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. INTERVIEW OF, THE. FIR$T LADY 
I•·, 

''" . BY KEN /W<?ODWARD FOR:NEWSWEEK. MAGAZINE 

·' I. 
. I 

Q-, I 

Welsh 19.th. century, 

\ ( 
understand you:r:: Met~qdist · roots go ·back t'o ·the ·: 
is that tru~? •. ,1 ·, ; 

.. ,, 

,Q ·" Moin Is side, Dad Is side? 

. , .Mils. ·;CLINTON: ·•My fathe~'s. s!ide. But it 'goe~· back to, 
the. early-19th cent~ry, and ~aybe :l;f I. ,ev~1( h~ve t;im~· to .19ok into·· 
it;· EJ1lightty: befo~e. .R.eall·y in the' very ·beg~rming of tl)e we;sleyan> 

' : . •' ' . ' l . . • '~ ' ' -· ' ' f 
· movement: ,, · · ... 

· ... ·,, 
·,. 

,. . · Q ~·· wa~ '.giving a spe~ch. in Scrant.,6n,· ,and I saw that 
. your hther 'was, bur.ied in sort of Methodi'st. soil, was he .not •.. Welsh· 
Methodist soil ,_;_· · · ' '. .

1
.> ·, • - , .• j. :· 

1 
•• ,.· •• • • 

'· ... ''• . 
. ~s., CLINTON: . :(E!S, indeed. That.' s right. 

Hugh; ~nd my' gra:ndmother's'maiden name was Jotles, and.it 
big tradltimL · . · · · . ' ·, ' . .i. 

His. name'.w~s 
wa,.s a very 

..... / . . . / . . . 

Q Wha,.t, do yo~ think Woodw~frd·:_is? 
. \ . 

. '\ 
·.MRS •. CLINTON: ·:I'm· not sure~ 

I, ,:1 
'· 

Q : . Wel£!h and· ~nglish. :r was told .that. ·what was . 
,,,'interesting about' you;-.;.. and.Mr·s .. Jones. -'.'- corif;irm·1it.or n'ot.:--:- after 

she got· conffrmed she went to church. · She .weht not just t'he. kids•· · 
service·,· but went to .t.he adult .serV'ice. ·I .thought thatC:was .~: · · 

· • , ' ' . . .' ' • · , f , • " . • '~ I ', • 1 , • '/ 

·. extraordinary .;.._ in .other. words, a salt .. church petson '.was what .. he ·was· 
. callirig ·you, 'and 'tha·t your· parents "didn;t. :go that ·~regularly. And he 

• ' . ·,· ·.• ' ' , - I , . '.' ' :l.' : 

doesn't re·call that your brothers went all that. regularly; 
·"·: . •' .. ' ·.. . ' . •, ,, ' 

I• • I ,\ 

MRS. CLINTON: Well, he may note remember .. my mother· 
taugl:it Sunday ·s~h'ool, arid .so. she often· would .. teach' Sunday s~hooL ·but-.. ' 

: ,MO,RE .. , -r 
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nbt ~~· to.~hurcli'. .. A~d fuy, fa'.th~r ~a~ .::~~re ,bf::a.,spec*al ·,o~cas·i~n:· " . 
· church· person, out not limited .'solely to Christmas .and ·Easter)· l:iut" 
'more often than· that.· . And ''my~· brother.a; ~ent 'to sundaf'.schboi ·all the 

' . ' . ' ' : . .. ·. ' ' ~ " • t ' , j ' • • • • .:. \ • ' • 

time, but weren't a:lways ,.,interested in going to .church. 
·''' 

... . Q Wl;tat about. Wellesley? .. tisuaily_,. when peopte ·go away 
.'to college; forg~t· it.<• '. '· ' '· 

' ·~ . . '. ' \:· 

. MRS .• · ·cLitiToN: ~.: we 1·1, , when·· ·I ~~nt to: c,ol'"l.ege we·· had· .. a ~· 
! • ... - • ',, ••. •' •. 

1
• ', !, 'l '' !· _, , • , , . l ·,, , , 

,very act·ive chapel .organization at Wellesley, ·and the chapel was a· 
regular: Sunday\ se'r~ice which;. 1' often attended, bti't ~ r aiso>went irito 

' ' '. \ ' • • '··· • '•' , • ' • ',,' ' '; ! 

town, went into Wellesley and would go to chur.ch. on occasion. I 
d6n~t know 'that Twent every "week. "I'.doubt~tbat(I did~ . But' .I at 
least kept activE! ,in ,going to' church duri~g the time',.:..-

. l'' 

• .::, ' I :· f :· :·· ... : ' > ·" »' ' ' 

i. 
·Was i"t a Methodist group on. c~pus,? 

~ , ' ' -: " : 

'MRS. CLINTON: It: \.ias more of a --
• t • ' • ·u 

Q ·Nondeno~~hat;onal? 
'-, . . ; ' ., 

'" 

~s. CLINTON:' '..t.f?S,' it wa~ "1ike ·~:1.. protestant chaplain,· a. 
' Cattioi ic 'chaplain,, a Jewish qhapl'arn. But· we" a·lso, 'when I 'was· ·at"' 

• ' . •. ' ' . . • ' ' ~ . . .. \ . •, . 1. . .. " ' . . . . ; . 

. Wellesley; took, a semes.ter .9f .Old Test.ament and ·a semester. of New,·· .. 
Tes1;:amen:t. ;,as a requ,i'rement. . ·so' there .was. a ·iot .of. religious '· . 
discuss-ion •. That ~as something tha·t was· d9ne a:Way with late;r'.~ but'· a( 

.. :: least w,~eri ·I w~~, there. ,.._ , a.nd I'm ·yery 9rateiu.1 ;'for it :-:-:.. '~e ·Oad ·~ .. ' 
' whole. 'year. of Bible . study. 'And '1e had a Bible.· departmen1;: .at· 
:weiiesley 'which was quite goo'd and very interesting~', 
I'' ' ' I . ' ' I ' ' •\ ,_: 

I .· .... , 
, , · I. had· .~ rea_lly · good .B.ible prof~~SC>r, .a young' mari 

• cl if ford Gree:ne ~ I It, was the first 't'ime I eve'r saw ''the word,. 
·•·eschatol~gicaL" )I re~ember. it very- ~~Iii~·: , , ' ''. " . 

