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INTERVIEW OF" THE.· FIRST. LA.b:Y .. ·wITH "· · 
.:. . \ . THE TACOMA TIMES ' . 

.\; · · ·· SJ;:ATTLE; . w~SflINGTON ·· ., . 
( • \ ' '• . • \. '. ' r ·, •, .,~···1· 
~ ' • , '. 1 • ". '· • ; . <l • ' ' • • ' ' ' ,• • ~ • : t' ' •, ' ' 

' . Q. •'I might fir.st start' .by asking you, you hay:e 

'j, ' >,' I 

• 1'' : 

$poken a 16t ~bout tl;le ·.heed' fql:' i'a"public·:· o~tpour±'ng of · 
.support for health ·car'~ reform in. tJ:ii.s country~' yet 'today; 

I'' ' 

~ " 
. much of the ··crowd was ' here 'to .. protest what has be(;:in 'propo,sed 
. by· 'the Gl:!::hton, Admi11·i'~tr:atioh; .· .:DOE~s that. discourage' you at : ., 
. all· in .. your ,effqrts'? .·And· what. do.:you take· from."that ·when .yqu .· 

'' 'se·e that kin_d of pr,o.test? ' 

' \' 
. ·, : . ' :; 

. . '·MRS~ CLINTON·: ·Oh'..~ .I don't· really pay much 
attert.ion:to it·becaus·e.,.it's a well .'org.aniz'ed·,1 vocal minority" 
·that has.· its 1.:own 1poli tilcal:. or< .f~nancial i:eason:s.: for. qeing : ~ 
against health care-. reform~ , They don't speak. for. the 70' 'to" · 

. '. '8 0 .percent of ~Americans w.ho :yiant;: ~uni, vets al:: cov_era«je > . 
: g:tiarariteeq private insural)C,e I and' want . it "paid' f.or wi ti:i. " ' ' 
employers ·.and. emp1oyees ·sharing the ·cost~ ·:.we. know· th1at .that· •, 
is what the. v'a·st ·.majority of1 .Ame.ric.ans want~ arid· thd't .J.s .what" ., 
y;Je ·believe "health care ref.orrh· should q~Ti,ver: . · · 1 • 

," ' '· 
' . · . · Q . Whe~' r told people· ;th.:at I hac~:(t'tie opportunity to 

' \ ' • '. ' ' "' ' ' ' ' ' . I • ' • "" •• ' ' 

1;:.al~' wi th,you ·today, .a· ·1ot 1of viewers .. ,call~d ·.wanting .. m.e to ·. . 
· ·a,sk· y'ou a :question .. And it's really. a very 'simple question, . 

·',but may require·ai more .complex af.:iswer.· ·And that is,. · · 1
·· .. • ... ,·. 

' "basically, how ,·much,' iI1;actu,al :dollars·, will y.our health ' ' 
· program cost. ev'¢r:y Ain~rican-, lanc;l 'exa:ctly. what: ~e·rvic~s will : 

be ~,nclucted'..ip. that? · " : ·. . 
1 

. • 

. .. ' ,' ' \ MR~~/ ,CLINTON': ,• Well, :tha"t. 'is what; is .·b~lng. finally' 
i 

. I. ,.i 

.~or.ked .. out, iri: the Cqngress .. ·. :rn: .our' or ig"±rial: prop0sa~ ~ very. · 
·few Americans who ·have i;nsurarice would. have ·.seen. the'ir costs 
:go. up; instecid; 'the .. costs.".woui<l .. have: .. gone dov,m,- jus·t as· W.e ·. 

. ;, j 

have, see.n:happer't in ·.places· like. Hawaii·, /Where ev~ryone i's .. 
'.fns~r'ed~ And t:hat is st:iii, what :ls·: l·iKE!,lY. :to, happen' 'if we· ' ' 
. get .. guaranteed insurance·,. ·S(). every.body pays the~r f-air share~ 
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The ·reasori .·costs go. up arid down·. is• because· you-_ .· 
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cannot control them unless ~verybody is in.the system. Right. 
now, if you are instired, you are paying for people who .are · 
freeloading off· the system.·· Because the very .poor get 
insured through th~ goverDment, so they get their way paid. 
The very rich can pay. But the.people who are.not able to 
afford insurarice or feel they don't n~ed to have it, if they 
get ~ick, they go to ·the same hospitals we do;·~hey get taken 
caie o~f and there.is no such thing a~ free medical care. 
Tbe cost· is shifted, onto those of us who are insuied. 

'If everybody is payin~ thetr fair share, those of 
us who have· beeh paying wili actually see reduction in our 
costs. 

Q And I think people are they .aie ·looking for 
specifics. · Th.ey are looking to ·:f ~nd out how much, ·how many 
dollars? 

