Weeds in the Farm System 

1. What is the first thing that comes to mind when you think about weeds?     Anything else?
2. What makes a plant a weed? 
a. Do they have any economic impact?
b. Do they have any biological traits that make them weedy?    
c. Do weeds say anything to the public about your farm?
d. What role do they play in the environment, or their ecological characteristics? 
e. Do they have any philosophical purpose or symbolic meaning?
3. How are weeds introduced to the farm? 

4. How do weeds spread on the farm?  
5. Tell me about weeds on your farm 
a. Type:

b. Most problematic / least problematic:

c. Most risky / least risky:

d. Has there been a change in weed type / density over the years or w/ change in cropping system?

6. Are there benefits of weeds on your farm? How did you come to this conclusion? 
7. Are there risks?  How did you come to this conclusion? 

8. At what point does a weed become cause for concern?  How did you come to this conclusion?
9. Is there a relationship between weeds and the soil?  If so, what kind?  How did you come to this conclusion?

10. How would you describe the weed seed bank?  How does the weed seed bank work on your farm?
Weed Management Behavior

1. What strategies are available to manage weeds—list every one you can think of?  

2. Of these strategies, which ones are the most effective?  Why?

3. What strategies do you use most often?  Why?

4. What makes a strategy or strategies successful or beneficial on your farm?  

5. Are there risks to specific weed mgt. strategies (may have to remind them) ? 

6. Do you use crop rotation for managing weeds? (If already mentioned, skip to a. below)
a. What makes a crop rotation successful at managing weeds?

7. Do you use cover crops for managing weeds?   (If already mentioned, skip to a. below)
a. What makes a cover crop successful at managing weeds?

8. Have you changed, altered, or given up a weed mgt. strategy in the last two years?

a. How did you alter the strategy?

b. Why did you decide to alter your technique?

9.  Where do you get information on weed management strategies?  Which ones are the most useful?

Weed Management Decisions
1. What do you consider when deciding what weed management strategy to use?  

2. Of the factors that you mentioned, which ones influence your weed management decisions in the short term? 
3. Which ones influence your long term weed management decisions?  
4. Has your tolerance for weeds changed over the years?  What happened to cause this change?  Does it change how you manage weeds now?  How?
5. Written on these index cards are some of the factors that you might take into consideration when making weed management decisions.   Working fairly quickly, put them in order from most important to least important.  What factors are most important to you when you are making weed management decisions on the farm?
2