, .. 
I , ,., ~. 

n'amed . 

',, Q• 
; I . I. 

Thought it:wa!=J 1a dirty·l.iord -- \, 

·It .so.unded 

';,' . I· 

. Q. What about things• like.Motive Magazine? 
' « , ' ',. ': . ' -

_,:;· 

oo' you . 
.:remember~th.at? 

MRS. 9LINTON: Our :chur~h' p~id · f~r. thos~ .of us who. went' 
off tb college to get'. Motive M~·ga:zine ~ ~nd · :i: ha~e every singl,e: ~opy 
I 'ever got. a'f 'Moti v~ Mag~zine ~ ' . ' 

'' .. 

"' 

I,. 

/ .. . . 

Q•1 o.~.· Stiles 'wa'uld b~ Happy. 

MRS. 9LINTON;· <The:re WC!-S an, fncredibl!~ article in the' 
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September. or .octob~r 1.965 °MQti~~ 'i-l'a~~zine· .by 6.ari Oglesb;, :called. 
Change o~ Containment,, about .the Vietnam wa:r." 'i:t 'was the:-tirst thing 

. '.r had'.ever re~d -that .challenged the .. Vietnam wa'r, .because'·in. :'65 it .. 
• / ' •' : ' ' ·, 'I ' ' \• : ' ' • ,. \ ,' 

was.only slowly.coming .into people's •C?onsciousneas •. And I.oftef1 · 

·,,.. I 

later ·thought'/ I ~oridered whether. the .. :adniinistratfon ·board ·of: my 
' ···church kriew what, was· in· Motiv.e ·· Magi:lzine ~ ·. becausle: th;y paid :for every . · 

one of us. to get· it.· (La~ght~r.) · •: · · · · 
, ... 
' 

Iiid you ever' 'belong to the United. Methodist Wome'n 
;,-

l ' 
,I , ' .. . 

· '\ ' . MRS. CLINTOl'f: ·No. I,·would at~end meetii;i,gs ·and :do 
. :events. for .them~- .but I; never wa's ~ri active member· of that .•. 

: ,· 'r' 

. Q ·. ·: 
1 

Ariy 'spe_c'ial influ~nce' you felt . from the ,Ur:it;:_e<i-
""· Methoaist .. :wome~ '.1.. ~'' ·, 
. . • .. ,. . .. ,. 

l' 
. , " MRS •. CLINTON: '.No, I ~hqugh:t -:- I did a' lot of,~ 
. esp~~iaU~~ .in:A'.rkan'sa~,'.· I. Ci.id ·a' lot. ~Lspeakin.9 and_,-- -r. gues~' ·mostly 

, spea~irig to1 Uniteq Methodist· wom~n groups,' ,aiid I ·would. ·spend .time 1 

wi1'h 'united M~thodist women. 'Ofte'ntimes at' our. church they would " .. 
h~~e:ci monthly potiuck l~nch' a·fter ~he ·servic:~,- or.some.kind: of:'ani •, 
•' t • ' . ' ' ,, . I. . . ' ,• I• 

~vent ,cit night., . And ·I !ii!Pe.nt time tall~ing with . them .on 'their various 
projects.· I also fol·loY1e,d wh~t they ciid,. . pa~tic\.rlarl,y through . th~ . 
national efforts;. at: the national leveL, ·because the United· Methodl.s:t 
:~omen spcmsored.. "a .lot qf pt~jects that :I was 'int~°fe·sted ~iri~ . . 

' .: 
,', ! 

.: .I. 

Q · .. Th~y' r~ a· :very pow,e,rful group." 
' '~ i 

') . . ' . 11-RS. ,CLINTON: 
'>J I 

. · .... ' '''1 

'. '· 1 . 
"• 

' ''. Q They raise tbeir.own mon~y,·,spend their own,iponeY,. 
r· n6ticed. that ·-.-. (inaudible):_:...' 7, 800 letters 'right off 'the 'bat. 

·, .. ' ··,·, . : ' (, . , ' ,. . ' 

. I 

. MRS. 'cLINTON:' I" spqke to their 
which generated' a· lot of· ·'letters. 

convend.on by satellite 
last·year, 

. . . .. I ..' . , . .. . . j. . '·" ·. . ' -..: " .· .. 
·" . ' I· 

',, . . . ' { 

CAPUT9: They had a special , event cm .cap~.tor. H,il~:wb.ere. 
they distribut~d .those let;ters. .. ~· '· . . .. ,, :, 

.. , ., MRS.·CLINTON: But w,e,~eren't:·invol~~?''.in cr~ati~g.i:t • 
. ·They. asked ine to. speak ancf they announced at the ti.me. I was speaid.ng 

they• were gc»ing to do these :Letters.> s~· ,it 'was •an independe'nt I 

"acti~rf ... ,. 1. ·" :· , •• • 't · . . . . · · ·\ 

·, Q, 

Little '.Ro.ck. 

. . . . 

Anq. zr:qu taught Stii:tday_. Sch.o?l when you. were in 

MRS.' CLINTON: · .· I .did. 
: I. 

from. tim'e. to t.i,m~ ·I ·taught Sunday · 
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School. I,. 

·' · 

1 
Q.. What about. th~,s~ ~p~e,ches 'tli:at i:"ye been ask,il'.lg fpr' 

Why I ',m a-Methodist?.. ·: ." 
'"' '· .. , ', 1' ''','I.' 

. . / 

MRS.' CLINTON:.'• I do~·t'.knoW' that I, ever: transcribed,· 
, . , , . , " . . . . I . 

. 1 recorded or ·wrote it out; 'I gave it,--. in October;. many Methodist' , ·: 
churches,; they have :a iay speakers- si.in~ay~ ~.Ild on several occasions 
-I did .the lay· sermon.··. I t11-ink the first "'time ·I. dld ~he' .dis'cussion 
about why I'm.a Methodist was iri the Sunday School class at-my.church 
in· Little Rock. ,'And then ·i~ grew:'. into sort of a 'mi11i· serm'on that I 
gave ·a. couple "o.r times around the state·.' . 

