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Appendix A: Sample Demographic Breakdowns

Variables Categories Our Study 2018 CFPS 2018 CFPS
(Internet Active Adults) (Adults)
Gender Female 46.6% 48.7% 50.6%
Male 53.4% 51.3% 49.4%
<19 3.7% 4.5% 2.7%
20-29 39.7% 29.5% 15.7%
Ace Gr 30-39 39.6% 27.7% 17.2%
gEMIOUP - 1740-49 12.7% 19.0% 18.5%
50-59 3.4% 12.2% 19.8%
> 60 0.8% 7% 26.2%
< Primary school 0.2% 13.5% 37.3%
Junior high school 3.0% 34.6% 32.5%
Education Senior high school 12.4% 22.8% 15.9%
3-year college 19.5% 14.6% 7.6%
> 4-year college 64.9% 14.5% 6.7%
Residen Urban 80.0% 61.1% 52.3%
esidency Rural 20.0% 38.9% 47.7%
Yes 25.7% 11.7% 9.7%
CCP Member 705 74.3% 88.3% 90.3%

Notes: CFPS refers to China Family Panel Studies, a biennial longitudinal general social survey of China
using multi-stage probability sampling. We use its “resampled sample” (subsample=1), which is

nationally representative by design (see CFPS User’s Manual, 3™ Edition,
http://isss.pku.edu.cn/cfps/docs/20200315092524928116.pdf). We also only include respondents aged 18

and above from CFPS in order to make the data comparable to our study. “Internet active” respondents
are those for whom the importance of the internet as an information source (qu802) is 4 or 5 on a scale
from 1 to 5. The variable in CFPS used for education is “cfps2018sch,” urban/rural residence is “urban,”
and CCP Member = Yes if “party” or “qn4001” is 1.




Appendix B: Survey Question Wording

1.

Explicit trust in government
1) How much of the time do you think you can trust the government to do what is right?

A. Just about always
B. Most of the time
C. Some of the time
D. None of the time

2) Would you say the government is pretty much run by a few big interests looking out for
themselves or that it is run for the benefit of all the people?

A. A few big interests
B. Benefit of all

3) Do you think that people in the government waste a lot of money we pay in taxes, waste
some of it, or don't waste very much of it?

A. Alot
B. Some
C. Not Much

4) Do you think that quite a few of the people running the government are crooked, not very
many are, or do you think hardly any of them are crooked?

A. Quite a lot
B. Not many
C. Hardly any

Confucian values:
How much do you agree or disagree with each of the following statements:

1) “Even if parents’ demands are unreasonable, children still should do what they ask.”

2) “Being a student, one should not question the authority of their teacher.”

3) “Government leaders are like the head of a family; we should all follow their decisions.”
4) “Even if there is some disagreement with others, one should avoid the conflict.”

Agree

Somewhat agree
Somewhat disagree
Disagree

Cow»



3. Just World Belief

On a scale from 1 (strongly disagree) to 9 (strongly agree), rate your agreement/disagreement
with the following statement:

1) “I feel that most people get what they are entitled to have.”

2) “I feel that a person’s efforts are noticed and rewarded.”

3) “I feel that people earn the rewards and punishments they get.”

4) “I feel that people who meet with misfortune have brought it on themselves. ”
5) “I feel that rewards and punishments are fairly given.”

4. China’s current situation:

How do you feel about the overall situation in China today?

A. Satisfied

B. Somewhat satisfied

C. Neither satisfied nor dissatisfied
D. Somewhat dissatisfied

E. Dissatisfied

5. Self-Monitoring

1) When you're with other people, how often do you put on a show to impress or entertain
them?

2) How good or bad of an actor would you be?

3) When you're in a group of people, how often are you the center of attention?

. Never

. Once in a while

. About half the time

. Most of the time
Always

moOwp

6. System Justification:

On a scale from 1 (strongly disagree) to 9 (strongly agree), rate your agreement/disagreement
with the following statement:

1) “In general, you find society to be fair.”

2) “In general, our country’s political system operates as it should.”
3) “Chinese society needs to be radically restructured.”

4) “China is the best country in the world to live in.”

5) “Most policies serve the greater good.”

