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Publications over time
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Figure 1: Number of articles published per year from WoS
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Validation of Web of Science query

In order to validate our sample, we cross-checked our findings with search queries on the

websites of two journals, Party Politics and West European Politics. We chose these two

journals, as they are among the journals that publish most articles on populism (see also

table 2, appendix) and because they are published by two different publishing houses:

Sage and Taylor & Francis. Table 1 compares the number of papers that are identified

using the search function on the different websites and differentiates between the number

of hits in each part of the paper. As outlined above, we include articles which include

the string “populis*” in either the title, the keywords, or the abstract. The first thing

to notice is that the general searches on the journals’ websites result in a significantly

higher number of articles than our search query. This is, however, due to the fact, that

both websites allow for a full-text search, which is not possible through Web of Science.

Comparing the numbers of hits in title, keywords, and abstracts separately, our Web of

Science search comes fairly close to the search results on the respective websites. Small

differences might also stem from online first articles, which are not included in Web of

Science yet. Given the consistency between the articles identified by the website search

queries and by Web of Science, we argue that our approach manages to strike a good

balance between sensitivity and accuracy.

Table 1: Comparison between number of hits in searches on Web of Science and journals’
websites

Journal Web of Science
Party Politics

Title 13 12
Keyword 20 20
Abstract 25 24
Anywhere 146 NA

West European Politics
Title 15 14
Keyword 7 9
Abstract NA 21
Anywhere 251 NA
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Publications by journal

Table 2: Numbers of articles on populism per journal, more than 10 articles from 2004 to
2018

Journal Frequency
Party Politics 26
Swiss Political Science Review 26
West European Politics 26
Political Studies 25
Government And Opposition 23
Journal Of Democracy 20
Acta Politica 18
Comparative European Politics 18
Political Quarterly 18
Democratization 17
Electoral Studies 16
European Journal Of Political Research 16
Politics 16
Politologicky Casopis-Czech Journal Of Political Science 15
Comparative Political Studies 14
Latin American Perspectives 14
Nation 14
South European Society And Politics 14
International Political Science Review 12
Latin American Politics And Society 12
Chinese Political Science Review 11
East European Politics And Societies 11
Politics And Governance 11
Other 491
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Features of Wordfish model

Table 3: Selection of top negative and positives features

Negative features Positive features

feature beta psi feature beta psi

south -5.123973 -8.938667 pvv 3.724852 -8.765190

correa -4.724507 -9.299902 sp 3.103528 -8.453870

liberty -4.371365 -8.662715 svp 3.087259 -7.080853

african -4.063217 -7.768584 anti-immigrant 2.494238 -5.668078

land -4.034202 -7.994357 attitudinal 2.245590 -6.398947

accumulation -4.008242 -8.441954 men 2.224858 -5.992069

revolutionary -3.893383 -8.275445 accounting 2.198857 -7.115079

africa -3.736217 -6.994867 controlling 2.193973 -6.008954

capitalist -3.612716 -7.471801 center-right 2.190680 -6.514720

venezuela’s -3.578240 -7.829238 educated 2.116624 -5.421183

thaksin -3.421050 -6.859031 predictors 2.083549 -6.352363

rafael -3.420158 -7.899269 multilevel 2.076318 -6.592880

thaksin’s -3.284579 -7.022917 panel 1.994551 -6.220954

universal -3.257269 -7.391877 turnout 1.979495 -5.911366

thai -3.205016 -7.455942 unemployment 1.975875 -6.311580

regulatory -3.162138 -7.148003 rightist 1.955197 -6.163899

socialism -3.096612 -6.694410 determinants 1.939622 -6.036142

marxist -2.997922 -7.522147 male 1.937531 -6.138505

un -2.982764 -7.320368 preferences 1.933805 -4.341405

republicanism -2.976568 -6.619281 cues 1.924314 -5.918923

venezuelan -2.944516 -7.271475 estimate 1.867529 -6.627013

writings -2.801309 -7.091043 messages 1.831786 -4.928517

chinese -2.769056 -6.540167 regression 1.830871 -6.239434

5



Table 3: Selection of top negative and positives features

(continued)

