
clear about this. 

Q Okay. : ·-' 

MRS.. CLINTON: There were no documents taken 
out 'of Vince Foster's office on the night' he died. And I 

·.did not direct anyon~ to interfere.ih any lnve~tigation. 
I know very w~ll what we were talkin~ about. We were 
grieving. We ·were supporting each. other .. ·I was . asking 
questions.about how other people. who.were close .friends 
and: colleagues of Vince. were doing,. how his family were 
doing. I wanted to be sure that the.President wa~ all · 
right because I was in.Arkansas, he was ih W~shington. 

Susah had known Vince for; by~then probably 15 
or 16 years .. Maggie h~d become a very close· fiiend and 
colleague of Vince during. the.time they were in the White 

·House together. They were both overwhelmed by grief. And 
some of those phone.con~ersat~ons cons~sted of us sobbing 
on the phone. · · 

I'm very sa~.that peopl~ wo~ld take a momerit 
that had never happened in.the White Haus~ before -- no 
one was prepared·for this. I hope .. to goodness it.never 
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·h.appens to anyone else.· ·Because, certainly, mistakes were···· 
made. ·People were running around trying to stay busy, 
trying to .do things~ trying to, you know, be helpful in 
some. way. And maybe, yoµ know, they acted in ways that 
later people said~. oh~ they shouldn't have done that .. 

B~t I .. dcin't know anyone who wa~ prepared for 
such a. tragedy. And everybody coped the best way they 
could.. And talking to people that you had .known -..: I've 
known Maggie Williams for 15~ 16, 17 years .. We'i~ not 
just colleagues, we're very.dear friends. Andso, for me, 

·1 don't know how other peo~le grieve, but I do it both · 
alone and I ~o it by talking to people who share my grief. 

. Q . And nothing was taken from Vince Foster's 
office that you asked to have looked over,. kept from the 
eyes of. the government? 

MRS. CLINTON: .I.didn't even know he 'had 
doc·uments of mine in .his office. So tha't' doesn't make any 
sense at all. 

Q . You know, on th~ one ·harid, the fact that 
the~e two records~- the· billing records and the.travel 
memo -- come up this week is certainly not someth.ing you 
could hav~ wanted.when you're ~rying to publicize· a book .. 

MRS. CLlNTON: That's: true~ 

· Q · · ·. Sena tor · D' Arna to· impl.ied that it happened 
pecause 'they were going to. find these records. anyway. · But 
some· people may wonder, this· is not.· grandma's attic. This 

.·is the· White House. ··These· were found· in ,your personal . 
records. And -- ' 

.MRS. CLINTON:· Well, one of the~ was~ Not .the. 
·other one ... But one of·. them was. . .... 

·Q · Mrs. ·Clinton,. the fac::t that both the 
billing of your records, your i'egal ·records and the · · 
Watkins memo,sh6~ld come to light t~is week whe~ you want 
to talk about a book is 6ertainly not something yo4 wbuld 

·have wanted. Right?, · 

MRS,. CLINTON: . That's right. Absolutely. 

Q AlthoU:gh Senator· D'Amato says, implies' that 
they wete;go~ng to be found anyway and that's why .you had 

. to release them. But the White House is not grandma's · · 
attic. And for· two years people have been looking for 
·these records. They were in yo~r·perso~al effects. I 
mean, one wonders why they were ju~t found now . 

. . 
MRS. CLINTON: Well, 'one oJ them was. 
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Q What does it·look .. lik~ up there with your 
records? 

MRS. CLINTON: It is a mess. I mean, that is 
something ·that --

. . 

Q That's hard to .understand. •. 

MRS~ CtINTON: ~ell, ~ ~now~nothing about the 
. W9-tkins memo. I, ·to this day/ dori't know where it.was .. 

found or~nder what. circumstances. But I think people dd 
·need to understand.·that there are. millions of. pieces of 
paper in the White. House. . And for more than two years. 
now, people have been diligently searching., ~I can only 
speak for' our stuff, which arrived in boxes and has been 
stacked up and has been go.ne through. .But, you know, it's 

.something that I can't explain because I wasn't part of · 
·finding it; didn't even know it was there. . · 

. . . 

But I am glad it was fo~nd. :I keep, trying to 
say -- you know, it's so.strange when p~ople are saying, .. · 

: ·oh, my· gosh~ first they didn.'t find it; now they found iL · 
But when you have. so many inquiries coming at you from so . 
many different direttions; when we have turned over, I 
think, 50,000 pieces of paper; ~hen everybody who's looked 
at this with any.objective eye says, you_ know~ there's no 
there there, and they keep answering the qu~stions·that 
are asked. We will keep cooper~ting:and do the very best 
we can. 