Q D~·Y.OU0 re~~inher .any of the·~olnts? ·,,.. : 

. " : MR.s~. CLIN~ON: . dh, yes. 1I' remember. a lot of the poirits ~ 
1

I remember very well.· Part .. of it was· my f~ily. traditi'.on in . 1 

Methodism, which· was very impdrtant 'to me as al~ttie girl. And my 
father was a '!Tery .devout· ~eth6dist·.: He may not have .been as" regi.ilar 

· a church-goer,· b.ut 1my fq.the'r said his -p.'.rayers ~nee ling by ,his bed. . 
e~ery night of' hls, 1 life,' until be. had. the· stroke., .~And when we, were , 
·~11 born we .were. taken. back· to the church , in ·sc::tant~n· where we. were . ·· 

-' all· .christen~d~ which. was ~the C~hrit' ·S·treet' Methodist Church, which .. 
was where' we·, had his funer~l arid, the .. church, ~as .a;.huge .part :of niy , 

; fat her ':s' i'ife .· . . 
·:'' 

,,\/ 

I 

_, .: ~ 

So I-,,ha,d, a' real sense c:)f'. some kind of' rootedness in. I 

MethodiS/,1\ 1 and when I started gpj,;ng to the . c9urch I ~1;:ten'ded, i~ \."iaa 
1 

' 

: a great family centered church', ,·,, 
' ' 

~ ·'..P~r~_Ridg~? 
...... 

. MRS. CLINTON: Park Rl<:ige ~· yes· - 7 . Firs1::: Methodist . 
· chup::h. · ·n: had not only· acti~e~suriday ~ichoo1 ·.'and Bible. ·school· · 

. C
0

lass'es, but it h~d a:t·hletic 'events~<it h~d plays~. it:• s ~her'e. the ' 
scotlt tr'oOpf:! piet, .. 'it 'was ·fu~t':thls cente~ of ~~tiv;ity·~-. Ana' it. w'as. in: 
w~lking .·d1istance ofj o.ur house,. and my brothers ·and I· we~.e up there· .i 
al~; t'he time'~· ·. 

, . I , 

And "then, . as .. I got older· and. went into the· Methodls1:' 

I' 

'' '. 

. , . 
MORE 
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intell~ctually challenging and theologicaliy ~hal~eng~rig ~t·a· ~e: ,:in 
addition to being s'ort of my :r:eligious a~tivi't:Y~ . _And, 1as· :i .have sai.ci 
many 'times,' Don' Jones .was an extraordinaril'y ·e~gaging youth minister I 

rfor' th~' y'oung people i~. our 'church.. ' 
• ! 1\ .. ' . •. - ' ' . ~ 

Q. ,I· ·~on't want ·t6 go b~c;:k too m~cti .over' tpat •.... I:,. 
.. t.hink 'that's probably -~nough~ .But .if .we had :,time. I-:'d·· i.ove, to. talk 
.about. Joe· Matthews and the .. Ecumenical· Institute,·· arid':a'il ·of ,~hat;: 

I ' ' •. 

. . 

'MRS. CLINTON: 
. . . I . . . . . : ·. 

,You· knew about that? . 
'I.· 

\' 

Q First ,story to hit Ne\>.'.sweek was on Joe. 
• ·" • i ,, • i\ 

. MRS~ cpNTON:. Did ydu talk to ··Don' Jo-~es ~bo~t. tha:t? 
/', L • 

I I 

Q 
' t . 

. A iittle bit~'. ·\' 

,) 

,1' :.' -. ' 

·. MRS~ CLINTON:, ·He took :us down· th~re ... 
', ·: ·: . f. 

, ... 

Q Yes~ :t 've ·go'!:; ·that story •. ~hat~ s why l: '. m kind :of. 

•''' 

(Laughte:t. ) . · · ' 1
: • · · · · • • · · ·: ' .\' 'mov~ng, you. on . 

. , . ·, '••. 
I', .. 

1. 

9· ... 

MR~. CLIN°TON:. ·Let me ,J.ust --:: the, other point .is 'that. 
also, even though "it, wa:ei .a; suburpa~ I church•· ih' 'a very• ,nice. ar.ea~ 

1 

an,d 
it :Was' an .. all-white comm,unity, ,at' least. ri'on Jones and severai 'of the •' 
worti~n in the church' "in' the Sunday,. Schooi' 'were' vety intent upon 
expa~ding qur e:kpe~i·ences~ And '.so it. wasn't ~dnly .. the·,Ecumenical 

'" \ . . ( ' .. · . ·- . . ' \ . 
: Institute, it wa's also.""."- when I .was growing up,. 1 it's hard 'to·. 
~elieve, · o~teiide. c,t· Chicago •we "had migrant farm .. iab<?r~ ·i\nd .it was 

. r.ight t~ere •. , Three blocks from my_ hous·e ended houses . and . it. was 
farmland •.. ,No longer, ·.but ·theri it ·was. '·. , 1 .• 

'> ' ' ' I , ... 
, ' '. ,. . So we. we're. always doing some. ~inci·,. /bf service·,' wheth¢r ·.it 

was going :to 'nursii:ig, homes 1, or I taking • c~re 6f migrant children and 
al.l of that, · wh~ch was ,very important to··. me. · : : ·• 

. ..: Q ·well, .it seems ·'to ,rrie the Wellesley motto has 
·something to :do with that;· too. ·. . '•

1 
' \. 

I ~ ' ,, .. , '. ·; . 

, MRS. CLINTON: ·' Vfi!ry !much so. !•' 

! ' ' , . '• . ' ' ' ' . ' ', ' . 
,. Q Served rathe:r;., t,~an. be served, or something Uke . 

. that. · well, ·it· .seems to ki:nd of fit. into :~ patterri'. Did you.do .' 
. baby;-~itting. · t'or the ~igr~nt iaborers? · 
'' • ' t , , , • ,. .~•. \ \ • • ,I r' , I 

. ,. 
·'·'. 

), 

.·. 

. \ '. 

