Supplementary Table S1 Ethogram of different behaviours observed during the home pen observations of Low and High performing piglets at 9-weeks of age 

	Behaviour
	Code
	Description

	Standing
	ST
	standing without performing any other described behaviour

	Sitting
	KK
	sitting or kneeling without performing any other described behaviour

	Locomotion
	WW
	Walking without performing any other described behaviour

	Lying
	 LL
	Lying on belly without performing any other described behaviour
	
	
	
	
	 

	Nosing object
	NO
	Sniffing, touching part of the pen above floor level
	 

	Rooting object
	RO
	Moving the snout over an object while rooting disc exerts force

	Chewing
	CH
	Chewing particles other than feed (e.g. Faeces) or vacuum chewing

	Chewing object
	CO
	Chewing on part of the pen (non-food)
	 
	 

	Comfort behaviour
	CB
	Rubbing body against objects, scratching body with leg or 

	 
	
	stretching (part of) body
	
	
	 

	Playing behaviour
	PL
	Pivoting, rolling, shaking object, running across the pen

	Eating
	EE
	Eating from food through, floor or chewing feed
	 

	Drinking
	DD
	Drinking from water nipple
	
	
	 

	Eliminating
	PO
	Defecating or urinating
	 
	 
	 


Supplementary Table S2 Blood plasma parameters of Low and High performing (LP and HP) piglets at 61 and 102-weeks of age 
	
	Six weeks
	Ten weeks
	P values

	    
	LP
	HP
	SE
	LP
	HP
	SE
	6-weeks
	10-weeks

	Serum parameters
	
	
	
	
	
	

	     Glucose, mmol/l
	6.6
	6.6
	0.2
	6.8
	7.0
	0.1
	0.20
	0.36

	     Creatinin, µmol/l
	54.4
	55.1
	2.9
	52.0
	57.1
	2.1
	0.85
	0.09

	     Urea, mmol/l
	1.2
	1.5
	0.1
	1.7
	1.9
	0.0
	0.13
	0.17

	     Total protein, g/l
	     45.1
	     46.2
	0.6
	53.0
	54.1
	1.0
	0.22
	0.44

	Serum enzymes
	
	
	
	
	
	

	     Alkaline phosphatase, U/I
	228.0
	216.1
	12.2
	201.4
	188.6
	8.2
	0.50
	0.27

	     GPT3, U/I
	44.8
	43.6
	1.9
	29.8
	32.9
	1.5
	0.66
	0.15

	     GGT4, U/I
	31.3
	27.4
	2.6
	22.5
	27.2
	2.4
	0.28
	0.16

	     GOT5, U/I
	52.8
	60.4
	7.9
	47.5
	59.2
	14.0
	0.50
	0.56

	Serum minerals
	
	
	

	     Sodium, mmol/l
	142.9
	142.8
	0.5
	140.0
	142.6
	0.5
	0.81
	< 0.01

	     Potassium, mmol/l
	5.0
	5.1
	0.1
	5.2
	5.4
	0.1
	0.96
	0.29

	     Calcium, mmol/l
	2.8
	2.8
	0.0
	2.8
	2.9
	0.0
	0.93
	0.12

	     Phosphate, mmol/l
	2.3
	2.5
	0.1
	2.9
	3.1
	0.1
	0.09
	0.05

	Serum Acute phase proteins 
	
	
	
	
	
	

	     Haptoglobin, mg/ml
	      0.7                      
	     0.6            
	   0.1
	      1.0
	      1.0
	    0.1                 
	  0.75
	  0.28

	     C reactive protein, µg/ml
	      19.1                     
	     17.1       
	   2.6
	     20.1
	      18.1          
	    2.1
	  0.25
	  0.15


1 Six weeks of age= 41.6 ± 1.0 d after birth when animals were individually housed
2 Ten weeks of age = 69.6 ± 1.0 d after birth
3 GPT = Glutamine pyruvate transaminase

4 GGT = Gamma glutamyl transpeptidase

5 GOT = Glutamate oxaloacetate transaminase