· Q · What ~o you think of Senator D 'Amato? 

MRS. CLINTON: I don't kno~_him. 
. . . 

Q Wh~ don,t yo~ just go up to Capitol Hill 
and tal.k to the Seriate Committee· yourself and get this all 
over with? 

MRS .. CLINTON:. Weli', we'.llt:ooperate. Jffid. 
we'll do whatever is· necessary. There is nobody who warits 
this over more than I do. I really want it" to be finished' 
With. I· ,. 

Q Do you want tp go before Senator~D'Amato's 
committee? 

M'RS'. CLINTON: I don't have a desire in it.·· I 
just want to do whatever it.:takes to cooperate, to bring 
this matter to. an end. _ 

Q And if it takes your going and testifying 
yourself, you'll go? 

MRS. CLINTON: I'll do whatever it takes to 
cooperate. 
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Q You know., the whole ··business·; the people in 
this country are eith~r.conf~sed o; they don't care ~bout . 
Whitewater. ·But there's a feeling .that you and your · 
husband are trying to cover something u~~· Yoti know that.· 

MRS. CLINTON: Well, I know. 

. Q . L mear), you look -- it loo·ks guilty. Even. 
the Republi~an~Nation~l Chairman s~id, they didn't do 
anything,, Qut they look so guilty. 

MRS. ~LINTON: Well,. I don't kriow that we 16ok 
guilt~. But we ~ure have look~d f6r kind· of· fu~ny .because 
we've not been able to ariswer tjuestions~ In part, these 
~hings happened 15, 2~ years ago.· They were not that 
impottant to us.at the. ~ime; .We didn't do anything wrong . 

. There was no reason for us to have remembered most .of· 
this. ·.So to.be.~sked, ·~±d you lose ~oney? ~e 5 

Gosh, I don't remember, 

. And we sc1amble. around. I 111ean, · it i·s· a v·ery · 
uniortunat~ set: of ·circumst~nc~s. But there isn't any way 
to anticipate the questions that.are going to be. asked 
next. But we do the best we~can; and we'll just keep on 
doing· it: · At .the end"of the day,,. the American peop1e wil 1 

·.know we have nothing to cover up. There is nothing that 
we have done that should be of. any .concerri to anyone. 
We've tried, maybe not as smartl9·ai we could have, to 
answer people's questions. But we'll .keep doing the best 
we know. how. 

Q . t have a tough q~es~ion 'to ask ~ou .. 

MRS. CLI~TON: Oh, dear; All yo~r questions 

Q Do you think t~at yduJre b~coming mote of a 
negative than a positive force for your husband? :Are you 
b~co~ing a political liability? 

" ' 
.. MRS. CLINTON: Oh, I hope not~ Because I· love 

my husband and I really believe in what he's doing and I. 
want ~o help him.. But. r·. have campaigned with him for -­
you know, gosh, ever since I've kriown him, so many years 
no.w.. And through 20 years of marriage, we'' ve been out 
there' and I've. been supporting him.: And I'm 'going to do 
the same thing in thi~ upcoming el~clion. · 

. ·- " .... ·.: 
Q" What advice, if any,· ha~ your husband been 

giving you this week? 
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MRS. CLINTON: Oh,, .not to get down; don't let 
it bother you;. we' 11 get through .t'his; it's the same old 
stuff, but, you know, people will see that there's nothing 
to this either. And he keeps saying, you know; these . 
questions that were asked three years now have been 

.answered in this RTC study by this big law·firm. And 
nobody knows about it because nobody, has focussed on the 
fact that whit we have -said has,~een proven accurate 
because there's always_·~ new front being qpened. There'~ 
alway$ more ~uestions being asked .. So he's just basically 
kind of, you know, bucked me up. 

Q . "Chin up, . honey"? ' '· · 
. . 

MRS. CLINTON: Absolutely. . ,. 

Q Does· he cal 1 you', "honey"? 

MRS .. CLINTON: 
cal ls me · 11ttiry." · 

He does. Yeah, he. does. He 

· ... · Q ~e .calls you.whit?. 

MRS. CLINTON: Hiry~ I don't know. That's 
H-i-r-y, the best I can ~pell it. 

Q Did you ever ask. him why? 