·-
.. MRS~ CLINTON: Yes.·. ·~es, ·w~c::lid • 

', : : ' .: ... '. ' ' 

Q 

J ' 

Good· Methe.dist social conscieric;:e·. · 

·.1 ·· 

1· ' 
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it's a~inethi.~g that'.is important to' me, but .it: is not,. at this .po~nt~ 
able to·be a· regular part of'my life· r~ght,.~o~. 

' ' ',' ',' ', . \. ' 

,., . / ' . '. . 
· Q · .. Do. you mean to say that women qoni~ ,all :the way from 

. .. 

Arkansas to sit and talk about .-.the Bible 'with you and religion? 
; ',1 .. f. , I. , . . , ., . . , .. / , ·,' , 

. . \.• . • , . I, . 
1 MRS. CLINTON: ... Yes• I m9an~ they don:t ·come just 'for 

·. · th.at 'reason. .'they' re fri~nds' of mine, andA:hey' re. corning to 
'washingfo~: a~d the.y let· me k:n;;,w· ~~d ,·th9y 16ome· 'C:l.nd. ~tay. ~i.th. nie~. And 
I 'have a group ·,of frif!!ncls who are Very".Jaith'ful in their

1 
s,upp9rt .. 

through prayer for the Presldent·and
1 
me~ and when they are in town, 

if' it ls 1 mut~~lly ci'greeable on .OU~ schedules, ;they.'.H stay with, US'· 

. here. Afid .. we :have a' number of ,..friends who'. do. that~· . We have'.--' not. 
just women': fr.iends of m'ine,. but' 'a nu'mber: of my· husbands. frie'nds fr~m 

I around,. the CQUnti:-y Wh0 are either Very acti V~ ,'lay members 'of their 
deriomiliation ·or 

1

are: pre~c1!-~+~ cor}ie here.. . ' · ' ' · , ' 

Q· . · :·oo you. ·r·ea~·ly ben~ve. ·~n int~rce~sory pr~ye'.r"?" ... 
' '•" .'> 

. MRS. CLINTONi .· I dc;:i.' ,• I do~ . And •hot only do I bel:ieve 
in it I i thihk ther~. is increasing ev·idertce ·of· i·t. There .is ari 

•. " , I .• , • . "'''. . , ' .. ' , ; , , ' " ' ' -· - ~ , ' , 

interesting- study that' w~s just ,'complet'ed' in which· patients of 
cd~parabl!3 f!ledical. ~ond.ition. were prayed for, ~nd pray~rs. were;·' 
app~rently, the.' only differences tha:t could be' discovei-ed bgtween .hdw 
the. patients ·were ·treated.'. · . . . . ·. 

I I ,• 

·asking ~hat 

., . 

: Q ···.Ye~·,. oka~~.: Ail right, fine~. ;o you have"--· I ;;m 
~s ::(Our ',favoi::it~' Bib.le ~assag~, ·do you hav7. one? 

11 ! 

·.MRS. CLINTON:· 
' . • , ·1 : . ' 

Oh, ·"I have lots of them. 
' t,,•' ' • ' - , : ., 

/ ' 

Q 
I 

':-:- that 
1

!f3ti~k~:I i~ you~ mirid t-"', 

MRS.· CLiN'.l'ON: oh; '.I have .lots of Bib1.e. passa,ge~ tha.t 
a,re· rily favor.ite. I h~ve _'gotten ci,way. from quoting indiv.idual versE!is' 
unless thEiy. ai;-e: reali:Y self,.;contained because l:. have fo.und· that; .. 

. ~ 

again, it'• s just" this .. strange: condition,. or circ.u.instance· I find myself / 

i!l. that· i,f,, I qUote a .. Bil;>le scripture peop~e are, .:;,lway:~ lo;;,king fo~ · · 
th!a hidden' ~ea:nidg il'.l it. ' So I Ive 'come to .take~ broader passii'g.iia ·9f. .·: 
the Bible and talk .'about them as my favor.ita'.s, so thae t:here cannot 
be any misunder.standing.' so .rigl;lt now,, an~·ay.· 

1, 
Q 

'• ' ~'. • ' :• I , 

MRS •. CLINTON: Well," right no\<f,_ at this point, I am 
: s'pen'dlng· ·a, :)..ot 'o:f time· thinking about .·and· .am ·i:nteres.ted · ir{ th~ ,s~r.mo'n 
~ori the.Mount, and particµfarly'the Beatitudes,"but·really Matth~w·s, 
·G, anci 7 ...:.- t:hose three chapters 'I think 1 are' j{ist filled with : ; · · · 
'challe~ge and it's 'ver.y hard to ~ead .and: for me .to- fµlly :u.ridereitand 

. . ' ' \ . ,,, ' ..... ': 

.. "':1 

1,. MOR,E. 
', . ., 

. /. 

'' ', 
/ 

·.I ' 

;' \, ,, .. 
\. 1. 

!' 

\ 

·,•• 

i':. 

,.1 

' 

I 

.\ ' .. 

,\ '. 

/ 

I 

' 

. "'. 

~' ' 

... r 

'\ 

. f 

. ( 

http:passa.ge


.· 

/ 

,,. 

\· 

' I 

·\. 

\ .,, 

, .. 
I 

,J 

\· 

\,,· . , 
·.:./11'·- 'I 

, \ '. .\ 

I ' 
-...:· 

--· or the whole I Book of )a.mes 1
1 

>because I,· b~~ng a .Metho4ist' .I, m pig. 
on deeds as w'~11: as wor~s~. An? so.; that .to me, is .an important part 
,of my 'biblical'-·- · .. . . · , •.. . · 

,\ 

.Q· ' ·Is.~the:r-e any one. story· that.:you ·favor? )· 

. ~ 

.MRS.· CLINT~~: . /Well~,. right now I spend ~·lot. of:\iine,.'·. 
thinking about .the· parable of the prodigal son •.. Someone gave to me· 
Hehri Nowari' a· (?) bqok ~bout the prodfgal ~q'n. And I. hav·e ·read ,a . 
n'\1mber of his.work.a, -but I, right f).ow;' fihd.tha:t,very ~hallenging.anci·' 

1helpful. 'He'.has a iine in thl3re about i the discipline of gra~i:tude , . 
whiCh ha~ ·been a rei:il 'chall~nge' .a:~d·,kind o,f guideline for me~ . ' 

• ' ',,/ I' •' \ '••: 1 • •. ,. 
I \ ' .. •"' 

:·; . / 

I ·, MRS; CLINTON:. 'Oh, I read all .kinds of people. In the. 
last'.:couple of .. ~onths,-- ,oh.; .:t 1ve r~"ad T~fl,Y· Campoia; (?) who I lik~ a 
l~t; ·Gordon .McD~n~ld, who I think 1 has ~om~ ve!y ~ise. way~ of,., . .. ·' 
describing '.modern problems •. 'T read -- let's. see~· the last ~ouple of. 