Negative features Positive features

feature beta psi feature beta psi

turmoil -2.737427 -7.194253 prr 1.808231 -4.282892

coup -2.712748 -6.288455 contextual 1.785572 -5.558109

reproducing -2.703048 -7.152038 immigrants 1.743405 -4.698665

reading -2.686085 -6.948982 swiss 1.674430 -4.678618

autonomous -2.558653 -6.795250 cynical 1.663332 -6.350519

visions -2.554983 -6.503195 dutch 1.655814 -4.143509

morales -2.524539 -6.600568 attitudes 1.647453 -2.962589

commercial -2.510673 -6.738320 individual-level 1.635665 -5.285034

caribbean -2.464760 -6.530194 adds 1.610456 -6.282323

hegemonic -2.408770 -5.319918 expert 1.599463 -5.931859

investment -2.404887 -5.841521 considerably 1.581602 -6.063412

management -2.369903 -6.420276 sample 1.571258 -5.762723

again -2.305596 -6.501164 belgium 1.525952 -5.706443

revolution -2.304050 -5.518586 statements 1.500351 -5.808680

paradigm -2.295083 -5.978460 extant 1.489770 -5.950005

marginalized -2.273045 -6.176794 sweden 1.489329 -4.745499

classes -2.256637 -6.040621 voting 1.467267 -3.171406
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Results for two-dimensional scaling
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Figure 2: Results for two-dimensional scaling/correspondence analysis (CA)
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Impact factors of hand-coded sample
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Figure 3: Density of sample and population of political science papers
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List of hand-coded articles

[1] Alexandre Afonso. Choosing whom to betray: populist right-wing parties, welfare
state reforms and the trade-off between office and votes. European Political Science
Review, 7(2):271–292, May 2015.

[2] Guy Aitchison. Three Models of Republican Rights: Juridical, Parliamentary and
Populist. Political Studies, 65(2):339–355, June 2017.

[3] Benjamín Arditi. Populism as a Spectre of Democracy: A Response to Canovan.
Political Studies, 52(1):135–143, March 2004.

[4] Tim Bale, Paul Taggart, and Paul Webb. You can’t always get what you want:
Populism and the power inquiry. The Political Quarterly, 77(2):195–203, 2006.

[5] Ruben Berrios, Andrae Marak, and Scott Morgenstern. Explaining hydrocarbon
nationalization in Latin America: Economics and political ideology. Review of
International Political Economy, 18(5):673–697, December 2011.

[6] Hajo G. Boomgaarden and Rens Vliegenthart. Explaining the rise of anti-immigrant
parties: The role of news media content. Electoral Studies, 26(2):404–417, June 2007.

[7] Fabio Bordignon and Luigi Ceccarini. Five stars and a cricket. beppe grillo shakes
italian politics. South European Society and Politics, 18(4):427–449, 2013.

[8] Simon Bornschier. The New Cultural Conflict, Polarization, and Representation in
the Swiss Party System, 1975–2011. Swiss Political Science Review, 21(4):680–701,
2015.

[9] Tanja A. Börzel and Thomas Risse. From the euro to the schengen crises: European
integration theories, politicization, and identity politics. Journal of European Public
Policy, 25(1):83–108, 2018.

[10] Juraj Buzalka. Post-peasant Memories: Populist or Communist Nostalgia. East
European Politics and Societies, 32(4):988–1006, November 2018.

[11] Manuela Caiani and Donatella della Porta. The elitist populism of the extreme right:
A frame analysis of extreme right-wing discourses in italy and germany. Acta Politica,
46(2):180–202, Apr 2011.

[12] Pietro Castelli Gattinara. Framing Exclusion in the Public Sphere: Far-Right
Mobilisation and the Debate on Charlie Hebdo in Italy. South European Society and
Politics, 22(3):345–364, July 2017.

[13] Carlos de la Torre. Populism and the politics of the extraordinary in Latin America.
Journal of Political Ideologies, 21(2):121–139, May 2016.

[14] William M. Downs. There Goes the Neighbourhood? The ‘Americanisation’ of Elec-
tions, with Evidence from Scotland’s Parliament. Parliamentary Affairs, 65(4):758–
777, 2011.
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[15] Albert W. Dzur. Democracy’s “Free School”: Tocqueville and Lieber on the Value of
the Jury. Political Theory, 38(5):603–630, October 2010.

[16] Laura Grindstaff. Culture and Popular Culture: A Case for Sociology. The ANNALS
of the American Academy of Political and Social Science, 619(1):206–222, September
2008.