MRS. CLINTON~. Wel~ .--

Q That may· be the news that comes out of this · . 
whole interview. 

·when 

Hillary. 

MRS. CLINTON: I don't know. 1It just started 
a long time _.ago. 

Q Hiry, well 

MRS. CLINTON: Hiry, short for "Hillary." . 

Q• That's· short it's:ii~e baby talk for 

·MRS~ CLINTON: Yeah. 

Q I want to·qet back ~o the book, and·one 
section seems especially approp"riate after all of this. 
You write about peopl~·~igeon-holin~ people, especially 
women and men. Do you think t.he American people are ready 
yet to have-a First Lady ~ho has strbng,opinions and an 
agenda? ·· ' 

MRS. CLINTON: I think so .. ·. I think some are, ' ., 
and some aren't. ·And I believe that this has been a · 
learning experience for me, coming .here and not really 
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understanding all the expectations.thaf peopie :sort of put 
on this role. I think the American people want the people 
who live in this hOuse to c.are about them, to care about 
their. problems,· and not to ge·t caught" up i'n.:j,ust the i 

back-~nd-forth of, you know, Washingtpn insider politics. 

And so ·if we can get that message out, th.at· 
indeed that's what the:President is standing up for,. . 
that's what I've always tried to speak for,: I .tll.irik that's 
the kind. of· activity that most Americans would approve of. 

. . . . .. 

. Q · A close. friend of yours told me. that at. one 
point· when .the President was maybe thinking; of ri.mni.ng for· 
President and maybe not,· you considered running ·for · 
governor of Arkansas yourself. ·Did you? 

. MRS. CLINTON: No. But I di~ have ~eople come 
to me and ask me. to consider it. ·And I was f latter:ed, but ' 
it'' s not anything I've considered seriously~ · 

. ' .. 

Q if th~ President-is re~lected, at the end 
of his set6nd term, you will only be .. 54., CaQ.you imagine 

• MRS. CLINTON: My. gosh; 

• 

6 To you that sounds old~ to· some of us ·it 
doesn't. Can you imagine running for political office 
yourseif? 

MRS. CLINTON.: No .. 

Q · ·Why not? 

MRS .. CLINTON:·· Yo~.,:. know, I 'care deeply, about 
what happens in· our country,,. and I. think ther.e are lots· of 
ways to serve · · 

' ' . Q · Yeah, but I mean, what don't you.tta~e that 
your husb.and has? Why couldn't you be. --

MRS. CLINTON: Well,·it's just not anything 
.that has ·been 

·Q·. That you want? 

MRS. CLINTON: 7- 6n my wish list. I really 
'.enjoy supporting him, and I enjoy politics because I think 
·it's so important .. I want to see people care more· again 
about politics, not be.so cynical, because most of the 

·people that I. know -- ~hether or not I agre~ with :them -­
are honestly trying to do the right thing. ·.And many· · . 
Americans don't believe that. anymore. · 
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. . Q .What's the greatest difference in this, t.he 
White House, that yo_u and your husband just did not · 
e:<pect? 

MRS. CLINTON~ I think probably the difficulty 
in getting a cha,:nc~ to .communicate directly .with people . 

. It's very isolating here. . And your lt.'.Ords go through so 
many different layers ... And it· fs hard not tq feel that 
there's some barriers between you and even.your-friends of 
long standing· .. You can.' t ·get in. your car. ·You cari.' t go 
to th~. supermarket. You ~an't just show.up at. a friend~s 
house for a ·dinner. pa_rfy.. Everything becomes .so formaL 
Arid that has been very :difficult for us. . · 

Q I alway~ ask what's.the b~ggest 
misconception, or·any misconception you want to.clear up. 
Is there one? 

' . ' . ' .. 

MRS. CLINTON: Oh, I think this whole set bf 
charges antj counter-charges about who I am. and what· I do 
bear no resemblance to reality. And I have a lot of faith 
in the American people and in their basic fairmindedness .. 
So what keeps me going ~hen I'm getting, you know; accused 

.of X, Y, ·or ·z, is to know,. number one, it's not true, and, 
number two·, .. eventually ·people will ~now that as· well~ 

. . '' 

Q .. There is ·a'. !nursery rh0ne in .your booL You · 
know the one I'm talking abouti · 

MRS. CLINTON: I think T do f yes. 

Q . I could say ·it, but -you say it. ·. 