6) “Everyone has a fair shot at wealth and happiness.”

7) “Our society is getting worse every year.”



8) “Society is set up so that people usually get what they deserve.”
7. Social credit

Do you support the social credit system that is being implemented, such as the policy of
banning individuals with particularly “bad social credit” scores from taking planes and trains?

Support

Somewhat support

Neither support nor oppose
Somewhat oppose

Oppose

moaw»

8. Government surveillance:

In this age of big data and artificial intelligence, a great deal of our personal information is
being continuously collected by the government. Are you therefore concerned about the
security of your personal information and privacy?

A. Very concerned

B. Somewhat concerned
C. Not very concerned
D. Not concerned at all

9. Crisis events

1) Imagine a trade war occurs between China and a foreign country. To what extent do you
trust the government to successfully address the problem, maintaining the country’s legitimate
economic interest while at the same time making progress towards opening to the world and
resolving the trade dispute? Please rate on a scale from 1 (very low trust) to 7 (very high trust).

2) Imagine a natural disaster hits China, causing great harm to the people. How much do you
trust the government to successfully address this problem? Please rate on a scale from 1 (very
low trust) to 7 (very high trust).

3) Imagine China is attacked by a foreign nation, endangering the safety of the Chinese
people. How much do you trust the government to successfully address this problem? Please
rate on a scale from 1 (very low trust) to 7 (very high trust).



Appendix C: Summary Statistics

Variable Mean Std. Dev. Min Max N
Implicit Trust 0.292 0.323 -1.268 1.284 1543
D-Score

Explicit Trust 60.202 24.868 0 100 1543
System Justification 6.457 1.344 1 9 1543
Social Credit 4.370 0.841 1 5 1543
Government Surveillance | 2.386 0.908 1 4 1487
Trade War 5.693 1.253 1 7 1543
Natural Disaster 5.968 1.207 1 7 1543
Foreign Attack 5.971 1.204 1 7 1543
Confucian Value 2.609 0.608 1 4 1543
China Situation 3.953 0.892 1 5 1543
Self-Monitoring 2.757 0.736 1 5 1543
Life Satisfaction 3.935 0.904 1 5 1543
Political Interest 2.972 0.830 1 4 1543
Female 0.466 0.499 0 1 1543
Age Group 3.975 1.753 1 10 1543
Education 4.592 0.978 1 6 1543
Urban 0.800 0.340 0 1 1543
Income Status 5911 1.581 1 9 1487
CCP Member 0.257 0.437 0 1 1487

Note: A relatively small number of respondents did not answer a few questions at the end of the survey
(after the implicit association test) due to a glitch at the survey website, hence the variation in the
observations.



Appendix D: Statistical Tables

Table D1. Sources of Implicit and Explicit Trust in Government

(1) 2) A3) “4)
Implicit Trust  Implicit Trust  Explicit Trust  Explicit Trust

Female -0.002 -0.002 0.015 0.012
(0.007) (0.007) (0.012) (0.010)

Age Group 0.006 0.014 -0.082™ -0.026
(0.017) (0.017) (0.031) (0.027)
Education 0.097"* 0.091"* -0.146™ -0.085™
(0.017) (0.018) (0.031) (0.028)

Urban 0.024™ 0.024™ -0.056™" -0.027"
(0.008) (0.008) (0.015) (0.013)
Income Status -0.025 -0.036 0.430"" 0.160""
(0.018) (0.020) (0.033) (0.031)

CCP Member -0.017" -0.019" 0.068"" 0.019
(0.008) (0.008) (0.015) (0.013)

Confucian Value -0.027 0.056
(0.019) (0.030)
China Evaluation 0.031 0.559"*
(0.017) (0.027)
Self-Monitoring 0.028 0.098""
(0.019) (0.030)

Constant 0.541" 0.529"* 0.491™ 0.100™
(0.016) (0.020) (0.030) (0.032)

Observations 1487 1487 1487 1487

Adjusted R? 0.029 0.031 0.159 0.381

Notes: OLS estimates. All variables rescaled to range from 0 to 1. Standard errors in parentheses.
"p<0.05"p<0.01,"" p<0.001.