MRS~ .CLINTON: Well, the proplem is, it depends 
upon your insurance.policy.· See;•on~·of the real 
difficulties we have is there-·are too many ctiff erent kinds of 
insuraric~ policies in A~erica, so it ii very.difficult to 
compare· one to the other .. · 

· once we g·et a standard benefits package, then 
individuals will be able to decide how much it should cost 
them. Let me give you an example. 'I think every Americ~n 
should have the same guarariteed health insutance that me~bers 
of Congress and.other federal employees do .. The top-end· plan 
under th~ federal government pian that members of congress 
get to subscribe to 6ost me~ber~ of Cdngiess a little b~er 
$100 a· month .. And then the government,. ·11amely, through an 
employer requirement, kicks in ~nether $300 .plus. a month. So 
it is slightly over $460 a month .. And that cove~s nearly 
anything you could imagine. ~ 

I think most Ameri.cans, and certainly, most people 
watching us tonight.would think·it ~ould be a pretty good 
deal if they could have full coverag~ with very reasonable 
copays and deductibles if they onl~ had to pay out of th~ir 
paycheck a:,little over $100 a mohth, like members of Congress 
do. · 

So our point is, members.of Congress have 
guaranteed health care coverage; paid for with the employer. 
and the employee makin~ a contribution. It carinot be tak~n 
away, sb long as they are there. And fhey have vast choice. 

MORE .. 
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That's what we want fbr every American . 

. Q Are you confident that what is being negotiated 
in congress right now will meet your and the President's goal 
of universal coverage foi everyohe? 

MRS. CLINTON: Well, we are confident that that is 
the goal, and that if it ddesn't, then we will not have 
health cate reform: Because if we do not reach guaranteed 
health insurance, then we will end up doing something that 
could hurt middle-class, insured Americans. 

There are a lot of folks floating around ideis 
about, oh, all we need to do is a little insurance reform, 
and let's just do that and call it victory and go home. The 
problem is that states which have tried just that have raised 
costs on insured people. And when that happens, businesses 
and individuals drop coverage, which means you have more 
uninsured people, whi6h means ydu have mo~e people getting 
care that then has to be paid for by the rest of us. And you 
have a vicious spiral. · 

. . So anything th~~ .calls itself reform just because 
it does that is not real ·reform. But if the Congress .comes 
up with a plan that guarantees insurance and has a way of 
paying for it fairly, then the President will sign it, 
because it will save Americans money. 

Q In talking abo~t w~at Congress is doing no~, 
Congressman McDermott, who was out there with you today, said 
yesterday -- and I' 11 quo.te him:· "People are beating up on 
this thing as the 'Clinton Plan, the Clinton Plan, the 
Clinton Plan.' ~ast night, the Clinton Plan was put to rest. 
There is no Clinton Plan. We are now working, and we are 
going to make people look at what's happening from Congress~" 

MRS. CLINTON: That is what should happen. That is 
what we have been waiting to happen. When the.President 
introduced his proposal, he· said. he had no bottom·.line other 
than guaranteed health insurance, and that if somebody had a 
better idea, he wanted to hear it. It's the Congress' 
obligation to do what it is now doing, and Congressman 
McDermott is absolutely right .. 

They had to go through a process. They had to 
decide what kinds of systems would best work, how people 
could explain them to constituencies, and we're coming out 

MORE 

Diversified Reporting Services, Inc. 
918 16TH STREET, N:w. SUITE 803 

WASHINGTON, D.C. 20006 

(202) 296-2929 



• 

4 

with some very good, positive ideas. A.nd some of the changes 
that have been.made in the President's original approach were 
good changes; we approved of the changes. 

So what we want are, finally, is to have a bill in 
the House and a bill in the Senate that everybody can look at. 
and answer the questions that your viewers are asking: "What 
will.it do to me?" And once we do that, I think pe6ple will 
be very reassured.· They will realized they are not losing 
anything, but they are gaining the chance to make sure they 
never lose their insurance, and they get it at a cheaper 
price. 

Q Mrs. Clinton, next week, when Congress starts 
doing hearings into the whole Whitewater s~tuation, are you 

· concerned at all that the co~ntry will be distracted by that 
and that attention may be turned away from health care 
reform? 

MRS. CLINTON: No, I think they will be ·bored to 
death. And I think that will be good. .Because it's a non­
issue and a non-event. 

And what is really important is whether or not we 
keep working on what real people care ab6ut when they get up 
every morning: ·Are we going to pass the crime Bill? can we 
put more police on the streets and get the weapons out of 
violent criminals' hands? And are we going to have health 
care and Welfare reform? 'That is what people talk to me 
about, and that is.what we are working on. 

Q Great. 

MRS. CLINTON: Thank you 

* * * * * 
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