. MRS. CLINTON:· This is one of'my favorit~s fro~. 
when I u~e~ to read to Chelsea: "As I was standin~ in the 
street, as qtiiet as could be, a great big ugly man came up 

. and tied his ho~se to me." You know, I've· always loved 
· ·that, because. in every .person's· life ·the unexpected, the 

disappointing,.· the hardship, it:. always comes; None of us 
has a clear sail through life.· We all hav~ prop1ems, and. 
sometimes we. don't even kno.w where· they' re coming from or 
why they're happening. And. it's really a· challenge t.o 
just kind of .keep goingevery·single day. · 

Q Your first ye~r in th~ Whit~ Hciuse, you 
lost your father. 

MRS. CLINTON: Mffi..,.hmm. 

Q Vince Foster's suicide . 

MRS. CLINTON: Mm-hmm. 

Q Your mother-in~l~w's deafh soon after. 
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MRS. CLINTON: ·:·Right.· 

Q Now all of this. What do you say to 
How "do·. you keep going? 

. MRS. CLINTON: Well,. 1993· was a very hard year, 
personally, for Bill and me,. because of those deaths. And 
we do a lot of _pta~ing ~nd talkin~ tbgeth~r. We g~ve each 

· other a lot· of personal support. · I have foupd .·that that's 
·more important here .than anywhere we'' ve ever been before. 
I also· read a lot and look for· gu-idanC'e · froin ·people. . · . 
Sometimes I ~ead about the women ~ho:were:here befor~ me 
and all of the proble~s they encountered and· the issues . 
they had to· face~ · And sometimes it' might be, oh·, 1 i ke the 
story I tell in _the book about ,coming~acvoss this. . 
wo11derful .line in a telling of the prodigal son, called 
ttpracticing the Di~cipline of ~ratitudei~ y6u know, bein~ 
grateful· fot what we have. · ,, 

We are such.lucky·people, .no~ Onl~ Bill Clinton 
and me, but we Americans~' And despite all· of. our 
problems, we· have· so· many blessings. And, you· know,·. 
that's what gets ~sup and going neatly·every.single da~. 

Q. You're a ~ery spiritual persqn~·according 
to the book. 

MRS. CLINTON: I care deeply about my spiritual 
growth a·nd try very hard to keep doing what. I can to learn 

· more, to become. a· better person. ·: 

· Q ··Tell fiie· your greatest accomplishment since 
you've been here, and youi greatest ·dis~~pointment. 

MRS. CLINTON: .·.I think my ·greates't. · 
a.ccomplishment is finally being able t? feel that this is 
an expe~ience that I'm enjoying, t~at is co~fqrtable for . 
~e, to give my daughter the. kind of opp6rtunity to have as 
normal a life as possible, and to ·have ou~ family life be 
as rich and fulfilling as it:is: · That doesn't make 
headlines, but for me personally the time we get to spend 
together and the way we each have support~d one ~nether 
durin9 all these difficulties, that's the greatest 
accomplishment.. That·' s what mak~s me happy .. 

"' 
Q· Disappointment? 

'' 

MRS. CLINTON: Disappointment, I think that I 
didn't know more before I got here about bow I could have. 
done a better job from· ~he very beginnin~. 1 really do 
think. that there could have been some different ways of . 

· pursuing heal th care thaf might have -·,.... I'm not saying it 
would have 1 because it's such· a political is~ue, and Harry 
~rum~n, ·everybbdy who has tried to .provide health care has 
gotten in trouble with it p6litically but I think I 
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could have done some things differen~ly. Arid ·I just' ·could 
have known more~ I :could have been better prepared for 
what I was gettin~ into -- ·not.that I: would have been 
fully prepared. There is. nothing that prepares you for. 
this experience,. but I think I could riave avoided some .of 

. the. mistakes I. made.· . 

Q ·If you talked to more people or·--. 

. .. MRS .. CLINTON: : Yeah, I think that, you know, 
. the campaign was so. hard .. It took so.much out of us. We . 
. didn't take any :time off>. We immediately . .had to, you·· 

know,· pack up a house, and do everything. that you hav.e to 
do to get moved. ·And then shortly. after the inauguration, 
we started dealing:~ith the .family stresses. and 
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prciblems of my father's d~ath and. the ·lik~.: So theie were· 
lots of real. challenges · tha·t year. 

Q Thank you for giving us .a11· this time and 
allowing us to go through all the questions. that are on. 

···people's minds, Mrs. Clinton: ... · We appreciate .it. 
,, 

MRS. CLINTON: Thank you yer.y much .. 

END' 
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