Table D2. Correlation Matrix for the Independent Variables in Table D1

Female | Age Education Urban | Income | CCP Confucian China | Self
Female 1
Age -.067 1
Education .064 .047 1
Urban .024 143 172 1
Income 13 011 144 .193 1
CCP .043 .027 .159 .088 336 1
Confucian -.009 .067 -218 .006 295 176 1
China .070 -.084 | -.021 -.043 .383 241 433 1
Self .005 -.109 | .106 138 302 228 121 132 1

Note: The variables respectively refer to Female, Age Group, Education, Urban, Income Level, CCP

Membership, Confucian Values, China Evaluation, and Self-Monitoring.



Table D3: Sources of Implicit and Explicit Trust in Government with Age*Education Interaction

(D (2) (3) 4)
Implicit Trust  Implicit Trust  Explicit Trust  Explicit Trust

Female -0.002 -0.002 0.014 0.012
(0.007) (0.007) (0.012) (0.010)

Young (<40) -0.020 -0.019 -0.097 -0.066
(0.033) (0.033) (0.060) (0.051)

Education 0.083 0.082 -0.283" -0.163"
(0.042) (0.043) (0.078) (0.067)

Young x Education 0.018 0.013 0.157 0.091
(0.046) (0.046) (0.084) (0.072)

Urban 0.024™ 0.024™" -0.059"** -0.028"
(0.008) (0.008) (0.015) (0.013)
Income Status -0.024 -0.035 0.429"** 0.160"*
(0.018) (0.020) (0.033) (0.031)

CCP Member -0.017" -0.019" 0.069"** 0.019
(0.008) (0.008) (0.015) (0.013)

Confucian Value -0.026 0.054
(0.019) (0.030)
China Evaluation 0.030 0.560""*
(0.017) (0.027)
Self-Monitoring 0.028 0.102""
(0.019) (0.030)

Constant 0.558""* 0.547"* 0.552"** 0.147*
(0.031) (0.033) (0.057) (0.053)

Observations 1487 1487 1487 1487

Adjusted R? 0.029 0.031 0.157 0.381

Note: Standard errors in parentheses. * p < 0.05, ™ p <0.01, "™ p < 0.001



Table D4 Sources of Implicit and Explicit Trust in Government with Age*Education Interaction

Effect (5-Year Cohort)

(1 2) 3) 4

Implicit Trust Implicit Trust Explicit Trust Explicit Trust
Female -0.0001 (0.007)  -0.0003 (0.007) 0.018 (0.012) 0.013 (0.011)
Age Grp 1 0.043 (0.057) 0.040 (0.057) -0.022 (0.105) -0.099 (0.090)
Age Grp 2 0.093 (0.055) 0.093 (0.055) 0.077 (0.101) 0.040 (0.087)
Age Grp 3 0.058 (0.051) 0.061 (0.051) 0.026 (0.093) 0.017 (0.080)
Age Grp 4 -0.010 (0.051)  -0.003 (0.051) -0.016 (0.093) 0.010 (0.080)
Age Grp 5 -0.008 (0.061)  -0.003 (0.061) -0.102 (0.112) -0.048 (0.096)
Age Grp 7 0.1447(0.072)  0.1457(0.072) 0.197 (0.132) 0.079 (0.114)
Age Grp 8 0.100 (0.102) 0.103 (0.102) 0.4137(0.187) 0.274 (0.161)
Age Grp 9 -0.081 (0.117)  -0.089 (0.117) 0.236 (0.214) 0.218 (0.184)
Age Grp 10 0.179 (0.126) 0.192 (0.126) -0.138 (0.231) -0.048 (0.199)
Education 0.1547(0.063)  0.1537(0.064) -0.085 (0.116) -0.026 (0.100)

