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Figure 3: Edmundson Mayor’s Memo to Police Department Re Traffic Tickets

Table 10: Demographics of Agencies with and without Finance Data
Mean Total Population Mean Pct. White

Year Finance Data No Finance Data Finance Data No Finance Data
2000 42320.09 2986.71 90.09 91.06
2012 72116.08 5011.89 81.51 93.13

Table 10 shows that our sample where data are matched tend to have the highest population (this

is where IndFin does an annual, rather than five-year survey). The places with merged finance data

have somewhat larger minority population shares.

In results available upon request, we also ran 2SLS regressions instrumenting fiscal distress

with lagged inter-government revenues. There was still a positive effect of fiscal distress on white

driver citation rates, but the interactions for black and Latino were insignificant. The main results

are robust to weighting by 2000 population.

Table 11 presents the results from an additional heterogeneity analysis. One might wonder

whether the effects of fiscal distress are concentrated in rural or urban areas, or whether they are
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Figure 4: Vehicle Stop Information Form, Missouri Racial Profiling Database
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MM DD YY
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97

CONSENT

WAS A SEARCH INITIATED?

DRUG DOG ALERT REASONABLE SUSPICION-WEAPON (TERRY STOP)
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Figure 5: Distribution of Lagged Revenue Changes
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Histogram of lagged log revenue changes from merged IndFin data. Bin width = .01. Vertical dashed line at zero.

concentrated in areas with relatively large populations of people of color. To make the categories

referenced in the table, we divided the sample at the median values of urban density and racial

makeup. First, we see that for both citations, and arrests, the effects are concentrated in rural

areas. This makes sense, if these areas have more white residents than urban areas. Indeed, the

increase in citations of white drivers in times of fiscal distress occurs in areas with smaller black

populations. The increases in arrests of white drivers, however, is found in areas with larger black

populations. This could be because communities of color are more heavily and harshly policed

than other communities, such that white residents found in those communities during times of

fiscal distressed are the ones police target, for example.
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