• ·, • ' • . . ~ ' • . ;,' ' f , , . . " I • 

·months 't°- I read c.s. Lewis, particularly, Surpris~d By Joy, ·because I· 
liked Shadowiands :very.°m~ch.'. )Han ·opangie' '(,-?)·has some very helpful 
~o:l:ks. Let me' see what else. . . ,'· 1 I ' 

#· • ., .... 

I ' 

·.Q , .. 
. . '1 . 
I '.11 tra.,de .you ,lis~s som~time •.. '. .. 

.. 
':I , , 'I , •" MRS,. CLINTON;· Y~s·, ,give me your:', ii~~.' t~d. ·, I ·-~e~d :$9: 

rQany dlf.ferent i;:hinga·., ·and it really ~d.epend~ upofr wt,ia..t ! 'm thinkinc.f' 

t' 

about and kind of where' iny.,own needs are.. .·, . . , 
, ' . . . l ' . . 

r •. 

What about ~~gazines -~'d'o you take any religious ; . ' Q' 
· 

1 public,ations? 
: , ' 

', · I , I' 

. MRS.· :CLIN';l'ON: Noi;: anymore.· .Qcca~ion~lly, I see 
Christianity .Today, but .I don't really see· many .othei::. .--:- I d~n't see 
any others .o~ a .r:egular basfs~· r);1ic~ up, thirigs ,°.it. chur~h a~d .P~Op~e. 
send me· sermons~ · My "friends· send me· lots· of ·.·sermons froin bo~h ·t~eir, 
own ·Churches ·.and my chux.:.ch in'. Lit.tle R9ck. ·. . 
, '~ ... ' ' 

'·,: ·., 

•' ,. 

.,\' 

\. 

·i , • ·, 

You read sermoni:J? . 

MRS. CLINTON: Oh, .yes·:. 

I 
. ·Q .. 'Yo.u like· th~ 'form?· . 

i ,·. ,, 
" ,. 

. ·' 
. •1·,,\ 

.' ·, . / .. · .. 
some\. of .them. are be~ter than others,.as 

\ 

I' 

MR.S·· .CLINTON: 
you well 'know·~· 

Q 

' !: . 

, .. 

No, I never heard a good one.--:· (l.aughter.) 
'\ '' "• ! ,' j 

' i• '' ' 

r· 
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. ~s; .. :ci:iNTON.: ·oh, 1 ·heard "a 9;r;e'!lt one. I ~eard ·a· great; 
one~· .The other .day'. I was in,St. Pet.'ersburg, ~'lorida,· and the man who ... ·, 
was the new head. of. the '.Na.tional Baptist Conventibn gave ct· fiv~-: 

, , . . , . " I , , 
minute sermon •on the merchant who went ·out to buy pearls and found· a ·: 
pearl. of. overwhelming value . and sold a.1'1 of ;his goods to' buy that. one .. 
pearl. It was the most succinbt,· powerfu.f .. short serf\\pn I'·.ve ·h~ard i:n . 

. Years. I.t was .s6 go~<i that .even t)1e.,'Secret Service :pe~ple,· ~ho riever 
.:talk ~po~t,'anything, were.talking about it:: so;. yes,· I like: sermons. 

. . • ~: • ,· - • , I .' • ' , 

" " I -

·Db. y6u /read, try "to :keep up· with or .are aware. of 
' ' ' • 1- • l ' : ~ ' ' l 

·wh.a't 's'' going on in feminist theology? ' 

·.'. 

' " ' f I. 

' . 

· ~s~ .CLINTON:,· A little bi'.~, 
· iti not a lo,t.' bu~. :i: d~/lfno~. ~- . ..' .. 

I, have .some ·.awal'.'eness. of 

'\ 
\ 

' .~' . 

·r Q · .~~i1, the :Mettiodist .c~~rch,: 1·airi6ncf 9thel'.'s, is ve,ry· 
inplusive iangu~~eL ' ·· · 

' < 1' ,',, 

strong on 

MRS. CLINTON: ~~ght •.. . .. 
,. 

Q .'. Are .you ·strong ·an inci~sl.,v~. · i.anguage? 
·" " .... .·.' 

, ,, ·,! \ ' I' 

MRS'; CLINTON: ·I';n ~art of 
inclusive language. · (~iiughte'r.). · .· .·' 

an agriostiC when ,it comes' t,o . .-·, ; . ., ... 
\' 1 . 

. . o· . it is "not unusual to :.go to ·~' convent~ ·let" a say'· . or 
a M~thodist. 'or. Pre~byterian Sunday st!z:~ic~ an~ ha:v.~ .dQ.d! He, and. God, ... 
shE! used ·-...: · ... . . . 

. MRS •. cLiNTON: ei:it ~ see:,' I• ve always ·.thought that 
language .wa~· .so inadequate t.c> 'eX'press the, myst:er

0

y arid power .~j <iod • 
. And.tome,that~s almost irrelevant. I mean,·u·seHe,·. use She -'..:.. .. none 
. of us are capab.le of, reaily ·de~c~ibing who God.' is or. what ~~d's . 

, • l ( ! •' , •, •'I ' •• 
1 

'1 • , • ' 

powere, .~re. · · · · · ,, ,' 

•' '",, ', 1' ( 

, ' .Q .. ,W,eil, ·1.er;9 ~p· th~' metapho~ical:"·ante 
.about God as .F:ath:er, , God as ~bt;her? 