Age Grp 1 x Education -0.024 (0.098)  -0.027 (0.098) 0.110 (0.180) 0.162 (0.154)
Age Grp 2 x Education -0.118 (0.078) -0.12 (0.078) -0.079 (0.143) -0.074 (0.123)
Age Grp 3 x Education -0.088 (0.071) ~ -0.095 (0.071) -0.069 (0.130) -0.082 (0.112)
Age Grp 4 x Education 0.006 (0.071) -0.003 (0.071) -0.015 (0.131) -0.052 (0.113)
Age Grp 5 x Education 0.015 (0.084) 0.008 (0.084) 0.084 (0.154) 0.004 (0.133)
Age Grp 7 x Education -0.158 (0.099)  -0.160 (0.099) -0.271 (0.182) -0.132 (0.157)
Age Grp 8 x Education -0.109 (0.147)  -0.109 (0.147)  -0.7137(0.269)  -0.488"(0.232)
Age Grp 9 x Education 0.049 (0.159) 0.066 (0.160) -0.570 (0.292)  -0.507"(0.252)
Age Grp 10 x Education ~ -0.213 (0.220)  -0.233 (0.220) 0.238 (0.403) 0.005 (0.347)
Urban 0.024™(0.009)  0.024™(0.009)  -0.056"7(0.016) -0.028"(0.014)
Income Status -0.019 (0.018) -0.028 (0.020)  0.430™7(0.033)  0.157°7(0.031)
CCP Member -0.016"(0.008)  -0.018"(0.008)  0.073"**(0.015)  0.023 (0.013)
Confucian Value -0.024 (0.019) 0.064" (0.030)
China Evaluation 0.024 (0.017) 0.551"7(0.027)
Self-Monitoring 0.027 (0.019) 0.096™ (0.030)
Constant 0.495""(0.045) 0.487"7"(0.046) 0.436"7(0.082)  0.085 (0.073)
Observations 1487 1487 1487 1487
Adjusted R? 0.035 0.036 0.169 0.386

Note: Age group 6 is the baseline group. Standard errors in parentheses. ~ p < 0.05, " p <0.01,” p <

0.001.



Table D5. Implicit Trust in Government and System Support (OLS)

(1) (2 3) (4) (5 (6)
System System Social Social Government Government
Justification  Justification Credit Credit Surveillance Surveillance
Implicit Trust 0.063™ 0.108™ 0.110™ 0.125™ 0.023 0.071
(0.023) (0.030) (0.042) (0.043) (0.058) (0.061)
Explicit Trust 0.412"" 0.145™ 0.449™"
(0.013) (0.024) (0.033)
Female -0.007 -0.002 -0.052™ -0.050™" 0.011 0.016
(0.006) (0.008) (0.011) (0.011) (0.014) (0.015)
Age Group 0.007 -0.018 0.076™" 0.068" 0.077" 0.050
(0.015) (0.019) (0.027) (0.028) (0.037) (0.039)
Education 0.038" -0.029 0.127°" 0.104™" -0.125™ -0.197""
(0.016) (0.020) (0.028) (0.028) (0.038) (0.040)
Urban -0.036™ -0.056™" -0.021 -0.029" -0.025 -0.047"
(0.008) (0.010) (0.014) (0.014) (0.019) (0.020)
Income Status 0.116™ 0.226™ 0.040 0.078" 0.154™ 0.273™
(0.018) (0.023) (0.033) (0.033) (0.045) (0.047)
CCP Member -0.001 0.020" -0.023 -0.016 -0.034 -0.011
(0.007) (0.009) (0.013) (0.013) (0.018) (0.019)
Life 0.101™ 0.235™ 0.108™ 0.155™ 0.029 0.175™
Satisfaction (0.016) (0.019) (0.028) (0.028) (0.038) (0.039)
Political 0.011 0.006 -0.011 -0.013 -0.090™ -0.095™
Interest (0.011) (0.015) (0.021) (0.021) (0.028) (0.030)
Constant 0.245™ 0.368" 0.521°" 0.564™" 0.209™ 0.343™
(0.021) (0.026) (0.038) (0.038) (0.051) (0.054)
Observations 1487 1487 1487 1487 1487 1487
Adjusted R 0.558 0.269 0.086 0.064 0.178 0.073

Notes: OLS estimates. All variables rescaled to range from 0 to 1. Standard errors in parentheses. * p <0.05,
" p<0.01,"" p<0.001.