[17] Vlastimil Havlík and Petr Voda. Cleavages, protest or voting for hope? the rise
of centrist populist parties in the czech republic. Swiss Political Science Review,
24(2):161–186, 2018.

[18] Paul Hockenos. Central europe’s right-wing populism. the eu’s neoliberal economic
reforms have undermined public faith in democratic politics. The Nation, 2010.

[19] Ioan Hosu and Mihnea S Stoica. Romania: From institutional to personal political
conflict. mainstream political discourse on the eve of the refugee crisis. Conflict
Studies Quarterly, (20), 2017.

[20] Aida A. Hozić and Jacqui True. Brexit as a scandal: gender and global trumpism.
Review of International Political Economy, 24(2):270–287, March 2017.

[21] Andrew Hughes Hallett. Are independent central banks really as conservative as they
like to pretend? European Journal of Political Economy, 24(1):239–248, March 2008.

[22] Gilles Ivaldi, Maria Elisabetta Lanzone, and Dwayne Woods. Varieties of Populism
across a Left-Right Spectrum: The Case of the Front National, the Northern League,
Podemos and Five Star Movement. Swiss Political Science Review, 23(4):354–376,
2017.

[23] Krzysztof Jasiewicz. The (not always sweet) uses of opportunism: Post-communist
political parties in Poland. Communist and Post-Communist Studies, 41(4):421–442,
December 2008.

[24] John Judis. Kevin phillips, ex-populist: Elite model. The New Republic, 2006.

[25] Miles Kahler. Global Governance: Three Futures. International Studies Review,
20(2):239–246, June 2018.

[26] Jonathan Krieckhaus. Democracy and Economic Growth: How Regional Context
Influences Regime Effects. British Journal of Political Science, 36(2):317–340, April
2006.

[27] Maite D. Laméris, Richard Jong-A-Pin, and Harry Garretsen. On the measurement
of voter ideology. European Journal of Political Economy, 55(C):417–432, 2018.

[28] Steven Levitsky and James Loxton. Populism and competitive authoritarianism in
the Andes. Democratization, 20(1):107–136, January 2013.

[29] Joseph Lowndes. White Populism and the Transformation of the Silent Majority.
The Forum, 14(1):25–37, 2016.

[30] Darina Malová and Branislav Dolný. Economy and Democracy in Slovakia during
the Crisis: From a Laggard to the EU Core. Problems of Post-Communism, 63(5-
6):300–312, November 2016.
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[31] Ben Margulies. Exchange: Nativists are Populists, Not Liberals. Journal of Democ-
racy, 29(1):141–147, January 2018.

[32] Benjamin Moffitt and Simon Tormey. Rethinking Populism: Politics, Mediatisation
and Political Style. Political Studies, 62(2):381–397, June 2014.

[33] Jane O’Mahony. Ireland’s eu referendum experience. Irish Political Studies, 24(4):429–
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[34] David Ost. Stuck in the Past and the Future: Class Analysis in Postcommunist
Poland. East European Politics and Societies, 29(3):610–624, August 2015.

[35] Shaohua Pei. White Supremacism and Racial Conflict in the Trump Era. International
Critical Thought, 7(4):592–601, October 2017.

[36] Paul W. Posner. Laboring Under Chávez: Populism for the Twenty-first Century.
Latin American Politics and Society, 58(3):26–50, 2016.

[37] Camil Alexandru Pârvu. Populism, Cosmopolitanism and the Reconfiguration of
Contemporary Politics. Analele Universităţii din Bucureşti. Seria Ştiinţe Politice,
XVIII(1):103–119, 2016.
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electorates of 15 populist parties. European Political Science Review, 10(3):351–368,
August 2018.

[39] Jens Rydgren. A legacy of ‘uncivicness’? Social capital and radical right-wing populist
voting in Eastern Europe. Acta Politica, 46(2):132–157, April 2011.

[40] Maria Paula Saffon and Juan F. González-Bertomeu. Latin American populism: An
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24(3):416–431, 2017.
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886, July 2017.
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Swiss Political Science Review, 24(2):115–139, 2018.

[45] Eftichia Teperoglou and Emmanouil Tsatsanis. A New Divide? The Impact of
Globalisation on National Party Systems. West European Politics, 34(6):1207–1228,
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