\ 

her·e.;: what . 
r· 

::,,-

' 11 :, ;/ '. ... • ••• • ,f., ,·,, 

·MRS. CLf:NTON: ·°I think' that .'God is both. I· think God :Ls ;;· 
/. e~er5'-thing. I :think God is o.rinipoterit and omniscient.'. I, think th.iit 

because. of the· fact ·that I am a c;hild of my tradition and. have.· . 
'_devel~ped' a~ I hav:. over tlm~, ·I thi~k of. G~d:·more iri 'a: father .sense. 
But ·that's not· exclusive to me. I.don':t'ctisco'unt charact'eristi~s and.· 

·.virtues· of :the .·feminine .b'y »say.ing ~.nd .thinking. that·. ·But :tha~ is .-the· 
"tradition I· grew up'..:ln a11d, it is,. accessible to ·me~· SO· I'm moi:e likely ... 

to rely 9n' it o I ' ' ' ' ' , ' 

/·. 
Q Now, let me ask you .about. t°flis.~ ·H:ave you he'ard. ci:f 

the ·(inaudible)'.,...-' .corife~ence rn Minn~apo,iis? 
,"'I. 

.,,, ,. 
. ''I• \ ... 

.MORE 
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MRS. CLINTON: No. . .. '· . 
•. ·< 

i •. Q . ~ear· with ine fpr ,ju~t a· mC;>ment,· but· it h".l.s ·,been ' 
.very big in Methodist cirCl,es. 'The ·Methodis:ts ·suppo~ted it 
financial1y. 'and. with; a big dele~ation~ 

1

h~ei been the largest and . , 
. biggest kld o~· th~ :blodt .:....~ .and _it' was· here we'-h~d L'it~rgies to. . 
.Sophia, which. is the notipn of wisdom, obviously .. And; we ,had. songs 

; abo~t the, noney iri my loin~..;.- I think there were things like tlliS :_ __ 
t_he perfume ,of my. breast, it ·saidl · It ;;as a very highly f~iilinized 

. /liturgy for' wh~ch. there~ s ·been a lot of hell tq pay by the, 'f'olk.s . that 
·•· went there. , You 're not aware of. this .at alt-:? . . .· . , ,. 

·.\ ''", 
No,· I 'don '-t know·, ·anything about it: 

•,. 

. M.Rs-. .. cL~NTON: 
l' 

. r Q . Okay,. there's no pc)int '. ln. a;;'kiz:ig YO\.!: ab~ut it and 
. dragg'ing you iqt?,. it" s_ince yoµ'. don't ·know 'aqythin.g about it., 

', '• Ii t"• 

·' about. 

"I 

I j MRS. CL.INTON:: ·, 
( i.a:ughter :·J ) 

'',' l 
I,:• 

Q I thirik.thJt•s proba:bly thewisest.decisiO~ 
., . . .. ' 

" ·" . > ·.. · ~APUTO: · :-..:., 'screaming 'match. on . Nightl~ne over_ this. 
,,,.,..,. 

·. I : 

oh, :t_here was, as a matter of 'tacL Q 

' ~ '" l• ! ' 

" ' 

Th~ whi,te House li~s :beeri.open t~·religious· .lobbyists a:nd 
ed-itb;rs, et c·etera, an awful lot. ffi;Jre. whb° among, these.people' do·you · 
·lister .t:o, a<;lmire,., pay .attention .1:0? I ~m ;told; ·for·in~tan(;:e.:: that· .. 
Jpa:n Campbell at 'the National council (:;>f.churches is· a faV'orite•bf· 
bot'h -yours·and your husband. ·I'm· trying to get some sense of· this. 
And 1;;h~t M~. ·Sape~ste~n -:_- · : . 1

• 

. . ' ·\'' 

/ : I MRS~. C~INTON:. ,I '.wouldn;t charactei:iz~. it' 'like 'that'~ .. I 
,rl)ean, Joa'n .a_nd David az;e people who have .been, Vi?rY 'invot-ved in ·many 

'.of' the issues. that are ,important to the Pr~sident· --: sodia~l justice. 
·issues and others'· like th~t •· , But. ther:e is .s·u~h .·.a brofid .r.an·ge of':·"·, ... 
.p~ople t~a-t .the President, speaks .:to :much more r'egularly for· spiritual, 
.and religious reasons, 'anp' '1 think that .part of wh.at .he has struggled 
with is._ to .. try to figure out' how to 'make ·.live hi.a· bel,ief t::hat. freedom 

' ' from religio~ and freedom. of rel lg ion 'ar~ .. t;'..ro .. very .. a'ifferent pointer'\ 
.. pf

1 

vie"l'· ·So he has hostep many different: religious. leaders.~··.· , ~-. . ' ' , . . 
.. ,; '' ~ ' ' 

\ , ' ' ; ~ I • ·,. • , • . ~ '· , • •. \ ' 
1 

<, • ' ' ~ l . • . ' • 

· .Q·· · on. health care, di.d you pay ijlny atte.ntion ·to' the 
.U.nited Methodist .--' th~ .Bo.ck of Resolutions,· I 'm.'the' only guy :in 'the 
'press. room ~hq had the M~thodis:f Boo~ of· Resolutiqns .in hi's . , . 

·briefcase.· 
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. Q ' Ok~y I .so th~:i' t~H ; me y9u know the 'Methoaieit; Creed 
backwarqs and f6i:"w~r~s. "' · . . . · ' · · " · 

•I', 

".MRS:'.~ CLINTON:· ±:·d~r1't kriOI(" aboufthat:· .. I know parts.Of. 
it,. but I don't know it. ail:~:; ., · 

1· i, 

. . . . MRS. ·CLINTON: Yes •. I have bee~- .... ...: · I:" mean·, both the 
~- "so~k of Disbipline '.a~d the':Resol~tions 1I thin~ a~e lmportant. : And 1£. 

.·.you .. ldok at ti')e iMeth6.cti~t Cl1Urchl'l3 willirig~ess to "·struggle wi:th ' . 
, difficult COl'.ltemporary issues, I ,t~i,nk tt}at ;·s ii· strength 'that, they: 
ar~,'wj,lling '.to .Wi\lde ·ii;i and ntaybe even have some pro~l':~S, +.n .. their 
efforts to resolve su'C::h issues. ·But !'·don't see. how you can fghore 'a 
c~ll for .,univ~r~al he'aH.h care coyerag'e if· you; have ,a· belief as a. 