Table D6. Implicit Trust in Government and System Support (Ordered Probit)

(1) (2 3) 4) (5) (6)
System System Social Social Government Government
Justification Justification Credit Credit Surveillance  Surveillance
Implicit Trust 0.438" 0.643™ 0.558" 0.653"™ 0.065 0.246
(0.224) (0.218) (0.244) (0.242) (0.229) (0.226)
Explicit Trust 3.8357 0.827 1.788""
(0.150) (0.137) (0.134)
Female -0.092 -0.036 -0.293"" -0.277™ 0.042 0.060
(0.056) (0.055) (0.061) (0.061) (0.057) (0.056)
Age Group 0.014 -0.008 0.057" 0.047" 0.035" 0.021
(0.016) (0.016) (0.018) (0.018) (0.016) (0.016)
Education 0.054 -0.050 0.139™ 0.1117 -0.094" -0.143™
(0.030) (0.029) (0.032) (0.031) (0.030) (0.030)
CCP Member 0.018 0.168" -0.165" -0.114 -0.135 -0.040
(0.070) (0.068) (0.077) (0.076) (0.071) (0.070)
Income Status 0.129™ 0.195™ 0.018 0.044 0.077"" 0.126"
(0.022) (0.021) (0.024) (0.023) (0.022) (0.022)
Urban -0.340"" -0.398™" -0.074 -0.106 -0.110 -0.179"
(0.072) (0.071) (0.078) (0.077) (0.073) (0.072)
Life 0.182" 0.373™ 0.134™ 0.194™" 0.029 0.163™
Satisfaction (0.037) (0.036) (0.040) (0.039) (0.038) (0.036)
Political 0.059 0.035 0.002 0.004 -0.125™ -0.118™
Interest (0.036) (0.035) (0.040) (0.040) (0.037) (0.037)
cutl 0.352 -0.337 -0.278 -0.443 -0.156 -0.516"
(0.258) (0.248) (0.262) (0.259) (0.239) (0.235)
cut2 0.670" -0.039 0.182 0.002 1.116™ 0.668™
(0.248) (0.238) (0.256) (0.253) (0.240) (0.235)
cut3 1.192°" 0.389 0.912" 0.717" 2209 1.691°
(0.241) (0.231) (0.254) (0.251) (0.244) (0.238)
cut4 1.828"™ 0.826™" 1.999"" 1.789™"
(0.240) (0.229) (0.257) (0.253)
cut5 2.855" 1511
(0.243) (0.229)
cut6 4.097"" 2426
(0.250) (0.232)
cut? 5372 3.424™
(0.259) (0.236)
cut8 6.693"" 4529
(0.272) (0.245)
Observations 1487 1487 1487 1487 1487 1487
Pseudo R? 0.226 0.083 0.041 0.029 0.079 0.031

Notes: Ordered probit estimates. Implicit trust and explicit trust rescaled to range from 0 to 1. All other
variables use original scales. Standard errors in parentheses. ~ p < 0.05, ™ p <0.01, ™ p < 0.001.



Table D7. Implicit Trust in Government During Crisis Events (OLS)

(1) (2) 3) C)) (5) (6)
Trade Trade Natural Natural Foreign Foreign
War War Disaster Disaster Attack Attack

Implicit Trust 0.149" 0.190™" 0.082" 0.118" 0.192" 0.223""

(0.037) (0.040) (0.037) (0.040) (0.037) (0.040)
Explicit Trust 0.382" 0.330™ 0.291™

(0.021) (0.021) (0.021)
Female -0.011 -0.006 -0.022" -0.017 -0.018 -0.015

(0.009) (0.010) (0.009) (0.010) (0.009) (0.010)
Age Group -0.042 -0.065° -0.021 -0.041 -0.102°" -0.120™

(0.024) (0.026) (0.024) (0.026) (0.024) (0.026)
Education 0.015 -0.047 0.082" 0.029 0.058" 0.011

(0.024) (0.027) (0.024) (0.026) (0.025) (0.026)
Urban -0.021 -0.040™ -0.050""" -0.066"" -0.013 -0.027°

(0.012) (0.013) (0.012) (0.013) (0.012) (0.013)
Income Status 0.087" 0.188"" 0.075" 0.163™" 0.078" 0.155™

(0.028) (0.031) (0.029) (0.030) (0.029) (0.030)
CCP Member 0.004 0.023 -0.025° -0.008 0.002 0.017

