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Figure A: Introduced motions in favor of (upper panel), and against (lower panel) net wealth taxes by party
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Source: own compilation
Note: See Appendix A for information on the data set and its coding. Countries cover Austria, Denmark, Finland, France, Germany, Iceland, Ireland, the Netherlands, Norway, Spain, and Sweden.

Data description 
The data set was gathered from parliamentary original documents on the websites of the national parliamentary documentation services, searching for the term “wealth tax” and “wealth tax law” in the respective language. This was supplemented and corroborated using national legal databases, which publish and record changes in laws.
The countries covered in the data are Austria, Denmark, Finland, France, Germany, Iceland, Ireland, the Netherlands, Norway, Spain, and Sweden. Motions in favor of wealth taxes may introduce them (permanently or one-time), expand the tax base, lower the tax exemption threshold, raise the tax rate, or extend the duration for collecting the tax; while motions against wealth taxes may abolish or ban them, reduce the tax base, raise the tax exemption threshold, or lower the tax rate. The data set records whether these motions were accepted, failed, were withdrawn, or whether they are pending. 
The unique national parliamentary norms led to a high variance in the number of failed motions. In particular, the number of filed (and failed) parliamentary motions is very high in Finland and Sweden. We therefore top-coded the number of motions recorded in the data to one for the set (country x party x content x year). Since parliamentary documentation services are not digitalized for the entire history of wealth taxes, whose introduction dates to the 19th century in some cases, the analysis in this paper is restricted to the years 1990 to 2015.



Appendix B: Data description and sources of table 1: Introduction or increase in wealth taxes and governing party coalitions, 2000-2015
 
Table 1 shows the introduction or increase in wealth taxes - with regard to the tax base or tax rate - between 2000 and 2015 for eleven West European democracies where, at some point in time, a net wealth tax was in place. The country selection is thus consistent with those covered in figure B in appendix B above. Net wealth taxes are singled out from increases in other wealth taxes, and bank levies are listed separately. Furthermore, the table indicates which parties or coalitions were in government in the respective years. It illustrates three main points: First, there were hardly any introductions or increases of wealth taxes in general – and net wealth taxes in particular – before the economic and financial crisis in Europe (the year 2008 is shaded for ease of discernment). Second, and relatedly, such introductions or increases of wealth and net wealth taxes picked up noticeably after 2008. And third, these introductions or increases in wealth and net wealth taxes took place with Social Democratic government participation in many, if not most cases.
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Appendix C: Data description and sources of table 3: public opinion on net wealth taxes and inheritance taxes

Table 3 shows surveys of public opinion regarding net wealth taxes and inheritance taxes. Averages in favor and against were calculated as the share of declared opinions in favor or against these taxes, deducting the share of undecided and non-responses from the total (or, equivalently, assuming that they are equally distributed between those in favor and those against). Despite being based on survey data with varying methodology, sample sizes, and question formulations, these data consistently show a large majority in favor of net wealth taxes in Germany (about 63% on average) and in Austria (about 71% on average), where 11 and 12 surveys are available, respectively. Spain, where only one survey entered the data base, about 58% favor a net wealth tax. These numbers are remarkably stable over time, and the few available surveys before the financial and economic crisis indicate that public support for net wealth taxes was similarly high before the crisis. 
This picture is reversed for inheritance taxes, which are opposed by a majority. In Germany, public support for inheritances taxes amounts to only roughly 42%, and in Austria, to 38%. In Spain, a single survey suggests about 20% support.
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Appendix D
Table D: Economic environment: Growth rates, unemployment and public debt 2008 to 2012 in Austria, Germany, and Spain 
	
	Growth rate
(%, avg.)
	Unemployment rate
(%, avg.)
	Public debt ratio
(%age pt., chg.)

	Austria
	0.63
	4.74
	13.2

	Germany
	0.76
	6.70
	15.6

	Spain
	-0.99
	19.06
	46.6


Sources: European Commission (2022a, b)
Table D shows the average growth rate, the average unemployment rate, and the percentage point change in the ratio of public debt to GDP for our three cases. It shows that Spain was much harder hit by the crisis than Austria or Germany. It thus provides more detailed to line 3 in Table 1 of the manuscript – that is, that there was a deep crisis in Spain, but not to such an extent in Austria and Germany.
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