·Christian: that th.ere is an obligatio!l to' provide. nec::'~ssi7ies ·for 
othe;t" people. , · '1 1 • • .. • 

I. . I 

. ' Q, You' 11 still: )::)e W()rking. in tha.t _.:. there was also 
.·the issue of universal.'abortion :cbvera'ge .in 'this~ . And. that could · 
'have been i-eally politica:lly signif l,<='ant, it ~eem~ to" me, 'in 1 term~ of' 

, ) , I 1 • .•' ,. _ . ,. • • , . , _ , .' 

reaction.' · Is 'there any, flexibili;ty on. that ~from· your. point of. _view? 
~ • f • ' ' ' \ • ' • • 'I~ I 

' • . "I •' • < ~ • \ I • 
·'MRS. CLINTON:, Oh,· there. was flexibility~ · We never got,· 

., . ' 

·' 
• l,' 

· to that'. po.int. One of' my:·· staffers ,was» .the· person. in· ;the· white Hou~e . 
•• • • -: , • _. •• • • _., • : l . - . - • ·, • .. '/ .. .. • • ,, ... ,r. · • • ... • • c· 

who was working with th,e various group~' from. different 'points of ' . 
Viel(/ I and there: Were . a· 19t Of ;;a pp.roaches. that C,0Uld have. been , , 

.:-. ' 

~ I' ' 

•'' 

; ' 

r: 

,'.' 

' ' 
'" 

followed.· We j'ust never got to that paint. · . · · · · 
.I' ' I ' '. .- ' ' • ', ~: • '> ' l,'i.: 

1,' 

/. 
'\ 

Q I think the. religious right when they' -- ·abortion' 
is .one of' the, i~s~~s that'' wo'i.~ld s~parate t~e~ ',frorri ,you~ or 'a.t least 
in their eyes. 8\i;:' ,what' .about this?·. ',.There is~ .. no .,fede~al :fundin·g. for 
, I" . . , '• ' 
abstinence-based programs in the schools .-'-

, '. ' , , . , , . ' ' ~ ', . . "" . , I: . f. '. 

MRS •. CLINTON': :Yes1; there( is~. 
",', i 

.{. j 
..., .. ' 

/· 

·Q : .. · ±her~ ,is1· 

. MRS.>;CLtNTON:: Absolutely is.· There's .abstinence 
funding.; at least' I've been told.tl;iat~·-And it,:is something that· is,:. 
made' availabl,e.' /, i•' 

'" ' ';I 

Q ·· .. i want. to check: that ~ut• '·'k'ow.do .you'. feel a~out·· 
't~e condom qf. distributi,on· iri the. sc'hool;;s? . Are: you comfortable with 