(0.011) (0.013) (0.011) (0.012) (0.012) (0.012)
Life 0.082"" 0.206™" 0.070" 0.178™" 0.046 0.141"
Satisfaction

(0.024) (0.026) (0.025) (0.026) (0.025) (0.025)
Political 0.045" 0.041" 0.012 0.008 0.042" 0.039"
Interest

(0.018) (0.020) (0.018) (0.019) (0.018) (0.019)
Constant 0.342™ 0.455™ 0.478™ 0.577"" 0.437" 0.524™"

(0.033) (0.035) (0.033) (0.035) (0.033) (0.035)
Observations 1487 1487 1487 1487 1487 1487
Adjusted R 0.310 0.150 0.235 0.104 0.217 0.116

Notes: Ordinary least square estimates. All variables rescaled to range from 0 to 1. Standard errors in
parentheses. ~ p <0.05, " p<0.01, p <0.001.



Table D8. Implicit Trust in Government During Crisis Events (Ordered Probit)

() 2 3) 4) (%) (6)
Trade Trade Natural Natural Foreign Foreign
War War Disaster Disaster Attack Attack
Implicit Trust 0.902"" 1.037" 0.421 0.621"" 1.193™ 1.290™"
(0.227) (0.225) (0.234) (0.230) (0.232) (0.230)
Explicit Trust 2223 1.981°" 1.650™"
(0.135) (0.135) (0.133)
Female -0.061 -0.025 -0.143" -0.109 -0.106 -0.077
(0.057) (0.056) (0.058) (0.058) (0.058) (0.058)
Age Group -0.022 -0.035" -0.004 -0.020 -0.067" -0.075™"
(0.016) (0.016) (0.017) (0.016) (0.017) (0.016)
Education 0.018 -0.052 0.101™ 0.030 0.065" 0.007
(0.030) (0.030) (0.031) (0.030) (0.031) (0.031)
CCP Member 0.044 0.146" -0.163" -0.049 0.019 0.098
(0.072) (0.070) (0.073) (0.072) (0.073) (0.073)
Income Status 0.055" 0.114™ 0.044 0.101°" 0.045" 0.093™
(0.022) (0.022) (0.023) (0.022) (0.023) (0.022)
Urban -0.096 -0.184" -0.350™" -0.396"" -0.041 -0.119
(0.073) (0.072) (0.077) (0.076) (0.075) (0.074)
Life Satisfaction 0.108™ 0.258™" 0.093" 0.229™" 0.048 0.173
(0.038) (0.036) (0.039) (0.037) (0.038) (0.037)
Political Interest 0.124™ 0.104™ 0.011 0.007 0.114™ 0.099™
(0.037) (0.036) (0.038) (0.038) (0.038) (0.037)
cutl 0.138 -0.276 -0.533" -0.852™" -0.121 -0.434
(0.248) (0.242) (0.254) (0.249) (0.251) (0.246)
cut2 0.478" 0.025 -0.296 -0.630" 0.074 0.255
(0.242) (0.237) (0.249) (0.244) (0.247) (0.243)
cut3 0.880"" 0.360 0.075 -0.304 0.350 0.011
(0.240) (0.235) (0.246) (0.241) (0.245) (0.240)
cut4 1.571°" 0.933™ 0.711" 0.247 1.000™" 0.567"
(0.240) (0.234) (0.246) (0.240) (0.244) (0.239)
cuts 2.554™ 1.788"" 1.507"" 0.955™" 1.832"" 1.330°
(0.244) (0.236) (0.247) (0.241) (0.246) (0.240)
cut6 3.579"" 2.725™ 2431 1.805" 2.714™ 2.163™
(0.248) (0.239) (0.250) (0.242) (0.248) (0.242)
Observations 1487 1487 1487 1487 1487 1487
Pseudo R? 0.113 0.050 0.088 0.034 0.078 0.039

Notes: Ordered probit estimates. Implicit trust and explicit trust rescaled to range from 0 to 1. Other
variables use original scales. Standard errors in parentheses. ~ p < 0.05, " p <0.01, ™ p < 0.001.