··that?•. 
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'is ;;now;.a1· ·:·~·ea>1:·-::ef:for:t··;11n'<·the···Met·hod..i:sb''Church:· to·••tryr·,to<'·regai:n.· tha~t-

~~~~~;~~~;~~=r~t~~~¥!i~~i-~:~£~t~!J~~~~-;~t:~~~5~~i~i;~;i!~ 
·, · .~ : ·;·:'c\·::. ~::3-Q: ,J ::;-rtV~ ,j'uBt ·been: ,.r:OciK.±n'g.,6ve·r~tne1·:·s:t:at±:st:ecs"·~on~wom/en" 
c,~ ..• _,_~·r~f •• 1 ·1~ .t:,.; ·~I· ,"'f. :;,' ·~-../,~· ·1~ ~·. ,J>i~ .. , •. ,.,-.>,,_:,. i,, ,...,. •"' ,• ,.) '.;) -~r:"-..." • .,r·,, ... ..,:,~-(>·,~:::.1,1 ~r ~.) ·--'..,,·, "'·'t .. ' ._. , , .~ 
~l.lr?- ;J:~+:,#9,J.!<:?!1:,: "an.a: ,you' .>knC?~: . .that\ .th·~· ;average, sem~·nary.. ·age, ,.i:si ·al:!,oµt ,AO :~": ; · 

;~~Jj, 

> •:;< >:\i;~'.·,~,~:/:t,::.!1:;•:~~~~/·~.f::•!;~~~:.·,~,:•i:,·,:;11' " i; :>} ':1: C', .:.~:'.;,,.:, l'• :· ':' '1 .· ·, :, :::·., .. ~ ,·, 
·-:- .. ": · ' ... ,·.:;:MRS'• "'C:::UINTON :· " "We 'attend' •other.f. churches"". ·:·.and .. I<.· ·am .. sti'l'L,. 

· ~:r~:~~!~~!i~~;~~~:~!~~~~,~~~r~;£~t~!~~~~jj~~~:~~·c:!J!!~~·· 
en~''o~ ;goi'ng"'.the!r:e-.' ' < ·:' . t' -:'.'' .; 

,.., .. ": ' " . .1~: ~ 

·~: ,' · · .>.: ·'· ::, .. Y'//9\;.:':::_;f~~f'..·'.~~~~:10#~£ .1 . • :· · ·.·;.· ···):; 

··-.·~~~ef~,~.;;·~fi~~."Y.C?~, w~tl~:'. f:9..,~~~::<i~Q~~.·;~~.~\K~.:~:~in .. ~P~.~§fii, 
:.'._ .. '" · .. :·.:<c·.'·' .. i 
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'you've b~~l)t le.as than. ~.~tisf,i°~d ~~~~ .therreaction to your' rerilar,ks 
with r7spe6:t .. -~6 Lerne.r_1 a P()litics of inean,ing • Have you ''giveri that 
phrase back to LerhElr? . . ' . . '. ,;. 

M.Rs'. ·CLINTON:· I never knew, ~t.'. was: hi~:. (Laughter .. ) 

". f. ..: . ·-.. ' ' ' " . • . ',,.: 

Q Here' a . how I. would .t;rame .that kirtd of thing; . okay? 
I agree with Jim Wall .,...:_ • ther:e.'·S not a str~mg i,rad;itipn' in 'theology. 

· , in tradition out 9f whieh you· come. ·,Its strengths are elsewhe·re'. · .. ,' '· 
A.rid· ~e' re also ae a tim~. where· there,' s a lot of searching goihg on: . 

/.· 

:tl1er~ . .' s \a ipt. of vaguen~s~ going on, ther~· s' a: lack ~,. theC>logi'.~al .\ 
formatio11, .eyen the simpl.est way ,kind of thi1'}9s .-...: 'you've'.go~~ltfit.h 
the Jesuit.a; p~~sumably, arid so' forth ~- tha.t ·you· go,t even wheri 'you· .. • 
were 14 years. old •.. 'so. without asking. you sign off' on· each. ·article of ... 
the· creed ·;__ I don ;t ,know ·ho..:, t~ put 'this. td you .:.._ ·b4t have you b~en' . 

·unfairly iaentj,.fied. as New Age? . ·. · · · ' ·, · · · · 
/· 
' 

.·MRS. CLINTON: oh, yes. 

,.· f 

... . MRS.· CLINTON':::: That', s ~xactly\ right.·. I. mean,>i ·thought 
that wa~ so· strange."· Bu~ :I· thin~,it~s part of the p~bblem·.that I' .. 

·steven ca.'rter talks abotit'.i:n The ·culture of Disbelief. The sec'uiar 
pre~s \:io~sn't· )<:now how: t~ talk abou~ religion. except in .ster,eotype~. · 1 

I thinlt they've .. done .a. gre.a~ disservice .tb .ma_ny people .who .are in. 
. what"is loosely. c,alled· the ~eiigioµ's right~ .r: think. the peqple who 
are' searching for meanj,.ng. and order in their' lives are naturally: / 

' going tq be· trying., to have: a theplogy tha:t,,giyes '·them answer's· to , 
difficylt questioni;i~posed );;y modern times'• I: have a great d,eal· :of . 
sympathy for that~ and I thirik it i:s unfai.r to the great n_urilber .Pf 

. people who identify them'sel ves' in suc)'l ways --: ei:tli.er evangelicals' o~ 
' . ' . . : t" • . ' . .- '· • ' ' . ' 

fundamentalists· -- to' stereotype them.. I, t)'1ink some 6,f. ·their leaders 
' ! , '. . ' . . . ' ' ; ' • ~ - : ' ' .) 

ar,e,. ~s ph_aris.ees, ha_ve .alway,s. 1be~n,, ~illi11~. to: manipulate people for . 
their· owri par.ticular purpo'ses. :• ' 

'.·' . ,, ,, 
I,",: /,. 

~· . " 
. Then: I. thin'k,, whether you .talk. about the mainline " .. ,' 

denon;in'ati~ns- or th~ ~fruggl~s within the. Roman '.catho:lic ·Chu~ch ·or 
.. 'aoything. ·that is goi~g. on. .. in ret'tgion .b;,,day, ··it ·s·eems' e:Xtrem~ly · , ··. 

' ?if f,icu 1 e for' !!lo.st 'who cover· and are not steep~a in· it as you' are to ' 
kr)OW what.they.'re talking about •. And .SO they paint with.a very broad 
brush that i's often inaccurate. · . < 

·r·· 
" 

Q Would you seeyburseif-as an orthodox Chris'tia:ri in 
,the sense that ·o~t.hdgox' Ch:dstians .in the _Methodii;t. t~aditiod -;-•":° b~'t ·. 
certainly .not alone in 'the .Methodist 'tradition ,.....: believe iri Father,, 

1 son:. and Holy Spirit; belieye .·in· Jesus Christ~." Billy. Graham~;. where· 
are yo~· now that I need you . and the need for redemption? 
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, . M,RS. CLINTON.: · , I bei,ieve. in all ~f 'th6se :things. . :I. 
,c;c;>nside_r myself· son\e()ne .with

1 

a contiquin9;.c_hallen9~_ to .becolt\e ~. 
Christian; ··one of. the differertces:·that I 'have with some" of the 
de~cim'~nations ,is .the. idea' that; one' S. Chris,tianlty is. sealed' '~t ~he 
_moment .that yoµ ac;:cept .<::hrist as· yol'!r savior,, ilnd become in whatevel'.'. 

I . . • . , , ' . , . 

ways are op~n to ·you ·a':practicing Christian. I' thlnk that ·1t is .. a 

., ' 
': 

' . , 'l ', ' ,. '. l . . i' ; ' - • 

never-ending chaH~i:ige. 'And 1I· b.elieve 
1
that ~very day I fall short ·of 

what Ishoul'd·be.achieving.·, .. ·· · · · r 
0 l ' ' I ~,~ '> \ < > ' ' 

-··.~ .;1 .. 

,. ,. '. .· . . I gave .a' talk .. last 'year at the natfona:J..: p~ayei( lunch 
' ) ' •.• " ' , '. • • ,' ' • • ! ' • • ' 

about how difficult ,it is in my experience. to be a Christian.· An.d • 
·',so, although.·I believe in what .. I view as the.'fundainei'ltal ten~nts bf. 

' .. , '• ' l ·. ' . ., . J '.. . '•. . ,. • . . < ' .· •. . ,'. " 

Christianity, I.find that it is something·I·have to·struggle .with · 
· every_ d~~ to live \lp. to ~nd, t~ b~ qpen':to. ,.Apd, I think. one. of the". ~ 

grea( difficulties we 'have ··now within the .. ;christian community is the.· 
attempt to captu·re the· definition of Chrlstici'nf.ty -- .whi.ch ·:has ·alw~·ys: 
occ1,1rred.throughout'history;-,we're just,goi.ng:thrbugh·.;A'qther peri9d· 
'of :it -- that' ·overs'impHfies Chid.st • s' message; .. whicl). co.riveni.entiy · 
thtows .·out gr.eat piece~· of· it that _don ~t 'fit:.:a pol:itlcal ·agenda~ . Anq · 

., ' . •• : ,' j . ' ·. ' ' • ; : ' . • • . • ' ••• 

I believe it.' s impor~ant- for ·,all 9; us who want ,to t>e ·worthy of 'being · 
·ca~led Chrfsti~ns to constantly strive. to do 'better and to 'b·e: :open to 
~ew 'd~f'initions. as to what ·it'. m~ans to be1' a' Christian to~ay. ,_I dOri't ~ 
think· -- ,, ·1·: .'·.·, ·• 
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